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New Life Presbyterian Church 
1st Sunday of Lent 
February 21, 2021 
  

Prayer 

Quote of the day 

Transformation is a process, and as life 
happens there are tons of ups and downs. 
It's a journey of discovery - there are 
moments on mountaintops and moments 
in deep valleys of despair.  

 – Rick Warren 
Announcements  

Call To Worship 

We trust in you, O God, for you are 
faithful. 
Show us your ways and teach us your 
paths. 
We wait for you. 
Lead us in your paths of truth. 
Do not remember our failures. 
Out of your merciful grace, forgive us. 
You are faithful, O God. Your love is 
steadfast. 
We lift up our souls to you, and praise 
you always. 
Let us celebrate and worship God! 

 

Call to Confession 

We come to our 40-day journey of Lent 
with penitence in our hearts. The 
polarization, enmity and fissures that have 
scarred our country and world are in us as 
well. We yearn for truth, peace and 
justice. Yet we know that we have not 
lived as those who are formed in the 
truth, peace and justice of Christ. Let us 
confess our sins, first individually in 

silence and then together as one family in 
Christ. Let us pray. 

Silence  

Prayer of Confession  

We have lists of things to do, for all the 
areas of our lives. Our lives are so time 
bound and duty bound that we feel 
imprisoned in them. Now we are 
challenged by Christ to take a journey of 
discipleship. We don't feel ready for this 
journey. We need more time. And we 
complain and cry about how much we 
have to do. Forgive us, Lord, when we 
place so many "duties" in the path to 
serving you. Reset our priorities so that 
we will be ready to commit our lives in 
your service. Lord, help us to be ready 
when you call us. Help us to courageously 
answer the summons you bring. Let us 
place our trust in you in all things. Amen.  

 

Assurance of Pardon 

God in Christ is steadfast in love and 
mercy. In Christ we are forgiven and set 
free from the sins that bind and enslave 
us. We are empowered to love God with 
all of who we are, and to love our 
neighbors as ourselves. 
Friends believe in the promise of the 
gospel. 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven, thanks be 
to God. 
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ Jesus 

Peace be with you 

And also with you. 
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Hymn God of Deliverance 

Refrain: 
God of deliverance, oh bless Your people 
God of deliverance, oh bless Your people 

v.1 
Trouble comes to crowd against us 
Many will say that our God is no help  
Refrain 

v.2 
You, God are a shield around us 
You lift my head and give Your glory 
Refrain 

v.3 
We cry out for God to hear us 
God sounds a song from the holy 
mountain      
Refrain 

v.4 
I lie down at night and sleep 
I wake again because God sustains me 
Refrain 

v. 5 
Trouble stands ten thousand ‘round us 
God will arise and disarm the terror 
Refrain 
 
By Richard Bruxvoort Colligan 

 
Affirmation of Faith  
 (From a Brief Statement of Faith) 

In life and in death we belong to God. 
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in 
the one triune God, the Holy One of 
Israel, whom alone we worship and 
serve. With believers in every time and 
place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in 

death can separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Glory to the 
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

 

Scripture 1 Peter 3:18-22  

If with heart and soul you’re doing good, 
do you think you can be stopped? Even if 
you suffer for it, you’re still better off. 
Don’t give the opposition a second 
thought. Through thick and thin, keep 
your hearts at attention, in adoration 
before Christ, your Master. Be ready to 
speak up and tell anyone who asks why 
you’re living the way you are, and always 
with the utmost courtesy. Keep a clear 
conscience before God so that when 
people throw mud at you, none of it will 
stick. They’ll end up realizing that 
they’re the ones who need a bath.  It’s 
better to suffer for doing good, if that’s 
what God wants, than to be punished for 
doing bad. That’s what Christ did 
definitively: suffered because of others’ 
sins, the Righteous One for the 
unrighteous ones. He went through it all—
was put to death and then made alive—to 
bring us to God. 

He went and proclaimed God’s salvation 
to earlier generations who ended up in 
the prison of judgment because they 
wouldn’t listen. You know, even though 
God waited patiently all the days that 
Noah built his ship, only a few were saved 
then, eight to be exact—saved from the 
water by the water. The waters of baptism 
do that for you, not by washing away dirt 
from your skin but by presenting you 
through Jesus’ resurrection before God 
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with a clear conscience. Jesus has the last 
word on everything and everyone, from 
angels to armies. He’s standing right 
alongside God, and what he says goes. 

 Mark 9:9-15 

At this time, Jesus came from Nazareth in 
Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. The moment he came out of the 
water, he saw the sky split open and God’s 
Spirit, looking like a dove, come down on 
him. Along with the Spirit, a voice: “You 
are my Son, chosen and marked by my 
love, pride of my life.” 

At once, this same Spirit pushed Jesus out 
into the wild. For forty wilderness days 
and nights he was tested by Satan. Wild 
animals were his companions, and angels 
took care of him. 

After John was arrested, Jesus went to 
Galilee preaching the Message of God: 
“Time’s up! God’s kingdom is here. 
Change your life and believe the 
Message.” 

Sermon         The Journey of Lent      
 Pastor Riz 

Hymn Take My Life and Let It Be 

Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated Lord to Thee 
Take my moments and my days 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise 

Let them flow in ceaseless praise 
Take my voice and let me sing 
Always only for my king 
Take my lips and let them be 
Filled with messages from Thee 
Filled with messages from Thee 
 
Take my love my Lord I pour 
At thy feet its treasure store 
Take myself and I will be 
Ever only all for Thee 
Ever only all for Thee 
 
Ever only all for Thee 
Ever only all for Thee 
Ever only all for Thee 
 
Take my will and make it thine 
It shall be no longer mine 
Take my heart it is Thine own 
It shall be Thy royal throne 
It shall be Thy royal throne 
It shall be Thy royal throne 
 
Take my heart it is Thine own 
It shall be Thy royal throne 
It shall be Thy royal throne 
It shall be Thy royal throne 
 

Frances Havergal | Henri Malan 
Public Domain 
Performed by www.hymncharts.com 
 
Morning Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us.  Lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us 
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from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever.  
Amen.  

 

Offering Our Lives & Gifts to God 

 

Special Music Great is Thy Faithfulness 
  Pat & Deb Griffin 

 

Prayer of Dedication 

We give you thanks, O God, for the gifts 
we have received from your good 
creation. May the gifts we offer here 
today bear the fruits of peace, love, and 
justice in our community and our world. 
May our very lives be fragrant offerings 
unto you. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

As we journey in Lent, know that God has 
called you by name to this journey, let us 
be empowered to follow in the way of 
Jesus. 

Who, though tempted, was steadfast in 
love and faithful in the way of justice.  

Go and testify to God’s faithful promises. 

God’s covenant is everlasting. 

Know that this journey will test you. 

The Lord is with us as we journey to the 
cross. 

And may God enfold you in tender and 
lasting love. 
May Christ be beside you in times of 
struggle. 

And may the Spirit guide you back to the 
path whenever you stray. 

We journey together in peace and love. 
Amen.  


