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Riz’s Reflections… 

For just as each of us has one 

body with many members, and 

these members do not all have 

the same function, so in Christ 

we, though many, form one 

body, and each member belongs 

to all the others. We have 

different gifts, according to the 

grace given to each of us.  

Romans 12:4-6 

 

Dear Church, 

Peace be with you. I pray this 

letter finds you in good spirits 

as we will celebrate the birth of 

the church this month on 

Pentecost Sunday. The birth of 

the church happened quickly 

and was a unique event that 

brought together people from 

many parts of the world. This 

was a statement in itself, that 

the church—God’s family—will 

be made up of all nations, 

which is indeed something to 

celebrate. But have you ever 

thought about what makes our 

church a unique expression of 

the body of Christ? The 

question can also be flipped to 

ask what is not unique about 

us as the body of Christ? One 

of the obvious answers is that 

we are part of the reformed 

church, and our unique 

expression is called the 

Presbyterian Church USA. 

However, there are many 

elements of our faith that 

transcend Presbyterianism and 

are common to many churches, 

even those whom we might 

disagree with theologically. But 

even within the PCUSA, there is 

no other church like us because 

of you, and together we live 

out Christ’s call to ministry. 

This is what the author of 

Canoeing the Mountains calls 

the church’s DNA. 

The Session is reading this 

book which deals with 

leadership in uncharted 

territory, which is exactly where 

the church is, as we grapple 

with an ongoing pandemic that 

has dramatically shifted how 

we operate. One of the things 

we have had to do to adjust to 

health concerns and continue 

to worship is to move to a 

hybrid worship service as an 

adaptive change. As we 

continue to minister to our 

community as external factors 

around us change, we will have 

to adapt to be relevant in our 

ministries. But we must be 

careful to not change the DNA 

of our church that makes us 

(Continued on page 2) 
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who we are. You are critical in 

preserving the DNA that makes 

us who we are by first helping us 

to identify what makes New Life, 

New Life. Please consider the 

following questions as we 

continue to minister in a shifting 

environment.  

 What of our church DNA is 

essential and must be 

preserved?  

 What DNA is not essential and 

can be discarded? And finally,  

 What DNA might need to be 

created through joyful 

experiments that serve a need 

inside or outside our church 

walls?  

Each member of New Life has 

something to offer the church as 

we seek to be faithful to Christ’s 

call to ministry. Through all your 

contributions of time, talents and 

treasure, is this unique ministry of 

New Life possible? Let us hold 

fast to the DNA that gives life, 

consider what to jettison as we 

navigate unchartered territory, 

and dream about what new 

spiritual adventures the Holy 

Spirit may be leading us to next. 

As one body with many members, 

let us rejoice in knowing that we 

belong to one another and to 

God no matter what tomorrow 

may bring.  

In Christ,  

Rev Riz 

(Continued from page 1) 

Riz’s Reflections... (cont’d) 

But even within the 

PC(USA), there is no 

other church like us 

because of you, 

and together we 

live out Christ’s call 

to ministry. 

North Como Preschool Update 

North Como Preschool has 
openings available for our 
Preschool classes beginning 
in September (fall 2021).  
Classes are for students 
who are three years old by 
September 1st and are 
potty trained.  Our classes 
run Monday/Wednesday or 
Tuesday/Thursday from 
9:00—11:30a.  We also offer 
an optional lunch bunch for 
an additional fee, where 
students may stay until 
12:30p. 

 
We also have a few 
openings available in our 
Pre-K classes (students 
must be 4 years old by 
September 1st).  Classes 
run Monday/Wednesday 
and every other Friday or 
Tuesday/Thursday and 
every other Friday from 
9:00a—12:30p. 
 
If you are interested in 
learning more information 
about North Como 
Preschool and how we may 
be a good fit for your 
family, or to set up a tour, 
please contact Sher Noot, 
Director, via email at 

Director@northcomopresch
ool.org. 

mailto:director@northcomopreschool.org
mailto:director@northcomopreschool.org
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  Operating Fund—thru March of FY 20-21 

Year-to-date income dropped down to about $35,000 in March, but that is still much better than 
what we expected for this far into the year.  The reduction came about because we 
finished paying out all of our budgeted mission giving for the year.  Contributions 
continue to be better than we expected them to be, and spending for most areas is 
below budget.  Last fiscal year we finished with a surplus and with the pandemic 
continuing, we most likely will finish with a surplus again this fiscal year.   

