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Riz’s Reflections… 

“Don’t pick on people, jump on their failures, criticize their faults—unless, 

of course, you want the same treatment. Don’t condemn those who are 

down; that hardness can boomerang. Be easy on people; you’ll find life a lot 

easier. Give away your life; you’ll find life given back, but not merely given 

back—given back with bonus and blessing. Giving, not getting, is the way. 

Generosity begets generosity.”  – Luke 6:37-38 The Message  

Dear Church, 

Peace be with you. As we move into another season of the year, the 

protracted pandemic continues to be a costly thorn in our collective 

sides. In this time of heightened stress and unpredictability, the call to 

joyfully give of ourselves and our resources remains before us. There is 

an old adage that says charity begins at home, meaning that we are to 

practice generosity at home with those closest to us. I do not disagree 

with this adage, but I truly believe that it first starts with being 

generous to ourselves. 

Recently I was on a panel with some local experts in their fields 

addressing the issues that plague us and a law enforcement official on 

the panel suggested that the problem of violence in communities 

begins with the issue of self-love and a lack thereof. This statement 

rings true, as many times I have preached that in order to effectively 

help others we must first help ourselves. It’s like when you are told on a 

flight that if the oxygen delivery system fails, oxygenated masks will 

drop down and you are to apply them to yourself first, then help others. 

What happens when we apply this line of thinking to the scripture from 

Luke? It means that before we apply this practice of care to others, we 

should first practice self-care. Not criticizing yourself over failures, 

faults; be easy on yourself, especially in uneasiness we find ourselves in. 

Give yourself space to grieve what we have lost and to come to grips 

with where we are now. Then extend that generosity to others around 

you who may express their frustration and hurt in a range of behaviors. 

When we are intentional about understanding one another, we can turn 

our emotions into positive actions that support each other and build 

community. Hurt people hurt people; when you are shown grace you 

are more likely to extend that grace to others. As our scripture informs 

us, generosity begets generosity. It also tells us that in giving we 

(Continued on page 2) 
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receive, but there is also just a time to receive. Receive the gift of a 

community that is able to care for you when you are in need. There is 

nothing shameful about receiving help.  It is unfortunate that we 

sometimes feel like we can’t ask for help because there are others in 

need. Jesus told us that we will always have the poor with us, but to 

receive the gift of resources from a loving community can be the gift that 

lifts us up until we can place our feet on higher ground.  

As we continue to worship and uplift one another as the children of God, 

I pray that you will know the grace of God that allows us to joyfully give 

of ourselves and our resources, and it is that same grace that covers us in 

our needs as we receive from the beloved community. In the words from 

the prayer of St. Francis, it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning 

that we are pardoned and it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life.  

In Christ, 

Rev Riz 

(Continued from page 1) 

Riz’s Reflections... (cont’d) 

Meet our new Ruling Elders! 

Larry Lane 

“This is my second tour on Session.  I’m a Christian first and Presbyterian 

second. 

I work for the Habitat for Humanity ReStore in New Brighton. 

I enjoy seeing my four grandchildren and traveling with my wife in our RV when 

I’m not fishing.” 

Joanne Kallstrom 

“I was raised in Minnesota but lived 18 years in San Jose, California.  I’ve never 

married and have no kids.  I worked 45 years as an RN before I retired.  My 

main area in nursing was taking care of compromised newborns and helping 

parents navigate the uncertainty in their lives.  Since retirement, I’ve done a 

little traveling (before COVID, of course).  My family has a cabin outside 

McGregor where we spend enjoyable summer days.” 

(continued on page 3) 
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 We can still do a school supply drive during a pandemic!  On Sunday, September 6th, Mari Hirabayashi 

will be outside at the church collecting any items you might want to drop off.  This year, supplies are being 

raised for Early Childhood Special Education of the Saint Paul Public Schools for preschool 

age children to use during distance learning. 

 Supplies can be dropped at the church from noon until 2:00p. 

