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Riz’s Reflections… 

To set the mind on the flesh is 

death, but to set the mind on the 

Spirit is life and peace. For this 

reason, the mind that is set on 

the flesh is hostile to God; it does 

not submit to God’s law—indeed 

it cannot, and those who are in 

the flesh cannot please God.   

 – Romans 8:6-8 

Dear Church, 

Peace be with you. Summer is 

waning and we are just weeks 

away from the official start of fall. 

But according to the Presbyterian 

calendar, September also marks 

the beginning of the season of 

peace, with the International Day 

of Peace celebrated on September 

21. In 1981 the United Nations 

General Assembly declared this an 

International Day of Peace, which is 

typically marked by a 24-hour 

period of non-violence and cease-

fire. You might be thinking, is this 

realistically possible in today’s 

world? It seems that each time we 

check the news we are inundated 

with stories that recount violence in 

our own backyards and around the 

world. Yet stories of peace making, 

and hope abound in the midst of a 

never ending news cycle of 

violence. And you are the key to 

disrupting cycles of violence. Think 

about it like this, if we say there is 

too much violence in the world for 

us to counter and just give up, we 

certainly have quit and walked 

away from the mission of peace-

making and sharing of the Good 

News of Christ that we are called 

to. We are called to be bearers of 

the Good News in every time and 

place just as our ancestors in the 

faith were called to, no matter the 

circumstance. 

Paul understood the wisdom that 

to change our actions away from 

violence to that of peace there 

needs to be a spiritual shift in the 

way we think. Speaking to the 

church in Rome, Paul encourages 

listeners to set their minds on the 

Spirit (spirit) of God. Both meanings 

of spirit are applicable to the 

Romans text. Looking to the Holy 

Spirit for guidance in this life will 

certainly bring us closer to living a 

life of inner peace and external 

peace for the world. It is also 

important to understand what is 

the spirit of God, that is, what are 

the essential qualities and 

characteristics that shape our 

understanding of God (open your 

Bible for more info). In scripture we 

are told that God is love, and those 

who abide in love abide in God and 

God in them. The ways of love 

focus on uplifting and enhancing 

(Continued on page 2) 
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our own lives and the lives of our 

neighbors. That means our focus 

cannot just be the self and the flesh. 

To be only concerned with the flesh, 

as Paul puts it, is to live a life hostile 

towards God. The flesh desires 

security, power and accumulation of 

resources at any expense; including 

the welfare of our neighbor and 

peace. Living a life such as this takes 

us further away from humbly 

following God and fostering peace in 

our world. It is out of line with God’s 

law of love that was embodied in the 

life of Jesus, who instructed us to love 

one another as we love ourselves, 

putting the flesh on notice that life is 

more than just mere survival. 

You have a crucial part to play in 

global peace. That’s right, each of us 

contribute to a peaceful or hostile 

world, beginning in our own hearts. 

We are called to cultivate a heart that 

is not strictly concerned with matters 

of the flesh, but to live into the 

tension that we are of the flesh, and 

we are also people of the Spirit who 

have been given a promise of a new 

life in Christ to come. May the Holy 

Spirit open our eyes and hearts to the 

possibility of peace in our world as 

we seek to live a life pleasing to God 

as we faithfully live out the law of 

love that eventually translates into 

peace, for you, your family, our church 

and the world.  

In Christ,  

Rev Riz 

(Continued from page 1) 

Riz’s Reflections... (cont’d) 

The ways of love 

focus on uplifting 

and enhancing our 

own lives and the 

lives of our 

neighbors.  That 

means our focus 

cannot just be the 

self and the flesh. 

2021 School Supply Collection—SUCCESS! 

A great big THANK YOU to all the 

members and friends of New Life 

Presbyterian Church who donated 

so generously to our school 

supplies collection for students in 

need at Project Home and the 

Department of Indian Works 

through Interfaith Action of Greater 

St. Paul!  We not only donated a 

huge number of school supplies, 

which completely covered the tops 

of two tables, but $270.00 in cash 

donations as well.  Interfaith Action 

was very grateful and impressed by 

our support and will be sending a 

“thank you” letter to our church 

soon. (Photos from School Tools 

drive at Interfaith Action) 
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Red Cross Blood Drive at NLPC—SUCCESS! 

