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Why
As a child, I drove my parents wild with one word: “why?” I was an inquisitive child who wanted to know how everything worked and how it
was all connected. I vividly remember asking my Dad where the sun came from, how it rose, where it went at night. Then, after he answered
all those questions, I asked him “why?” Dad liked to say because that is how it is, or because I said so. I was never satisfied with those
answers. I imagine my Dad smiles in heaven each time one of my children pushes me for the answers in the same way. “Why?”, “why?”,
“why?”, “but why?” Wesley (our 11 year old) even calls it “the why game.” After years of “why?”, I think I have come to a conclusion. Let me
tell you what helped me come to a conclusion before I share it.
I have had the great opportunity of working closely with our youth at NFUMC over the last few months. They are an amazing group of young
people, and I am full of hope for the future. Hanging out with young people will make you think about the future, and if we r eally listen to
them, I believe you too will experience the hope I have felt. Today’s youth want to engage and they also want to know “why?” That can be a
scary question. I also have come to believe that it is the most important question we can ask of ourselves and of others. I think “why?” is a
scary question because it requires us to think deeply about our beliefs and our actions. When it comes to faith, we sometimes get so
familiar with the language and customs of our religious practice that we forget the meaning. Asking “why?” can keep us connected to the
meaning of our faith. These young people have challenged me and gifted me with the answer I needed.
“Why?” matters to me because at the end of the day, when I lay my head on my pillow, I want to know that my existence matters. Some
days that is harder for me to justify than others, but the Good News is that I do not need to justify my existence. Christ did that for all of us
already. In giving Himself for all, the great “why?” of our lives has been answered. We exist for love. We exist because of the love of God
and we exist to express that love. I do not have all the answers. Many times over the last few months with our youth I have answered their
“why?” questions with a hearty, “I don’t know.” However, at the end of the day, literally and figuratively, I choose to answer “why?” with
the love that I both learn and experience from God. Religion is often depicted as requiring us to not ask “why?” True faith is all about
“why?” It is okay to ask “why?” and it is akay to say, “I don’t know.” We do not have all the answers, but God’s great answer to the world is
Jesus. Jesus’ birth, life, death, resurrection, and promised return all point to love. Love, when it is based in the sacrificial love of Christ, is an
answer I can live with. I am not sure why about a lot of things, but I choose love.
How we answer the “why?”s in our lives is about choice. You and I have to choose what answer we will
accept. I confess that I have tried a lot of answers. I have lived for me; I have lived for others; I have lived
for work and approval. None of those answers really worked. When I discovered the answer that I was
put on earth to love and be loved, I found peace and meaning. It is my earnest prayer that you are asking
“why?”, and it is my earnest prayer that you too will try the love of God. Not because it is your religion or
what you have always done, but because you earnestly long to know a love that both inspires you and
lets you lay your head down in peace each night. It is that love from God that is transforming the world,
and that is a good enough “why?” for me.
Praying that you are fully aware of and ready to share the love of God,

Rev. Jimmy Hendricks
pastorjimmy@nolensvilleumc.org

Getting Ready for the 35th Season of RITI
We are gearing up for the Winter Shelter part of our RITI ministry. Our biggest need is for a few men
who can rotate as drivers to pick up and drop off the men when we host. Please consider volunteering
your time in this way to help enable us to host men throughout the winter months. If you can
participate, please contact Amanda Zazworsky.
Also, keep thinking how your small group can plug into our RITI initiative in a way that educates our
community about this ministry and helps to connect more people to its mission. If you have questions, ask
Mary Beth Hagan, or if you need help engaging in the community, talk to Jason Bostelman or Jamie Albers.

Friendly Neighbors fce Club
The University of Tennessee Extension supports Family and Consumer Science (fce) clubs throughout the
state. Nolensville First UMC hosts the Friendly Neighbors fce club, and they will meet Thursday, October
3, at 10:30am in the Fellowship Hall. They will have will have an "Everything’s a Dollar" sale to raise
funds for Meals on Wheels, Nolensville Library, and GraceWorks Ministries. They continue to work on
several community projects, including:





Making fleece blankets for Ronald McDonald House
Collecting items for the Nolensville Food Pantry
Reading to the students at Jacob's Ladder
Partnering with other Williamson County fce clubs to welcome statewide fce clubs to our county in November

They welcome you to their October meeting and lunch!

