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Riz’s Reflections… 

Everything in the world is about to 
be wrapped up, so take nothing for 
granted. Stay wide-awake in prayer. 
Most of all, love each other as if 
your life depended on it. Love 
makes up for practically anything. 
Be quick to give a meal to the 
hungry, a bed to the homeless—
cheerfully. Be generous with the 
different things God gave you, 
passing them around so all get in on 
it: if words, let it be God’s words; if 
help, let it be God’s hearty help. 
That way, God’s bright presence 
will be evident in everything 
through Jesus. To God be the glory 
and the power for ever and ever.  
 - 1 Peter 4:7-11 

Dear Church, 

Peace be with you. The rising 

temperatures means that summer 

is here, and many are going on 

vacation and spending time at the 

cabin as pandemic restrictions 

ease. Traditionally, summer also 

means that our youth group goes 

on a mission trip. The mission trip 

was postponed last year due to 

the pandemic and because of so 

many unknowns when we were 

planning this year, we opted to 

take a safe route and plan for a 

model in which students do not 

stay overnight. In addition, we 

partnered together with North 

and Trinity Presbyterian churches 

on a local mission experience 

which drew our youth closer 

together as we learned about 

God’s steadfast love. 

As our text from 1 Peter reminds 

us, we are to love one another as 

though our lives depend on it. 

When asked by a Pharisee what is 

the greatest commandment in the 

law Jesus replied that we should 

love God with all of our being and 

to love our neighbors as 

ourselves. Therefore, what God 

requires from us is to reflect the 

love of God to all whom we 

encounter. This was the overall 

theme of the mission experience, 

to know that we are made in the 

image of God and to reflect God’s 

love to all of creation.  

We began each day with worship 

which centered us and prepared 

us for service. Our first day 

together we got to know one 

another through a series of 

activities including some work in 

our own Planting Seeds of Hope 

Community Garden. Our youth 

were thrilled to know that our 

harvest goes to the Every Meal 

program which helps children/

youth encountering food 

insecurity. Continuing with that 

theme, the youth prepared 200 

sandwiches for people 

experiencing homelessness. The 

youth also made their own 

sandwiches for lunch which were 

the same as those given away, 

underscoring that if we are giving 

away food it should be good 

enough for us to consume as we 

desire to love our neighbors as 

ourselves. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Daring to  l ive   

in  Jesus   

transforming  
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The second day we witnessed via 

video how Holy Trinity Lutheran 

church in South Minneapolis 

responded to the uprising last year 

as they opened their doors wide to 

serve their neighbors in distress. We 

then made our way to the holy 

ground of George Floyd square 

where we reflected on the events 

and encountered a local resident 

who reminded us that when we 

don’t “show love” we end up 

hurting one another. After that we 

went to Holy Trinity church where 

we spoke to leaders and toured the 

neighborhood.  

On the third day we headed out to 

Wisconsin to visit a farm and learn 

about sustainability and building 

community. We worked, heard from 

local leaders, did an art project, and 

enjoyed the goats and the fresh air! 

The final day together we visited 

Department of Indian Works and did 

some work in the food pantry and 

clothing closet while we learned 

about their history and mission.  

We had shirts made for the mission 

trip that summed up our time 

together. Learning, Serving, 

Growing. The leaders considered 

this mission trip a success because 

at the end of our time the youth 

were asking what we will do 

together next year. On behalf of our 

youth group, I would like to thank 

all who supported us and 

encouraged us. All of us give glory 

to God when we are generous with 

the things God has entrusted to our 

care. Let us today, and always, love 

each other as if our lives depended 

on it. 

