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Advent
We are in the season of Advent now, as we prepare to celebrate the birth of our Lord, the coming of the Savior, and the Incarnation of
Christ. Advent is about preparation. This time of year even feels like preparation. It is cold and the days give way to night earlier and earlier.
I often feel as if we are already preparing and anticipating spring by this point. Our secular culture definitely makes this time of year about
preparation. We are preparing for Christmas. Perhaps we have got the idea of preparation correct, but are we preparing for the wrong
things?
Our culture tells us to prepare for Christmas by shopping and filling our calendars with times of gathering. We spend countless hours
shopping and planning for celebrations. When the celebrations finally arrive they far too often fly by without ever fulfilling our desire for
deeper relationship or real celebration. On the other hand, Advent is not about our planning or shopping. Advent is about Peace, Hope,
Love, and Joy, but the holiday season often leaves me feeling stressed, tired, grumpy, and sad.
The season of Advent is not about something we do, but instead it is about something God did and will do. Peace, Hope, Love, and Joy are
what we crave. Only God can truly provide these. Advent is about preparing to remember, anticipate, and celebrate the coming of our Lord.
God has done and is doing everything that is required. Our only goal is to prepare ourselves for God’s grace. Advent is not just about
anticipating a gift. It is about preparing ourselves to receive the gift that has already been offered and continues to be offered.
You see, to prepare ourselves for God’s never ending gift of grace, we need only accept that we are not in control and be willing to allow
God to lead us. This sounds simple on paper, but in reality the sins of pride and self-righteousness keep us from really preparing. We are
sort of willing to accept grace or as John Wesley described us, “Almost Christian.” The good news is that God does not take the gift and go
home. Instead God keeps offering, keeps calling, and keeps providing. It is never too late to go deeper in our love of God and neighbor and
we can never go deep enough.
Advent during worship this year is about gong deeper in our faith by opening ourselves more deeply to the grace of God by surrendering to
that grace and being willing to give God more control of ourselves. We can then truly experience Peace, Hope, Love, and Joy as God
intended as an all-encompassing way of life that not only makes us a new creation but also changes the world around us. My prayer is that
you would join me in making the Spiritual Disciplines of prayer, Bible study, worship, service, and the Sacraments priority in our lives.
May the God of grace fill us, as we are willing, to the fullness of God’s love and empower us by the gift of the Holy Spirit to share that love.
Amen.
Your, almost but still hoping to go deeper, brother in Christ,

Rev. Jimmy Hendricks
pastorjimmy@nolensvilleumc.org

Peace
Hope
LoveJoy

Ladies’ Christmas Tea
On Saturday, December 7, Nolensville First UMC will hold their annual Christmas Tea to benefit the Dot Arnold Scholarship
Fund with fellowship, a traditional tea service, cake and silent auctions, and live music by Fish and the Chips. Table
previews are 1:30-2pm and the tea is 2-4pm. Tickets are $15 and are available for purchase from table hostesses or by
contacting Sandy Murray (music@nolensvilleumc.org).

Silent Auction
If you would like to make a cake, pie, or holiday cookies for the Christmas Tea, please let Barbara Belden know.

Second Sunday Breakfast
Please join us on December 8 at 9:30am for Second Sunday Breakfast. Bring a favorite breakfast dish to
share (see below) and come and fellowship between the services with church family from the other service!
The Emmaus Sunday School Class is responsible for set-up, drinks, and clean-up on December. Please
remember that the class responsible for Second Sunday Breakfast is also requested to provide cookies,
donuts, or other snacks for all other Sundays of the month. In January, the Journey Class will host.
Please put all food away after fellowship on ALL Sundays. We are called to be fishers of men, not of mice and ants! This class is also
responsible for returning the Fellowship Hall to “Sunday Setting” after breakfast. Diagrams are posted on the kitchen doors.

Pastor Appreciation
In a spirit of thankfulness, the SPPRC would like to honor Pastor Jimmy and the entire staff at our Second
Sunday Breakfast on December 8 between morning services. In the November newsletter, Pastor Jimmy
compared the church to a casserole with various ingredients coming together to make something new. To
honor him, let’s flood our Second Sunday Breakfast with various casseroles. Make plans to be here on
December 8 at 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall!

