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Our God 

Verse 1 
Water You turned into wine 
Opened the eyes of the blind 
There's no one like You 
None like You 

Verse 2 
Into the darkness You shine 
Out of the ashes we rise 
There's no one like You 
None like You 

Chorus 
Our God is greater 
Our God is stronger 
God You are higher than any other 
Our God is healer 
Awesome in power our God our God 

Bridge 
And if our God is for us 
Then who could ever stop us 
And if our God is with us 
Then what could stand against 
And if our God is for us 
Then who could ever stop us 
And if our God is with us 
Then what could stand against 
(Then) what could stand against 

CCLI Song # 5677416 
Chris Tomlin | Jesse Reeves | Jonas Myrin | Matt 
Redman 

Prayer 

 

Quote of the day 

Reformation, like education, is a journey, not a 
destination. – Mary Harris Jones   

Announcements  

Rev. Chris Steubing comes to us via Texas, Finland, 
and South Korea.  Chris is especially passionate 
about music and making disciples, leading 
congregational transformation and mission 
renewal.  In 2015, he was approved for the 
specialized ministry of mission redevelopment and 
does this important work with Christ the Servant 
Lutheran Church in Vadnais Heights. Above all, his 
first love and vocation is to serve as a husband and 
father.  Chris and his wife Amy have two children 
and a black Lab.  They live in Shoreview. 

 

Call to Worship: 

God of our ancestors made a promise, long ago; 
God’s steadfast love endures forever. 

You have showered your love upon all 
generations, 
since the beginning of time. 
From everlasting to everlasting, you are God. 

God is made known to us through Christ Jesus 
our Lord, 
God’s steadfast love endures forever. 

God, we know you are with us even in the 
darkness. 
From everlasting to everlasting, you are God. 

God continues to be revealed through the Holy 
Spirit, 
God’s steadfast love endures forever. 

Guide us now through this time of worship, and 
in the days ahead. 
From everlasting to everlasting, you are God. 

Come, let us celebrate and worship God, who 
was, and who is, and who is to come. 

 

Call to Confession 

The Lord watches over the way of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked will perish. In 
recognition that our ways have not been 
righteous and often we have gone down wicked 
paths, we turn to our merciful God to confess 
our sin and ask for God’s forgiveness. Let us 
confess our sins before God and one another, 
first in silence and then together as one family in 
Christ. Let us pray. 
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Silence  

 

Prayer of Confession  

Everlasting God, you have been our dwelling 
place in all generations. Since the creation of 
the world, you have nurtured us with your 
love. And yet we acknowledge that we do not 
always share your love with others. 

Lord, often we come to you with questions that 
are not genuine, seeking only your affirmation 
of our behavior and opinions. We assume our 
own righteousness and quickly condemn others 
in your name, forgetting that our ways are not 
your ways, our judgment not your judgment. 
We do not take time to examine our hearts and 
seek your will. We jump to conclusions and 
neglect a life of prayerful discernment. Help us, 
gracious God, to humble ourselves before you 
and listen. Give us the courage to hear your 
corrective word and act upon it in ways that 
reveal our love for our Savior, Jesus Christ, in 
whose name we pray.  Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

God, you are God forever. This alone is cause for 
celebration, but we also know that we are your 
people! As we feel your love washing over us 
now, may we love you with every part of heart, 
mind, body, and soul. We celebrate your love in 
our lives, and we ask for your help as we boldly 
share the good news of your love with others. 

Friends believe in the promise of the gospel. 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven, thanks be to 
God. 

 

*Sharing the Peace of Christ Jesus 

Peace be with you 

And also with you. 

