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Riz’s Reflections… 

 
“You have heard that it was said, 

‘Love your neighbor and hate your 

enemy.’ But I tell you, love your 

enemies and pray for those who 

persecute you, that you may be 

children of your Father in heaven. 

He causes his sun to rise on the evil 

and the good, and sends rain on the 

righteous and the unrighteous.  If 

you love those who love you, what 

reward will you get? Are not even 

the tax collectors doing that?” – 

Matthew 5:43-46 

Dear Church, 

Peace be with you. Jesus tells us 

that we are to read the signs around 

us to determine what is happening 

in the world and to prayerfully 

consider our response. It is clear 

that we are in election season as 

lawn signs and political ads (mostly 

negative) pepper our collective 

conscious. We are Christians first 

and we are also citizens of our 

nation and thus have the privilege 

and responsibility to vote for elected 

officials who serve the citizens. In 

any election no matter how 

mundane or controversial there will 

be winners and losers. Sometimes it 

is the party you voted for and other 

times it is another party that is 

declared winner. Regardless of the 

outcome we are still part of a 

community with those who voted 

differently; they could be our 

neighbors, family members and 

members of our faith community. 

Yet in these extremely polarized 

times many of us ask how do we 

remain friendly to those whom we 

disagree with? 

Jesus addressing a large crowd of 

people gave instructions to his 

followers about how to interact with 

those in the community whom they 

disagreed with. Polarization was rife 

in the Jewish community during the 

time of Jesus’ ministry as some in 

the community thought it was best 

to collaborate with the Romans who 

occupied Israel and those who 

passionately disagreed with that 

position. One such group who were 

used by the Romans to collect on 

their system of taxation were the 

reviled tax collectors, who were 

Jewish themselves and had to shake 

down their fellow citizens. Even the 

hated tax collectors know how to 

love those who love them, the 

disciples of Christ are called to a 

higher standard. In a move that 

stunned the crowds, Jesus advocated 

that we love our enemies! This is a 

gross departure from the traditional 

Jewish sentiment in the Torah that 

called for an “eye for an eye” which 

means that you are justified in 

retaliating against your enemy. The 

word enemy is defined as not just as 

those whom you might be at war 

with but anyone whom you disagree 

with.  

We are most certainly not at war 

with those whom we disagree with 

(Continued on page 2) 
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this election season and beyond. They 

are our fellow citizens whom we are 

called to work with to build stronger 

communities together and solve issues 

that plague us all. Social 

psychologist Muzafer Sherif noted 

in his research that studies of World 

War II support the notion that 

working together reduces tensions 

between groups that might 

otherwise be hostile toward one 

another. White troops who fought 

alongside Black soldiers held less 

racial animus post-war. The same 

was true with White merchant 

marines who served with Black 

sailors.  

It is absolutely true that we can 

disagree with people and remain 

united as a community and a nation. 

The key to this is to work together 

and treat your neighbor as a 

neighbor and not your enemy. 

Christianity is the only religion in 

the world that calls us to love our 

enemies. This is difficult work but 

it is also life giving work in a world 

that desperately needs good news. 

Remember that the sun shines on 

the righteous and unrighteous alike, 

the good news is that you do not 

have to judge, just love. May God 

strengthen us all for the task ahead. 

In Christ, 

Rev Riz 

 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

Riz’s Reflections... (cont’d) 

“Even the hated 

tax collectors 

know how to love 

those who love 

them, the 

disciples of Christ 

are called to a 

higher standard.”  

Every Meal help needed 

Hungry children need your help! New Life Presbyterian and St. Timothy Lutheran partner 

with Every Meal for a weekly distribution of food to students in need at Como Park 

Elementary so they won’t go hungry over the weekend. If you would like to volunteer to 

deliver food packages to their classrooms, please sign up for a date at https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c48a5ad23a3fc1-every,  or contact Lindy Maurey at 651-

488-8902 or mjmaurey@yahoo.com for more information. Thank you! 

Landscaping ideas for our new digital sign 2023 

 
 
 

Are you interested in helping get a landscape idea to our 
Buildings & Grounds Committee? Well this is the article to 
help you do that. Please email our awesome Church Admin-
istrator, Michelle with any ideas that you may have for land-
scaping around the new digital sign. We have all winter and 
spring to get it sorted out and to pick the best idea. So don’t 
be shy, send those ideas over. Michelle can be reached via 
email at michelle@newlifechurchroseville.org or call her with 
this info at (651) 488-5581, x 220 
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Fair 
Trade 

Market 
is this 

month! 

