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Riz’s Reflections… 

What a person plants, they will 

harvest. The person who plants 

selfishness, ignoring the needs of 

others—ignoring God!—harvests a 

crop of weeds. All they’ll have to 

show for their life is weeds! But the 

one who plants in response to God, 

letting God’s Spirit do the growth 

work in him, harvests a crop of real 

life, eternal life. – Galatians 6:7-8 

Dear Church, 

Happy New Year! As we look 

back on the past year we 

recall our moments of 

celebration, mourning and 

those lessons and bits of 

wisdom that we carry forward 

with us into the new year. 

Each year through our 

successes, failures and hopes, 

we create new stories, that 

hopefully have made our life 

and the lives of our 

neighbors better in some 

capacity. Perhaps you think it 

is too early to think about 

December right now, but if 

we want to celebrate a year 

with good fruit, we need to 

think about it now. 

Those who are gardeners 

know that in order to have an 

abundant harvest you have to 

prepare in advance. You have 

to make sure you have 

nutrient-rich soil, plenty of 

water and sun, in addition to 

quality seeds. This time we 

are in, in the beginning of 

the year, is what a pastor 

friend of mine calls, “seed 

time.” Now is the time for us 

to plant the seeds of the 

harvest we wish to celebrate 

at the end of this year. For 

example, if you are deeply 

concerned about the impact 

of climate change to our 

communities then you might 

consider contributing to ways 

that minimize your carbon 

footprint and educate others 

about the impacts of their 

actions as it relates to our 

environment. If we wish to 

live long lives it is wise to 

plant seeds of living a 

healthy life now, such as 

eating healthy and exercising. 

And if you want others to 

remember you as a generous 

person then it is never too 

early to plant the seeds of 

generous giving of your time, 

gifts and resources. 

In our passage from 

Galatians, Paul is 

encouraging the church in 

Galatia to live a life that 

plants seeds that benefit not 

only the one who sews, but 

that of the community, 

(Continued on page 2) 
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especially those in need. Paul 

wants the church to know that 

we are deeply connected to 

one another and if we live our 

lives in ways that consider our 

neighbors, that way of living 

becomes good news for all. 

Seeds come in a variety of 

shapes and sizes, so what you 

plant doesn’t have to be a 

something very big. Consider 

the mustard seed, the smallest 

of seeds, that yields a big 

result. A seed of kindness 

planted can be a small act such 

as opening a door for 

someone. In fact, that small act 

of holding a door open for 

another might just land you a 

big catch! That’s exactly what 

happened to George Jenkin, 

who in a small act of kindness, 

held open the door for a young 

woman trying to board a 

trolley in St. Paul (Lois), which 

began a conversation and he 

eventually ended up marrying 

Lois. 

You never quite know exactly 

what the results will be when 

you plant the seeds of good 

news today for a better 

tomorrow. Sometimes the yield 

might not be as expected. 

Later in Galatians, Paul 

encourages the church to not 

give up on planting the 

righteous seeds and they will, 

if persistent, eventually harvest 

a good crop at the right time. 

So, here’s to growing the 

kingdom of God, as we plant 

one seed at a time. May your 

yearend harvest be bountiful 

and reflect the love of God to 

all. 

In Christ, 

Rev Riz 

(Continued from page 1) 

Riz’s Reflections... (cont’d) 

Those who are 

gardeners know 

that in order to 

have an 

abundant 

harvest you 

have to prepare 

in advance.  

Welcome to our new Business Administrator! 

Michelle Kozitza (Ko-zit’-za) has 

been offered and has accepted 
the position of Church Business 

Administrator!  She will begin 

her duties with us on Tuesday, 
January 4th. 

Most recently, Michelle has 

been working for an accounting 
firm. Prior to that, she owned 

and operated a tavern and grill 

in Wisconsin for sixteen years.  
Her former job as the business 

administrator for seven years at 

a church in St. Paul gives us 
confidence that she will be a 

comfortable fit for that position 

here at NLPC.  All three of 
those past positions have given 

her the experience and skills 

that are needed here.  During 
our conversations with 

Michelle, she appeared 

confident, competent, and 
friendly. She was actually 

searching for a position within a 

church because she is drawn to 
that type of service.  How 

fortunate that she found us! 

Thanks for the encouragement 
and patience given to the 

Personnel Committee in the 

past few months as we have 
worked through the interview 

process. 