 

Hymn – The River 

Verse 1 

I know a place where we can go 
To lay the troubles down eating your soul 
I know a place where mercy flows 
Take the stains make you whiter than snow 

Pre-Chorus 

Like a tide it is rising up deep inside 
A current that moves and makes ya come alive 
Living water that brings the dead to life 
Oh oh 

Chorus 

We're goin' down to the river 
Down to the river 
Down to the river to pray 
Let's get washed by the water 
Washed by the water 
And rise up in amazing grace 
Let's go down down down to the river 
You will leave changed 
Let's go down down down to the river 
Never the same 

Verse 2 

I've seen it move in my own life 
Took me from dusty roads into Paradise 
All of my dirt all of my shame 
Drowned in the streams that have made me 
born again 

Bridge 

Let's go down 
Oh oh oh 
(REPEAT) 
 
Ending 
Oh down 
Oh oh oh 
Gotta go gotta go gotta go down in amazing 
grace 
Let's go down down down to the river 
Gotta go gotta go gotta go down in amazing 
grace 
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Scripture  Romans 3:19-28 

This makes it clear, doesn’t it, that whatever is 
written in these Scriptures is not what God 
says about others but to us to whom these 
Scriptures were addressed in the first place! And 
it’s clear enough, isn’t it, that we’re sinners, every 
one of us, in the same sinking boat with everybody 
else? Our involvement with God’s revelation 
doesn’t put us right with God. What it does is force 
us to face our complicity in everyone else’s sin. 

But in our time something new has been added. 
What Moses and the prophets witnessed to all 
those years has happened. The God-setting-things-
right that we read about has become Jesus-setting-
things-right for us. And not only for us, but for 
everyone who believes in him. For there is no 
difference between us and them in this. Since 
we’ve compiled this long and sorry record as 
sinners (both us and them) and proved that we are 
utterly incapable of living the glorious lives God 
wills for us, God did it for us. Out of sheer 
generosity he put us in right standing with himself. 
A pure gift. He got us out of the mess we’re in and 
restored us to where he always wanted us to be. 
And he did it by means of Jesus Christ. 

God sacrificed Jesus on the altar of the world to 
clear that world of sin. Having faith in him sets us in 
the clear. God decided on this course of action in 
full view of the public—to set the world in the clear 
with himself through the sacrifice of Jesus, finally 
taking care of the sins he had so patiently endured. 
This is not only clear, but it’s now—this is current 
history! God sets things right. He also makes it 
possible for us to live in his rightness. 

So where does that leave our proud Jewish insider 
claims and counterclaims? Canceled? Yes, 
canceled. What we’ve learned is this: God does not 
respond to what we do; we respond to 
what God does. We’ve finally figured it out. Our 
lives get in step with God and all others by letting 
him set the pace, not by proudly or anxiously trying 
to run the parade. 

 

John 8:31-36 

Then Jesus turned to the Jews who had claimed to 
believe in him. “If you stick with this, living out 
what I tell you, you are my disciples for sure. Then 
you will experience for yourselves the truth, and 
the truth will free you.” 

Surprised, they said, “But we’re descendants of 
Abraham. We’ve never been slaves to anyone. How 
can you say, ‘The truth will free you’?” 

Jesus said, “I tell you most solemnly that anyone 
who chooses a life of sin is trapped in a dead-end 
life and is, in fact, a slave. A slave is a transient, 
who can’t come and go at will. The Son, though, 
has an established position, the run of the house. 
So if the Son sets you free, you are free through 
and through. 

 

Sermon   A Reformation of Reconciliation 
       Pastor Chris Steubing 

 

 

Hymn  Special Music by 
 Pastor Chris Steubing 
 

 

Morning Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 
day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 

Offering Our Lives & Gifts to God 
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Prayer of Dedication 

Lord, you have blessed the work of our hands, 
given us resources and talents to share in your 
service, entrusted us with gifts to share for the 
building up of your kingdom. We rejoice that you 
enlist us to participate in your providential care 
for all creation. We celebrate the work of your 
Spirit in us and in our world and through these 
gifts we give to you in faith and hope. Bless and 
use them in ways we may never see but can 
nonetheless trust. In Christ’s name we pray. 
Amen. 

 

Benediction 

 

 

  