News from Jed & Jenny Koball—our mission partners in Peru 

“They tried to bury us, but they 
didn´t know we were seeds.” 
Conrado Olivera spoke these 
oft quoted words of resistance 
in his farewell to friends and 
colleagues in La Oroya, Peru 
this past month. As Director of 
our global partner, Red 
Uniendo Manos Peru (UMP), 
Conrado has been instrumental 
in turning a local struggle for 
environmental clean-up in La 
Oroya into a national 
movement for human and 
environmental rights for 
communities affected by 
mining contamination. But 
now, after twenty years of 
service with UMP, Conrado is 
entering into a new and very 
well-deserved chapter of his 
life: retirement. 

I first met Conrado twelve years 
ago when I arrived in Peru as a 
mission co-worker. We 
gathered in the lobby of a hotel 
in Lima, both of us exhausted 
from recent travel – myself 
from an eight hour flight from 
New York and he from a twelve 
hour bus ride from the central 
Andes. From day one of our 
friendship, it was clear that he 
would always put forth what 
seemed to me more effort than 
I merited to ensure that I felt 
welcome and appreciated. 
Over time I came to learn his 
grace abounds with all those 

who join him in the work for 
justice. Over time, I also came 
to learn that a twelve-hour bus 
ride along winding mountain 
roads is hardly an exceptional 
event in Peru. Such rides 
became routine for us in the 
work we shared, and they gave 
me privileged time to glean his 
wisdom. 

The road to La Oroya is perhaps 
the road we most frequented 
together. Still considered one 
of the most contaminated 
places in the world due to the 
toxic emissions from a now 
dormant metals smelter once 
owned by a U.S. holding 
company, arriving there is 
nothing less than a stark 
reminder of the darkness we 
humans can too easily turn a 
blind eye to. Indeed, over the 
course of decades a proud 
people had been buried under 
poisonous ash; a green-
mountainous landscape had 
been white-washed by acid 
rains; and a once fertile land 
had been left for dead with 
toxic metals. Almost nothing 
grows in La Oroya. Almost. 

Conrado has many gifts: 
wisdom, compassion, and quick 
wit among them. It may be his 
perseverance that is both most 
remarkable and endearing. He 
refused to give up in La Oroya 

when so many questioned what 
could possibly be done and 
when so many more simply 
resigned to living a less than 
bountiful life. Like the most 
loyal of Jesus’ disciples, 
Conrado knew the risks and 
dangers involved in proclaiming 
Good News for the poor and 
oppressed, standing up to a 
billion dollar industry and the 
authorities that defend it. Yet, 
he persisted in his calling, and 
he trusted. He trusted that the 
will to live life in abundance still 
burned fiercely among residents 
of La Oroya and actors in the 
church, and he stoked those 
flames. He kept the buried 
seeds of resistance alive until 
they cracked through the barren 
earth like fresh signs of Spring. 

When I myself began to 
question our continued 
presence in La Oroya, it was 
Conrado who preached to me 
in his gentle way. He 
acknowledged that we may be 
nothing more than mere 
molecules of water in a grand 
ocean of humanity, but when 
we come together and move 
together, we create ripples, and 
when ripples come together, 
they become waves. Waves are 
energy. Waves are change. 
Waves can create something 
new. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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News from Jed & Jenny Koball (cont’d) 

 On Easter Sunday, we 

welcomed four new church 

members:  Tom Carlson, 

Andrew Griffin, Burt Griffin, 

and Andrew Lynch 

(otherwise known as  

Bishop).  Please take a 

moment to welcome them 

as you encounter them.  

Last season we donated 813 
pounds of vegetables to Every 
Meal (formerly The Sheridan 
Story).  This year we hope to 
donate a lot more!   If you are a 
home gardener we ask you to 
grow extra in your garden and 
please donate. 

If you would like to participate in 
growing potatoes in potato bags 
in your yard, we will supply the 
bag and potato sets.  You will 
supply the soil, water, and care.  
Here is a video that explains the 
process. 

Bring any donations from your 
garden during harvest to the 
church Sunday until Monday at 
11:00a.  There will be a blue and 
white cooler in the garden area 
on the Chatsworth side.  If you 
are at church, you can put your 
donations in the church 
refrigerator on the shelf marked 
EVERY MEAL Donation.  All 
donations will be delivered to 
Every Meal on Mondays.  Contact 
Nancy Marchetto for more 
information or to sign up for a 
Potato bag. 

There is a wave flowing over 
the landscape of La Oroya 
today. It is a green wave. It is a 
wave of trees and plants that 
have taken root in a patch of 
land being restored by a people 
unwilling to accept a fate of 
anything less than eternal life. 
This green wave of resistance 
has spilled outwards beyond 
the borders of their town, 
bringing together dozens of 
communities across Peru that 
are affected by toxic metals 
contamination from the mining 
industry. Together they have 
made space for themselves at 
the negotiating table of the 
highest levels of government 

where they are presently 
designing new legislation to 
protect the millions of people 
in Peru threatened by poisons 
leached into their land. 

