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Being Hope

Over the last several years, I often find myself lamenting the state of the world and particularly the state of the culture in which I find
myself. We seem full of angst, ready to attack anyone and everyone at any moment. We often seem full of ourselves, sure that we have all
the answers. We love to speak more than we love to listen, and, perhaps most alarming for me, we seem to believe that we can fix any
problem on our own. Maybe this last observation is because I am a firm believer in the message of the Gospel that tells me that without
God I am not capable of any real change, truth, or transformation. Perhaps I have too negative a view of the state of the world. Perhaps I
have reached the age when one starts to long for “simpler” times. I am not sure, but I think it is probably a combination of a lot of factors.
The one thing I am sure of is that I want to see hope!
I want to see hope that love does overcome hate. I want to see humility overcome dominance. I want to see peace valued more than
control. I want to see forgiveness sought and offered freely. In short, I want to see the Kingdom of God at hand. I keep asking myself where
is the Kingdom of God bubbling up around us. My time serving Nolensville First UMC has taught me to name my God sightings. Every
Sunday, we take time to name those places where we see God at work and give thanks. Sometimes this is hard for me. Maybe like me, you
sometimes find yourself longing for a great display of God’s love in action. Maybe you want to see the hope we recall from the Holy
Scriptures.
Over the last two weeks, my prayer has been for God to give me the eyes to see the hope that I believe is there. Finally, this week I listened
to the answer. I had been to the dentist. It was an unpleasant visit. I was sore and swollen. During my devotional time, for some reason I
went to the bathroom mirror to check the damage. It was about the time I was praying the prayer that had become rote: God show me the
hope You are pouring into this world. I found myself staring at myself. I was tired, unshaven, swollen, in some discomfort, and I was a child
of God.
You see, the hope of the world lives and reigns in each one of us. God’s very presence comes to us now in the most unlikely of ways,
through broken sinners in need of redemption. You and I, the people called Christian, are part of God’s answer to “where is the hope?” We
are meant to be a people undergoing a transformation.
If you long to see love overcome hate, let us start with our own heart. If you want to see humility overcome dominance, let us begin on our
knees. If you want to see peace valued more than control, let us allow God to guide us. Finally, if you want to see forgiveness sought and
offered freely, begin by asking for and freely giving forgiveness.

The hope of the world is indeed at hand. The hope of the world lives and reigns in
each of us. Instead of lamenting the state of the world, I am asking God to use me.
Use me so that others might know God’s real love. This month I am asking that
you join me in devoting ourselves more fully to being God sightings. In short, if you
join me in longing for a better world let us start with ourselves by becoming better
servants of the One who never loses hope, our Lord Jesus the Christ.
Hopefully yours,

Rev. Jimmy Hendricks
pastorjimmy@nolensvilleumc.org

Getting Ready for the 35th Season of RITI
A group of fourteen volunteers from Nolensville First UMC attended the Room In The Inn open house on
August 27.
All of the RITI staff knew about NFUMC's initiative to spread the word about the ministry and to engage
more with RITI. They are as excited as we are!
This year when winter shelter starts, it will be their 35th year, and they have over 200 congregations who
participate in sheltering people between November and March.
More impressive were the day-to-day services that they provide in downtown Nashville, such
as recuperative care, veteran’s assistance with an effective
partnership with the VA, laundry services, foot care, and residential transitional living. The
individual care and attention that people receive at RITI is amazing.
The RITI initiative team at NFUMC will be talking to the small groups throughout our church
to help you kick-start your creative brains on ways to support this ministry, but, more
importantly, to educate the community and find ways to help more people experience Jesus
through serving other people.
If you are not in a small group, or even if you are not a member at Nolensville First UMC,
reach out to Mary Beth Hagan for information about how you can plug into this
initiative. There are opportunities for all of us.

With Fr. Strobel at the Open House

Second Sunday Breakfast
Please join us on September 8 at 9:30am for Second Sunday Breakfast. Bring a favorite breakfast dish to
share and come and fellowship between the services with church family from the other service!
The Fellowship Sunday School Class is responsible for set-up, drinks, and clean-up on September 8. Please
remember that the class responsible for Second Sunday Breakfast is also requested to provide cookies,
donuts, or other snacks for all other Sundays of the month. In October, the Journey Class will host.
Please put all food away after fellowship on ALL Sundays. We are called to be fishers of men, not of mice and ants! This class is also
responsible for returning the Fellowship Hall to “Sunday Setting” after breakfast. Diagrams are posted on the kitchen doors.