HIGH PRIORITY ITEMS: 

  Playdoh   *    Glue Sticks   *   Water color paints   *   Shaving Cream 

 

OTHER NEEDED ITEMS: 

  Crayons   *   Washable markers   *   Magnetic letters & numbers 

  White board markers   *   Blunt tip scissors   *   Jumbo craft sticks 

  Bubbles (4 oz. or smaller)    *   Band aids    *   Sidewalk Chalk 

Community Garden Update 

Learning Kit Supplies Drive 

During the month of August, 2020, our 

Planting Seeds of Hope Community Garden 

was able to donate  

2 2 0 pounds 

of food to Sheridan Story! 

Thank you, gardeners!! 

Meet our Ruling Elders (cont’d) 

Anice Lucas 

I am 17 years old, going into my senior year, and I attend Roseville Area 

High School.  I have been a part of this church since I was very young, and I 

am grateful to be given the chance to give back.  I love to read, write, and 

draw.  I also enjoy playing my instrument, the baritone saxophone, in my 

school bands, and I enjoy singing.  I’m very excited for this opportunity and 

I can’t wait to help be a part of bringing a youth voice to the church! 

(continued from page 2) 
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online September 5 

at 2p 

 Laughter creates 

connection. At this 

month’s Daring Group, 

we’ll share our lives and 

discuss humor and grief 

assisted by Brené Brown’s 

conversation with Judd 

Apatow. [Brené also 

recommends the Hope 

through History podcast, 

a series about trying 

times in American history 

and how we came 

through them.] How does 

your faith help you 

cultivate hope and 

laughter amidst 

challenge? We’ll meet 

using the Zoom platform. 

 Contact Kate Wolfe-

Jenson to find out more.  

Kate@Jensons.com or 

651.402.5927. 

The Session of New Life has scheduled a second Parking Lot Worship Service 

and Congregational Meeting on Sunday, September 20th.  

What will happen in worship that morning? 

Not only will we have our normal worship service, but we will also be ordaining 

and installing our new elders: Anice Lucas, Joanne Kallstrom, and Larry Lane.  

At this time, it is our hope that we will also officially welcome several new members into our church family.  

More details on that to follow. 

Why do we need another Congregational Meeting? 

Each year the congregation must approve the pastor’s Terms of Call for the following calendar year.  This is 

usually done at a Congregational Meeting on the first Sunday in November.  However, the chances of 

having a meeting and potluck that Sunday are very unlikely due to the COVID-19.  So we thought we should 

get this done in a Parking Lot meeting before the weather gets too cold to be sitting in our cars!  Annual 

Reports will still be due October 1st and distributed mid-October. 

When will we see the Terms of Call? 

The Terms of Call will be sent to most via email prior to that Sunday.  For those we mail to, a copy will be 

sent along with the E-notes in advance of that Sunday.  If you want a paper copy and you don’t receive the 

E-notes in the mail each week, call Deb in the church office (651.488.5581). 

Will there be absentee voting again?  Yes. 

Congregational Meeting—in cars! Again! 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

 The New Life Church Community of 

Giving Red Cross Blood Drive was a 

success!  Twenty-three units of blood 

were collected, which translates to 69 

lives positively impacted.  Thank you to 

those members and friends who came 

in to donate.  The Red Cross extends 

their gratitude. ~ Fae Wilson 

NLPC Blood Drive Coordinator 

New Blood Drive Host Needed for 2021 

 A huge thank you goes out to Fae Wilson for hosting our church blood 

drive the past two years! 

 Of course, the Red Cross is already asking if we’ll plan another for 2021.  Is 

there anyone out there who has a passion for Red Cross Blood Drives who 

would volunteer to say “yes!” to managing a 2021 drive?  If you’re interested 

or have questions, contact Deb in the church office. 

deb@newlifechurchroseville.org/ 651.488.5581 x210 

https://brenebrown.com/podcast/brene-with-judd-apatow-on-vulnerability-and-laughter/
https://brenebrown.com/podcast/brene-with-judd-apatow-on-vulnerability-and-laughter/
https://brenebrown.com/podcast/brene-with-judd-apatow-on-vulnerability-and-laughter/
https://shows.cadence13.com/podcast/hope-through-history
https://shows.cadence13.com/podcast/hope-through-history
mailto:Kate@Jensons.com
mailto:deb@newlifechurchroseville.org?subject=Red%20Cross%20Blood%20Drive
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has provided 

5,964,617 

meals to hungry 

children and 

families in our 

community. 