Our 

annual 
holiday 

FAIR TRADE MARKET will 

be Saturday, November 5 (9 
a.m. to 4 p.m.), and Sunday, 

November 6 (11 a.m. to 2 

p.m.). 

We could use additional help 

putting on this fabulous 
sale, so there will be a table 

in the atrium on Sundays, 
for volunteers to find out 
more about the sale, and to 

sign up for three-hour shifts. 

To receive more news about 
the sale, follow our page on 

Facebook: Fair Trade Market 

at New Life Presbyterian. 

OUR 2022 CROP WALK 
DID A GREAT JOB!! 

I just found out that we 

pulled in more money for 

the St. Paul CROP Walk 

for Hunger than last 

year and thought you 

would like to know that 

New Life Church 

Roseville brought in 

$678.00 ! THANK YOU, 

THANK YOU!! 

 COP 27 is 

COMING…………WATCH 

THE NEWS IN 

NOVEMBER! 

The 27th session of the 

Conference of the Parties 

(COP 27) to the UN 

Framework Convention on 

Climate Change will take 

place for the first time in 

Africa at Sharm El-Sheikh, 

Egypt from Sunday, 

November 6 through Friday, 

November 18, 2022.  

Please pay attention to the 

news & check your computer 

to see what agreements or 

actions have come out of 

this very important 

gathering with participants 

from all 197 countries of 

the world. Egypt hopes to 

inspire over 35,000 

participants. The head of 

the UN office on Climate 

Change reminds us that “the 

cost of inaction is far 

greater than action” and 

that we are now in a place 

where all carbon dioxide 

emissions must be cut in 

half by 2030 throughout 

the world. 

The Presbyterian Church 

(USA) recently passed a lot of 

environmental actions at its 

summer General Assembly 

and will be sending 

representatives to COP 27. 

Also, Minnesota’s j. Drake 

Hamilton from Fresh Energy 

has applied for two panel 

presentations she would like 

to give featuring our 

Midwest’s bold 

commitments. Don’t miss 

out! 

Foodmobile Weds. Nov 16  

1-3 pm Keystone Foodmobile 
will be in our parking lot to 
provide food shelf services to 

anyone needing emergency 
food support. The 

FoodMobile brings nutritious 
food to people in need. Easily 
save time by walking up to 

our Foodmobile today. 

 

Blue Barrel will be on 
November 13. Last month 
we donated 60 pounds! 
Come visit the atrium’s 
Blue Barrel with non-
perishable items to be 
donated to Keystone Food 
Shelf. Glass jars are 
accepted and must be 
placed outside the barrel. 
In great need is cereal. 
Thank you! 

News 
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Trees of Life, A letter from Jed and Jenny Koball, serving in Peru 

Dear friends, 

Fasten your seat belts and prepare for take-off! Once again, planes are lining up on tarmacs and 
racing down runways throughout the world as people travel the globe, reconnect with others, 
and return to business (somewhat) as usual. Following an 18-month grounding of my own here in 
Lima, I, too, have found myself back in the friendly skies. In the 12 months prior to the pandemic, I 
took 26 flights (mostly for work). In these past 12 months, since receiving my first round of vac-
cines, I have taken 20 flights (both for work and personal reasons). The frequent flier miles are 
adding up. So are the carbon emissions. 

 One travel venture of particular importance was a two-flight trip from Lima to Louisville this past 
June for the 225th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). I had the honor of serv-
ing as a Missionary Advisory Delegate and was assigned to the Environmental Justice Committee. 
I encourage you to read about some of the important decisions that came from this committee 
and were approved by the larger assembly, such as divestment from five major fossil fuel compa-
nies, investment in a  green future, and creation of the Presbyterian Tree Fund.  