Our August 2021 blood drive is in 

the books, and it was a very 

successful drive, both in terms of 

numbers and in terms of good will.  

We had all 30 appointments filled, 

and even though six people 

became ill beforehand or didn’t 

arrive for their appointments, we 

had three other folks who stepped 

up to donate to fill that gap.  So of 

the 27 people who presented, only 

three donors were deferred 

(couldn’t give blood) and 22 units 

of blood were collected.  Plus we 

had three first-time donors, an 

exciting result of encouragement 

by friends and family.  With these 

22 units of blood, our drive will be 

able to help at least 66 separate 

individuals with their health 

struggles. 

What a great 

result!  We are 

hoping to 

have more 

blood drives in the near future to 

help to alleviate the severe 

shortage of blood in our 

community.  A huge thank you to 

everyone who stepped up to 

donate and to the generous souls 

who volunteered at the drive:  

Virginia Redman, Alice Brotherton, 

Gayle Stout, Lois Morstad, Barb 

Nelson, Bruce Nelson, Fae Wilson, 

Tina Zoerb, and Andy Ihlenfeldt 

along with Megan — your giving 

of your time and kindness is much 

appreciated! 

Blood Drive Co-chairs, 

Ed Galle & Cynthia Reimers 

Meet our New Session 

Members! 

different businesses. 

Tom is our liaison with the 

Membership & Growth 

Committee.  If you’re interested 

in working with him on this team, 

please call the church office or 

connect with Tom directly. 

 

Sara Drake 

Sara grew up in Clear Lake, 

Wisconsin and spent time in 

Madison, WI and Berkeley, CA for 

college and graduate school.  She 

lives in the Como Park 

neighborhood, walking distance 

from New Life, with her husband 

Aaron and their two daughters, 

Natalie and Audrey.  Their family 

loves to take adventures to parks, 

attractions, and new places.  They 

love a good road trip and their 

favorites have included Niagara 

Falls, the Black Hills, Pittsburgh, 

and Savannah. 

(Continued on page 4) 

Tom Carlson 

Tom is a 65-years old, single, life-

time Roseville resident.  He is a 

1973 Alexander Ramsey graduate 

and 1977 graduate of Gustavus 

Adolphus College.  He is the son of 

Marion and Roger Carlson, long 

time active members.  He was 

confirmed at North Como.  In 

about 1982, he joined 

Westminster Presbyterian.  While 

there he attended Bible Study, 

became a Deacon, member of the 

Long Range Planning Committee, 

founded the Eco Justice Task Force 

and chaired the Evangelism 

committee.  Tom is an 

entrepreneur, inventor, and online 

marketer and has owned three 

Meet our New Session 

Members (cont’d) 
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Meet our New Session Members—cont’d 

Sara has attended New Life since 

about 2012 and made her 

membership official in 2017.  She 

values how welcoming New Life is 

to people of all walks of life.  She 

has volunteered in Faith 

Formation, Pumpkin Patch, and 

Park & Ride and has been in the 

handbell choir for several years 

(playing the teeny tiny bells!)  

She’s been part of the Reopening 

Team and the COVID Preparedness 

Plan Administrator (Thank you, 

Sara!)  Her daughter, Natalie, is 

active in the youth group and 

really enjoyed the local mission 

trip this year.  Sara is excited to be 

a member of Session and to help 

shape our church as we move 

forward into a post-COVID era.  

She wants to see our church 

community continue to grow into 

and grow with the larger Como 

and Roseville community and 

continue to be a force for good! 

Sara is our liaison with Celebration 

& Worship. 

 

Melinda Maurey 

Melinda is a lifelong St. Paul 

resident, has been a member of 

NLPC since 2006, and was a choir 

singer for much of that time.  She 

has been a Care Coordinator for 

about a year and recently joined 

the Personnel team.  Melinda 

previously served as an Elder at 

Central Presbyterian Church in St. 

