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Riz’s Reflections… 
You don’t really know about 
tomorrow. What is your life? You 

are a mist that appears for only a 
short while before it vanishes.  

– James 4:14 

 

Dear Church, 

Peace be with you. We as the 

church are now in the season 

known as Eastertide, which lasts 

from Easter Sunday to Pentecost 

Sunday. Those days following the 

good news of Christ’s resurrection 

were surely life changing for the 

disciples just as it is for us today 

as we continue to celebrate the 

resurrection of our Lord. One of 

the things that we as twenty-first-

century disciples and the original 

disciples have in common is 

figuring out our place in the 

world in light of the resurrection. 

Those first century disciples 

initially thought that the Messiah 

was going to usher in the former 

glory of Israel but had to 

eventually accept the fact that 

God was restoring all of humanity 

in a completely different way 

through the inbreaking of God’s 

kingdom through Jesus. Those 

disciples had to use all that God 

had imparted to them each day 

by living faithfully in each moment 

as servant disciples not knowing 

if they would see tomorrow as the 

society around them became 

increasingly hostile towards 

Christianity. 

The biblical author and disciple 

James speaks to the brevity of 

this life as he provides 

instructions for future disciples 

regarding how we are to live in 

the here and now. Jesus also 

spoke about the eternal life to 

come but also instructed the 

disciples to make the most out of 

our time on earth. The Roman 

philosopher Seneca the Younger 

once said, “This life is only a 

prelude to eternity.” What does 

this mean for us in today’s world 

in which so much distressing 

news abounds which can make us 

feel helpless and like none of 

what we do can make a 

difference?  

 

Let us look to the example of 

Brother Lawrence who served at 

the Carmelite monastery in Paris. 

After being forced to retire from 

the army due to an injury, Brother 

Lawrence entered into the 

monastic way of life. He served in 

the kitchen of the monastery 

which itself is not impressive, but 

it is how he approached his 

everyday tasks that made people 

take notice. In his wisdom 

writings he wrote, “It seems like a 

world of trouble to bring oneself 

into the consciousness of God's 

presence. Yet it might be so 

simple. Is it not quicker and easier 

just to do our common business 

wholly for the love of him?"  

(Continued on page 2) 

Daring to  l ive   

in  Jesus   

transforming  

love  
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Brother Lawrence made it a practice 

to live each moment as though he 

is in the presence of God, giving his 

all in each task regardless of its 

importance. It can be hard for us in 

our business to carve out space to 

meditate and pray to feel the 

presence of God. So perhaps we 

can learn from Brother Lawrence 

who persistently turned his 

thoughts and love to God, no 

matter what he was doing. The 

practice of the presence of God is a 

practice that eventually forms a 

habit. Therefore, the holiness of 

serving our Lord & Savior is 

available within the common 

business of life. Whether you are 

praying for others or going grocery 

shopping - all the tasks of our lives 

can be done out of love for God, 

ensuring that we give our best 

when we know that we are in the 

presence of God. 

I pray that whatever we do and 

practice that we might seek to love 

God in all we do, and in doing so 

love our neighbor and let our light 

shine before the world. May you 

find a deep satisfaction in living in a 

way that proclaims the love of God 

in all you do. 

 

In Christ, 

Rev Riz  

(Continued from page 1) 

Riz’s Reflections... (cont’d) 

I pray that 

whatever we do 

and practice that 

we might seek to 

love God in all we 

do... 

Pentecost Special Offering 

At Pentecost, we celebrate that God 
offers more than we can plan. Our 
gifts to the Pentecost Offering 

connect with God’s hope and future, 
supporting ministries with children, 
youth and young adults by building a 
life of faith.  With our gifts, we join 
in ministries that connect young 
people with one another and with 
caring communities, helping them 
shape a life and a future beyond 
even the one we could plan. 

40% STAYS WITH OUR 

CONGREGATION to support local 
ministries with children, youth, and 
young adults. 