With help from the 

community, they 

have responded to 

the skyrocketing 

food needs caused 

by COVID-19 and 

helped ensure 

children have 

access to 

nourishing meals. 

Over 

2,100,000 

meals provided 

since  

March 13th! 

(WE are a part of 

this great success 

story!) 

North Como Preschool Update 

Volunteers Needed! 

A few volunteers are 

needed around the church 

to: 

1. Adopt a Flower Bed 

2. Sweep the gutters in 

the parking lot 

Contact Maryfran or Deb to 

sign up! 

Hello New Life Presbyterian Families~ 

So it's almost fall and school is starting whether you are ready or not.  On your 
mark, get set ... oh my. 

Now what?  You made it through the spring and summer, and you may feel 
that you have found your groove, or more likely, you may be feeling 
exhausted and lost on what to do with your kiddos this fall. 

We understand many of you are keeping your kiddos home, but that doesn't 
mean that you have to do it alone.  As you know, our NCP teacher team is 
amazing and once we put our heads together, I'm pretty sure that we can 
move mountains, or at least help you out with some awesome assistance with 
your little humans. 

NCP is now offering a monthly subscription to our "Little Bag of Learning.”  
Each month you will receive a learning bag with art projects, book and 
activity suggestions for you and your child to do. You provide the child and 
the markers, glue, etc.  We provide the projects, fun, ideas and instructions.  
Each bag will mirror the themes of the in-person preschool or pre-k learning 
that we are doing this year.  The Little Learning Bags will be set up for either 
preschool or pre-k. You are welcome to sign up for more than one 
subscription for your various ages. 

The bags will also have "special events" items such as celebrating birthdays 
with a crown, and stickers. 

Bags will be available for no contact pickup at the preschool entrance. 

Subscriptions cost $50 monthly or $400 if you sign up for the entire year (9 
months - this is a $50 savings). 

Please email me if you are interested in subscribing to NCP's "Little Bag of 
Learning", and I will get you the subscription form.  Also, if you have friends 
who may be interested - please share this with them!  Deadline for sign up is 
September 7th. ~ Sher Noot 

 director@northcomopreschool.org 

 

Face Shield Ministry Update 

 To date we have made about 800 face shields and have distributed 
most all of them.  Some of the recipients are Bethesda Hospital, Fairview 
Ridges, Johanna Shores, Good Samaritan, Roseville FD, and several others.  
If you know of a need, please contact Nancy Marchetto, 201.663.3105. 

 We have had to return the 3D printers to the university.  
We still have use of a couple, and plan to expand that 
capability.  Production has slowed down but we are ready 
to ramp up for the fall.  My best hope would be that it 
won’t be necessary, but that’s not what the experts are 
saying. ~ Nancy Marchetto 

mailto:maryfranc@newlifechurchroseville.org?subject=Volunteer
mailto:deb@newlifechurchroseville.org?subject=Volunteer
mailto:director@northcomopreschool.org
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
9:45a TOPS 
11:30a Staff 

Meeting 
  

2 
  

3 

11a Reopening 
Team  

1p Sunday 
Worship Prep  

6p Adult Ed 
Planning 

4 
  

5 

2p Daring Group 

6 

10a Worship  
10:30a Kenyan Church 
11a Fellowship (Z) 
5p Firing Line AA 

7 

 OFFICE 
CLOSED 

8 

 9:45a TOPS 
11:30a Staff 

Meeting 
1p Former 

Dementia 
Caregivers 

6:30p Faith 
Formation 

9 

9a Men’s 

Breakfast  

10:45a Meals on 

Wheels 

10 

1p Sunday 
Worship Prep  

 

7p Building & 
Grounds 

 

11 
  

12 
  

13 GRANDPARENTS 
DAY 

10a Worship  
10:30a Kenyan Church  
11a Fellowship  
5p Firing Line AA 

14 

 OFFICE 
CLOSED 

15 NEW LIFE 
NEWS 
ARTICLES 
DUE 

 

 9:45a TOPS 
11:30a Staff 

Meeting 
6:30p Personnel 

16 
  

17 

11a Reopening 
Team  

1p Sunday 
Worship Prep  

 
 

