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Tired
What a year it has been. Things have been so strange and crazy this year that when people ask me how I am, I now just answer 2020. Some
good things have come even from these difficult times for me. I have learned to be still. I have learned to listen and watch for the
movement of God perhaps better than I ever have before. I have learned to better love people with whom I disagree. I have learned to be
calmer. I hope I am learning endurance and the reality of God’s never ending gift of grace. All of these things have really come about
because of the negative. I learned most of them by observing the negative and sinful nature of others and myself. Then I got tired. I got tired
of complaining, arguing, worrying, and fretting over what will come next. I got so tired that I actually started practicing what I preach better.
I began letting go and letting God.
Recently I was in a meeting with other clergy and we had come to the end of our business. At that point in our meetings we are asked for
prayer concerns. There are always several and this year there have been even more than usual. However on this day, no one said anything.
I felt that uneasiness we often feel when a question is asked and no answers from the group. I began racking my brain. I had lots on my
prayer list in my journal so I grabbed it out of my bag, but as I read the Spirit seemed to be saying something else. I felt a sense of
thanksgiving. I always try to list and give thanks for the things for which I am thankful and for the ways I have seen God moving, but in that
moment that was all I could ponder. So I asked for a prayer of thanksgiving for all those who have been praying for each other, the church,
the world, and even for their pastor.
That moment opened a flood gate in me. I just shared the one and closed my eyes as I was flooded with emotions. I just kept thinking of
things for which I am thankful even during what for many of us has been the hardest season of our lives. I do not think I am ready to say I
am thankful for 2020 just yet, but I am grateful for how I have experienced and witnessed God moving. I realized I am still tired, but God is
not. As I gave thanks, I wondered how many others were feeling tired and thankful too. It seemed as if at least a few others in that meeting
were. They too shared God sightings and prayers of thanksgiving.
I think the Church, as in the Church universal, is tired too. I also hope we are ready to embrace a time of thanksgiving. Thanksgiving Day is
this month, but we cannot wait that long to be thankful. I am asking God to open my heart more to help me see and experience how God is
providing even now. I am asking God to turn my tired and broken heart from mourning to celebration. I am asking God to turn my soul from
night to day. I am not going to quit praying for healing and transformation, but I am going to start giving thanks for where I have already
seen and experienced the Kingdom of God at work.
There is a peace that indeed surpasses understating when we admit not only that we are in need, but that God is indeed at work. There is
real purpose in not only asking God for help, but identifying where God is already providing and joining in that work. I do not have the
answers for 2020, but I want to know the One who does even better. We cannot fix all the world’s problems, but through joining in the
work of God we can be part of the solution. So as we move into the traditional season of Thanksgiving I want to invite you to move from
mourning what we have lost, and embracing what can make us new. I want to invite you to look for ways in which God is at work and to
share those God sighting with all who will listen. Lastly, I want to invite you to take the time to recognize the God who has not stopped
providing hope and who will lead us to better days. I am still tired, but I think I am resting easier knowing that God is not done with me. I
hope you too find that God has been here all along and will not leave us now. I hope you find rest and contagious hope.
Tired but leaning on the One who does not tire,

Rev. Jimmy Hendricks
pastorjimmy@nolensvilleumc.org

Returning to In-Person Ministries - Latest Updates
Starting November 1, small groups, ministries, and outside groups will be allowed to meet inside the Fellowship Hall under the same
conditions that worship meets. If you are interested, please contact the front office for more information.

Election Day
Tuesday, November 3, is Election Day. John Wesley wrote in his 1774 journal about an upcoming election for
Parliament:
“I met those of our society who had votes in the ensuing election, and advised them:
To vote, without fee or reward, for the person they judged most worthy.
To speak no evil of the person they voted against,
And, to take care their spirits were not sharpened against those that voted on the other side.“

Red Cross Blood Drive on November 12
Be the lifeline patients need — give blood. On Thursday, November 12, 1:15-7:15pm in the Fellowship Hall, we will host a
Red Cross Blood Drive. Please make an appointment at www.RedCrossBlood.org. Streamline your donation experience and
save up to fifteen minutes by visiting www.RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your pre-donation reading and
health history questions on the day of your appointment.

UMW and GraceWorks Ministries
Our United Methodist Women are serving through giving to GraceWorks Ministries. Each month
they are concentrating on a particular need of GraceWorks, and they encourage the entire
congregation to help. In November, they are collecting dish soap. Every month they are collecting
the following items for the Fuel Bag program: peanut butter crackers, fruit snacks, cereal bars, granola bars, fruit cups, and pudding cups.
Please hold on to them and bring them in when our building reopens, or drop them off at the front office. Thank you!

The Emmaus Class Continues in Ministry
The Emmaus Sunday School Class may not be meeting in person, but they raised $600 sent to Louisiana hurricane relief
and are planning a Christmas ministry!

Trunk or Treat 2020
Thank you to all who hosted a trunk or donated candy for Trunk or Treat. We hope everyone who was able to attend had a fun, safe time!

Benevolence Fund
Your gifts to the Benevolence Fund, or “left at the altar rail,” help our neighbors in need. In October,
Nolensville First UMC helped a family with housing.

Returning to In-Person Worship - Latest Updates
We are continuing to offer in-person, blended worship at 9am on Sundays, and
in-person, traditional worship at 11am on Sundays. Space is limited, so we ask that you
RSVP and we will add additional services if more than 30 people sign up. Virtual church
will remain available on Facebook, YouTube, and our website during this time.
For more information, please visit www.WeLoveWhereWeLive.org/return-to-worship. Please remember to let us know your plans for
in-person worship EACH Sunday, by emailing or calling the front office, or use the link on our home page.

