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Riz’s Reflections… 

Now, friends, I want to report on the surprising and generous ways in 

which God is working in the churches in Macedonia province. Fierce 

troubles came down on the people of those churches, pushing them to 

the very limit. The trial exposed their true colors: They were incredibly 

happy, though desperately poor. The pressure triggered something 

totally unexpected: an outpouring of pure and generous gifts. I was 

there and saw it for myself. They gave offerings of whatever they 

could—far more than they could afford!—pleading for the privilege of 

helping out in the relief of poor Christians.  II Corinthians 8:1-4 

Dear Church, 

Peace be with you. By this time the weather has started to cool, our 

youth are settling into the new rhythms of a hybrid learning system 

and the pumpkins have arrived on the church’s lawn. The season of fall 

is indeed beautiful, but that beauty seems to be marred by the 

ongoing pandemic and the economic fallout that is associated with it.  

Many are still unemployed or underemployed in the midst of a national 

housing crisis which has given rise to tent cities that have now made 

their way to the suburbs. Faced with a plethora of uncertainties, many 

of us find it hard to give of our financial resources and even of our 

time. So how is it that the parishioners of the church in Corinth were 

able to give out of their poverty? 

Our text tells us that there were harsh circumstances faced by the 

church and they were pushed to the extreme, yet they were able to live 

with joy and help others in need. It’s been said that when you are 

faced with extreme duress you will revert to what you know or what 

you are trained to do. As Christians who are called to be disciples, our 

training should shine through the darkness of scarcity and bless those 

around us in need. Scripture tells us that where your treasure is, so 

your heart will be also. This is crucial for us to understand the joy 

experienced by the Corinthian church. Their joy was in the good news 

of the resurrection of Christ and the new life that we have when we live 

into the transforming love of Christ. Even out of their lack of material 

resources, they still had something to give because they did not dwell 

on scarcity; but rather they had the mindset of abundance. 

The pandemic has touched every single one of us in various ways, but 

we all still have something to contribute. One of the most striking 

examples of this was during the great famine of 1847 in Ireland, the 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Choctaw Nation (Native American Tribe) donated $170 dollars to the famine 

relief. This was a lot of money back then and, in addition, the Choctaw, just 16 

years earlier, endured the brutal Trail of Tears that left them in poverty and 

disarray. They knew even in the midst of hardships that there were others who 

needed their help. 

We are called to love our neighbor as Christ loves us. All of us have something 

to give out of our abundance or lack thereof. As Matthew 25 tells us, even a 

cold glass of water, a visit (call) to the sick or (a letter) to those in jail is the 

same as doing it for Christ. Donate your financial resources if you can’t 

volunteer; if you don’t have finances, give of your time to staff needed 

ministries like Meals on Wheels, The Seeds of Hope community garden, 

Keystone Food Mobile, Sheridan Story, and in doing so we will let our true Christian colors shine! 

Even though we might experience this as a season of darkness, there is life to be found. 

I will leave you with the words of Christian educator Parker Palmer, “Faced with this inevitable winter, 

what does nature do in autumn? She scatters the seeds that will bring new growth in the spring—she 

scatters them with amazing abandon.” 

Scatter the seeds of the kingdom widely and with love and in doing so you will bring forth new life. 

To God be the glory! 

In Christ,  

Rev Riz 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

Riz’s Reflections... (cont’d) 

 As the COVID-19 pandemic has continued to stretch on, we are all missing seeing our church 

family!  The reopening committee has been weighing different ideas for a safe reopening over the next 

several months.   

 Prior to moving forward with a more detailed plan, the committee would like to hear from YOU – our 
members and friends – about your interest and level of comfort with returning to a hybrid online and in-
person worship service.  Please watch for a survey in the next couple of weeks.  The survey will ask for your 
feedback on topics such as using a reservation and assigned seating system to ensure that members can 
safely distance in the sanctuary and your level of comfort with attending worship in person.  We want to 

make sure we are finding the right balance between the health and safety of our 
members and the very real need for community connection over the winter 
months.   
 Thank you in advance for participating in the survey!  
 ~ Sara Drake 

 NLPC Reopening Plan Administrator 

Church Reopening Update 

Scatter the 

seeds that will 

bring new 

growth in the 

Spring… with 

amazing 

abandon! 
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 It’s that time of year again!  We need 
volunteers in the Pumpkin Patch!   
 The pumpkins are scheduled to be 
delivered and unloaded beginning 11a on 
October 3rd.  Then, as usual, we need 
people to manage the sales table throughout 
the month of October. 
 Of course, we’ve had to make a few COVID-19 accommodations.  The 
unloading will be done in smaller shifts using an end loader, and we’ll have a 
camper for people managing the sales table.  No fighting with the tent!  Sadly, 
for general safety and COVID safety, only those actually unloading pumpkins 
will be allowed at the unload.  Parents can make the call if they feel their 
child is old enough to independently handle moving the pumpkins and can 
sustain effort and interest for a full two-hour shift.  There will be no hay pit 
this year either. 