Second Sunday Breakfast 2020 Schedule
January - Journey

May - Journey

September - Journey

February - Emmaus

June - Fellowship

October - Good News

March - Fellowship

July - Emmaus

November - Emmaus

April - Good News

August - Good News

December - Fellowship

Christmas Eve Offering
All gifts collected at all services on December 24 will be split between GraceWorks Ministries, Southeast
Williamson County Meals on Wheels, and the Nolensville Volunteer Fire Department.

Hymn Sing
I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart;
I will recount all of your wonderful deeds.
I will be glad and exult in you;
will sing praise to your name, O Most High. (Psalm 9:1–2)
Our next Sunday Night Hymn Sing will take place on Sunday, December 29, at 6pm. A hymn reminds us of who God is and what He has
promised us. It fuels our faith, a foundation we can stand upon throughout our lives. It weaves our lives together as believers and connects
us with the Church’s history and the cloud of witnesses who have gone before us. Join us for an unplugged hymn sing in our beautiful
Sanctuary.

United Methodist Women
Twenty-one members of the UMW and two visitors met on November 13. We opened with the UMW purpose
and mission statement and with prayer concerns. Connie Fisher led a devotion, “Sharing,” on 2 Corinthians 8:2.
The Thought for the Day was “Today I will share with others what God has given me.”
The Manger is coming up at GraceWorks Ministries, and they are looking for volunteer help. The Manger is their
annual Christmas program for eligible neighbors. With the generosity of our local community donating new items ($35 or less for infants to
seniors) and with the help from teams of volunteers, a “store-like” environment is created just for these families to choose their own gifts.
Our unit has met Plan 1, Plan 2, and Plan 4 in the reading program for 2019. We met our Mission Study, and we are a 5 Star unit.
Marcia Woodcock gave the program “Light of the World” from Matthew 5:14-16. We are to let our light shine. Each of us wrote our names
on a small star and placed them on a larger star which will be displayed on the bulletin board. This represents that UMW is an organization
that is a light for the world. We took up a World Thank Offering (which is a is a requirement for us to be a 5 Star unit.) Marcia gave us an
inspiring program to remind us to let our light shine before closing with a prayer.
Barbara Belden said a prayer before several ladies had a delicious meal at Amico’s.
Our next meeting will be Wednesday, December 11, at 10:30am in the Fellowship Hall. The hostesses are Donna Burdge and Patsy Elliott,
and it will be our yearly Christmas party. Please bring a $10 gift to exchange, and $10 for lunch catered by Jackie Green.
Respectfully submitted,
~Karen Hoffmeister, Secretary

UMW and GraceWorks Ministries
Our United Methodist Women are serving through giving to GraceWorks Ministries. Each month
they are concentrating on a particular need of GraceWorks, and they encourage the entire
congregation to help. In December, they are collecting canned tomato products and pasta. Every month they are collecting the following
items for the Fuel Bag program: peanut butter crackers, fruit snacks, cereal bars, granola bars, fruit cups, and pudding cups. Items can be
left in the GraceWorks bin in the breezeway or in the basket in the foyer. Thank you!

Blended Worship 8:30am

Sunday School for All Ages 9:45am

Traditional Worship 10:45am

Christmas Poinsettias
If you would like to donate towards decorating the church during Advent and Christmas with poinsettias in honor or
memory of someone, any generous amount would be greatly appreciated, and you may take home a poinsettia on
January 5. Envelopes will be available in the foyer or back hallway by the middle of November. Dedications will be listed in
the Christmas Eve bulletin.

Celebrating the Ministries of 2019
We will be putting together a slide show celebrating all the ways that Nolensville First has been a neighborhood church where people
experience a life-changing relationship with Jesus in a welcoming church family. The slide show will be presented at our Covenant Renewal
Service on December 29. If you have pictures you would like to include, please send them to Christina at children@nolensvilleumc.org.

Children's Nativity
During both services on Sunday, January 5, all children are invited to participate in a Nativity pageant to celebrate
Epiphany Sunday. This is a short and simple play that tells the story of Jesus’ birth and a fun way to reenact the
wonderful Christmas story! Join us Sunday mornings before Sunday school from 9:45-10am in the Sanctuary.