United Methodist Women
The United Methodist Women met on August 14 with nineteen members and one guest present. Connie Fisher
led us in the devotion, “Don’t Get Tired of Doing Good,” and the scripture was Galatians 6:22, 6:7: “Share each
other’s burdens, and in this way obey the law of Christ. You will always harvest what you plant.”
Our ladies are diligently planning for the District Meeting which will be held on September 28 at Nolensville First
UMC. Kate Howard has been chairing this event, and the individual committees are ready for this to take place.
Our program was given by our own Sandy Johnson on Prayer and Self Denial, which is a required program to make our UMW a Five-Star
unit. A closing prayer was given before several ladies went to Smyrna and had a wonderful lunch at Asuka’s.
Our next meeting will be Wednesday, September 11, at 10:30am in the Fellowship Hall with Janice Barger as the hostess. We would be
delighted to have visitors as well as women wanting to come join our unit.
Respectfully submitted,
~Karen Hoffmeister, Secretary

Red Cross Blood Drive

Nolensville First UMC will host a Red Cross blood drive on Thursday, September 12, 1:15-7:15pm in the Fellowship Hall. We will also have a
Donor Appreciation at the beginning of the blood drive with cake and recognize the leaders at Nolensville First UMC that make these
drives possible.
Please join our lifesaving mission and schedule an appointment online today appointment online at www.RedCrossBlood.org using code
“Nolensville”!
Streamline your donation experience and save up to fifteen minutes by visiting www.RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your
pre-donation reading and health history questions on the day of your appointment. Download the Red Cross Blood Donor App on the App
Store, Google Play, or text BLOODAPP to 90999. Schedule appointments, get rewards, and invite friends to join you on a lifesaving team.

Crusin’ with the Cops
Join the Nolensville Police Department for Cruzin’ with the Cops on Saturday, September 21, 7:30-10:30am in the
parking lot at Nolensville First UMC. This event will showcase antique cars, cops onsite to meet with residents, and
AARP distributing Fraud Watch Network information

Community Fish Fry
Ebenezer UMC is hosting its annual community fish fry on Saturday, September 21, 10am-4pm. This event, organized by
the men of the church, is at 101 King Street in Nolensville. So enjoy Crusin’ with the Cops and then head on over! Visitors
can dine-in or carry out.

Troop 298 Eagle Scouts
As we begin another Scouting year, Nolensville Troop 298 is pleased to announce the following scouts have achieved the rank of Eagle Scout
during the past year:








Rodney Bakken
Christopher Bartz
Bret Berry
Alex Peeler
Parker Phegley
Gus Smith
Drake Woodward

These young men have completed all of the requirements for the Eagle Scout rank and we are proud of all of their hard work and
perseverance. The Troop also would like to thank Nolensville First United Methodist Church for being the charter organization for Troop
298. Without the support of the church, we would not have the resources we need in order for our scouts to achieve the rank of Eagle
Scout.

UMW and GraceWorks Ministries
Our United Methodist Women are serving through giving to GraceWorks Ministries. Each month
they are concentrating on a particular need of GraceWorks, and they encourage the entire
congregation to help. In September, they are collecting boxed meals. Every month they are collecting the following items for the Fuel Bag
program: peanut butter crackers, fruit snacks, cereal bars, granola bars, fruit cups, and pudding cups. Items can be left in the GraceWorks
bin in the breezeway or in the basket in the foyer. Thank you!

Blended Worship 8:30am

Sunday School for All Ages 9:45am

Traditional Worship 10:45am

Hymn Sing
I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart;
I will recount all of your wonderful deeds.
I will be glad and exult in you;
will sing praise to your name, O Mostz High. (Psalm 9:1–2)
Our next Sunday Night Hymn Sing will take place on Sunday, September 29, at 6pm. A hymn reminds us of who God is and what He has
promised us. It fuels our faith, a foundation we can stand upon throughout our lives. It weaves our lives together as believers and connects
us with the Church’s history and the cloud of witnesses who have gone before us. Join us for an unplugged hymn sing in our beautiful
Sanctuary.

Save the Date: Church Retreat
Save the date for a church-wide retreat on November 8-10 at Beersheba Springs Assembly. Everyone is invited — watch
for more details soon. See Zannie Martin for questions.

Holiday Musicians Needed!
We arre seeking musicians to join us in song during the Advent and Christmas season! If you would be interested in singing in the adult choir
during this most joyous season, we encourage you to rehearse with us on Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm in the choir room (directly behind
the Sanctuary).
If you play an instrument, we encourage you to participate as well!
Brass, guitars, woodwinds, and bells will also be part of worship during the Advent and Christmas season. There are numerous opportunities
to share music with your church family. Contact Sandy (music@nolensvilleumc.org) to plug into the worship and music ministries at NFUMC.

Welcome, Dre Davis!
We are excited for you to meet our new Youth Director, Andre “Dre” Davis. Dre is currently working on his Master’s in Divinity at Vanderbilt
University. His previous experience includes Youth Villages where he was a Behavioral Youth Counselor. Dre currently lives in Mt. Juliet with
his wife, Alexis, and one-year-old daughter, Ashira. Take a moment to introduce yourself and welcome Dre to the NFUMC family.