 Proceeds from the sale benefit the Navajo 
Nation of New Mexico, the NLPC Youth Group 
mission trip, and other project partners.  Please 
sign up at SignUp Genius or call/email John 
Bootier (612.715.6519 / jwbootier@gmail.com) 

Community Garden Update 

Pumpkin Patch is Coming! 

During the month of September, 2020, our 

Planting Seeds of Hope Community Garden 

was able to donate 150 pounds 

of food to Sheridan Story! 

That brings our total this season to 

650 pounds 

Thank you, gardeners & volunteers!! 

https://www.pumpkinsusa.com/
https://www.pumpkinsusa.com/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050f4aaea72fa64-pumpkin
mailto:jwbootier@gmail.com?subject=Pumpkin%20Patch
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Daring Group 

meets online 

October 10 at 2p 

 Join us at Daring 

Group as we share our 

lives and discuss how we 

can cultivate 

“stretchiness,” the ability 

to be resourceful and 

creative with what we 

already have instead of 

chasing after more.  Our 

conversation will be 

informed by Brené 

Brown’s interview of Scott 

Sonnenschein.  How do 

stretchiness and chasiness 

show up in our personal 

lives and at church?  How 

do we encourage 

stretchiness? 

 We’ll meet using the 

Zoom platform. HERE

 Contact Kate Wolfe-

Jenson to find out more.  

Kate@Jensons.com or 

651.402.5927. 

Fair Trade Market News 

The year 2020 has challenged all of us in new ways. 
Our Fair Trade Market team at New Life 
Presbyterian Church decided, after several 
conversations, to move our sale online this year. It 
was a difficult decision, because we know how 
helpful it is to see products first hand. And we all 
enjoy the festive atmosphere of an in-person sale. 
But we felt that online was the best way to handle 
the sale in order to keep you (our customers), our 
vendors, and our volunteers safe in this year of the 
pandemic.  

Vendor information is posted on our Facebook page, Fair Trade Market 2020 
at New Life Presbyterian Church.  If you do not use Facebook you can use the 
links below to access various vendors.  Additionally we have a link to 
information about how to order food products (Red Lake, Equal Exchange, 
and Dean’s Beans) and fabric gift bags.   

www.globalmamas.org   The Global Mamas community is comprised of 
thousands of people from around the world working together with the 
mission of creating prosperity for African women and their families. Use 
discount code NEWLIFEFRIEND which gives you 20% off all items, including 
sale items. Free shipping on orders over $50! 

www.elevatingtheglobe.org/by-product   The goal of Elevāt is to empower 
women to support themselves and their families out of dangerous situations. 

www.hdifusashop.com/   Fair Trade products from Armenia.  HDIF works to 
initiate, facilitate, and nurture sustainable economic opportunities in rural 
villages, towns, and cities throughout Armenia as well as vulnerable groups. 
Beth from HDIF-USA has generously offered a discount on purchases from 
now until December 31, 2020. Use the discount code LIVELIFEFAIR15 at 
checkout to get a 15% discount on your purchases. 

For food products and fabric gift bags, use this link:  Ordering Instructions 

We appreciate your support.  Please contact Mary Barraclough if you have 
any questions:  marybarraclough@msn.com or 651-592-8340.   

Volunteers Needed! 