Altar Flowers in 2020
A calendar to sign up for providing altar flowers in 2020 is now available in the front hallway. You may provide your own arrangement for
both services or contact Lotus Floral in Nolensville for delivery. Contact the front office to place a dedication in the bulletin, and you may
take the flowers home after the late service. Thank you for helping to provide the beauty as we worship in the House of the Lord!

Sunday, December 22
8:30am & 10:45am

CHRISTMAS

WORSHIP
SCHEDULE

In the season of Advent, we prepare ourselves to hear once more the message of the prophets, the
joyous song of the angels, the journey to Bethlehem and the Son of God lying in a manger.
Join us for worship as the Adult Choir presents Joseph Martin’s exultant cantata, “The Winter Rose”
which tells the story of Jesus’ birth through scripture and the singing of carols.

Tuesday, December 24
5pm, 7pm & 11pm
Christmas Eve worship experiences at 5pm and 7pm include a mix of music that includes worship music and Christmas carols led by
the NFUMC praise band. The reading of scripture that tells the story of our Savior’s birth, a message by Pastor Jimmy and Holy
Communion call us to remember the true meaning of Christmas. Each worship service lasts about one hour and ends with an
NFUMC favorite tradition of singing “Silent Night” by candlelight.
Christmas Eve worship at 11pm is a more reflective and traditional setting for worship. Christmas carols are sung simply with piano
or guitar accompaniment. The telling of the birth of Jesus through scripture, a message by Pastor Jimmy and Holy Communion call
us to remember the true meaning of the season during this hour before Christmas.
The service ends with the singing of “Silent Night” by candlelight.
All ages are invited to all services and everyone is invited to take Holy Communion. If you are seeking Jesus and are looking to
worship with a loving church family, you have come to the right place. Come as you are and meet us here.

Sunday, December 29
Single Service at 10am

We will worship in a single, combined service at 10am
in order to renew our covenant together as a church
family. As we celebrate the ministries of NFUMC and
share our vision for the future, we seek God’s
guidance as we enter the new year. We look forward
with excitement for what God will continue to do here
in Nolensville and throughout the world.

Sunday, January 5
8:30am & 10:45am

During both services on Sunday, January 5, all children
are invited to participate in a Nativity pageant to
celebrate Epiphany Sunday. This is a short and simple
play that tells the story of Jesus’ birth and a fun way to
reenact the wonderful Christmas story!

Sunday, January 5
6pm

Don’t miss this opportunity to hear the NFUMC Praise
Band and a few special guest musicians cut loose on
some original settings of Christmas carols. An evening
of contemporary jazz music with a backdrop of moody
lighting in our historic sanctuary is an excellent way to
celebrate the holiness of Epiphany.

December
12/1 Jackson Wilson, Grayson Smith; 12/4 Jon Anderson, Terri Anderson; 12/5 Katie Leach;
12/7 August Owsley; 12/9 Katie Martin, Hank Leach; 12/10 Chloé Murphy; 12/13 William Phillips;
12/17 Joe Allen, Hazel Wilson; 12/19 William Edmondson, Porter Walker, Denise Gavin, Paul Duty;
12/21 Alexis Fleming; 12/24 David Belden; 12/25 Nick Mucci;
12/27 Sam Sharrar, Parker Hand, Elizabeth Hand; 12/28 Jeff Eubanks; 12/29 Kathy McGee;
12/30 Tom Howell, Rainey Maurer
12/3 Susan & Mike Nichols (31); 12/9 Meredith & Andrew Church (13);
12/15 Lesa & Tyson Smith (41); Jan & Jerry Jones (51); 12/16 Mary Beth & Mike Hagan (19);
12/17 Kathy & Don Anderson (1); 12/20 Patsy & Larry Elliott (49); 12/27 Nancy & Joe Allen (59);
12/28 Terri & Jon Anderson (53)

Online Church Directory
Have you been using the online church directory? Go to our website, www.WeLoveWhereWeLive.org, and sign in. The
directory is under “Connect” then “Members.” If you are having trouble logging on, contact Chris at the front office.
Once you log on, you can edit your information and upload a photo of yourself!

