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Riz’s Reflections…
“I can’t stand your religious meetings. I’m fed up with your conferences and
conventions. I want nothing to do with your religion projects, your
pretentious slogans and goals. Do you know what I want? I want justice—
oceans of it. I want fairness—rivers of it. That’s what I want. That’s all I
want.
– Amos 5:21-24 Inside This Issue…
Riz’s Reflections ........ 1
Dear Church,
In the wake of the murder of George Floyd, our city, the nation
and the world is in upheaval. The world had not yet recovered
from the COVID pandemic, but the pandemic of racism and
brutality has upstaged a once-in-a-lifetime virus that has
dominated the headlines.
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I felt uneasy as I saw the National Guard with their hardware
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lining the streets and weapons strapped to them.
The group of clergy, led by black clergy, marched to a boarded
-up Target for speeches and prayers. But before it started, a
National Guard helicopter hovered overhead, so low we could
see the crew inside and that reminded us that we are in a state
of emergency.
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As I stood next to St Paul Fire Chief Butch Inks and we bowed
our heads in prayer, I reflected on the unrest. Chief Inks and
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crew had worked tirelessly to make sure our city did not burn
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down, and additional lives lost. But what about those who had
set those fires
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in protest, in
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Riz’s Reflections... (cont’d)
(Continued from page 1)

wanted to get the attention of Moses in Exodus, God placed a burning bush before him.
We are told that the bush was burning but not consumed. Those who lit the city ablaze
were consumed by anger, outrage, and understandable frustration as those living in a
society where their lives don’t seem to matter. When we are consumed by our anger, we
act out of anger and do things we would not normally do. Those actions cannot be
retracted, and too often innocent people are caught in the crossfire. An already struggling
community in South Minneapolis has been pushed to the brink of food insecurity,
healthcare insecurity, and housing insecurity.

Will you be a
part of that
change, or a
stumbling
block to the
liberation of all
God’s people?

For those who seemingly have not been affected or feel like they
can go on with business as usual, I offer you the burning bush
example to consider. We should be on fire for justice for those
who have suffered too long, and burn down systems of divisions
and inequality. Paul tells us that, “If one member suffers, all suffer
together with it.” (First Corinthians 12:26) If we do not feel that
empathy for our black neighbors, we should ask why that
righteous fire for our brothers and sisters of the kingdom of
heaven is not also burning within us. Perhaps we have become
too distant and apathetic to the suffering in this world and we
need to lean into the cleansing fire of the Lord to purge the toxic
sin that has divided us for generations.

The fire of the Lord that was in that burning bush comforts the disturbed who cry out for
a future of justice and abundant life. That same fire disturbs us when property, that is
often valued more than God’s people, is destroyed in order to get our attention so we
might hear the voice of the Lord more clearly.
As we celebrate July 4th, Independence Day, do not forget that there are many who are still
striving to be treated as first class citizens and truly enjoy life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness, which the Declaration of Independence says have been given to all humans by
their Creator, and which governments are created to protect.
May the Holy Spirit set our hearts ablaze so that we might be agents of God’s justice and
change.
We cannot go back to normal, normal wasn’t working for so many of us.
Will you be a part of that change or a stumbling block to the liberation of all God’s people?
It’s been a long, long, time coming, but I know that change is gonna come.
With Hope,
Rev Riz
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New books in our church library
“How to Be an Antiracist” by Ibram X. Kendi
As more US citizens become aware of the term “antiracist,” they
can probably credit history professor Kendi. “There is no
neutrality in the racism struggle,” he says.
“So You Want to Talk About Race” by Ijeoma Oluo
Oluo’s straightforward primer on questions about race
helps people talk about the subject with more “confidence
and care,” she says.
“White Fragility” by Robin DiAngelo
No. 1 on Amazon has been a book explaining to white readers
how and why they aren’t as awake as they think. Confronted with
discussions of racism, whites often respond with “behaviors such
as argumentation, silence, and withdrawal from the stressinducing situation,” writes the author. But what else does it say
about the country that amid dozens of books about race by black
authors, one of the bestselling titles is written by a white woman?
“The Color of Law” by Richard Rothstein
This book gives hard data on the history of governmentsanctioned segregation across the United States.

“Stamped From the Beginning” by Ibram X Kendi
The author presents a history of racist ideas in the United States.
Published in 2016, it won the National Book Award in nonfiction.

“Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the
Cafeteria?” by Beverly Tatum
The author drew attention when she published this book way
back in 1997. Twenty years later she updated it, saying the
kids were still sitting together and addressing ongoing problems
and new activism after the Ferguson protests and others.
“Stamped: Racism, Antiracism and You”
by Jason Reynolds and Ibram X Kendi
This new young adult book was inspired by Kendi’s history
“Stamped From the Beginning.”
As we take our journey through these difficult times, a lot of us are trying to understand our history of
systemic racism. Some of our questions need answers. Some of our perspectives need to be reevaluated.
To this end we have had several books on the topic of racism donated to our church library. They are
available to sign out now. Look for the list on our website (newlifechurchroseville.org), and keep checking for
new titles as our library on this topic grows. We need to be part of the solution!
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Daring Group meets New Life News
online July 4 at 2p
“To grow up in
America,” says Ibram X.
Kendi, “is to have a
constant stream of racist
ideas falling on your
head and you have no
umbrella and you don’t
even know you’re wet.”
Kendi, author of How to
be an Antiracist spoke
with Brené Brown in a
recent podcast. Isaiah
says, of the kingdom of
God, “Then justice will
dwell in the wilderness
and righteousness abide
in the fruitful
field.” (32:16) How can
we be more actively
antiracist and work for
justice in today’s world?
We’ll meet using the
Zoom platform.
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Preschool News
North Como Preschool may be closed for the summer, but we are still
thinking of our families and kiddos. We are hard at work making
preparations to reopen this fall (hopefully). If you need to reach Sher
Noot, Director, or any of the NCP teachers,
please email at
director@northcomopreschool.org.

Wash hands and stay safe!
Sher, Heidi, Charly, Stephanie, and
Sandy

PPE Update

Contact Kate WolfeJenson to find out more.
Kate@Jensons.com or
651.402.5927.

One Hundred
Eighty-Six
(186) brims
are ready for
assembly by
NLPC
volunteers.
THANKS to
everyone who
participated!
New Library Book Set-up in
Atrium

Operating Fund through May of
Fiscal 2019-20
Year-to-date income exceeds expense by about
$20,000 — that’s much better than we had
projected for May year-to-date. Part of this is
attributable to some scheduled disbursements not
being made yet, but contributions continue to be
meeting goals and several committees’ expenses
are below budget — especially Personnel. It is
encouraging that contributions are not “staying at
home” with their donors! Thank you all for your
faithful support during these difficult times.
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Seeds of Hope Community Garden Expansion!
Just in case you haven’t had a chance to see it, there is a new garden plot alongside
our fenced community garden. This year there was a greater-than-usual request for garden
plots, due, in part, to people realizing that fresh vegetables will be harder to get as a result
of the COVID-19 pandemic. As we, too, realized that food insecurity was greater than ever,
we acted in order to further help our community.
We would like to thank all
who helped to make it happen:
the church for making the plot
available for a garden, the
volunteers who worked tirelessly to
prepare it, and the folks at
Sheridan Story who donated
starter plants and seeds. We are
very happy to be partnering with
The Sheridan Story’s summer
program, which will distribute all
produce we grow in this plot to
families in need. Thanks to all!
We are fortunate to have an
automated drip water system
which can be controlled by an
iPhone. This is a very efficient way to water — you can set the time of day and how much
water saturation you want. Thanks to Peter Marchetto (the younger) for the installation.
If you would like to help with
this ministry, contact Peter
Marchetto (the younger) at
petmar@gmail.com. We know we
will need help with weeding.
As a side note, we’re going
strong on PPE. If you know of a
nursing home facility that is in
need of face shields, please
forward their contact info to Pete
Marchetto (above). We want to
make sure we take care of the
needs of our local community.
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Seeds of Hope Community Garden History
From the very beginning (2010), our
community garden has dedicated the harvest
from two garden plots to local food shelves.
Initially a variety of vegetables were planted,
but over the years we learned that the food
shelves preferred root vegetables (beets,
carrots, onions) with a relatively long shelf life.
Local deer took a liking to the carrots and
beets, so for a few years we planted only
onions! Thanks to the wonderful deer fence
installed in 2019, we are back to a variety of
vegetables: beets, carrots, onions, pole
beans, bush beans, and summer squash. The
produce has been donated to Keystone
Community Services in past years, but could
be donated to other food shelves as well.
Jym Hubbell and Michael Wilson
have volunteered significant time to the
food shelf plots since the early years. Other
community gardeners, including many who
are not NLPC members, have helped out
and sometimes donated some of their own
plots’ harvest to food shelves. This year, the
food shelf plots are looking better than they
ever have, thanks to two new green thumb
gardeners, Bob Bystrom and Roy Wilson.
Want to help out? The food shelf
volunteers do all of the following: soil prep
early spring, procuring seeds, planting,
weeding, fertilizing, weeding, thinning,
weeding, harvesting, delivering to food
shelves, and season-end cleanup. This year
we’ve added an additional food shelf plot
(see page 5), so more volunteers are
certainly welcome. Contact garden
coordinator Nancy at
trimarc07607@gmail.com or Bill Pederson
at pede0055@umn.edu to join the food
shelf team.
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July 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