In Christ, Rev Riz 

(Continued from page 1) 

Riz’s Reflections... (cont’d) 

All of us give glory 

to God when we 

are generous with 

the things God has 

entrusted to our 

care.  Let us today, 

and always,  

love each other  

as if our lives 

depended on it. 
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A Letter from Jed & Jenny Koball, serving in Peru 

Dear friends, 

How do we find peace and hope in 
the midst of darkness? As I ask this 
question, I know that many of you 
are already bathing in the warm 
glow of the light at the end of the 
tunnel. From here in Peru, Jed and 
I can see how the pandemic is 
subsiding in your part of the 
world, and we celebrate with you 
the newly found freedoms of 
social gathering that many of you 
are now enjoying. Such joy is 
palpable and even hopeful, as we 
can imagine that one day, we, too, 
will know again what it feels like 
to be physically present with 
those we love. 

At the same time, such celebration 
seen from afar is a stark reminder 
of the disparate worlds in which 
we live. Here in Peru, throughout 
Latin America, and across the 
global South, we still have so far 
to go. The light is still so distant; 
the tunnel is still so long. And so I 
ask myself, from where will my 
help come? How do I find peace in 
the darkness? When will the light 
shine again? 

When I was a child, I sought refuge 
among the plants. When war 
prevailed around us in the high 
jungles where I grew up, and later 
when economic difficulties fell 
upon my family, I found peace 
among the flowers, the fruit trees, 
the vegetable plants, and the 
medicinal herbs that filled the 
land around us. The colors of the 
flowers helped me see beyond the 
black and white versions of life 
that only serve to divide us. The 
sweet aromas helped me take 
deep breaths and embrace the 
moment. The prickly thorns and 
soft petals intertwined taught me 
about our interconnectedness. 
The fruit of the vine reminded me 
that when we care for one 

another, God saves us. God 
provides. The plants not only gave 
me comfort, but they also gave me 
courage, purpose, and hope. 

I do not know where my love of 
plants comes from. Perhaps it 
comes from my aunts and uncles, 
grandparents, and parents who 
tilled the soil and made it a way of 
life. Perhaps it was passed down 
through the blood of ancestors 
long before – those who sought to 
live in harmony with the Earth 
before the Spanish arrived. I still 
tremble at the thought of those 
who came not only to conquer a 
land and its people but to bury its 
spirit, too. 

Today, I work to restore that spirit. 
As much as I do it in honor of 
those who came before me, I do it 
for those who come after me. I do 
it for my son. I love and care for 
the plants so that my dear boy 
Thiago may also find the wonder 
of the divine in the land that 
surrounds us. I do it so he may 
find peace and hope even in times 
of darkness. 

Like millions of others in Peru and 
around the world, these past 
fifteen months and counting have 
taken a toll on us. From the 16th 
floor of our apartment, where we 
have spent most of every day for 
nearly 500 days, we are able to 
look out upon the concrete jungle 
of Lima that is built in the middle 
of a desert. There are no flowers 
or fruit trees, vegetable gardens, 
or medicinal herbs. It is a 
reminder that those who came to 
conquer and exploit peoples and 
land alike have secured immense 
power that continues to divide us 
and generate inequalities. I look 
out the window, and I see no place 
to take refuge, to find peace, to 
find hope. I see so little green. 

And so, together with my son, 
Thiago, we have dedicated this 
past year to creating our own 
refuge. We have planted and 
nurtured our own tiny little jungle 
inside the walls of our tiny little 
abode on the 16th floor. The 
colors of the flowers tell us the 
story of God’s diversity. The scent 
of lavender brings calm to the 
moment. The feel of the soil 
between our fingers reminds us 
that we are part of something 
bigger. We are part of God’s 
Creation. 

Our tiny jungle gives us peace. 
And, it gives us purpose because 
to plant a seed, to nurture it, and 
watch it grow is nothing less than 
an act of resistance in the face of 
the powers that tell us we are 
anything less than a valued 
member of the One Body of God 
the Creator. 

Friends, I write all this to say that 
we are doing well. We are strong. 
We are hopeful. And we know that 
we are not alone. Together with 
our partners, we continue to 
accompany those in greatest need 
– those who are hungry, those 
who are sick, those who seek 
shelter. Together with you, we 
continue to pray for those who are 
forgotten and those we cannot 
see. Together, as God’s people, we 
continue to plant, even in the 
darkness of a concrete jungle, so 
that God’s garden of hope takes 
root wherever we may be. 