Conrado has been a driving 
force in this movement, and he 
will be dearly missed. But 
perhaps the most amazing gift 
he leaves us with is a 
contagious passion for truth 
and justice. The wave will not 
come crashing down as he 
steps into retirement. To the 
contrary, I believe the wave is 
just beginning to grow. One 
very important reason for this 
is you. 

This past year, you awed and 

humbled us with your generous 
support of this gospel ministry 
we share. We could not be 
more grateful. Thank you! 

Our prayer and hope are that 
you continue to walk with us in 
the months and years to come. 
We humbly ask that you 
continue to support us 
financially, accompany us 
prayerfully, and act with us 
courageously right where you 
are. Together may we grow the 
seeds and ride the wave to a 
land of abundant life. 

In Hope of the Risen Christ, 

Jed and Jenny 

(Continued from page 3) 

Planting Seeds of Hope Community Garden News 

https://www.thespruce.com/growing-potatoes-in-containers-848220
mailto:%20trimarc07607@gmail.com


 5 

New Life News Volume 4, May 2021 

Daring Group 

meets online 

May 8th 

at 2p 

What does it mean to 

have “a complicated 

faith”?  We will consider 

that question at the 

next Daring Group as 

we discuss Brené 

Brown’s conversation 

with Brandi Carlile. 

Join us as we share our 

highs and lows and talk 

about faith driven by 

the heartbeat of 

mystery. 

Newcomers and re-

connectors are welcome. 

Contact Kate Wolfe-

Jenson to find out more.  

Kate@Jensons.com or 

651.402.5927. 

Pentecost Sunday 

Pentecost Sunday is coming May 
23rd and we’ll have a special 
offering! 

Each year on Pentecost Sunday, we 
celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit 
and the birthday of the church.  The 
Holy Spirit remains with us still, 
connecting us with the church of the 
past, continuing to inspire the church 
of today, and pointing us to the 
church of the future.  Each year, this 
celebration is marked by receiving 
the Pentecost Offering which 
nurtures the faith of those who are 
the church to come — children, 
youth, and young adults. 

Psalm 71 testifies that a foundation 
of faith established during childhood 
helps ensure lifelong faith and 

service.  The patterns and lessons 
established during these formative 
years continue to bear fruit 
throughout a person’s life.  By giving 
to the Pentecost Offering, our 
congregation participates in helping 
our children, youth, and young adults 
grow up to proclaim with Psalm 71, 

“O God, from my youth you have 
taught me, 

and I still proclaim your wonderful 
deeds.” 

The church gardens and landscaping 
need help waking up for Spring.  
Volunteer to Adopt-a-Bed and do a 
little or a lot of clean-up and removal 
of dead leaves, etc.  Let the church 

office know if you are willing to help 
out as we prep our church for Spring 
and reopening.  

Spring has Sprung! 

Make a Reservation for Worship 

As of this writing, 

the number of 

COVID-19 cases 

per 10,000 in 

Ramsey County is 

41.  This is up from 36 last week.  

Unfortunately, this means that we 

must return to pre-Phase I 

protocols regarding building use. 

Reservations are required to attend 

in-person worship, and only 10 

people will be permitted in the 

sanctuary.  You can sign up here, or 

call Deb in the church office 

(651.488.5581 x210).   

Attendees must wear a mask over 

their nose and mouth at all times, 

sign in when entering the building, 

maintain social distancing at all times, 

stay away from the Sound Booth, and 

sit in areas of the pews that are not 

marked off.  We want to do our best 

to protect everyone in the building, 

even with only ten people.  There will 

be no singing, no bulletins, no 

nursery.  There will  be a great 

worship experience and the joy of 

returning to the building. 

https://brenebrown.com/podcast/brene-with-brandi-carlile-on-music-mysticism-and-broken-horses/
https://brenebrown.com/podcast/brene-with-brandi-carlile-on-music-mysticism-and-broken-horses/
mailto:Kate@Jensons.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4aa5ab29a5f85-easter


