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Hey all- 
 
I just wanted to send out some information to those interested.  I am in the Extension 
Master Gardener program this year, and while I am still learning (aren't we all?) I want 
to share my thoughts with you, and be a resource.  During the season if you have some 
weird bug or issues with a plant, I hope to be a resource to you! 
 
Are you thinking about starting your own seeds inside this year?  The average last day 
of frost in our area is May 15th, and we count back from there to figure out when to start 
seeds indoors. Many online sites are backed up with orders for seeds, but I have seen 
plenty of packets at local garden centers, and food coops. Some local places 
include Bachman's, Highland Nursery, Mother Earth Gardens, and EggPlant Urban 
Farm Supply.   There are many other places, but these are the ones that came to mind. 
 
The week of Mar. 21 is about 8 weeks before the last frost, so that is a good week to 
start things like peppers, and eggplant and okra. (I saw many of you growing okra last 
year with its beautiful hibiscus-like flowers).   
 
The week of April 4th (Easter) is about 6 weeks out from our last freeze date, and that is 
the perfect time to start tomatoes and some varieties of flowers.   
 
It usually says on the back of seed packets when the best time to sow your seeds, how 
big things get, and days to harvest (after transplanting). 
 
https://extension.umn.edu/yard-and-garden-news/its-time-start-your-seeds 
https://extension.umn.edu/planting-and-growing-guides/starting-seeds-indoors 
 
If you are not interested in starting seeds, no big deal- there will be plenty of places to 
purchase plants.  The Ramsey County Master Gardeners are having a plant sale in 
May, as is the Friends School, and plant nurseries will start selling plants in May also.   I 
also hope that we will have some free plants from our Partners at MNGREEN, or extras 
from those of starting seeds this year. I also like to plant lots of flowers to attract and 
feed our pollinators! 
 
Finally, if you are champing at the bit to get something done, consider sanitizing your 
tools from last year. Maybe you had some blight or diseased vegetable matter that you 
sliced up with your garden shears (I cut my finger pretty badly.). Here is a great 
description of what to do. 
 
We are continuing to donate produce from our giving gardens to Every Meal (formerly 
Sheridan Story), so consider planting an extra row of carrots this year, or an extra 



tomato plant, or just sharing your harvest.  This is not required, but we will be putting out 
a cooler during the harvest season for any extras you might be inclined to donate. 
 
This last fall, Kate Wolfe-Jenson did an amazing online fundraiser for the garden for 
funds to help make the garden more accessible.  This year, look for new ramps at a 
couple of the entrances to help get over the hump, and maybe a couple of 
wheelchair accessible raised beds in the garden.  At the end of last season, the 
Buildings and Grounds committee put in a new curb cut on the chatsworth side of the 
garden to help make us more accessible. We want everyone to feel the radical sense of 
welcome to Planting Seeds of Hope Garden. 
 
Finally STAY TUNED for information about hauling in compost and please refrain from 
planting in your garden until we update.  We are bringing in compost for the garden, and 
we are waiting for information about funding.  We are trying to be quite quick about this, 
and find a way to deliver to each plot without an exorbitant amount of labor. 
 
 
Nancy and I want everyone to have a fun time in their gardens this year.  Let's all take 
some time to think about warmer weather and blooming plants. 
 