Jan Cryer 
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Blue Barrel—Please note: Our 

Blue Barrel has been updated/

modified and we’re all ready for 

our next Blue Barrel Sunday on 

January 9th.  Please join in 

bringing non-perishable food 

items for the Blue Barrel! 

* * * * * * 

Blood Drive— Every two 

seconds, someone in the U.S. 

needs blood.  That’s why New 

Life Presbyterian is on a 

mission to demonstrate God’s 

love and care for others by 

hosting a blood drive on 

February 22, 2022, from 

10:00a to 4:00p at our church, 

965 Larpenteur Ave W in 

Roseville. 

NLPC Church members and the 

community are invited to take 

part in this special event and 

donate blood for hospital 

patients in our neighborhoods 

and across the nation.  The 

need for blood is constant, but 

only 3 percent of the U.S. 

population donates.  By rolling 

up a sleeve, donors can play a 

critical role in the treatment of 

accident and burn victims, 

heart surgery and organ 

transplant patients, and those 

receiving treatment for 

leukemia, cancer or sickle cell 

disease. 

To make an appointment or to 

learn more, download the 

American Red Cross Blood 

Donor App, visit 

RedCrossBlood.org or call 1-

800-REDCROSS 

(1.800.733.2767).  Use code 

NLP to quickly find our specific 

blood drive.  Completion of a 

RapidPass© online health 

history questionnaire on the 

day of your donation, found at 

RedCrossBlood.org/rapidpass, 

is encouraged to help speed up 

the donation process.  A blood 

donor card or driver’s license or 

two other forms of identification 

are required at check-in.  

Individuals who are 17 years of 

age (in most states), weigh at 

least 110 pounds, and are in 

generally good health may be 

eligible to donate blood.  High 

school students and other 

donors 18 years of age and 

younger also have to meet 

certain height and weight 

requirements. 

Please consider donating blood.  

It’s a very precious gift of life 

that you can give to another 

person in their time of need. 

Questions? Contact Ed Galle or 

Cynthia Erickson 

* * * * * 

Two more Ringers needed! - 

Yes, our Prime Chimers 

handbell choir is starting up 

again, and we have a great 

group of ringers ready to start 

ringing again.   

We are looking for a couple 

more ringers so that we can get 

to a full 2-octive choir. 

Our rehearsals will start in 

earnest on Monday evenings in 

January and we will use COVID 

safety precautions to keep each 

other safe.  (Update: Due to 

Omicron outbreak, we will 

tentatively begin on January 

17th.  See page 5.) 

If you have questions about 

ringing or are interested in 

joining our group, feel free to 

contact Cynthia Reimers 

Erickson at 

Cynthia.Erickson@minnmicro.com 

or 651.917.1818 (leave a 

message). 

News 
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While Riz is on vacation through January 11th, pastoral coverage will be provided by Pastor David Stewart.  He 

can be reached at 651.270.6756 or hdavid.stewart@gmail.com. 

 
January  2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

            1 
  

2 8:30a GFANC 
10:00a Worship & 

GFANC kids SS 
10:30a KCOC 
11a Fellowship 
1p FOLFC worship 
5p Firing Line AA 
  

3 OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 
 
 

4 Welcome 
Michelle! 

 
9a Staff Mtg 
9:45a TOPs 
  

5 9a Quilters 
10:45a Meals on 

Wheels 
  

6 1p Sunday 
Worship Planning 
6p GFANC 

Prayers Mtg 
6:30p Big Book 

AA 
  

7 12:30p Every 
Meal 

1p North 
Suburban 
Chorus 

  

8 
  

9 BLUE BARREL 
8:30a GFANC 
10:00a Worship & 

GFANC kids SS 
10:30a KCOC 
11a Fellowship 
1p FOLFC worship 
5p Firing Line AA 

10  OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 
 
  
  

11 9:45a TOPs 
11:30a Staff Mtg 
1p Former 

Dementia 
Caregivers 

6:30p Faith 
Formation Mtg 

12 9a Quilters & 
Men’s 
Breakfast 

 
  

13 1p Sunday 
Worship Planning 
4:30p C&W Mtg 
5p B&G Mtg 
6p GFANC 

Prayers Mtg 
6:30p Big Book 

AA 

14 12:30p Every 
Meal 

1p North 
Suburban 
Chorus 

 
  