Paul.  Her family includes two adult 

children and one grandchild and 

she has fervent hopes for the 

future.  Navigating through a 

rapidly changing and sometimes 

perilous world calls for us to hold 

fast to the love and guidance of 

Christ and care for each other as 

we move forward. 

Melinda is our liaison with the 

Personnel Committee. 

 

Kim Spear 

‘Life is full’ is Kim’s way of 

describing this era of life.  Life for 

her is full of four priorities guided 

by faith, meditation, and other 

health-focused practices.  Priorities 

are 1) care provider and manager 

of ‘life with Alice’ — mostly a joy; 

2) support of family, largest joy is 

care of 1-year-old twin grandsons 

at our home with Michael leading 

as his retirement full time job and 

me as his second; 3) raising money 

for medical research fulltime 

permanently teleworking from 

home; and 4) daily exercise for 

mental and physical endurance.  

Voluntary tasks ebb and flow 

dependent on how stable the 

other priorities are.  

Bio facts & Interests: 

Montana native, post retirement 

age,  married to Michael Wilson for 

over 30 years, Damian Wilson is 

their son, Damian & Tierney are 

the proud parents of twins Henry 

and Alex. 

Faith evolves and strengthens with 

time.  The institutions of 

Christianity and their evolutions 

are of interest to Kim.  Leading 

through service on Session is a 

calling, a second term for Kim, and 

a challenge to balance in her full 

life.  She is praying for strength, 

energy and Guidance for all of us. 

Kim is our liaison with Building & 

Grounds. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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NCP & Parkway Pizza 

Parkway Pizza is 

partnering with North 

Como Preschool again 

this year!  Starting in 

September, the 4th 

Monday of the month is 

North Como Preschool 

Day.  No need to mention 

NCP, no code or coupon 

needed.  Parkway Pizza 

will donate 5% of their 

total sales for the day to 

the preschool. 

Last year we earned 

almost $700 from 

Parkway Pizza and that 

was only from March 

through June.  Imagine 

how much we can raise 

this year as the 

fundraiser “Dine Out for 

Schools” is happening 

from September through 

June!! 

Mark your calendars for 

the 4th Monday of the 

month!!  Support two 

local businesses, Parkway 

Pizza and North Como 

Preschool!!  It’s a win-

win!  And the best part… 

the food at Parkway 

Pizza is amazing for 

lunch and dinner! 

 

The Peace and Global 

Witness Offering is a special 

offering conducted once a 

year by the Presbyterian 

Church that offers light to 

those in the shadows and 

guides us all into the ways of 

peace.  It draws 

Presbyterians together as 

active peacemakers as it 

provides education and 

exposure to those who can 

show us how to do this work 

well.  It also allows us to 

create resources for dealing 

with conflict and nurturing 

reconciliation as we stand in 

support of our global sisters 

and brothers because the 

peace of Christ belongs to 

people everywhere. 

This Offering is directed 

toward three things: 

1. 25% stays with NLPC to 

support local 

peacemaking 

2. 25% goes to joining with 

other local congregations 

to support peacemaking 

3. 50% will support the work 

for peace & reconciliation 

accomplished by 

Presbyterians across the 

globe 

 

You’ll hear more about this 

offering throughout the 

month of September’s 

“SEASON OF PEACE” and we 

will officially accept the 

offering during worship on 

World Communion Sunday, 

October 3rd.  Donations may 

be sent in advance via 

check, Paypal, or Vanco. 

Just be sure to include your 

name, envelope number, 

amount given, and “Peace & 

Global Witness” in your 

communication.  “If we all do 

a little, it adds up to a lot.” 

 

 

Help Create the Light of Peace 
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The scale of the disaster facing 

Haiti after the August 14 

earthquake is becoming clearer.  