United Methodist Women
On September 11, twenty-one members of the Nolensville First United Methodist Women met. President Penny
Belden opened the meeting with the UMW Purpose and Mission Statement. Joyce Powers led the devotion,
“Jesus is the Light of the World,” based on John 8:12.
Our librarian, Bobbi Toombs, recommends How the Well Women Became Well Women, which is a follow-up to
The Well Women, Bobbi noted that a movie is due to be released in December based on Just Mercy.
In September, we hosted the Harpeth River District UMW annual meeting. Kate Howard was chair of this event and did an outstanding job.
Our day to volunteer at GraceWorks has been changed to the fourth Thursday of every month. Contact Barbara Belden for more
information. If you would like to help bake bread for the Sunday morning bread ministry, also contact Barbara.
The UMW will be making pies and cakes for the Shrimp Boil on October 17. Janice Barger and Charlotte Iseldyke will host the UMW table at
the Christmas Tea on December 7.
This month’s program was given by Janice Barger on “In the Beginning There is Light”. She had us all thinking about the light and how
important it is in our lives. Janice passed around the table a plate of apple slices and a container full of honey, which is to represent “A
Good and Sweet Year.”
We closed with a statement of faith and a closing prayer by Barbara Belden. Several ladies went to Brother’s restaurant in Nolensville and
enjoyed the large helpings of food and fellowship.
We will meet on Wednesday, October 9, at 10:30am in the Fellowship Hall with Sandy Green and Joyce Powers as hostesses. We will select
our 2020 officers. The program will be presented by Zannie Martin.
Respectfully submitted,
~Karen Hoffmeister, Secretary

Second Sunday Breakfast
Please join us on October 13 at 9:30am for Second Sunday Breakfast. Bring a favorite breakfast dish to share
and come and fellowship between the services with church family from the other service!
The Journey Sunday School Class is responsible for set-up, drinks, and clean-up on October 13. Please
remember that the class responsible for Second Sunday Breakfast is also requested to provide cookies,
donuts, or other snacks for all other Sundays of the month. In November, the Good News Class will host.
Please put all food away after fellowship on ALL Sundays. We are called to be fishers of men, not of mice and ants! This class is also
responsible for returning the Fellowship Hall to “Sunday Setting” after breakfast. Diagrams are posted on the kitchen doors.

Eleventh Annual Shrimp Boil
The United Methodist Men (UMM) will host the eleventh annual Shrimp Boil on Saturday, October 19, 4-7pm, in the
Fellowship Hall. Tickets are $10 for adults and $6 for children. All proceeds benefit Room In the Inn. Please also consider
bringing a donation of new men’s t-shirts, socks, or underwear. Tickets can be purchased from the UMM or from the
front office.

Trunk or Treat
Children of all ages, come dressed in your costumes for a fun evening of trunk-or-treating on Sunday,
October 27, 4-6pm! Join us for trick or treating, games, karaoke, activities, and fun! In preparation for
the winter season, we will also be collecting donations for Room In The Inn guests who will be staying
at NFUMC during the cold nights. Consider bringing any of the following items to the event: Men’s
coats (larger coats especially needed), underwear (XL and larger especially needed), socks, razors,
warm shirts, and thermals. Love your neighbor, y’all!

UMW and GraceWorks Ministries
Our United Methodist Women are serving through giving to GraceWorks Ministries. Each month
they are concentrating on a particular need of GraceWorks, and they encourage the entire
congregation to help. In October, they are collecting combs and brushes. Every month they are collecting the following items for the Fuel
Bag program: peanut butter crackers, fruit snacks, cereal bars, granola bars, fruit cups, and pudding cups. Items can be left in the
GraceWorks bin in the breezeway or in the basket in the foyer. Thank you!

Red Cross Blood Drive Results

The Red Cross Blood Drive in September had 49 total donors, two first time donors, 48 units collected,
and 144 potential number of lives saved. Thank you!