15  NEW LIFE 
NEWS 
ARTICLES DUE 

  

16 8:30a GFANC 
10:00a Worship & 

GFANC kids SS 
10:30a KCOC 
11a Fellowship 
1p FOLFC worship 
5p Firing Line AA 

17 OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 
6:30p Prime 

Chimers 
(tentative) 

7p Finance  
  

18 9:45a TOPs 
11:30a Staff Mtg 
 
6:30p Esther 

Circle 

19 9a Quilters  
1p Food Mobile 
 
 
7p Personnel 
  

20 1p Sunday 
Worship Planning 
6p GFANC 

Prayers Mtg 
6:30p Big Book 

AA 
 
  

21 12:30p Every 
Meal 

1p North 
Suburban 
Chorus 

 
  

22 
  

23 8:30a GFANC 
10:00a Worship & 

GFANC kids SS 
10:30a KCOC 
11a Fellowship 
1p FOLFC worship 
5p Firing Line AA 

24 OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 
 
6:30p Prime 

Chimers 
(tentative)  

25 9:45a TOPs 
11:30a Staff Mtg 
1p Former 

Dementia 
Caregivers 

6:30p Session  

26 9a Quilters & 
Men’s 
Breakfast 

10:45a Meals on 
Wheels 

 

27 12:30p Every 
Meal 

1p Sunday 
Worship Planning 
6p GFANC 

Prayers Mtg 
6:30p Big Book 

AA 

28 
1p North 

Suburban 
Chorus 

 
  

29 
  

30 FIFTH 
SUNDAY 

8:30a GFANC 
10:00a Worship & 

GFANC kids SS 
10:30a KCOC 
11a Fellowship 
1p FOLFC worship 
5p Firing Line AA 

31 OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 
 
6:30p Prime 

Chimers 
(tentative) 

  

 

  

Riz on Vacation 

Riz on Vacation 

mailto:hdavid.stewart@gmail.com
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1st— Cael Cookman, Jerome 
Irsfeld, Amory Nofsinger 

2nd— Victoria Wanna 

3rd— McKenna Buckley 

4th— Andrew Griffin 

5th— Tom Lucas 

7th— Joan Follmer 

16th— Thomas Ruter, Chanell 
Wall 

19th— Cynthia Richardson 

21st— Dorothy Finkelson, Charles 
Sandhei 

22nd— Jack Kachel 

24th— Sophia Inks, Hope Laizans, 
Robin Lucas 

26th— Bev Liebenstein 

30th— Bruce Nelson 

January Birthdays 

If your January birthday is missing from this list, our apologies.  Please let Deb in the church office know so 
we can include you next time.  (deb@newlifechurchroseville.org or 651-488-5581 ext. 210) 

Ministers: New Life Congregation 
Minister of Word & Sacrament: 
  Riz Prakasim, ext 211 (Sabbath Mondays) 
  riz@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Business Administrator: 
  Michelle Kozitza, ext 220 
  michelle@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Director of Music Ministry: 
  Vacant 
Administrative Assistant: 
  Deb Griffin, ext 210 
  deb@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Communications Collaborator: 
  Pam Schoon 
 communications@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Custodian: Geoffrey Sargent 
  geoffrey@newlifechurchroseville.org 
 
Church Phone Number:  651.488.5581 

Building & Grounds: Kim Spear 

Celebration & Worship:  Sara Drake 

Church & Society:  AD Dickson 

Community Garden:   Pete Marchetto 

Congregational Care:  Joanne Kallstrom 

Finance:  John Kachel 

Membership & Growth:  Tom Carlson 

Nominating:  John Bootier 

Personnel:  Melinda Maurey 

I.T.:  Andy Ihlenfeldt 

Operating Fund—November update 

Year-to-date income is typically much larger than expense this early in the year — and this year is no 
exception.  Net income is a little better than budget so far thanks to some extra building use fees and early 
member contributions.  The year-to-date savings we expected from staff vacancies has been totally offset by 
significant tree removal expenses. 

Prime Chimers practice delayed 

    The Prime Chimers have decided to delay resuming rehearsals until at least January 17th, 
holding off until we can see how things are going with the Omicron variant of COVID-19.  We’ll 
reassess in a couple of weeks.  Early January dates have been removed from the church 
calendar. 

mailto:deb@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:riz@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:riz@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:deb@newlifechurchroseville.org
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