 6 

  May  2021   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 
  Mothers are endowed with a love that is unlike any other 

love on the face of the Earth. 
Marjorie P. Hinckley  

2 

10a Worship  
10:30a KCOC 
11a Fellowship 
11:15a Faith 

Formation 
5p Firing Line AA 
 

3 

OFFICE 
CLOSED  

4 

 9:45a TOPS 
11:30a Staff Mtg 

5 
  

6 
NATIONAL 

DAY OF 
PRAYER 

1p Worship Prep 
  

7 
  

8 

2p Daring Group 

9 MOTHER’S 
DAY 

10a Worship  
10:30a KCOC 
11a Fellowship 
11:15a Faith 

Formation 
5p Firing Line AA 
 

10 

OFFICE 
CLOSED  

11 

9a Fair Trade 
9:45a TOPS 
11:30a Staff Mtg 
1p Former 

Dementia 
Caregivers 

6:30p Faith 
Formation  

12 

9a Men’s 
Breakfast 

13 

11a Reopening 
Team 

1p Worship Prep 
4p Celebration & 

Worship 
5p Building & 

Grounds 
  

14 
  

15 

 NEW LIFE 
NEWS 
ARTICLES 
DUE 

16 

10a Worship  
10:30a KCOC 
11a Fellowship 
11:15a Faith 

Formation 
5p Firing Line AA 
 

17 

OFFICE 
CLOSED  

18 

9:45a TOPS 
11:30a Staff Mtg 
6:30p Esther Cir 
6:30p Personnel 
  

19 

10:45a Meals on 
Wheels 

  

20 

1p Worship Prep 
21 
  

22 
  

23 
PENTECOST 
SUNDAY 

10a Worship  
10:30a KCOC 
11a Fellowship 
11:15a Faith 

Formation 
5p Firing Line AA 
 

24 

OFFICE 
CLOSED  

25 

9:45a TOPS 
1p Former 

Dementia 
Caregivers 

6:30p Session 
  

26 

9a Men’s 
Breakfast 

  

27 

11a Reopening 
Team 

1p Worship Prep 
  

28 
  

29 
  

30 

10a Worship  
10:30a KCOC 
11a Fellowship 
11:15a Faith 

Formation 
5p Firing Line AA 
 

31 

 MEMORIAL 
DAY 

OFFICE 
CLOSED  
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1st— Nancy Irsfeld 

3rd— Connie Nyman 

4th— Justin Nyasimi 

5th— Elizabeth Brzoska 

7th— Jesus Severiano 

8th— Andrew Schmidt 

11th— Shylee Smith 

12th— Karin Link, Jed Koball 
(Mission partner) 

13th— Janie King 

14th— Barbara McCue, Dean 

Schmidt 

15th—Ethel Carr, Cady Groth, 
Sonya McBride 

16th— Eric Brandsness 

19th— Stephanie Buckley, Linda 
Hoekman, Ralph Jenson, 
Jacob Van Dyke 

20th— Kevin Maghakian 

22nd— Keenan Griffin 

23rd— Anice Lucas, David 
Williams 

24th— Marily Knieriemen 

25th— Jamere Lewis, Nancy 
Marchetto 

26th— Jessica Lee 

30th— Cynthia Erickson, Edna 
Harrison, Roger Seaborg 

31st— Tasha Miller 

May Birthdays 

If your May birthday is missing from this list, our apologies.  Please let Deb in the church office know so we 
can include you next time.  (deb@newlifechurchroseville.org) 

Ministers: New Life Congregation 
Minister of Word & Sacrament: 
  Riz Prakasim, ext 211 (Sabbath Mondays) 
  riz@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Church Administrator: 
  Maryfran Moen, ext 220 
  maryfranc@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Director of Music Ministry: 
  Vacant 
Administrative Assistant: 
  Deb Griffin, ext 210 
  deb@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Preschool Director: 
  Sher Noot, ext 219 
  director@northcomopreschool.org 
Communications Collaborator: 
  Pam Schoon 
 communications@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Custodian: Tori Golder 
  tori@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Church Phone Number:  651.488.5581 

Building & Grounds: Cynthia Reimers-
Erickson 

Celebration & Worship:  Cindy Ward-
Thompson 

Church & Society:  TBD 

Community Garden:   Pete Marchetto 

Congregational Care:  Joanne Kallstrom 

Faith Formation:  Anice Lucas 

Finance:  John Kachel 

Membership & Growth:  A.D. Dickson 

Nominating:  John Bootier 

Personnel:  Larry Lane 

Stewardship:  Deb Griffin 

I.T.:  Larry Lane 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Liturgist — Sign up here or call Deb in the church office.  You can either pre-record your parts of the service 

or be in person at church.  Script is provided in advance.  Reading skills are the only qualifier. 

Zoom Worship Host — Sign up here or call Deb in the church office.  More help in this area is welcome!  

Detailed instructions are provided. 

Zoom Fellowship Host — Sign up here or call Deb.  If we don’t have a Fellowship host, there can be no 

fellowship after worship.  If you’re able to attend Zoom fellowship, you probably qualify to host. 

mailto:deb@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:riz@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:maryfranc@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:deb@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:director@northcomopreschool.org
mailto:communications@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:tori@newlifechurchroseville.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4aa5ab29a5f85-liturgists
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4aa5ab29a5f85-worship
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4aa5ab29a5f85-fellowship