For your continued support of this 
ministry we share, we are so 
grateful! 

Jenny Valles  

jenny.valles@pcusa.org  

mailto:jenny.valles@pcusa.org
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The People’s Prayer 

God bless our dear United 
States, 
Preserve the land from evil 
fates, 
Lift high her banner fair 
and free, 
And guard her bounds 
from sea to sea. 

From foe without and foe 
within, 
From open shame and 
hidden sin, 
From boastful pride and 
greedy store. 
God keep our nation 
evermore. 

Forever may her friendly 
hands 
Receive the poor of other 
lands 
In kindliness of sisterhood, 
And fill their arms with 
ample good. 

Assailed by battle hosts of 
wrong, 
God help our country to be 
strong. 
Assailed by falsehood's 
crafty crew, 
God help our country to be 
true. 

God hold the nation's aim 
sincere, 
God save her heart from 
coward fear, 
God prosper her in true 
success, 
And crown her head with 
worthiness. 

God bless our dear United 

States, 

Preserve the land from evil 

fates, 

Lift high her banner fair 

and tree, 

And ever guard her liberty. 

by Anonymous 

COVID-19 Reopening Plan  

Church is open!  The numbers in 
Ramsey County are rapidly 
declining, allowing us to open up to 
(almost) regular worship. 

 

For fully vaccinated persons: 

• Masks and social distancing are 
no longer required. 

• You must sanitize your hands 
upon entry 

• Coffee will be available 

 

If unvaccinated or not fully 
vaccinated: 

• We encourage virtual worship 
for those who are unvaccinated. 

• However, if you do attend in 
person, masks and social 
distancing are required.  We 
need to protect those who are 
unable to get the vaccine or are 
immune compromised. 

• Hands must be sanitized upon 
entry. 

 

For everyone: 

• If you have any COVID 
symptoms or have been 
exposed to anyone with COVID-
19, we ask that you worship 
virtually 

• Anyone who desires to do so is 
welcome to wear a mask 

• Nursey, restrooms and water 
fountains will all be open. 

• Only a few bulletins will be 
provided.  Otherwise, 
everything you need will be on 
the screen.  Fee free to print 
your own bulletin at home if so 
desired (you’ll find the link in E-

notes). 

2021 Park & Ride is ON! 

The Great Minnesota Get-Together 

is on for 2021! 

NLPC and our project partners will 

host Park & Ride, once again, from August 26th through Labor 

Day, September 6, at the NLPC parking lot.  We are looking for 

captains and individuals to volunteer to cover 2-hour+ shifts. 

Come, hang out with fellow congregation members, and meet 

folks from the surrounding community.  Sign up online at 

SignUpGenius, at the sign-up table in the NLPC Atrium before/

after Sunday service, or by contacting John Bootier (612.715.6519 

or jwbootier@gmail.com). 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0448aeae23a57-2021
mailto:jwbootier@gmail.com?subject=Park%20N%20Ride
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 July   2021   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

 1p Worship 
Prep Meeting 

(Z) 

6:30p Como 
Park Big Book 

AA 
 

2 
  

3 
  

        

4 INDEPENDENCE 
DAY 

10a Worship 
11a Fellowship 
10:30a Kenyan 

Church 
5p Firing Line AA 
  

 

 

 

 

5 
OFFICE 

CLOSED—
HOLIDAY 
OBSERVED 

  

6 
9:45a TOPS 
11:30a Staff 

Meeting (Z) 
  

7 
  

8 
  

11a Reopening 

Meeting 

1p Worship Prep 

Meeting (Z) 

5p Building & 

Grounds Mtg 

6:30p Como 
Park Big Book 

AA 
 

9 
  

10 
  

11 

10a Worship 
11a Fellowship 
10:30a Kenyan 

Church 
5p Firing Line AA 

12 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

13 

 9:45a TOPS 
11:30a Staff 

Meeting (Z) 
1p Former 

Dementia 
Caregivers 

6:30p Faith 
Formation 

 

14 

 9a Men’s 

Breakfast 

15 

 New Life News 
articles due. 

