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Our Vision: 

Nolensville First United Methodist Church 

A New Year’s Resolution 

The new year is always so full of hope. Even if last year was a particularly hard one, there seems to be this hope that the 

new year will be better. Entire industries have popped up to capitalize on this hope. The self-help, diet, and exercise 

programs make most of their money this time of year. We seem to believe that we can make our hope a reality through 

our will power. This has never really worked for me. I wish I could brag about how I transformed my life with a New Year ’s 

resolution, but the truth is that I have usually failed by February. If my life is any better it is not due to my willpower.  

When I was a child I received a very large model set for Christmas one year. My dad wanted to help me assemble it, but I 

decided that I could do it myself. I worked on it each day throughout Christmas break. I made very little progress, and 

eventually, by about February, it had been moved into the closet. Dad asked me about it one day, and I told him he was 

welcome to put it together if he wanted to. He explained to me that what he wanted was to put it together with me. He 

was less concerned about the model and more concerned about the time we could spend together building it. It took a 

few weeks, but we did finish it. I do not have that model anymore. I cannot even recall what it was supposed to be, but I 

do remember building it with Dad. 

Maybe God had the same thing in mind. Maybe God offers hope not just because God wants to see a better world, but 

because God wants to do this work with and through us. God offers us the hope of transformation and of a New Kingdom 

coming, and these hopes can only be realized if we will let God help us. Our loving God is offering this help. Indeed, this 

year can truly be great, if we will allow God into our lives anew. 

We are imperfect, but God’s covenant is full of grace and power that is offered to us. We need not fail but embrace the 

love God offers us and accept His invitation into a new life. I would like to leave you with the prayer from the opening of 

our Covenant Renewal Service from The United Methodist Book of Worship. May it lead you into a renewal of your 

covenant with God. 

O God, Searcher of all our hearts, 

You have formed us as a people and claimed us for Your own. 

As we come to acknowledge Your sovereignty and grace, 

and to enter anew into covenant with You, 

reveal any reluctance or falsehood within us. 

Let Your Spirit impress Your truth on our inmost being, 

and receive us in mercy, for the sake of our Mediator, Jesus Christ, 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Grateful God is still working on me, 

Rev. Jimmy Hendricks 

pastorjimmy@nolensvilleumc.org 



On Sunday, January 5, at 6pm, do not miss this opportunity to hear the NFUMC Praise Band and 

a few special guest musicians cut loose on some original settings of Christmas carols. An evening 

of contemporary jazz music with a backdrop of moody lighting in our historic sanctuary is an 

excellent way to celebrate the holiness of Epiphany. 

Twelfth Night Jazz 

Eighteen members of the United Methodist Women and one visitor met on December 18. The meeting was 

opened with the group reciting the UMW Purpose and Mission Statement. The devotion, “The W in Christmas,” 

was led by Connie Fisher with John 3:16. This was a story about a little girl who was in a performance. Each child 

was supposed to hold up a letter to spell out something. Her letter was the “M” but she was holding it upside 

down. Everyone was laughing at her but she still kept holding the “M” upside down. After all the letters were held up, the message read 

loud and clear, “CHRIST WAS LOVE”. Following the devotion, she led us in prayer. 

Bobbi Toombs recommends Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson. This book is a bonus and counts for two books in our Reading Program. Bobbi 

also said they are making a movie about it. 

New officers were selected for 2020: 

 President - Penny Belden Vice President - Tressa Tuck 

 Secretary - Barbara Belden Local Treasurer - Patsy Elliott 

 District Treasurer - Marcia Woodcock Sunshine - Connie Fisher and Nancy Smith 

 Reading Program - Bobbi Toombs GraceWorks - Elaine Hughes and Barbara Belden 

 Prayer Shawls - Penny Belden Membership - Joyce Powers 

The installation of these offices will be performed on January 5 at the 10:45 service. 

Karen Hoffmeister read an old history of the founding of our UMW. Elaine Hughes found this document while going through some old 

papers. We will display it for all to see. 

Our program was our annual Christmas Party. Patsy Elliott has a cute way of reading instructions for us to follow to pick out our gifts. After 

everybody receives their gift we had to pass our gift to the left. What a fun way to open gifts! Our tables were set by Donna Burdge and 

Patsy Elliott with the Christmas theme, and we had a wonderful meal prepared for us by Jackie Green. 

Penny Belden will be our hostess on Wednesday, January 8, at 10:30am. We will be setting up our calendar for the year. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~Karen Hoffmeister, Secretary 

United Methodist Women 

Our United Methodist Women are serving through giving to GraceWorks Ministries. Each month 

they are concentrating on a particular need of GraceWorks, and they encourage the entire 

congregation to help. In January, they are collecting soup and crackers. Every month they are collecting the following items for the Fuel Bag 

program: peanut butter crackers, fruit snacks, cereal bars, granola bars, fruit cups, and pudding cups. Items can be left in the GraceWorks 

bin in the breezeway or in the basket in the foyer. Thank you! 