The Presbyterian Tree Fund was of special interest to me because it was born conceptually in Pe-
ru. In 2014, our global partner Red Uniendo Manos Peru, hosted an international conference on 
climate change that ran parallel to the 20th Conference of the Parties (COP-20) that was hosted 
that year by the city of Lima. From across the United States, dozens of Presbyterians traveled to 
Peru to learn from our global partners about the impacts of climate change and the strategies 
needed to adapt to it and to mitigate global warming. In jest, a colleague of mine pointed out the 
irony of people jet-setting across the world and generating carbon emissions in the interest of 
slowing down global warming.  

Of course, many a truth is said in jest, and I took these words of irony to heart. In the subsequent 
years, I wrestled with my own personal carbon footprint attributed to my air travel as well as the 
footprint of the many Presbyterians who travel to Peru to visit our partners. During that time, our 
partners began supporting a reforestation project in the central Andes that serves both to ad-
dress the impacts of climate change in the high mountains as well as the contamination from 
nearby mining activity. Presbyterian visitors took great interest in this work and got their hands 
dirty planting trees. But even then, something felt amiss that such good-intentioned and thought-
ful people would travel so far to accompany our partners in this work without taking into account 
the carbon emissions they were generating to get there. It was in one such visit that our partners 
and Presbyterians planted the idea of creating a carbon offset program in which Presbyterians 
could contribute to a fund that would provide grants for global and domestic partners of the PC
(USA) who are engaged in tree-planting and other carbon sequestration projects.  

In the Fall of 2019, the Peru Mission Network – a collaboration of Presbyterians from across the 
U.S. who are engaged in God’s mission in Peru – gathered outside of Houston, Texas, along with 
invitees from Peru to discern how they might work together more collaboratively with one anoth-
er and hold each other accountable. On their agenda was the carbon offset program first envi-
sioned in Peru. Together they articulated the objectives and concept of the program, which they 
named the Presbyterian Tree Fund, and in the early months of 2020, just prior to the start of the 
pandemic, they brought the proposal to their respective presbyteries as an overture to go before 
the General Assembly. To have participated in the very General Assembly in which the Presbyteri-
an Tree Fund overture was finally approved was indeed nothing less than a very special honor.  

           (Continued on page 5) 
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Cont’d letter from our mission partners 

 
In the coming months, you will hear more about this fund – how you can contribute to it and how 
global and domestic partners will benefit from it (or, more accurately, how we will all benefit from 
it). Beyond the pandemic that impacted all corners of the globe, there is no singular issue that 
threatens humanity more today than climate change. While the Tree Fund itself is far from a solu-
tion to the world’s woes or even our own behaviors that contribute to global warming, it is mean-
ingful and faithful action that reflects prayerful partnership rooted in solidarity and accountabil-
ity.  

I am grateful to each of you who have supported such partnership over the years through your 
generous donations, bold actions and courageous voices. And I confess that I look forward to 
your visits here and/or our travels there since God seems closest when two or three are gathered 
together in the Spirit of God’s love and hope.  

On that note, I end this letter to say that Jenny, Thiago and I continue to be encouraged and com-
forted by your prayers, as the way is still not clear for us to visit the U.S. together as a family. We 
pray for your continued patience and understanding. As soon as we have travel documents in 
hand, we will be quick to let you know! 

In the Spirit that binds us, 

Jed (on behalf of Jenny) 
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BUILDING PARTNERS: FOLFC = Foundation of Life Faith Community, GFANC = Gospel for All Nations Church, 

KCOC = Kenyan Christian Outreach Church 

 

 

 

 

November 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

November 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 9:15a TOPS 

11:30a Staff 

Mtg. 

1p Blood Drive 

2 9a Quilters 

5:30p Confirm. 

Class 

6p Choir 

7:15p Handbell 

3 E-Notes Day 

12p Sunday 

Worship Prep 

6p GFANC 

Prayer Mtg. 

6:10p BB AA 

4 Fair Trade 

Set-up 

11a Riz Mtg. 

1p NSC 

World Commu-

nity Day 

5 9a Holiday Fair 

Trade Market 

9a Earth Care 

2p GFANC Board 

Mtg. 

6 11a Holiday 

Fair Trade Market 

10a Worship 

10:30a Kenyan 

11a Fellowship 

11:30a GFANC 

1p FOLFC 

5p Firing Line AA 

7 8 9:15a TOPS 

11:30a Staff 

Mtg. 

