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Riz’s Reflections… 

But as for me, I watch in hope for 
the Lord, I wait for God my Savior; 
my God will hear me. 

He will bring me out into the light; I 
will see his righteousness.  

– Micah 7:7, 9 

 

Dear Church, 

Peace be with you. The season of 

advent is upon us while we still 

navigate a seemingly unending 

pandemic. Nevertheless, it is 

obvious that we are in a time of 

celebration and merry making as 

we hear, see, smell, and taste the 

Christmas season. This time of joy 

and wonder is certainly not 

limited to Christians who 

celebrate the season, and it is not 

without controversy as some say 

it has become merely a secular 

holiday that has watered down 

the true meaning. Let’s take a 

look at how this global 

celebration came to be. 

In old Norse, the word “jol” was 

used to describe a large feast or 

celebration and eventually this 

word morphed into the word 

“juul” and Yule. Yuletide was 

coined around 1475 to describe 

the festive season or period that 

includes and follows an 

anniversary or festival. It was first 

celebrated by Germanic & Norse 

peoples with the Yule-tide period 

lasting around two months, 

between mid-November and early 

January. It has pagan roots which 

venerated the dead and 

ancestors, but underwent a 

transformation as Christianity 

rapidly spread throughout the 

world and Yule-tide ultimately 

became Christmastide.  

Another pagan holiday that was 

absorbed into the Christmas 

season was Saturnalia, an ancient 

Roman holiday that honored the 

god Saturn and was celebrated 

from December 17 to December 

23. This holiday was marked by a 

sacrifice at the temple of Saturn, 

public banquets, celebrations, gift 

giving and break from all kinds of 

work. In addition, schools were 

closed, exercise regimens for 

athletes were suspended, courts 

were not in session, and 

no declaration of war could be 

made. Provisions were also made 

for those who were enslaved so 

they could also partake in a 

respite from work, and eating at 

the masters table during this 

holiday as many social norms 

were paused. 

The early church reformers 

understood the pagan 

connections to Christmas, and 

some railed against it as a time of 

excess when so many were in 
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need. Others pushed back for the 

perceived Catholic connection in the 

very word Christmas or Christ-mass 

while others including Presbyterian 

reformer John Calvin voiced his 

disapproval of the Christmas 

holiday saying, “When you elevate 

one day alone for the purpose of 

worshipping God, you have just 

turned it into an idol.” 

The festival of Yule and Saturnalia 

were combined into the celebration 

we know today as Christmas with 

some of their original traditions still 

being observed. There are 

underlying threads that connect 

modern celebrations to those of 

old. The times that these holidays 

were observed were the time of 

harvest in which the bounty of 

crops was celebrated and stored for 

the winter ahead. As the nights 

grew longer and colder, societies 

collectively looked towards the 

coming solstice which marked the 

beginning of the daylight being 

extended and the coming warmth. 

We as Christians use similar 

language as we talk about the 

coming of the light of the world.  

Christmas can indeed be a time to 

let our light shine as we anticipate 

the coming of our Lord and savior 

as we orientate our lives to the 

ways of Christ and living a life that 

is externally focused on making the 

world a better place not just during 

this season but each and everyday. 

Through our witness we share the 

good news in word and deed as we 

look forward to the fulness of God’s 

plan being fulfilled in Christ’s 

return. This is not a spectator sport; 

you are called to actively join in the 

festivities that give life to all as we 

eagerly watch in hope for the Lord.  

Advent Blessings, 

Rev Riz 

(Continued from page 1) 

Riz’s Reflections... (cont’d) 

Christmas can 

indeed be a time to 

let our light shine 

as we anticipate 

the coming of our 

Lord and savior... 

Christmas Eve & December 26th Services  

     We hope you are looking 

forward to worshiping with us 
on Christmas Eve at 5:00p.  

We have chosen a little 

different service this year, with 
more familiar music and 

hopefully some special music 

as well.  Of course the service 
will end with the lighting of 

candles and singing Silent 

Night.  

    In preparation for worship on 

December 26th, we’ve decided 
to have a virtual service only.  

The service will be available on 

YouTube and Facebook at the 
normal time.  Pastor Riz and 

Joyce Brown, our organist, will 

prerecord the service for that 
day. 

    Pastor Riz will be on vacation 

from December 25th until 

January 11th.  Pastor David 

Stewart will be available for any 
pastoral concerns during that 

time.  He can be reached at 

hdavid.stewart@gmail.com or 
651-270-6756. Pastor David will 

also be preaching on Sunday, 

January 2nd.  Roderick Oji from 
North Presbyterian Church will 

be preaching on January 9th. 

The church office will be 
closed December 27th-31st. 

mailto:hdavid.stewart@gmail.com
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NOVEMBER 28— 

DECEMBER 19, 2021 

Each year during the 
Advent and Christmas 
season, we turn our eyes to 
Bethlehem and celebrate 
the wondrous gift of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior. 
The Christmas Joy Offering 
has been alive as a 
cherished Presbyterian 
tradition since the 1930’s. 

God has blessed the Church 
with incredible leadership in 
every time and place, but 
those leaders often need to 
be supported by their 

communities as well. This 
Offering addresses the 
support needed by some of 
our leaders, including 
supporting leadership 
development for 
communities of color, and 
providing support for 
Presbyterian church 
workers during difficult 

times. 

By giving to the Christmas 
Joy Offering, you honor 
God’s gift of Jesus Christ 
by providing assistance to 
current and retired church 
workers in their time of 
need and developing our 
future leaders at 
Presbyterian-related 
schools and colleges 
equipping communities of 
color. Please give generously 
to this special Offering in 
celebration of God’s perfect 
gift to us. Give because it 
brings us together, to open 
doors of relief and 
opportunity and love.  