September
9/1 Emily Thompson; 9/2 Lynette Jones, John Overton; 9/7 Ashira Davis; 9/9 Brady Clark;
9/15 Harrison Burch;9/20 Darrell Hall; 9/21 Wesley Hendricks; 9/25 Christina Clark; 9/26 Kathy Maynard;
9/27 Hilda Swindell, Marshall Amis; 9/28 Mary Putman; 9/29 Carolyn Battle, Gail Howell, Jim Pickett;
9/30 Tom Overton, Ruby Douglas, Lindsey Kinsman, Lauren Kinsman
9/2 Jane & Red Johnson (64); 9/3 Joyce & Pat Patton (65); 9/10 Dana & Ken Cunningham;
9/12 Janice & Hugh Barger (49); 9/13 Sherry & Mike Paschall (37); 9/17 Lois & Lanny McGowan (65);
9/22 Sarah & Chris Campbell (7); 9/25 Erin & Mike Leach (15); 9/29 Christina & Daniel Clark (12);
9/30 Dot & Lester Hitt (63)

2020 Budget Planning
Attention, church leaders! Please turn in your 2020 budget requests to the Finance Committee by Monday,
September 30 (finance@nolensvilleumc.org).

Charge Conference
If you received a Charge Conference Form, please turn in your report by Monday, September 30, so that they can be
compiled, distributed, and reviewed at the Church Council of Stewards meeting on October 15. The date for our Charge
Conference has not yet be set.

Church Financials through July 31
Operating Fund:
YTD Income
YTD Expense
Difference

$ 237,059.39
$ 216,157.86
$ 20,901.53

Budgeted YTD Income $ 250,310.00
Budgeted YTD Expense $ 251,938.41
Difference
($ 1,938.41)
Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another as God in Christ forgave you. (Ephesians 4:32)

2019 Leadership Meetings
Church Council of Stewards:
October 15, 7pm
December 17, 7pm

Board of Trustees:
September 3, 7pm
October 1, 7pm
November 5, 7pm
December 7, 7pm

Finance:
October 24, 7pm
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
8:30am Worship
9:45am Children’s
Praise
9:45am Youth &
Adult Sunday
School
10am Children's
Sunday School
10:45am Worship
4:30pm Youth

2
Offices Closed

3
1:30pm Tai Chi
7pm Boy Scouts 298
7pm Trustees

4
12:30pm Staff
6pm Girl Scout
Parent Info Night
6pm Youth
6:30pm Choir
7:30pm Praise Band

5
10:30am Friendly
Neighbors
6pm Cub Scouts 297

6
1pm Tai Chi

7
6pm Reception

8
8:30am Worship
9:30am Second
Sunday Breakfast
9:45am Children’s
Praise
9:45am Youth &
Adult Sunday
School
10am Children's
Sunday School
10:45am Worship
2pm Girl Scouts 1318
4:30pm Youth

9
6:30pm Jacob's
Ladder Board
7pm Venturing Crew
299

10
1:30pm Tai Chi
7pm Boy Scouts 298

11
10:30am United
Methodist Women
12:30pm Staff
6pm Youth
6:30pm Choir
7pm Girl Scouts 2929
7:30pm Praise Band

12
1:15pm Red Cross
Blood Drive
6pm Cub Scouts 297

13
1pm Tai Chi

14
8am United
Methodist Men

15
8:30am Worship
9:45am Children’s
Praise
9:45am Youth &
Adult Sunday
School
10am Children's
Sunday School
10:45am Worship
3pm Service Sundays
4:30pm Youth

16
7pm Boy Scouts 298
Committee
Meeting
7pm Lions Club

17
1:30pm Tai Chi
7pm Boy Scouts 298

18
12:30pm Staff
6pm Youth
6:30pm Choir
7:30pm Praise Band

19
6pm Cub Scouts 297

20
1pm Tai Chi

21
7:30am Cruzin’ with
the Cops
10am Ebenezer
UMC Fish Fry

22
8:30am Worship
9:45am Children’s
Praise
9:45am Youth &
Adult Sunday
School
10am Children's
Sunday School
10:45am Worship
4:30pm Youth

23
7pm Venturing Crew
299

24
1:30pm Tai Chi
7pm Eagle Scout
Court of Honor

25
12:30pm Staff
6pm Youth
6:30pm Choir
7:30pm Praise Band

26
1pm Prayer Shawls
6pm Cub Scouts 297

27
10:30am Young
Hearts

28
United Methodist
Women District
Meeting

29
8:30am Worship
9:45am Children’s
Praise
9:45am Youth &
Adult Sunday
School
10am Children's
Sunday School
10:45am Worship
4:30pm Youth
6pm Hymn Sing

30

Upcoming Events
Oct 6
Oct 10-11
Oct 15
Oct 19
Oct 20
Oct 26
Oct 27

World Communion Sunday
WCS Fall Break
Church Council of Stewards
UMM Dinner
Children’s Sabbath
Lions Club Pancake Breakfast
Trunk or Treat