50% SUPPORTS YOUNG ADULT 

VOLUNTEERS (YAV), serving in 
communities around the world, and 
growing as leaders through 
transformative Christian service. 

25% SUPPORTS MINISTRIES WITH 

YOUTH, especially the Presbyterian 
Youth Triennium. 

10% IS DEVOTED TO CHILDREN AT-

RISK and supports to improve 
education and provide safe havens.  

 

 

 

 

 

Please give 
generously...for if we all do a little, it 
adds up to a lot! 

(For checks payable to NLPC, write 
Pentecost in memo area.) 
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Blue Barrel—Please 

note: Last month we 

donated 95 pounds of 

food to the Keystone 

Food Shelf.  Our next 

Blue Barrel Sunday will be May 

8th.  You can bring non-

perishable foods and place 

them in the blue barrel any 

time during the month.  (Glass 

items should be placed next to 

the barrel.) We’ll bless them on 

the second Sunday and then 

deliver them to the food shelf.  

We’re so thankful for your 

participation in this mission.  

So far this year we have 

donated a total of 339 pounds 

of food to the Food Shelf!  

Thank you!  

* * * * * * 

Every Meal— Sign up to 

help discreetly distribute 
weekend meals to children at 
Como Park Elementary who will 
go hungry otherwise.  If you’re 
willing, or for more information, 
let Lindy Maurey or Pastor Riz 
know, or sign up here. 

 

 

 

 

 

Meals on Wheels— We 

are in need of helpers, both 
regulars and substitutes, for 

delivering warm meals to 
individuals who need them in 
the St. Paul area.  We have 
been delivering for more than 
25 years on every third 
Wednesday at lunch.  It is very 
satisfying to help people in this 
ministry. 
If you are interested in being a 
part of this ministry or have 
questions, please contact Syd 
Jensen (612.670.7953) or text 
Dawn Miller (651.269.5807). 
  

  

 

 

Holy Hammers Habitat 
for Humanity Project 
for 2022— The Holy 

Hammers coalition of churches 
is helping build affordable 
housing again this year. Unlike 
in past years where we took on 
the build of a single new house, 
this year the group will be 
working on two projects. The 
first is finishing up a new home 
already underway and then 
moving to the second house 
which is the rehab of an 
existing home.  NLPC has been 
assigned dates to work on the 
second rehab project as below.  

NLPC Dates:   May 26 and 
July 1 (weekdays)  

Time:  8:30 AM to 3:30 PM – 
Home Building 

Location:  564 State St. Unit 
A, St. Paul 

Build Type:  Rehab  
Map: https://goo.gl/maps/
bB3Ar1E6et6qab4N8 

 

NLPC has volunteer 
opportunities on Thursday May 
26 for four people and on 
Friday July 1st for two women 
(Women’s Build Week).  We also 
will be supplying food on May 
26.   

Holy Hammers is again being 
impacted by COVID–19 issues 
as Twin Cities Habitat is 
reducing the number of 
volunteers on site to about half 
of our normal crew size in an 
effort to reduce the risk of 
passing on the disease.   

If you are interested in 
volunteering, please email Jerry 
Peterson at 
jpeters2@comcast.net and he 
will send you instructions to 
sign up on the Twin Cities 
Habitat for Humanity web site.  

 

 

 

Welcome Back 
Luncheon— You are invited 

to an all-church luncheon 
Sunday, May 15th, following 
the service. It will be served in 
the Great Room. It will be 
catered so all can enjoy (for 
free)! If you have special dietary 
needs, please call Sandy 
McGiffin at 651-633-2924. 
Invitations have been sent out. 
Please RSVP to Sandy 
(651.633.2924) or Deb@NewLife 
ChurchRoseville.org by May 
5th.  Many thanks to Sandy 
McGiffin and Jan Silliman for 
organizing and hosting. 