The quake and its aftershocks have 

left almost 1300 people dead, 

thousands more injured and an 

unknown number of people are 

still missing.  At least 13,000 

homes were destroyed and roads, 

bridges and communication 

systems have been severely 

damaged.  This catastrophe comes 

on top of Haiti’s ongoing struggles 

with endemic hunger and poverty, 

COVID-19 and continuing civil 

unrest. 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

(PDA) is providing emergency relief 

and short-term recovery in the 

impacted areas through our 

established local partners and in 

collaboration with ACT Alliance 

and its members.  The PC(USA), 

through PDA and together with 

regional World Mission colleagues, 

will remain active throughout the 

entire recovery process, 

accompanying our partners in the 

area as they determine long-term 

program needs and providing 

financial support for rebuilding and 

resilience. 

We are called to stand in the 

“GAP” — Give. Act. Pray.  

GIVE.  Gifts can be made online  

or by phone at 800.872.3283, or by 

check mailed to PC(USA), PO Box 

643700, Pittsburgh, PA  15264-

3700. 

ACT. Learn how you can help.  

Stay informed and like us on 

Facebook, download resources and 

share updates with your church 

family. 

PRAY.  As this earthquake 

continues to cause destruction and 

loss of life, please pray with us that 

the communities affected by this 

event and those offering assistance 

will be strengthened, have their 

needs met and be reminded of the 

hope found in God. 

We have been invited to 

attend the Global Water Center’s 

Mobile Discovery Center.  It’s free, 

inspirational, and a highly 

interactive experience with cutting

-edge technology that’s fun for all 

ages.  It’s a great activity for 

children, youth, adult/senior small 

groups to learn how to save lives 

with safe water.  Join their mission 

to see the number of people 

lacking access to safe water 

reduced from 2.2 billion to zero! 

You can watch a 30-second 

overview of the Mobile Discovery 

Center here.  You can visit  the 

Global Water Center here for more 

information and to learn how you 

can be a part of ending water 

poverty. 

The Mobile Discovery Center will 

be in our area soon! 

When: 

September 8th—11th 

Wednesday & Thursday—10a—3p 

Friday & Saturday—10a—7p 

Where: 

Southdale Center 

10 Southdale Center 

Edina, MN  55435 

Admission:  FREE 

Click Here to RSVP on 

Facebook and Invite your 

Friends to join you!  

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance—Haiti 

OUT OF CHAOS, HOPE 

Global Water 

Center’s Mobile 

Discovery Center 

Global Water Center 

(cont’d) 

https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/OG100000/?appeal=PDA&package=HE21-Ind&utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Reach+out+to+help+neighbors+in+Haiti&utm_campaign=Haiti+Earthquake+Emergency+Appeal+%7C+Individuals
https://www.facebook.com/PDACARES/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Reach%20out%20to%20help%20neighbors%20in%20Haiti&utm_campaign=Haiti%20Earthquake%20Emergency%20Appeal%20%7C%20Individuals
https://pda.pcusa.org/pda/resources/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Reach+out+to+help+neighbors+in+Haiti&utm_campaign=Haiti+Earthquake+Emergency+Appeal+%7C+Individuals
https://vimeo.com/558203435
https://globalwatercenter.org/mobile-discovery-center/
https://www.facebook.com/events/140609864671810
https://www.facebook.com/events/140609864671810
https://www.facebook.com/events/140609864671810
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God is our refuge and 

strength.  Therefore, we 

will not fear, though the 

waters roar and foam. 

~ Psalm 46 

Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance is already 

mobilized and delivering 

immediate aid to those 

impacted by Hurricane Ida.  

The initial assessment of the 

damage is staggering.  The 

needs of those impacted is 

changing daily because of 

lack of access to power, 

refrigeration, water and 

housing.  This will be a long-

term commitment to the 

people impacted by this 

catastrophic destruction. 

PDA will continue to work 

with Presbyterian leadership 

to respond to Hurricane Ida 

and remain engaged in the 

recovery efforts during the 

hurricane season of 2021, 

during which several named 

storms are expected to 

impact the region.  After 

initial needs are addressed, 

PDA will remain — providing 

emotional and spiritual care 

and Long-Term Recovery to 

address unmet needs. 

We invite you to join us. 

We are called to stand in the 

“GAP” - Give. Act. Pray. 