Church Council of Stewards
The work of the Church Council of Stewards is to envision, plan, implement, and annually evaluate Nolensville First UMC’s
ministry and mission. Please join us on Tuesday, December 17, at 7pm in the Fellowship Hall.

Lay Leadership Training
On Sunday, December 29, 11am, after the Covenant Renewal service, all staff and laity on 2020 Church Council of
Stewards, Trustees, Finance, SPPRC, and Lay Leadership should come to a training led by Pastor Jimmy. We will provide
lunch.

2020 Church Leadership Meetings
The Church Council of Stewards will meet the third Tuesday of even numbered months.
The Board of Trustees will meet the first Tuesday of every month.

Church Financials through October 2019
Operating Fund:
YTD Income
YTD Expense
Difference

$ 341,324.67
$ 306,858.39
$ 34,466.28

Budgeted YTD Income $ 358,440.00
Budgeted YTD Expense $ 359,788.33
Difference
($ 1,348.33)
Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another as God in Christ forgave you. (Ephesians 4:32)

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
Advent Begins
8:30am Worship
9:45am Children's
Praise
9:45am Youth &
Adult Sunday
School
10am Children's
Sunday School
10:45am Worship
2pm Charge
Conference
2pm Girl Scouts 272
4:30pm BOLD LIFE

2
6:30pm Jacob’s
Ladder Board
7pm Lions Club

3
1:30pm Tai Chi
7pm Boy Scouts 298
7pm Trustees

4
12:30pm Staff
6pm BOLD LIFE
6:30pm Choir
6:30pm STEM Scouts
7:30pm Praise Band

5
9am Jacob’s Ladder
Chapel
10:30am Friendly
Neighbors
6pm Cub Scouts 297

6

7
1:30pm Christmas
Tea

8
8:30am Worship
9:30am Second
Sunday Breakfast
9:45am Children's
Praise
9:45am Youth &
Adult Sunday
School
10am Children's
Sunday School
10:45am Worship
2pm Girl Scouts 1318
4:30pm BOLD LIFE

9
6pm Girl Scouts 1720
7pm Venturing Crew
299

10
1:30pm Tai Chi
4pm - Young Hearts
7pm Boy Scouts 298

11
10:30am United
Methodist Women
12:30pm Staff
6pm BOLD LIFE
6:30pm Choir
6:30pm STEM Scouts
7pm Girl Scouts 2929
7:30pm Praise Band

12
11am Jacob’s Ladder
Christmas
Program
5pm Wedding
Rehearsal &
Dinner

13
3pm Wedding

14
8am United
Methodist Men
1pm Recital

15
8:30am Worship
9:45am Children's
Praise
9:45am Youth &
Adult Sunday
School
10am Children's
Sunday School
10:45am Worship
4:30pm BOLD LIFE

16
7pm Boy Scouts 298
Committee
Meeting
7pm Lions Club

17
1:30pm Tai Chi
7pm Boy Scouts 298
7pm Church Council
of Stewards

18
12:30pm Staff lunch
6pm BOLD LIFE
6:30pm Choir
6:30pm STEM Scouts

19
6pm Cub Scouts 297

20
1pm Tai Chi

21

22
Lessons & Carols
8:30am Worship
9:45am Children's
Praise
9:45am Youth &
Adult Sunday
School
10am Children's
Sunday School
10:45am Worship
4pm Light Bright
Caroling
4:30pm BOLD LIFE

23
7pm Venturing Crew
299

24
Christmas Eve
5pm Candlelight
Worship
Experience
7pm Candlelight
Worship
Experience
11pm Traditional
Candlelight
Worship

25
Christmas Day
5pm Room In The Inn

26

27
1pm Tai Chi

28

29
9am Sunday School
for All Ages
10am Worship
11am Lay Leadership
Training
4:30pm BOLD LIFE
6pm Hymn Sing

30

Offices Closed for Christmas
31
1:30pm Tai Chi

Offices Closed for Christmas

Upcoming Events
Jan 1
Jan 5
Jan 6
Jan 20
Jan 24
Jan 31

New Year’s Day - offices closed
Twelfth Night Jazz
Epiphany Day
MLK Jr Day - offices closed
Room In The Inn
Room In The Inn