UMW and GraceWorks Ministries 

Because of the generosity of our neighbors, last year Room In The Inn was able to: 

 Provide over 64,000 warm beds through our Winter Shelter program and 

through our Recovery Community  

 Distribute nearly 12,000 bus passes  

 Offer over 5,000 classes, and more than 125 participants were connected to 

meaningful employment 

 Move 115 people from the streets into permanent housing 

Nolensville First UMC, thank you for your help!  

Room In The Inn 



Dear Nolensville First United Methodist Church, 

The Kroger Co. Family of Stores is committed to bringing hope and help to the local neighborhoods 

we call home. Our stores are on a mission not to be just part of but to help create a stronger community. We recognize that every 

community has unique causes that need support. Thank you for being such an important organization in our community. 

From September through November, 2019, twenty households contributed $61.98 to NFUMC. If you would also like to have Kroger give to 

the church every time you shop there, visit www.Kroger.com/CommunityRewards and link your Kroger Card with Nolensville First UMC 

(account number YY167). 

~Community Rewards Staff  

Kroger Community Rewards 

Give blood and help save lives! On Thursday, January 9, 1:15-7:15pm in the Fellowship Hall, we will host a Red Cross 

Blood Drive. Please make an appointment at www.RedCrossBlood.org. Streamline your donation experience and save up 

to 15 minutes by visiting www.RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your pre-donation reading and health history 

questions on the day of your appointment. 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

Please join us on January 12 at 9:30am for Second Sunday Breakfast. Bring a favorite breakfast dish to share 

(see below) and come and fellowship between the services with church family from the other service! 

The Journey Sunday School Class is responsible for set-up, drinks, and clean-up in January. Please remember 

that the class responsible for Second Sunday Breakfast is also requested to provide cookies, donuts, or other 

snacks for all other Sundays of the month. In February, the Emmaus Class will host. 

Please put all food away after fellowship on ALL Sundays. We are called to be fishers of men, not of mice and ants! This class is also 

responsible for returning the Fellowship Hall to “Sunday Setting” after breakfast.  Diagrams are posted on the kitchen doors. 

Second Sunday Breakfast 

Boy Scout Troop 298 has had a busy fall! The scouts had a fun time building a ramp for the church’s new shed, and in the process, they 

learned that trigonometry actually has some real world uses! The troop also participated in the Veteran's Day Parade, and prior to the 

parade, the scouts helped serve the Veterans at the Veteran's Day Breakfast.  

The Scouts went on a backpacking trip in November as a warm up for this year’s training hikes in preparation for their trip to Philmont. A 

group will be traveling to Philmont Scout Ranch in Northern New Mexico this summer, where they will go on a ten day, 70 mile trek through 

the high country. December’s outing was a fun camp out at Boxwell Reservation. The scouts worked on some merit badges and participated 

in a scout themed Escape Game. The game was challenging as each of the two teams took 45 of the allotted 60 minutes to escape! 

Troop 298 renewed its charter this past month and have earned gold level as part of the Journey to Excellence. The troop will start the year 

with 23 active scouts and twelve adult leaders. Troop 298 would like to thank the Nolensville First UMC for providing the means for it to 

exist and function, and the Troop looks forward to a year full of fun, adventure, service and learning in 2020!  

Boy Scout Troop 298 

Art Helps Cancer presents “Creations From the Heart.” Cancer patients, survivors, and their families are 

invited to bring your paints, jewelry, sketch pads, whatever your medium is and create art while enjoying 

conversation with other local artists. It is simply a night to unwind and let your creative spirits flow. This 

is a no-charge, community event held the fourth Tuesday of each month at NFUMC from 6-9pm, 

beginning January 28, and is open to anyone looking for an evening out to work on their creative piece. 

Stay tuned...more details are coming soon! Arthelpscancer@gmail.com 

Art Helps Cancer 

Your generous gifts on Christmas Eve of $3,062 will go to GraceWorks Ministries, Southeast Williamson County 

Meals on Wheels and the Nolensville Volunteer Fire Department. Thank you! 

Christmas Eve Offering 



Blended Worship 8:30am     Sunday School for All Ages 9:45am     Traditional Worship 10:45am 

A calendar to sign up for providing altar flowers in 2020 is now available in the front hallway. You may provide your own arrangement for 

both services or contact Lotus Floral in Nolensville for delivery. Contact the front office to place a dedication in the bulletin, and you may 

take the flowers home after the late service. Thank you for helping to provide the beauty as we worship in the House of the Lord! 

Altar Flowers in 2020 

During both services on Sunday, January 5, all children are invited to participate in a Nativity pageant to celebrate 

Epiphany Sunday. This is a short and simple play that tells the story of Jesus’ birth and a fun way to reenact the 

wonderful Christmas story! Join us Sunday mornings before Sunday school from 9:45-10am in the Sanctuary.  

Children's Nativity 

The Church Council of Stewards will meet the third Tuesday of even numbered months. 