CHRISTMAS JOY—Special Offering 

North Suburban Chorus  
Directed by Clayton Heidbreder 

Presents a 

 

Friends and Family Holiday Concert 
Sunday, December 5, 2021 

4 pm 

New Life Presbyterian Church (NLPC) 

965 Larpenteur Ave West, 

Roseville, MN 55113 

  

*A free will offering to benefit NLPC will be accepted.  Masks are re-
quired.* 
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December  2021  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
  

2 

1p Sunday 

Worship Prep 

 

6:30p Big Book AA 

3 

12:30p Every Meal 

 

1p North 
Suburban 

Chorus 

4 

 9:00a Care 

Coordinators 

      

5 

10a Worship 
10:30a KCOC 
11a Fellowship 
1p Anuak Church 
4p Christmas 

Concert 
5p Firing Line AA 
 

6 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

7 

9:45a TOPS 
11:30a Staff 

Meeting 

8 

9a Men’s 

Breakfast 
  

9 

1p Sunday 

Worship Prep 

5p Building & 

Grounds 

6:30p Big Book AA 

10 

12:30p Every Meal 

11 

 9a Private Use 

 

1p Marilyn Stock 
Visitation 

2p Marilyn’s 
Celebration of 
Life 

3p Marilyn’s Time of 
Sharing 

 

12 

10a Worship 

10:30a KCOC 

11a Fellowship 

1p Anuak Church 

5p Firing Line AA 

13 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

14 

9:45a TOPS 
11:30a Staff 

Meeting 
1p Former 

Dementia 
Caregivers 

6:30p Faith 
Formation 

  

15 

NEWSLETTER 
ARTICLES 
DUE 

10:45a Meals on 

Wheels 

1p Food Mobile 

7p Personnel Mtg 
  

16 

12:30p Every Meal 

1p Sunday 

Worship Prep 

 

6:30p Big Book AA 
  

17 

12:30p Every Meal 

18 
  

19 

10a Worship 

10:30a KCOC 

11a Fellowship 

1p Anuak Church 

5p Firing Line AA 

20 

OFFICE 
CLOSED  

 

7p Finance 

21 

9:45a TOPS 
11:30a Staff 

Meeting 
6:30p Esther 

Circle 
  

22 

9a Men’s 

Breakfast 
  

23 

1p Sunday 
Worship Prep 

 

6:30p Big Book AA 

24 
 

 

 

5p Christmas Eve 
Service  

25 
  

26 

10a Pre-Recorded 

Worship 

10:30a KCOC 

1p Anuak Church 

5p Firing Line AA 

 

 

 

27 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

9:00a Private 
Use 

28 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

29 

OFFICE CLOSED 

30 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 

6:30p Big Book AA 

31 

 OFFICE CLOSED 

  

R I Z   O N   V A C A T I O N 

While Riz is on vacation through January 11th, pastoral coverage will be provided by Pastor David Stewart.  He 

can be reached at 651.270.6756 or hdavid.stewart@gmail.com. 

mailto:hdavid.stewart@gmail.com
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2nd— Walter Fombe 

6th— Dawn Jones, A. J. David 
Mackinnon 

7th— Helen Anufor Ngu 

8th— Nathan Hubell 

9th— Sheryl Fairbanks, Jan 
Silliman 

11th— Sonja Ihlenfeldt 

13th— Koffi Eklou, Isabel Hansen 

15th— Butch Inks 

16th— Scott Holbrook 

18th—Karen Lee 

20th— Mike Hirabayashi, Heather 
Holbrook, Karen Peterson 

22nd— William Schoon 

25th— JESUS, Scott Barraclough 

28th— Jackie Lind 

31st— Charlotte Nelson, Gladys 

December Birthdays 

If your December birthday is missing from this list, our apologies.  Please let Deb in the church office know 
so we can include you next time.  (deb@newlifechurchroseville.org or 651-488-5581 ext. 210) 

Ministers: New Life Congregation 
Minister of Word & Sacrament: 
  Riz Prakasim, ext 211 (Sabbath Mondays) 
  riz@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Church Administrator: 
  Vacant 
Director of Music Ministry: 
  Vacant 
Administrative Assistant: 
  Deb Griffin, ext 210 
  deb@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Preschool Director: 
  Sher Noot, ext 219 
  director@northcomopreschool.org 
Communications Collaborator: 
  Pam Schoon 
 communications@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Custodian: TBD 
 
Church Phone Number:  651.488.5581 

Building & Grounds: Kim Spear 

Celebration & Worship:  Sara Drake 

Church & Society:  AD Dickson 

Community Garden:   Pete Marchetto 

Congregational Care:  Joanne Kallstrom 

Finance:  John Kachel 

Membership & Growth:  Tom Carlson 

Nominating:  John Bootier 

Personnel:  Melinda Maurey 

I.T.:  Andy Ihlenfeldt 

Operating Fund—October update 

Year-to-date income is typically much larger than expense this early in the year--and this year is no 
exception.  Net income is a little better than budget so far.  The impact from mortality is going to be worse 
than we assumed in the budget.  So, operating income may finish the year below expectations. 

Christmas Gift for Pastor Riz & Renisha 

    If you are interested in contributing to a group Christmas gift for Pastor Riz again this year, we’ll use the same 
process as last year.  Gifts cannot go through the church books, but if you make your check out to Deb Griffin she will 
make sure it gets to Riz.  Please write “Pastor Riz” in the memo line, and place your check/cash in her cubby out in the 
hallway across from the nursery or on the credenza behind her desk in the office.   

mailto:deb@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:riz@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:deb@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:director@northcomopreschool.org
mailto:communications@newlifechurchroseville.org