A few volunteers are needed around the 
church to: 

1. Sweep the gutters in the parking lot 

2. Trim hedges on South side of building 

Contact Maryfran or Deb to sign up! 

https://brenebrown.com/podcast/brene-with-scott-sonenshein-on-stretching-and-chasing/
https://brenebrown.com/podcast/brene-with-scott-sonenshein-on-stretching-and-chasing/
https://brenebrown.com/podcast/brene-with-scott-sonenshein-on-stretching-and-chasing/
https://zoom.us/j/96998647924?pwd=OXNLMGEyRERjRWxDUGRycGtUa0RwQT09
mailto:Kate@Jensons.com
http://www.globalmamas.org
http://www.elevatingtheglobe.org/by-product
http://www.hdifusashop.com/
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:5fe80dda-5e81-432c-9de2-8d7ba155a4ec
mailto:marybarraclough@msn.com
mailto:maryfranc@newlifechurchroseville.org?subject=Volunteer
mailto:deb@newlifechurchroseville.org?subject=Volunteer
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Partnership 

between 

Sheridan Story 

and New Life 

New Life Church 

currently has a 

community garden 

with 30 plots.  Two 

of these plots are 

used to provide 

food to the local 

food shelf.  Two 

other plots are 

pollinator gardens.  

The rest are rented 

to church members, 

immigrants, and 

refugees.  We have 

decided this 

summer to increase 

our garden by 450 

sq. ft. to include a 

plot dedicated to 

The Sheridan Story 

and provide more 

fresh food to the 

community. 

Thanks goes to 

Nancy Marchetto, 

Bill Pederson, Jym 

Hubbell, Roy Wilson, 

and many others 

who have put loads 

of effort into this 

success! 

Youth Group Joint Kick-Off 

 This year our youth group will Dare to Live into Jesus’ Transforming Love 
as we try out a combined hybrid youth group model. 

 Trinity Presbyterian, North Church, and New Life will join together to 
fellowship, learn, and laugh once a week starting with our kick-off at Trinity 
Pres on October 4th from 4:30p—6:30p. 

 Each week after our kick-off, we will meet virtually 
from 5p—6p and get together once a month in person 
while observing safe practices.  This will be a new 
adventure for all of us as we journey together.  We 
believe that we are stronger together, and together we 
are the body of Christ. 

Adult Education Begins 

 On Sunday, September 27th, participants in Adult Education watched 

a webinar from The Presbyterian Outlook and author Kerry Connelly.  Kelly 

is the author of Good White Racist? Confronting Your Role in Racial 

Injustice.  Her webinar, Holy Imagination + Race: How The Church Can Be a 

Healing Force in America’s Racial Divide, serves as an introduction to her 

book and a jumping-off point for discussions on these themes. 

 In case you missed the 90-minute webinar on 9/27 but would like to 

participate in the upcoming discussions (the next couple of weeks during 

Adult Ed), you can watch the webinar here.  We will be joined in our 

discussions by North Church and Trinity Presbyterian. 

 Adult Ed will be meeting every Sunday at 11:15a via 

Zoom.  The Zoom link will be given in the Sunday 

morning E-notes.  Or you can contact Mike Harabayashi at 

952.270.0728 or ofdragonandman@yahoo.com. 

For our Adult Ed 
program, we research 
and discuss a wide range 
of topics that we find 
relevant to current 
events, our community, 
and our spiritual 
journeys.  We often have 
guest speakers who talk 
about the issues and 
present opportunities for 
engagement. We meet 
virtually every Sunday at 
11:15 via Zoom. 

https://pres-outlook.org/2020/09/webinar-replay-holy-imagination-race-how-the-church-can-be-a-healing-force-in-americas-racial-divide/
mailto:ofdragonandman@yahoo.com?subject=Adult%20Ed
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A correct response comes in a  
distant second to a loving response. 

~ Author Unknown ~ 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

11a Reopening 
Team Mtg 

1p Sunday 
Worship Prep 

5p Celebration & 
Worship  

2 
  

3 
11a THE 

PUMPKINS 
ARE HERE!  

  

        

4 
10a Worship 
10:30a Kenyan church 
11:15a Adult Ed (Z) 
11:15a Fellowship (Z) 
5p Youth Group Kick-off 
5p Firing Line AA 
 
  

5 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

6 

 9:45a TOPS 
11:30 Staff 

Meeting (Z) 

7 
  

8 
  

 

1p Sunday 
Worship Prep  

 
5p Building & 

Grounds  

9 
  

10 

 2p Daring Group 

(Z)  

11 
10a Worship 
10:30a Kenyan church 
11:15a Adult Ed (Z) 
11:15a Fellowship (Z) 
5p Youth Group  
5p Firing Line AA 
 
  

12 

COLUMBUS 
DAY 

INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLE’S 
DAY  

 
 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

13 

 9:45a TOPS 
11:30 Staff 

Meeting (Z) 
1p Former 

Dementia 
Caregivers (Z) 

6:30p Faith 
Formation 

7p Care 
Coordinators (Z) 