18 
  

19 
  

20 

10a Parking Lot 
Worship  

10:30a Kenyan Church  
11a Congregational 

Meeting 
11:15a Fellowship 
5p Firing Line AA 

21 

 OFFICE 
CLOSED 

22 FIRST DAY 
OF FALL 

 9:45a TOPS 
1p Former 

Dementia 
Caregivers 

6:30p Session 

23 

9a Men’s 

Breakfast  

24 

1p Sunday 
Worship Prep  

 

25 
  

26 
  

27 

10a Worship  
10:30a Kenyan Church 
11a Fellowship  
5p Firing Line AA 

28 

 OFFICE 
CLOSED 

29 

 9:45a TOPS 
11:30a Staff 

Meeting 

30 

10:45a Meals on 

Wheels 

  

  As you can see, we’re staying pretty busy, even though our building is mainly closed!  Thanks to the hard work 
of our Reopening Team, we’re now able to bring the Sunday night AA group back into the building (in limited 
numbers), along with the TOPS group.  There are strict guidelines they must follow for their groups, but they’re 
happy to be back in person. 
 We are still generally closed for worship, trying to keep a maximum of 10 people in the Sanctuary at a time, 
socially distanced.  Groups of 10 or fewer are permitted in the Heritage Room after reserving the space and 
working through the requirements with Maryfran or Deb.  And please, give as you can to continue supporting our 
fellowship of believers! 
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1st— Jason Bahnemann 

2nd— Estralita Abongmbu, Luke 

Heikkila, Joanne Kallstrom, 

Fred Meyer 

3rd— Kathy Buhaug 

4th— Barb Nelson 

5th— Kyle Lee 

6th— Frances Williams 

7th— Emma Kerns, Fae Wilson 

8th— Warren Wolfe 

9th— Alexis Jenson, Corwin 

Thompson 

10th— Dan Link 

11th— Dean Brandsness, Daniel 

McBride, Olivia Thomas 

12th— Erika Maghakian 

14th— Suzanne McCarthy, Steven 

Smith 

16th— Ann Green, Tina Zoerb 

18th— Sue Gabel 

19th— Johnbosco Oyoo 

20th— Dawn Miller 

21st— Susan Kachel 

24th— Mary Kaul 

25th— Ruth Day 

26th— Barbara Conklin, Freddie 

Link 

27th— Betsy Cook, Brayden 

Farrell, Janet Schneider 

28th— Bailey Hinds 

30th— George Williams 

September Birthdays 

If your September birthday is missing from this list, our apologies.  Please let Deb in the church office know 
so we can include you next time.  (deb@newlifechurchroseville.org) 

Ministers: New Life Congregation 
Minister of Word & Sacrament: 
  Riz Prakasim, ext 211 (Sabbath Mondays) 
  riz@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Church Administrator: 
  Maryfran Moen, ext 220 
  maryfranc@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Director of Music Ministry: 
  Julie Lueck, ext 217 
  juliel@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Administrative Assistant: 
  Deb Griffin, ext 210 
  deb@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Preschool Director: 
  Sher Noot, ext 219 
  director@northcomopreschool.org 
Communications Collaborator: 
  Pam Schoon 
 communications@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Custodian: Tori Golder 
  tori@newlifechurchroseville.org 

Buildings & Grounds: TBD 

Celebration & Worship:  TBD 

Church & Society:  TBD 

Community Garden:   TBD 

Congregational Care:  TBD 

Faith Formation:  TBD 

Finance:  TBD 

Stewardship:  TBD 

Membership & Growth:  TBD 

Personnel:  TBD 

Nominating:  John Bootier 

 

 

Other September Holidays 

1st— American Chess Day 

2nd— VJ Day, World Coconut Day 

4th— National Lazy Mom’s Day 

6th— National Read a Book Day 

7th— Labor Day, National Beer 
Lovers Day 

10th— World Suicide Prevention 
Day 

13th— Grandparents Day 

16th— National Guacamole Day 

20th— Wife Appreciation Day 

21st — International Day of Peace 

22nd— Fall Equinox 

29th— National Coffee Day 

mailto:deb@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:riz@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:maryfranc@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:juliel@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:deb@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:director@northcomopreschool.org
mailto:communications@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:tori@newlifechurchroseville.org