News 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4aa5ab29a5f85-every
https://goo.gl/maps/bB3Ar1E6et6qab4N8
https://goo.gl/maps/bB3Ar1E6et6qab4N8
mailto:jpeters2@comcast.net
mailto:deb@newlifechurchroseville.org?subject=RSVP%20for%20Welcome%20Back%20Luncheon
mailto:deb@newlifechurchroseville.org?subject=RSVP%20for%20Welcome%20Back%20Luncheon
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Editor’s note:  This one made me laugh out 
loud! (Considering that I’m a preacher’s kid, I 
have great understanding on this topic!) 
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Blood is a perishable product 
that can only come from 
volunteer blood donors. With 
someone in the U.S. needing 
blood every two seconds, blood 
products must be constantly 
replenished, according to the 
Red Cross. 

“We urge community members 
to donate blood and help 

ensure that patients in local 
hospitals have a supply of 
blood ready and waiting before 
an emergency occurs. There’s 
no better feeling than knowing 
that your blood donation may 
give someone a second chance 
at life.” 

The Red Cross is working 

diligently to meet the blood 
needs of hospitals and patients 
– but can’t do it alone. We need 
your help! 

Our next drive at NLPC is 
scheduled for May 17, 2022, 
from 1:00 pm – 7:00 pm. If you 
are eligible, please sign up to 

donate. All blood types are 
needed. An ID or blood donor 
card is required at check-in. 
Giving blood is one way to 
share our God-given gift of life 
with our neighbors. To make an 
appointment or to learn more, 
download the American Red 
Cross Blood Donor App, visit 
RedCrossBlood.org, or call 1-
800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-
2767). Use code NLP to 
navigate directly to our blood 
drive. And feel free to talk with 
Ed Galle or Cynthia Erickson if 
you have questions. 

May Blood Drive 

May Foodmobile 

The Keystone Community Services Foodmobile will be in our parking lot on Wednesday, May 18th, from 
1:00p until 3:00p, bringing food shelf services directly to people who have transportation barriers or who live 
in neighborhoods that lack access to full grocery stores. All those in need are welcome to participate. 
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   May  2022   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1  10a Worship 
10:30a KCOC 
11a Fellowship 
11:30a GFANC 
1:00p FOLFC 
3p Youth Group 
5p Firing Line AA 

2 
 
6:30p Prime 

Chimers 
  

3 

9:15 TOPS 
11:30a Staff Mtg 
  

4 
9a Quilters 
 
 
  

5 

E-Notes Day 
National Day of 

Prayer 
4p Sunday Worship 

Prep 
6p GFANC Prayer 

Mtg 

6:30p Big Book AA 

 
  

6 

12:30p  
Every  
Meal Delivery 

1:30p North 
Suburban 

Chorus 
  

7 
  

 

 

2p GFANC Board 

Mtg 

8   
Mother’s Day  
10a Worship 
10:30a KCOC 
11a Fellowship 
11:30a GFANC 
1p GFANC 

fellowship 
1p FOLFC 
5p Firing Line AA 
 
 

9 
  

6:30p Prime 
Chimers 

10 
9:15 TOPS 
11:30a Staff Mtg 
1p Former 

Dementia 
Caregivers 

6:30p Faith 
Formation 

11 

9a Quilters 
9a Men’s 

Breakfast 

10:45 Meals on 

Wheels  

7p Personnel 

12 

4p Sunday Worship 
Prep 

5:30p Building & 
Grounds 

6p GFANC Prayer 
Mtg 

6:30p Big Book AA 

13 

12:30p Every Meal 
Delivery 

1:30p North 
Suburban 

Chorus 

14 

9:30a Care 
Coordinators 

12:30p Set-up for 
Luncheon 

3p Private Event 
(HR) 

  

15  10a Worship 
10:30a KCOC 
11a Welcome 

Back Lunch 
11:30a GFANC 
1:00p FOLFC 
3p Youth Group 
5p Firing Line AA 

June Newsletter 
Items Due 

16 
  

 