Kroger Community Rewards
Dear Nolensville First United Methodist Church,
The Kroger Co. Family of Stores is committed to bringing hope and help to the local neighborhoods
we call home. Our stores are on a mission not to be just part of but to help create a stronger community. We recognize that every
community has unique causes that need support. Thank you for being such an important organization in our community.
From June through August, 2019, nineteen households contributed $61.97 to NFUMC. If you would also like to have Kroger give to the
church every time you shop there, visit www.Kroger.com/CommunityRewards and link your Kroger Card with Nolensville First UMC (account
number YY167).
~Community Rewards Staff

Cub Scout Troop 297
Cub Scout Troop 297 enjoyed an evening learning about our Nolensville Fire Department:

Boy Scout Troop 298 News
The scouts of Troop 298 held their Fall Court of Honor in which 88 merit badges were awarded, and sixteen of the
Troop’s 24 scouts advanced in rank.
The Troop recently went on a Scout Skills Weekend at Parish Reservation near Rock Island State Park, where the Scouts
were able to work on their rank/merit badge requirements as well as learn about Wilderness Survival. These camping
weekends are always a fun way to learn important life skills, and the Troop looks forward to doing more activities like
this in the future!
Respectfully Submitted,
~Joseff Ribble, Troop Scribe

Blended Worship 8:30am

Sunday School for All Ages 9:45am

Traditional Worship 10:45am

Church Retreat
Make plans on November 8-10 to join us for our third annual church retreat at Beersheba Springs Assembly, Bersheba Springs, Tennessee.
The retreat will take place Saturday am through worship on Sunday. Plan to arrive Friday night after dinner for fellowship, games and a
relaxed evening with your Church family OR Saturday morning by 10am. The retreat will conclude after morning worship on Sunday.
Activities to include: fellowship, devotion time, worship, hiking, bonfire, games, trivia, and plenty of time to rest, reflect, and reconnect.
What to bring:






Flashlight
Yard chair for the bonfire
Indoor and outdoor games for all ages
Hiking Shoes and warm clothes
A snack to share

There is a basketball goal, four-square courts, play structures, a sandbox, and plenty of wide open space to run and play. No bikes, scooters,
or skateboards please (camp policy).
Contact Zannie Martin or Susan Baker if you have questions about registration, accommodations, or have special dietary needs that need to
be shared with the kitchen. The registration form is available at worship services or on our website. Please return with payment by
October 27.

October
10/1 Nick Wilson; 10/3 Susan Baker, Levi Campbell; 10/4 David Clore, Griffin Stackhouse;
10/5 Nancy Hatcher; 10/6 Nancy Allen, Angie Jeffries, Ryman Owsley; 10/9 Carolyn Crigger;
10/10 Nancy Walker, Brad Tompkins; 10/12 Ethan Hall; 10/13 Patsy Elliott; 10/14 Sam Ringenberg;
10/15 Eileen Hogshead; 10/19 Geoffrey Reed; 10/20 Bailey Fohr; 10/21 Ben Ribble;
10/22 Lesa Smith, Sharon Bowater, Cathy Campbell, Jason Fohr, Matthew McGarvey;
10/23 Tom Woodcock; 10/25 Hayes Brownlee; 10/26 Katherine McGee, Hannah Jones;
10/27 Pat Patton; 10/28 Dana Cunningham, Scott Phillips, Ginger Milne, Macie Gray
10/6 Zannie & Keith Martin (18); 10/10 Sue & Brad Harki (32); 10/11 Elizabeth & Bart Pfeiffer (5);
10/12 Breann & Whit Jackson (6), Lisa & John Thompson (7); 10/19 Nelda & Robert Vest (34);
10/21 Laurie & Jason Bostelman(13); 10/22 Kathryn (Nichols) & Jonathon Kresse (3);
10/24 Alex & Andrew Tipton (4); 10/27 Jennifer & Jimmy Hendricks (18)

Fall Cleaning
If you haven’t noticed, our junk closet – er, the area behind the dividers in the Fellowship Hall – is getting full. During
the month of October, please find the items for which you are responsible and put them away in their proper place.
Anything remaining after November 1 will be disposed.