GIVE.  Gifts can be made online  

or by phone at 800.872.3283, or by 

check mailed to PC(USA), PO Box 

643700, Pittsburgh, PA  15264-

3700. 

ACT. Share our Mobile Cause 

campaign link here.  Learn how 

you and our church family can help 

families affected by Ida.  Stay 

informed and like us on Facebook, 

and download resources here. 

PRAY.  God of Compassion, 

With sighs too deep for human 

words, we come to you again in 

prayer, lifting up the sorrow, the 

trouble and the weariness of so 

may of your peoples.  For those 

whose homes and communities 

are torn and flooded by the winds 

of Hurricane Ida, for those who 

abide in darkness and in 

oppressive heat, trying to begin 

the work of rebuilding, especially 

for those whose resources and 

access to help are tenuous, hear 

our prayer.  Amen.  

 

As we prepare for a new school 

year, we were all hoping that 

COVID would be behind us… but 

it’s not.  With this in mind, based 

on a variety of factors, our Faith 

Formation Committee has reached 

some difficult decisions: 

 We will not be offering a large 

group gathering time during 

worship.  We hope to have 

activity bags that can either go 

home with the children or that 

can be cleaned and reused 

safely.  These will be available 

Sunday mornings for children 

during worship. 

 We are shifting to a VBS-style 

format, rather than a weekly 

class session.  Four times 

during the year we will meet 

for four consecutive nights to 

explore some aspect of our 

faith.  How we gather and what 

we are able to do during that 

time will depend on where we 

are with COVID numbers and 

health concerns. 

The quarterly sessions will be the 

model for this year, even if things 

improve.  Tentative schedule: 

October 4, 5, 6, 7 

December 13, 14, 15, 16 

February 21, 22, 23, 24 

April 11, 12, 13, 14 

Time:  5:30-7:30 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

OUT OF CHAOS, HOPE 

Hurricane IDA 

2021-22 Faith 

Formation Plans 

https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/OG100000/?appeal=PDA&package=HE21-Ind&utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Reach+out+to+help+neighbors+in+Haiti&utm_campaign=Haiti+Earthquake+Emergency+Appeal+%7C+Individuals
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000169/?appeal=OGDR&package=HI21-Ind&utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Hurricane+Ida+Relief&utm_campaign=IDA+Hurricane+Emergency+Appeal+%7C+September+2021
https://www.facebook.com/PDACARES/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Hurricane%20Ida%20Relief&utm_campaign=IDA%20Hurricane%20Emergency%20Appeal%20%7C%20September%202021
https://pda.pcusa.org/pda/resources/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Hurricane+Ida+Relief&utm_campaign=IDA+Hurricane+Emergency+Appeal+%7C+September+2021
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September  2021  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
10:45 Meals on 
Wheels 

  

2 

11a Reopening 
Team (Z) 

1p Worship Prep 
(Z) 

6:30p Big Book 
AA 

 
 

3 

2:30p Stewardship 
4 
  

5 
10a Worship w/

Communion 
10:30a Kenyan 

Church 
11a Fellowship 
1p Anuak Church 
5p Firing Line AA 
 
  

6 

 LABOR DAY 

 OFFICE 
CLOSED 

7 

 9:45a TOPS 
11:30a Staff 

Meeting (Z) 

8 

9a Men’s Breakfast 
(GR) 

12p Fair Trade (A) 

9 

1p Worship Prep 
(Z) 

4:30p Celebration 
& Worship (Z) 

5p Building & 
Grounds 

6:30p Big Book 
AA 

10 
  

 

1p North Suburban 

Chorus (GR) 

11 
  

12 

 10a Worship  
10:30a Kenyan 

Church 
11a Fellowship 
1p Anuak Church 
5p Firing Line AA 
 

13 

 OFFICE 
CLOSED 

14 

 9:45a TOPS 
11:30a Staff 

Meeting (Z) 
1p Former 

Dementia 
Caregivers (Z) 

6:30p Faith 
Formation 

 

15 
New Life News 
articles due 

1p Foodmobile 
7p Personnel 
 
  

16 

11a Reopening 
Team (Z) 