6:30p Prime 
Chimers 

17 
9:15 TOPS 
11:30a Staff Mtg 
1p Blood Drive 
6:30p Esther 

Circle 
 
  

18 

9a Quilters 

1p Food Mobile 

5p Celebration & 
Worship 

19 
E-Notes Day 
4p Sunday Worship 

Prep 
6p GFANC Prayer 

Mtg 

6:30p Big Book AA 
  

20 

10a Ethel Carr 
Visitation 

11a Ethel Carr 
CoL 

12:30p Every Meal 
Delivery 

12:30p North 
Suburban 

Chorus  

21 
  

 

2p GFANC Board 

Mtg 

22  10a Worship 
10:30a KCOC 
11a Fellowship 
11:30a GFANC 
1:00p FOLFC 
5p Firing Line AA 

23 
  

6:30p Prime 
Chimers 

24 
9:15 TOPS 
11:30a Staff Mtg 
1p Former 

Dementia 
Caregivers 

6:30p Session 

25 

9a Quilters 
9a Men’s 

Breakfast 

26 

4p Sunday Worship 
Prep 

6p GFANC Prayer 
Mtg 

6:30p Big Book AA 
  

27 

12:30p Every Meal 
Delivery 

1:30p North 
Suburban 

Chorus 
  

28 
  

29 FIFTH 
SUNDAY 

10a Worship 
10:30a KCOC 
11a Fellowship 
11:30a GFANC 
1:00p FOLFC 
3p Youth Group 
5p Firing Line AA 
  

30 

Memorial Day  
 

 

31 
9:15 TOPS 
11:30a Staff Mtg 
 
  

  

Deb Griffin on vacation  

Deb Griffin on vacation  
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1st— Nancy Irsfeld 

3rd— Connie Nyman 

4th— Justin O. Nyasimi 

5th— Elizabeth Brzoska 

7th— Jesus Severiano 

8th— Andrew Schmidt 

11th— Shylee Smith  

12th— Karin Link, Jed Koball 
(Mission Partner in Peru) 

13th— Janie King 

14th— Dean Schmidt 

15th— Catherine Growth, Sonya 
McBride 

16th— Eric Brandsness 

19th— Stephanie Buckley, Linda 
Hoekman, Jacob Van Dyke 

20th— Kevin Maghakian 

22nd— Bebe Baldwin, Keenan 
Griffin 

23rd— Anice Lucas, David 
Williams 

24th— Marily Knieriemen 

25th— Jamere Lewis 

26th— Jessica Lee 

30th— Cynthia Erickson, Edna 
Harrison, Roger Seaborg 

31st— Tasha Miller 

 

May Birthdays 

If your May birthday is missing from this list, our apologies.  Please let Deb in the church office know so we 
can include you next time.  (deb@newlifechurchroseville.org or 651-488-5581 ext. 210) 

Ministers: New Life Congregation 
Minister of Word & Sacrament: 
  Riz Prakasim, ext 211 (Sabbath Mondays) 
  riz@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Business Administrator: 
  Michelle Kozitza, ext 220 
  michelle@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Director of Music Ministry: 
  Vacant 
Administrative Assistant: 
  Deb Griffin, ext 210 
  deb@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Communications Collaborator: 
  Pam Schoon 
 communications@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Custodian: Geoffrey Sargent 
  geoffrey@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Church Phone Number:  651.488.5581 

Building & Grounds: Kim Spear 

Celebration & Worship:  Sara Drake 

Church & Society:  AD Dickson 

Community Garden:   Open 

Congregational Care:  Joanne Kallstrom 

Finance:  John Kachel 

Membership & Growth:  Tom Carlson 

Nominating:  John Bootier 

Personnel:  Melinda Maurey 

I.T.:  Andy Ihlenfeldt 

Operating Fund—March update 

So far this year income has exceeded expenses by almost $25,000.  That is better than what was 

expected but it is about $5,000 less than January's results.  Inflation is having an impact.  Our gas 

bill exceeded $3,000 for three months in a row!   
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