The Board of Trustees will meet the first Tuesday of every month. 

2020 Church Leadership Meetings 

1/2 Zack Martin; 1/3 Jason Holley; 1/6 Carrie Ozburn, Chris Clore, Erica Duty;  1/10 Joseff Ribble;  

1/11 Joyce Patton; 1/12 Joe Wisniewski, Drake Woodward; 1/13 Sandy Johnson, Dierdre Tompkins;  

1/14 Charlie Phillips; 1/15 Erin Leach; 1/17 Mike Hagan; 1/18 Kenneth Moore; 

1/19 Sullivan Tuck, Bobby Shelton; 1/20 Randy Matlock; 

1/22 Sylvia Wilkerson, Tim Smallwood, Caroline Clark; 

1/23 Marcia Woodcock, Sherry Paschall, Abby Hendricks; 1/24 Chris Campbell; 1/25 Alan Redman; 

1/29 Tom Crawford, Jennifer Hendricks; 1/30 Sandy Green 

 

1/15 Sharon & Bruce Bowater (32); 1/18 Mark & Lynette Jones (28); Donna & Dave Burdge (63); 

Peggy & Frank Wilson (67) 

January 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
New Year's Day - 

Offices Closed 

2 
10:30am Friendly 

Neighbors 
6pm Cub Scouts 297 

3 
1pm Tai Chi - 

Arthritis 

4 
  

5 
Epiphany Sunday 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Children's 

Praise 
9:45am Youth & 

Adult Sunday 
School 

10am Children’s 
Sunday School 

10:45am Worship 
2pm Girl Scouts 272 
6pmTwelfth Night 

Jazz 

6 
Epiphany Day 
6:30pm Jacob’s 

Ladder Board 
7pm Lions Club 

7 
1:30pm Tai Chi - 

Beginners 
7pm Boy Scouts 298 
7pm Trustees 

8 
10:30am United 

Methodist Women 
6pm BOLD LIFE Youth 

9 
9am Jacob’s Ladder 

Chapel 
1:15pm Blood Drive 
6pm Cub Scouts 297 
7pm SPPRC 

10 
1pm Tai Chi - 

Arthritis 

11 
8am United 

Methodist Men 

12 
8:30am Worship 
9:30am Second 

Sunday Breakfast 
9:45am Children's 

Praise 
9:45am Youth & 

Adult Sunday 
School 

10am Children’s 
Sunday School 

10:45am Worship 
2pm Girl Scouts 1318 
2pm Girl Scouts 2212 
4:30pm BOLD LIFE 

Middle School 
5:30pm BOLD LIFE 

High School 

13 
7pm Venturing Crew 

299 

14 
1:30pm Tai Chi - 

Beginners 
6pm Girl Scouts 2992 
7pm Boy Scouts 298 

15 
12:30pm Staff 
6pm BOLD LIFE Youth 
6:30pm Choir 
7:30pm Praise Band 

16 
6pm Cub Scouts 297 

17 
1pm Tai Chi - 

Arthritis 

18 
  

19 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Children’s 

Praise 
9:45am Youth & 

Adult Sunday 
School 

10am Children's 
Sunday School 

10:45am Worship 
4:30pm BOLD LIFE 

Middle School 
5:30pm BOLD LIFE 

High School 

20 
MLK Jr Day - Offices 

Closed 
7pm Boy Scout 298 

Cmte Meeting 
7pm Lions Club 

21 
1:30pm Tai Chi - 

Beginners 
7pm Boy Scouts 298 

Court of Honor 

22 
12:30pm Staff 
6pm BOLD LIFE Youth 
6:30pm Choir 
7:30pm Praise Band 

23 
9am Jacob’s Ladder 

Chapel 
1pm Prayer Shawls 
6pm Cub Scouts 297 

24 
10:30am Young 

Hearts 
1pm Tai Chi - 

Arthritis 
5pm Room In The Inn 

25 
  

26 
8:30am Worship 
9:45am Children’s 

Praise 
9:45am Youth & 

Adult Sunday 
School 

10am Children's 
Sunday School 

10:45am Worship 
4:30pm BOLD LIFE 

Middle School 
5:30pm BOLD LIFE 

High School 

27 
7pm Venturing Crew 

299 

28 
1:30pm Tai Chi - 

Beginners 
6pm Art Helps 

Cancer 
7pm Boy Scouts 298 

29 
12:30pm Staff 
6pm BOLD LIFE Youth 
6:30pm Choir 
7:30pm Praise Band 

30 
6pm Cub Scouts 297 

31 
1pm Tai Chi - 

Arthritis 
4pm Warmth in 

Winter 
5pm Room In The Inn 
 

1 
  

Upcoming Events 

Jan 31-Feb 2 Warmth in Winter 
Feb 8 Chili Cook-off (tentative) 
Feb 9-14 UMCOR Mission Trip 
Feb 18 Church Council of Stewards 
Feb 21 Room In The Inn 
Feb 26 Ash Wednesday 
Feb 28 Room In The Inn 