14 

 9a Men’s 
Breakfast 

15 

NEW LIFE 
NEWS 
ARTICLES DUE 

11a Reopening 
Team Mtg 

1p Sunday 
Worship Prep 

 

16 
  

17 
  

18 
10a Worship 
10:30a Kenyan church 
11:15a Adult Ed (Z) 
11:15a Fellowship (Z) 
5p Youth Group  
5p Firing Line AA 
 
  

19 

 OFFICE 
CLOSED 

20 

 9:45a TOPS 
11:30 Staff 

Meeting (Z) 
6:30p Personnel 
 

21 

10:45a Meal on 
Wheels 

1p Keystone 
Food Mobile 

22 
  

 

 

1p Sunday 
Worship Prep  

 

 

23 
  

24 
  

25 
10a Worship 
10:30a Kenyan church 
11:15a Adult Ed (Z) 
11:15a Fellowship (Z) 
5p Youth Group 
5p Firing Line AA 
 
  

26 

 OFFICE 
CLOSED 

27 

 9:45a TOPS 
1p Former 

Dementia 
Caregivers (Z) 

6:30p Session (Z) 

28 

 9a Men’s 
Breakfast 

29 
  

11a Reopening 
Team Mtg 

 

 

1p Sunday 
Worship Prep  

30 
  

31 
  

P 
U 
M 
P 
K 
I 
N 
 

P 
A 
T 
C 
H 

P U M P K I N  P A T C H  
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2nd — Gregory McCarthy 

6th — Willis Cook, Maria Schultz 

8th — Daniel Onyango 

9th — Earl Hoekman, Jo Ann 

White 

10th— Micah Hubbell, Syd Jensen 

11th— Alesia Biro 

12th— Doris Bandel, Patty Gould, 

Wendy Griffin 

13th— Jeanette Wilson 

14th— Marjory Johns 

15th— Carol Sulzdorf 

17th— Elianna Buckley 

18th— Jerry Peterson 

19th— Bill Hane 

20th— Andre Lewis 

21st— Nancy Cook 

23rd— Pamela Wanjala 

24th—Gerald Buhaug, Aiden Pohl 

25th—Damien Jones 

26th—Lois Jenkin 

28th—Mari Hirabayashi 

October Birthdays 

If your October birthday is missing from this list, our apologies.  Please let Deb in the church office know so 
we can include you next time.  (deb@newlifechurchroseville.org) 

Ministers: New Life Congregation 
Minister of Word & Sacrament: 
  Riz Prakasim, ext 211 (Sabbath Mondays) 
  riz@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Church Administrator: 
  Maryfran Moen, ext 220 
  maryfranc@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Director of Music Ministry: 
  Julie Lueck, ext 217 
  juliel@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Administrative Assistant: 
  Deb Griffin, ext 210 
  deb@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Preschool Director: 
  Sher Noot, ext 219 
  director@northcomopreschool.org 
Communications Collaborator: 
  Pam Schoon 
 communications@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Custodian: Tori Golder 
  tori@newlifechurchroseville.org 

Buildings & Grounds: Cynthia Reimers-
Erickson 

Celebration & Worship:  Cindy Ward-
Thompson 

Church & Society:  Mari Hirabayashi 

Community Garden:   Pete Marchetto 

Congregational Care:  Joanne Kallstrom 

Faith Formation:  Anice Lucas 

Finance:  John Kachel 

Membership & Growth:  A.D. Dickson 

Nominating:  John Bootier 

Personnel:  Larry Lane 

Stewardship:  Deb Griffin 

I.T.:  Larry Lane 

Other October Holidays 

1st—International Coffee Day, 
National Black Dog Day 

2nd—International Day of Non-
Violence, World Smile Day 

4th—National Taco Day 

5th— World Teachers’ Day 

10th— World Mental Health Day 

13th— Navy Birthday 

15th— Global Handwashing Day 

16th— National Boss’s Day, World 
Food Day 

18th— National Chocolate 
Cupcake Day, National No 
Beard Day 

21st— National Reptile Day 

25th— National I Care About You 
Day, National Art Day 

26th— National Pumpkin Day, 
National American Beer 
Day 

28th— National First Responders 
Day, National Immigrants 
Day 

31st — Halloween 

mailto:deb@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:riz@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:maryfranc@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:juliel@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:deb@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:director@northcomopreschool.org
mailto:communications@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:tori@newlifechurchroseville.org

