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New Life Presbyterian Church 
Sunday Bulletin – 11/29/2020 
First Sunday of Advent 
 
Prelude Organ Music 
 Nun Komm der Heiden Heiland BWV 599  
 Ich Ruf Zu Dir, Herr Jesu Christ BWV 639 
 Youngju Julie Lueck, Organist  
 
Prayer 
 

Quote of the day 

We have always held to the hope, the 
belief, the conviction that there is a better 
life, a better world, beyond the horizon.  
 — Franklin D. Roosevelt  

Announcements  

Lighting of the Advent Candle  
The Dickson Family  

 Leader:   The hope of our Lord be with you.  

 People:   And also with you.           

 Leader: If ever there was a year we needed 
Advent, this is the year. We hardly 
know how to describe the year we have 
lived through. We hesitate to reflect on 
all the mess around us in 2020. All we 
know is that nothing seems right, 
nothing seems like it used to be, 
nothing. We need 
Advent!                           

Leader:   In a world where so many have 
lost hope, we call upon you, Lord of 
Hope, to come. 

We light this first candle as a sign of our 
hope. Hope that you can meet us, even 

in the mess of our world. Hope that you 
still see us, though we feel we are lost 
in the rubble. 

People:  In this season of Advent, we wait 
for the coming hope into our world.  

Leader: We await the birth of the Christ-
child, the coming of God into our lives                 
in a new way. 

People:   Come, Messiah, come!  

Leader:   Let us pray.      

 
 
Call to Confession 

We know that we have sinned before God 
and others, yet we also know that if we 
confess our sin we can be restored to a 
right and just standing before God and 
others. Let us therefore confess our sins, 
first individually in silence and then 
together as one family in Christ. Let us 
pray. 

 
Silence  

Prayer of Confession  

O God, we confess our passivity, our lack 
of vigilance in discerning the possibilities 
that you open up for us to participate in 
your healing, restoring work in our world 
and in our own lives. We have succumbed 
to paralyzing fears. We have ignored and 
even resisted the prodding of your Spirit, 
nudging us out of self-absorption and 
inertia. Empower us by your Spirit to be 
attentive, discerning and ready partners in 
our cosmic restoration project. Amen. 
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Assurance of Pardon 

God’s mercy abounds. God’s grace goes 
before us, after us, through us — 
sometimes even unbeknownst to us, 
restoring us and empowering us for 
participation in God’s own work in the 
world.  

Friends believe in the promise of the 
gospel. 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven, thanks 
be to God. 

 

Sharing the Peace of Christ Jesus 

Peace be with you 

And also with you. 

 

Hymn  Prepare the Way, O Zion 

Chorus 
O blest is Christ that came 
In God's most holy name 

Verse 1 
Prepare the way O Zion 
Your Christ is drawing near 
Let every hill and valley 
A level way appear 
Greet One who comes in glory 
Foretold in sacred story 

Verse 2 
He brings God's rule O Zion 
He comes from heaven above 
His rule is peace and freedom 
And justice truth and love 
Lift high your praise resounding 
For grace and joy abounding 

Verse 3 
Fling wide your gates O Zion 
Your Savior's rule embrace 
And tidings of salvation 
Proclaim in every place 
All lands will bow before Him 
Their voices will adore Him 

CCLI Song # 1210135 
CCLI License #11314418 
Augustus Nelson | Charles P. Price | Frans 
Mikael Franzen 

Scripture 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

May all the gifts and benefits that come 
from God our Father, and the Master, Jesus 
Christ, be yours. 

Every time I think of you—and I think of you 
often!—I thank God for your lives of free 
and open access to God, given by Jesus. 
There’s no end to what has happened in 
you—it’s beyond speech, beyond 
knowledge. The evidence of Christ has been 
clearly verified in your lives. 

 Just think—you don’t need a thing, you’ve 
got it all! All God’s gifts are right in front of 
you as you wait expectantly for our Master 
Jesus to arrive on the scene for the Finale. 
And not only that, but God himself is right 
alongside to keep you steady and on track 
until things are all wrapped up by Jesus. 
God, who got you started in this spiritual 
adventure, shares with us the life of his Son 
and our Master Jesus. He will never give up 
on you. Never forget that. 
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Scripture Mark 13:24-37 

 “Following those hard times, 

Sun will fade out, 
    moon cloud over, 
Stars fall out of the sky, 
    cosmic powers tremble. 

“And then they’ll see the Son of Man enter 
in grand style, his Arrival filling the sky—no 
one will miss it! He’ll dispatch the angels; 
they will pull in the chosen from the four 
winds, from pole to pole. 

“Take a lesson from the fig tree. From the 
moment you notice its buds form, the 
merest hint of green, you know summer’s 
just around the corner. And so it is with 
you. When you see all these things, you 
know he is at the door. Don’t take this 
lightly. I’m not just saying this for some 
future generation, but for this one, too—
these things will happen. Sky and earth will 
wear out; my words won’t wear out. 

“But the exact day and hour? No one knows 
that, not even heaven’s angels, not even 
the Son. Only the Father. So keep a sharp 
lookout, for you don’t know the timetable. 
It’s like a man who takes a trip, leaving 
home and putting his servants in charge, 
each assigned a task, and commanding the 
gatekeeper to stand watch. So, stay at your 
post, watching. You have no idea when the 
homeowner is returning, whether evening, 
midnight, cockcrow, or morning. You don’t 
want him showing up unannounced, with 
you asleep on the job. I say it to you, and 
I’m saying it to all: Stay at your post. Keep 
watch.” 

 

Sermon         Hoping For A New Day        
      Pastor Riz 
 
Hymn  Great is Thy Faithfulness 
Chorus 
Great is Thy faithfulness 
Great is Thy faithfulness 
Morning by morning 
New mercies I see 
All I have needed 
Thy hand hath provided 
Great is Thy faithfulness 
Lord unto me 

Verse 1 
Great is Thy faithfulness 
O God my Father 
There is no shadow 
Of turning with Thee 
Thou changest not 
Thy compassions they fail not 
As Thou hast been 
Thou forever wilt be 

Verse 2 
Summer and winter 
And springtime and harvest 
Sun moon and stars 
In their courses above 
Join with all nature 
In manifold witness 
To Thy great faithfulness 
Mercy and love 

Verse 3 
Pardon for sin 
And a peace that endureth 
Thy own dear presence 
To cheer and to guide 
Strength for today 
And bright hope for tomorrow 
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Blessings all mine 
With ten thousand beside 

CCLI Song # 18723 
CCLI License #11314418 
Thomas Obediah Chisholm | William 
Marion Runyan 

Morning Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us.  Lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever.  
Amen.  

Offering Our Lives & Gifts to God 

Offertory O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 Julie Lueck, Organist 

 

Prayer of Dedication 

O God, we offer our gifts to you that 
they may be used to further the promise 
of hope, peace, love and justice in our 
community and in our world. Empower 
us, O God, to follow these gifts into our 
community and world so that they, and 
we, become bearers of peace, love and 
justice on the earth. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Benediction 

Wake up! Stay alert! God’s future is 
breaking into our present lives.  

We will Keep watch! The risen Christ is 
on the way! 

Go into the world, confident in God’s 
presence with you. 

 The light of the Candle of hope goes 
before us, offering light and healing to a 
cold world. 

Lift up the broken hearted, stand with 
the oppressed, and let all that you do be 
out of love. 

We go forth to make ready as we wait. 

 
And the blessings of God, the love of 
Jesus Christ, and the power of the Holy 
Spirit be with you always. 

We will be faithful in service, persistent 
in prayer; and live as Advent people of 
hope. Amen.  
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