1p Former De-

mentia Caregiv-

ers 

6:30p Faith 

Formation 

9 9a Quilters 

9a Men’s 

Breakfast 

5:30p Confirm. 

Class-Offsite 

6p Choir 

7:15a Handbell 

10  

12p Sunday 

Worship Prep 

5p C & W 

5:30p B & G 

6p GFANC 

Prayer Mtg.  

6:10p BB AA 

11 12p NSC 

Board Mtg. 

1p NSC 

 

VETERAN’S 

DAY 

12 9:30a Care 

Coordinators 

10a Funeral—

Halvorsen 

13  10a Worship 

10:30a Kenyan 

11a Annual Mtg. 

11a Fellowship 

11:30a GFANC 

1p FOLFC 

5p Firing Line AA 

14 E-Notes Day 

7p Finance 

15 9:15a TOPS 

11:30a Staff 

Mtg. 

12p New Life 

News article 

items due 

16 9a Quilters 

10:45a Meals 

on Wheels 

1p FoodMobile 

5:30p Confirm. 

Class 

6p Choir 

17  E-Notes 

Day 

12p Sunday 

Worship Prep 

6p GFANC 

Prayer Mtg. 

6:10p BB AA 

18 1p NSC 19 2p GFANC Board 

Mtg. 

7a Funeral—Fong 

20 10a Worship 

10:30a Kenyan 

11a Fellowship 

11:30a GFANC 

1p FOLFC 

5p Firing Line AA 

21  22 9:15a TOPS 

1p Former De-

mentia Caregiv-

ers 

6:30p Session 

23 9a Quilters 

9a Men’s 

Breakfast 

6p Choir 

7:15p Handbell 

24 12p Sunday 

Worship Prep 

6p GFANC 

Prayer Mtg. 

6:10 BB AA 

25 1p NSC 26 

27 Advent starts 

10a Worship 

10:30a Kenyan 

11a Fellowship 

11:30a GFANC 

1p FOLFC 

5p Firing Line AA 

28 E-Notes Day 

 

29 9:15a TOPS 

11:30a Staff 

Mtg. 

 

30 9a Quilters 

6p Choir 

7:15a  Hand-

bell 
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2nd - Deb Griffin, Robbie Link 

5th -  Emily Laizans 

7th - Autumn Hubbell 

10th - Sebastian  Viau 

11th - John Silliman III 

13th - Kimberley Spear, Caroline 
Andin 

14th - Jenni Mancha 

15th - Lindy Maurey 

19th - Rollie Baldwin, Gregory 
Brown 

20th - Adam Schultz 

21st - Ginnie Seaborg 

23rd - Hope Holbrook 

27th -  Ed Galle 

29th - Keldan Hendricksen 

30th - A.D. Dickson, Joyce 
Yeboah 

November Birthdays 

If your November birthday is missing from this list, our apologies.  Please let Roshelle in the church office 
know so we can include you next time.  (rmountain@newlifechurchroseville.org or 651-488-5581 ext. 210) 

Ministers: New Life Congregation 
Minister of Word & Sacrament: 
  Riz Prakasim, ext 211 (Sabbath Mondays) 
  riz@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Director of Music Ministry: 
  Logan Combs, ext 217 
      logan.combs@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Business Administrator: 
  Michelle Kozitza, ext 220 
  michelle@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Administrative Assistant: 
  Roshelle Mountain, ext 210 
  rmountain@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Communications Collaborator: 
  TBD 
 communications@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Custodian: Geoffrey Sargent 
  geoffrey@newlifechurchroseville.org 

Building & Grounds: Kim Spear 

Celebration & Worship:  Sara Drake 

Church & Society:  Molly Cacek 

Community Garden:   Maria Schultz 

Congregational Care:  Joanne Kallstrom 

Finance:  Margie Johns 

Membership & Growth:  Tom Carlson 

Nominating:  Pam Hord 

Personnel:  Lindy Maurey 

A Friendly Reminder       
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It is now getting into the fall and winter months here at New 
Life. We only have access to the  HVAC system in the newer 
portions of the building. Keeping that in mind, when you do use 
our space for a gathering or event please remember to keep 
the thermostat at 63 or so when not occupied and 72 when 
occupied. The thermostats can’t turn off and on by themselves 
so try to remember to set them back when done. Thank you in 
advance.  
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