Thu

2

Fri

Sat

3
4
OFFICE
CLOSED—
Independence
Day
2p Daring Group

5
6
10a Worship
OFFICE
(FZYT)
CLOSED
10:30a Kenyan
Church (F)
11a Fellowship (Z)

7
9:45a TOPS
11:30a Staff
Meeting
3:30p Vision
Team

8
9
9a Men’s
7p Building &
Breakfast (Z)
Grounds
10:45a Meals
on Wheels

10

11

12
13
10a Worship
OFFICE
(FZYT)
CLOSED
10:30a Kenyan
Church (F)
11a Fellowship (Z)

14
9:45a TOPS
11:30a Staff
Meeting
6:30p Faith
Formation

15
16
NEW LIFE
NEWS
ARTICLES DUE

17

18

19
20
10a Worship
OFFICE
(FZYT)
CLOSED
10:30a Kenyan
Church (F)
11a Fellowship (Z)

21
9:45a TOPS
11:30a Staff
Meeting
1p Former
Dementia
Caregivers
6:30p Personnel

22
23
9a Men’s
Breakfast (Z)

24

25

26
27
10a Worship
OFFICE
(FZYT)
CLOSED
10:30a Kenyan
Church (F)
11a Fellowship (Z)

28
9:45a TOPS
11:30a Staff
Meeting
6:30p Session

29
10:45a Meals
on Wheels

31

7p Care
Coordinators (Z)

30

Check out the calendar on our website for the latest updates! We have new bright headings for different calendar
entries: RED means Ministry Partners, MEDIUM GREEN is for Community Groups, LIGHT GREEN is for fellowship,
PURPLE indicates building users, TEAL is for Committees, TURQUOISE indicates Educational groups, and GOLD is
for Holidays. The Public and Worship colors remain BLUE.
If you’re not seeing all these events in color, click on “Calendars” to the upper right of the calendar and make
sure all the boxes are checked.
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Ministers:
New Life Congregation
Minister of Word & Sacrament:
Riz Prakasim, ext 211 (Sabbath Mondays)
riz@newlifechurchroseville.org
Church Administrator:
Maryfran Moen, ext 220
maryfranc@newlifechurchroseville.org
Director of Music Ministry:
Julie Lueck, ext 217
juliel@newlifechurchroseville.org
Administrative Assistant:
Deb Griffin, ext 210
deb@newlifechurchroseville.org
Preschool Director:
Sher Noot, ext 219
director@northcomopreschool.org
Communications Collaborator:
Pam Schoon
communications@newlifechurchroseville.org
Custodian:
Tori Golder
tori@newlifechurchroseville.org

Buildings & Grounds: Cynthia Erickson &
Jackson Gienger
Celebration & Worship: John Kachel
Church & Society: Mari Hirabayashi
Community Garden: Pete Marchetto
Congregational Care: Pam Hord
Faith Formation: Pete Marchetto
Finance: Cindy Ward-Thompson
Stewardship: Deb Griffin
Membership & Growth: Nancy Irsfeld &
Dayan Dickson
Personnel: Amy Lane
Nominating: John Bootier

Very “Other” July Holidays

July 11—Cheer up the Lonely Day

July 20—Ugly Truck Day

July 1—International Joke Day

July 15—National Hot Dog Day

July 22—Hammock Day

July 6—National Fried Chicken Day July 16—World Snake Day
July 17—Yellow Pig Day
July 7—Chocolate Day
July 19—National Ice Cream Day

July 24—Cousins Day
July 30—International Day of
Friendship

July Birthdays
1st— James Casterlin

18th— Daniella Severiano

28th— Charles “Chuck” Baumann

4th— Carol Schubring

29th— Jym Hubbell

7th— Lee Brotherton, Anje Rust

19th— Anita McLaughlin, Christie
Thorsen

10th— Cathy Newcome

20th— Alice Spear-Bankey

31st— Amy Schmidt

11th— Dale Engman, Aiden Smith

23rd— James Sargent

12th— Grace Barnes, Barb Ritter

24th— Brent Ceisel, Pamala Hord,
Paul Ihlenfeldt

13th— Darrell Chinander
15th— Tori Golder-Carson
16th— Javier Van Dyke
17th— Delia Schultz

30th— Ian Cacek

25th— Kirk Buckley, Susan
Severiano
26th— Chris Cacek
27th— Lizzy Kachel, Kyra Rust

If your July birthday is missing from this list, our apologies. Please let Deb in the church office know so we
can include you next time. (deb@newlifechurchroseville.org)
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