1p Worship Prep 

Meeting (Z) 

 

6:30p Como 
Park Big Book 

AA 

16 

 OFFICE 
CLOSED 

17 
  

18 

10a Worship 
11a Fellowship 
10:30a Kenyan 

Church 
5p Firing Line AA 
 

19 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

7p Finance 

20 

 9:45a TOPS 
11:30a Staff 

Meeting (Z) 
  

21 

10:45a Meals on 

Wheels 

1p Food Mobile 

22 

1p Worship Prep 

Meeting (Z) 

 

6:30p Como 
Park Big Book 

AA 

23 
  

24 
  

25 

10a Worship 
11a Fellowship 
10:30a Kenyan 

Church 
5p Firing Line AA 
 

26 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

27 

 9:45a TOPS 
1p Former 

Dementia 
Caregivers 

6:30p Session 
 
  

28 

 9a Men’s 

Breakfast 

29 

1p Worship Prep 

Meeting (Z) 

 

6:30p Como 
Park Big Book 

AA 

 

30 
  

31 
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1st— James Casterlin 

6th— Burt Griffin 

7th— Lee Brotherton, Anje Rust 

10th— Cathy Newcome 

11th— Dale Engman, Aiden Smith 

12th— Grace Barnes, Barbara 
Ritter 

13th— Darrell Chinander 

15th— Tori Golder-Carson 

16th— Javier Van Dyke 

17th— Delia Schultz 

19th— Anita McLaughlin, Christie 
Thorsen 

20th— Alice Spear-Bankey 

23rd— James Sargent 

24th— Pamala Hord, Paul 
Ihlenfeldt 

25th— Kirk Buckley, Sue 
Severiano 

26th—Chris Cacek 

27th— Lizzy Kachel, Kyra Rust 

28th— Charles Baumann 

29th— Jym Hubbell 

30th— Ian Robert Cacek 

31st— Amy Schmidt 

July Birthdays 

If your July birthday is missing from this list, our apologies.  Please let Deb in the church office know so we 
can include you next time.  (deb@newlifechurchroseville.org) 

Ministers: New Life Congregation 
Minister of Word & Sacrament: 
  Riz Prakasim, ext 211 (Sabbath Mondays) 
  riz@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Church Administrator: 
  Maryfran Moen, ext 220 
  maryfranc@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Director of Music Ministry: 
  Vacant 
Administrative Assistant: 
  Deb Griffin, ext 210 
  deb@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Preschool Director: 
  Sher Noot, ext 219 
  director@northcomopreschool.org 
Communications Collaborator: 
  Pam Schoon 
 communications@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Custodian: Tori Golder 
  tori@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Church Phone Number:  651.488.5581 

Building & Grounds: Cynthia Reimers-
Erickson 

Celebration & Worship:  Cindy Ward-
Thompson 

Church & Society:  TBD 

Community Garden:   Pete Marchetto 

Congregational Care:  Joanne Kallstrom 

Faith Formation:  Anice Lucas 

Finance:  John Kachel 

Membership & Growth:  A.D. Dickson 

Nominating:  John Bootier 

Personnel:  TBD 

Stewardship:  Deb Griffin 

I.T.:  TBD 

Operating Fund—Through May of Fiscal 2020-21 

Year-to-date income fell to $36,000 in May.  It’s not unusual for expenses to exceed income 

in the final months of the year.  So, we probably will see lower net income by the end of the 

year, but still finish with a healthy surplus.  Contributions continue to be better than we 

expected them to be and spending for most areas is below budget. 

mailto:deb@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:riz@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:maryfranc@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:deb@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:director@northcomopreschool.org
mailto:communications@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:tori@newlifechurchroseville.org