NFUMC Kids November Theme
Shout Out: Let ‘em Know You’re Thankful!
Gratitude is letting others know you see how they’ve helped you.
REMEMBER THIS: “Give thanks to the Lord, because He is good. His faithful love
continues forever.” Psalm 136:1, NIrV. To receive the weekly Bible studies that go
along with the monthly theme, contact Christina at children@nolensvilleumc.org

Calling All Musicians!
We are seeking a few good men and women to join us in song during the Advent and Christmas
season! If you would be interested in singing in the adult choir during this most joyous season, we
encourage you to rehearse with us on Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. If
you play an instrument, we encourage you to participate as well. Plug into the worship ministries at NFUMC. There are numerous
opportunities to share music with your church family. Please feel free to ask any questions or drop in during any rehearsal. You are welcome
here!

Sandy Murray, Music Director, music@nolensvilleumc.org

NFUMC Kids Parent Meeting
There will be a meeting for parents of Pre-K through fifth graders on Sunday, November 8, at 3:30pm. We will
meet via Zoom to discuss upcoming children’s ministry opportunities. The link to join the meeting will be emailed to parents and also posted on the NFUMC Kid’s Facebook group.

NFUMC Kids Zoom
All NFUMC Kids are invited to a Zoom meetup Tuesday night, November 10, at 6pm. We will have some fun,
fellowship, and discuss upcoming opportunities for children to worship, study, and serve! The link to join the
meeting will be e-mailed to parents and also posted on the NFUMC Kid’s Facebook group.

Youth Ministries
The youth enjoyed a great time at the bonfire hosted at the Martin's home! We masked up and played games,
roasted marshmallows for s'mores, ate Chick-fil-A and hung out. The youth and children will be teaming up to do
a "remote" service project in November and December. Be on the lookout for more details from Ms. Tonia and
Ms. Christina in the near future. We will continue to meet virtually on Zoom Wednesday nights at 6:30pm. We
are still asking for volunteers to join us on these Wednesday night Zooms. Please text Ms. Tonia if you are
interested in helping.

Tonia Bush, Youth Director, text 615-295-8687, youth@nolensvilleumc.org

We Remember...

Anna Sneed - September 3, 2020
Eliza Sissom - September 14, 2020
Betty Green - October 25, 2020

November
11/1 Stacy Atwood; 11/3 Sarah Campbell; 11/4 Peggy Wilson; 11/5 Mark Jones, Caleb Hagan;
11/7 Mike Nichols; 11/15 Sue Harki, Addison Thomas; 11/17 John Thompson; 11/18 Kim Woodward;
11/19 Frank Douglas; 11/22 Frank Wilson, Ryan Gray; 11/25 Mary Martin, Chris Grosson;
11/27 Kelly Duty, Alec Lindsey, Joseph Wang; 11/29 Will Milne; 11/30 Jimmy Alexander
11/3 Beth & Matt Sherrar (19); 11/5 Elizabeth & Bill Szirbik (2); 11/8 Jenny & Ben McGee (6);
11/12 Nancy & Porter Walker (17); 11/19 Debbie Russell & Tim Smallwood (13)
and special congratulations to Mechelle & Jimmy Murphy on their 25th wedding anniversary on
November 10!

Financial Update
September Giving:
General (Operating)
1837 Society
Benevolence
Jacob’s Ladder
UMCOR

in 2020

in 2019

$ 21,109.00
$ 39.74
$ 190.00
$ 22.00
$ 100.00

$ 33,870.49
$ 36.74
$ 25.00
$ 190.00
$ 50.00

2020 Income & Expense, as of September 30:
General (Operating) Income
General (Operating) Expenses
Difference

Board of Trustees Meets in November
The Board of Trustees will have their monthly meeting on Tuesday, November 10, at 7pm.

$ 276,099.34
$ 263,653.45
$ 12,445.89

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
All Saints' Day
Virtual Worship at
Home
9am Live Worship
11am Live
Worship

2
7pm Lions Club

3
12:30pm Staff
7pm Boy Scouts
298 - outside

4
6pm Youth - Zoom
6:30pm Choir

5
6pm Cub Scouts
297
7pm Praise Band

6
11am Lunch Bunch

7
10am Charge
Conference

8
Virtual Worship at
Home
9am Live Worship
11am Live
Worship
2pm Girl Scouts
1318
3:30pm NFUMC
Kid's Parent
Meeting

9
7pm Venturing
Crew 299

10
12:30pm Staff
6pm NFUMC Kid's
Zoom
7pm Boy Scouts
298 - outside
7pm Trustees

11
Veterans Day
6pm Youth - Zoom
6:30pm Choir

12
1:15pm Blood
Drive
6pm Cub Scouts
297

13
11am Lunch Bunch

14
8am UMM
4pm Drive
Through Shrimp
Boil

15
Virtual Worship at
Home
9am Live Worship
11am Live
Worship

16
7pm Lions Club

17
12:30pm Staff
7pm Boy Scouts
298 - outside

18
6pm Youth - Zoom
6:30pm Choir

19
6pm Cub Scouts
297
7pm Praise Band

20
11am Lunch Bunch

21

22
Virtual Worship at
Home
9am Live Worship
11am Live
Worship

23
7pm Venturing
Crew 299

24
12:30pm Staff
7pm Boy Scouts
298 - outside

25

26

27
11am Lunch Bunch

28

29
Advent Begins
Virtual Worship at
Home
9am Live Worship
11am Live orship

30