Church Council of Stewards - Change of Date!
The work of the Church Council of Stewards is to envision, plan, implement, and annually evaluate Nolensville First UMC’s
ministry and mission. Please join us on Tuesday, October 29, at 7pm in the Fellowship Hall.

Charge Conference
The date for our Charge Conference has been finalized! We will meet with the District Superintendent, Rev. Allen Black, on
Sunday, December 1, at 2pm at Epworth UMC. The entire church is invited to attend. Charge Conference Reports will still
be reviewed at the Church Council of Stewards meeting on October 29.

2019 Leadership Meetings
Church Council of Stewards:
October 29, 7pm
December 17, 7pm

Board of Trustees:
October 1, 7pm
November 5, 7pm
December 7, 7pm

Lay Leadership:
October 20, 7pm
Finance Committee:
October 24, 7pm

Sunday

6
8:30am Worship
9:45am Children’s
Praise
9:45am Youth &
Adult Sunday
School
10am Children’s
Sunday School
10:45am Worship
2pm Girl Scouts
272
4:30pm Youth
13
8:30am Worship
9:30am Second
Sunday
Breakfast
9:45am Children’s
Praise
9:45am Youth &
Adult Sunday
School
10am Children’s
Sunday School
10:45am Worship
4pm Youth: Gospel
Explosion
20
Children’s Sabbath
8:30am Worship
9:45am Children’s
Praise
9:45am Youth &
Adult Sunday
School
10am Children’s
Sunday School
10:45am Worship
2pm Girl Scouts
1318
2pm Reception
27
8:30am Worship
9:45am Children’s
Praise
9:45am Youth &
Adult Sunday
School
10am Children’s
Sunday School
10:45am Worship
4pm Trunk or
Treat

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1
1:30pm Tai Chi
7pm Boy Scouts
298
7pm Trustees

2
12:30pm Staff
6pm Youth
6pm STEM Scouts
6:30pm Choir
7:30pm Praise
Band

7
7pm Lions Club

8
7pm Boy Scouts
298

9
10:30am United
Methodist
Women
12:30pm Staff
6pm STEM Scouts
6:30pm Choir
7pm Girl SCouts
2929
7:30pm Praise
Band

14
7pm Venturing
Crew 299

15
1:30pm Tai Chi
7pm Boy Scouts
298

21
7pm Boy Scouts
298 Committee
Meeting
7pm Lions Club

28
7pm Venturing
Crew 299

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

3
9am JL Chapel
9am Advent
Collaborative
10:30am Friendly
Neighbors
6pm Cub Scouts
297
10
WCS Fall Break

4
1pm Tai Chi

5

11
WCS Fall Break

12
8am United
Methodist Men
5pm Wedding

16
12:30pm Staff
6pm Youth
6pm STEM Scouts
6:30pm Choir
7:30pm Praise
Band

17
9am Jacob’s
Ladder Chapel
6pm Cub Scouts
297

18
1pm Tai Chi

19
4pm UMM Shrimp
Boil

22
9am Jacob’s
Ladder Field Trip
1:30pm Tai Chi
7pm Boy Scouts
298
7pm Lay
Leadership

23
12:30pm Staff
6pm Youth
6pm STEM Scouts
6:30pm Choir
7:30pm Praise
Band

24
1pm Prayer Shawls
6pm Cub Scouts
297
7pm Finance

25
10:30am Young
Hearts
1pm Tai Chi

26
7am Lions Club
Pancake
Breakfast
5pm Lions Club
Picnic

29
1:30pm Tai Chi
7pm Boy Scouts
298
7pm Church
Council of
Stewards

30
12:30pm Staff
6pm Youth
6pm STEM Scouts
6:30pm Choir
7:30pm Praise
Band

31

Upcoming Events
Nov 1
Nov 3
Nov 3
Nov 8-10
Nov 8
Nov 11
Nov 14
Nov 24
Nov 28-29

All Saints’ Day
All Saints’ Sunday
Daylight Saving Time ends
NFUMC Retreat
Nolensville Veterans Day Parade
Veterans Day
Red Cross Blood Drive
Ebenezer UMC Community Thanksgiving
Thanksgiving - offices closed

