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New Life Presbyterian Church 
3rd Sunday of Epiphany 
January 24, 2021 
 
Prayer 
 

Quote of the day 

The first duty of love is to listen. 
  - Paul Tillich  

Announcements  
 
Call to Worship 

Wait patiently for the Lord. 
We wait for God’s word for us. 
Christ is calling you as disciples 
Lord Jesus, let us follow you faithfully. 
You will be led into fields of mission and 
service. 
Lord Jesus, where you lead us, we will 
go. 
Listen for Christ’s call to you. 
We are ready to serve the Lord. 
Come and see! Come let us celebrate and 
worship God! 

 
Call to Confession 

Children of God, let us love, not in word 
or speech, but in truth and action.  
And by this we will know that we are 
from the truth and will reassure our 
hearts before God whenever our hearts 
condemn us. Let us confess our sins, first 
individually in silence and then together 
as one family in Christ. Let us pray. 

 
 

Silence  
 
Prayer of Confession  

We listen to the stories of the call of the 
disciples and find them interesting but 
unrealistic. When we look at our own 
lives, we believe that we could not leave 
everything to follow someone we didn’t 
know. We have many responsibilities and 
ties which keep us from following. But 
God is persistent. God understands our 
confusion and doubts. And God 
continues to call us to be in ministry and 
mission in this world. It may not mean 
leaving everything behind, but it does 
mean being willing to serve wherever 
God calls us. That’s hard. We want to 
place conditions on service, and usually 
those conditions are "if we have time", 
"if we have energy"; " if we can just try 
serving God for a little while to see how it 
all works out". Still God calls to each of 
us. Discipleship is difficult. Forgive us, 
patient and persistent Lord, for the very 
many times we turn our backs on serving 
you and focus on our own comforts. 
Forgive us when we look the other way 
when people are in need. Forgive us our 
angry attitudes and actions which hurt 
rather than heal. Wrap your arms around 
us, healing our wounds, binding us to 
you. Gently move us into service in your 
name. Amen.  

 
Assurance of Pardon 

Do not be afraid. God is with you! That is 
good news. You do not have to go 
through life alone, wondering if anyone 
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cares about you or knows your heart. 
God knows and God loves you. Rejoice 
for thus it is, has always been, and will 
continue to be. Friends believe in the 
promise of the gospel. 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven, thanks 
be to God. 

 
Sharing the Peace of Christ Jesus 

Peace be with you 
And also with you. 

 
Hymn God is Calling through the Whisper 
 CCLI License #11314418 

God is calling through the whisper 
Of the Spirit’s deepest sighs  
Through the thrill of sudden beauties 
That can catch us by surprise 
Flash of lightning, crash of thunder 
Hush of stillness rush of wonder 
God is calling – can you hear? 
God is calling – can you hear? 
 
God is calling through the voices 
Of our neighbors’ urgent prayers 
Through their longing for redemption 
And for rescue from despair 
Place of hurt or face of needing 
Strident cry or silent pleading 
God is calling – can you hear? 
God is calling – can you hear? 
 
God is calling through the music 
Of sublime and human arts 
Through the hymns of earth and angels 
And the carols of our hearts 
Lift of joy and gift of singing 
Days and nights our praises bringing 
God is calling – and we hear! 
God is calling – and we hear! 

Scripture Jonah 3:1-5 

Next, GOD spoke to Jonah a second time: 
“Up on your feet and on your way to the 
big city of Nineveh! Preach to them. 
They’re in a bad way and I can’t ignore it 
any longer.” 

This time Jonah started off straight for 
Nineveh, obeying GOD’s orders to the 
letter. 

Nineveh was a big city, very big—it took 
three days to walk across it. 

Jonah entered the city, went one day’s 
walk and preached, “In forty days Nineveh 
will be smashed.” 

The people of Nineveh listened, and 
trusted God. They proclaimed a citywide 
fast and dressed in burlap to show their 
repentance. Everyone did it—rich and 
poor, famous and obscure, leaders and 
followers. 

 Mark 1:14-20 

After John was arrested, Jesus went to 
Galilee preaching the Message of God: 
“Time’s up! God’s kingdom is here. Change 
your life and believe the Message.” 

Passing along the beach of Lake Galilee, he 
saw Simon and his brother Andrew net-
fishing. Fishing was their regular work. Jesus 
said to them, “Come with me. I’ll make a 
new kind of fisherman out of you. I’ll show 
you how to catch men and women instead 
of perch and bass.” They didn’t ask 
questions. They dropped their nets and 
followed. 
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A dozen yards or so down the beach, he 
saw the brothers James and John, 
Zebedee’s sons. They were in the boat, 
mending their fishnets. Right off, he made 
the same offer. Immediately, they left their 
father Zebedee, the boat, and the hired 
hands, and followed. 
 
Sermon Listen, Trust, Proclaim       
      Pastor Riz 
 
Hymn O Jesus, I Have Promised 
 CCLI License #11314418 

 
O Jesus I have promised 
To serve thee to the end 
Be thou forever near me 
My Master and my friend 
I shall not fear the battle 
If thou art by my side 
Nor wander from the pathway 
If thou wilt be my guide 
 
O let me feel thee near me 
The world is ever near 
I see the sights that dazzle 
The tempting sounds I hear 
My foes are ever near me 
Around me and within 
But Jesus draw thou nearer 
And shield my soul from sin 
 
O let me hear thee speaking 
In accents clear and still 
Above the storms of passion 
The murmurs of self-will 
O speak to reassure me 
To hasten or control 
O speak and make me listen 
Thou guardian of my soul 
 

O Jesus thou hast promised 
To all who follow thee 
That where thou art in glory 
There shall thy servant be 
And Jesus I have promised 
To serve thee to the end 
O give me grace to follow 
My Master and my friend 

 
 
Morning Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us.  Lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever.  
Amen.  
 

 
Offering Our Lives & Gifts to God 
 
Offertory Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 
 Julie Lueck, Organist 
 
Prayer of Dedication 

O God, Jesus taught that where our 
treasure is, there will our hearts be also. 
In this hour, we come bringing our 
treasures, all that we have and all that 
we are. We come seeking your treasure, 
a treasure that does not fade, decay, or 
disappoint. Share with us the treasure of 
heaven, that we may boldly share it with 
others. Amen. 
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Benediction 

As the disciples walked with Christ so 
long ago, walk with Christ in your hearts 
and spirits.  
We go out to meet a changing world, 
remembering God is our rock and Christ 
our salvation.  
Follow where Christ calls you and 
proclaim the message God gives you. 
We live in readiness for the inbreaking 
of the Kingdom. 
And may God be your haven and your 
glory; May Christ Jesus give you courage 
for the mission; And may the Spirit 
embrace you in wisdom. 
We go ready to share Gods transforming 
love with all. Amen.  
 