1p Worship Prep 
 
6:30p Big Book 
AA 

17 
 

1p North Suburban 

Chorus (GR) 
  

18 
  

19 

10a Worship  
10:30a Kenyan 

Church 
11a Fellowship 
1p Anuak Church 
5p Firing Line AA 
 
 

20 

 OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

7p Finance 

21 

 9:45a TOPS 
11:30a Staff 

Meeting (Z) 
 

22 

9a Men’s Breakfast 
(GR) 

10:45a Meals on 
Wheels 

23 

1p Worship Prep 
 
 
6:30p Big Book 
AA 

24 
  

1p North Suburban 

Chorus (GR) 

25 
  

26 

10a Worship  
10:30a Kenyan 

Church 
11a Fellowship 
1p Anuak Church 
5p Firing Line AA 
 
 
 

27 

 OFFICE 
CLOSED 

Parkway Pizza 
& NCP 

28 

 9:45a TOPS 
1p Former 

Dementia 
Caregivers (Z) 

6:30p Session 

29 
  

30 

11a Reopening 
Team (Z) 

1p Worship Prep 
 
6:30p Big Book 
AA 

  

Noon-Midnight       8a-Midnight 

  8a-Midnight                      Park & Ride               8a-Midnight 
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1st— Jason Bahnemann 

2nd— Estralita Abongmbu, Luke 
Heikila, Joanne Kallstrom 

3rd— Kathy Bell Buhaug 

4th— Barb Nelson 

6th— Frances Williams 

7th— Emma Kerns, Fae Wilson 

8th— Warren Wolfe 

9th— Alexis Jenson, Corwin 
Thompson 

10th— Dan Link 

11th— Dean Brandsness, Daniel 
McBride 

12th— Erika Maghakian 

13th— Christine Hanneman 

14th— Suzanne McCarthy, Steven 
Smith 

15th— Yvonne Lewis 

16th— Ann Green, Kristina Zoerb 

18th— Sue Gable 

19th— Johnbosco O. Oyoo 

20th— Dawn Miller 

21st— Susan Kachel 

24th— Mary Kaul 

26th— Freddie Link 

27th— Betsy Cook, Brayden 
Farrell, Janet Schneider 

28th— Bailey Hinds 

30th— George Williams 

September Birthdays 

If your September birthday is missing from this list, our apologies.  Please let Deb in the church office know 
so we can include you next time.  (deb@newlifechurchroseville.org or 651-488-5581 ext. 210) 

Ministers: New Life Congregation 
Minister of Word & Sacrament: 
  Riz Prakasim, ext 211 (Sabbath Mondays) 
  riz@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Church Administrator: 
  Vacant 
Director of Music Ministry: 
  Vacant 
Administrative Assistant: 
  Deb Griffin, ext 210 
  deb@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Preschool Director: 
  Sher Noot, ext 219 
  director@northcomopreschool.org 
Communications Collaborator: 
  Pam Schoon 
 communications@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Custodian: Tori Golder 
  tori@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Church Phone Number:  651.488.5581 

Building & Grounds: Kim Spear 

Celebration & Worship:  Sara Drake 

Church & Society:  TBD 

Community Garden:   Pete Marchetto 

Congregational Care:  Joanne Kallstrom 

Faith Formation:  TBD 

Finance:  John Kachel 

Membership & Growth:  Tom Carlson 

Nominating:  John Bootier 

Personnel:  Melinda Maurey 

Stewardship:  TBD 

I.T.:  Andy Ihlenfeldt 

 

 

September 2021 Holidays 

4th—International Bacon Day 

6th—Read A Book Day 

10th—Suicide Prevention Day 

12th—Grandparents Day 

18th—Batman Day, National 
Cheeseburger Day 

21st—International Day of Peace 

22nd—Start of Fall 

25th—National Daughter’s Day 

26th—National Pancake Day 

28th—National Son’s Day 

29th—National Coffee Day 

mailto:deb@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:riz@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:deb@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:director@northcomopreschool.org
mailto:communications@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:tori@newlifechurchroseville.org

