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Riz’s Reflections… 

“So we’re not giving up. How could we! Even though on the outside it often 

looks like things are falling apart on us, on the inside, where God is making 

new life, not a day goes by without his unfolding grace. These hard times are 

small potatoes compared to the coming good times, the lavish celebration 

prepared for us. There’s far more here than meets the eye. The things we see 

now are here today, gone tomorrow. But the things we can’t see now will 

last forever.”  ~2 Corinthians 4:16-18 

Dear Church, 

Peace be with you. First, I pray that this communication finds you and your 
loved ones in good health. So many across the world have succumbed to 
the ravages of the virus and we hold them and their families in prayer. As 
you read this, your lives may be slightly disrupted, not at all, or turned 
totally upside down by the global pandemic that has swiftly changed the 
world as we knew it. The world was also forever changed in a short period 
of time following the resurrection of Jesus. We are still observing Easter, as 
it is a season just as Lent is. The call to live as resurrection people resounds 
louder than ever as the path before us seems unclear and fraught with 
potential calamity. The path we are on today is not too different from the 
path the disciples had to tread as they were fearful to come out of their 
houses after the resurrection for fear of those who crucified Jesus. 
However, what is clear from the resurrection and in the resilience that 
people are demonstrating today as we support one another, is that life will 
find a way. For me this is abundantly evident in our beautiful community 
garden.  

The Seeds of Hope Community Garden is a visible reminder to the 
community that there is life, community, growth, and hope. In fact, many in 
the community refer to our church as the garden church (appropriate, given 
our logo). Built into its very charter is an inclusive paradigm that creates 
space for all (thank you to Darby & all who have made this garden what it 
is). The community garden is one third church members, a third community 
members, and a third refugees and immigrants. This model provides for 
those inside the walls of the church, outside our walls, and for the stranger. 
In addition, there is a specific plot for vegetables that will be donated to 
area food shelves that have unprecedented needs. I see life not only in the 
blooming of flowers and food output of the garden, but the abundant life 
that Jesus spoke about is woven into the philosophy of the garden. The 
days ahead will call for new growth of our church community and larger 
community, both locally and globally, and I wonder what will be our 
philosophy that drives this growth? 

(Continued on page 2) 
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The text from Paul’s letter to the Corinthian church exhorts us not to give up when we encounter roads with 
no road map. The church in Corinth was wrestling with how to be church with no previous examples of a 
church, no manual of operations, theological disagreements that threatened to tear the church apart, and an 
open hostility towards Christianity from the religious authorities and state governing bodies. Paul speaks to 
their fears and doubts when he says that though it looks like they are falling to pieces, remember that it is 
possible to be renewed inwardly through the teachings of Christ that inform our 
outward conduct. Just like those early Christians in Corinth, we are going through a 
time that is testing the limits of our community and faith; we must not forget that 
there is so much more beyond what is visible. 

Just like the new life that springs up in the community garden, we are similarly here 
today and gone tomorrow, as it relates to the narrative of the people of God. What we 
do or don’t do in these next weeks, months, and years will shape the future of our society. I pray that we can 
reform a society that does not see value in the least and does not provide a place at the table for all. To do 
that, we must draw from the wisdom of Jesus and our scriptures. 

Those early Christians who suffered and sacrificed much did not do so in vain. The saints of today enjoy the 
fruit of their labors and struggles as we have access to religious documents and traditions that were 
preserved even in the face of death. They knew, as we know today, that troubled times will indeed pass as 
we hold fast to our life in Christ. We are resurrection people; we are people of hope. So here we are, saints, 
writing the story of a new tomorrow. Let us do so boldly, vulnerably, and always with the love of Christ Jesus, 
the Risen Lord, who binds us all together—even when we are not together in the flesh, but worship in Spirit 
and truth. May the grace of Christ be enough for us to journey the dark valleys ahead as we seek to do the 
will of God on earth as it is in heaven.  

With Hope, 

Rev Riz 

(Continued from page 1) 

Riz’s Reflections... (cont’d) 

Community Garden 

Mexican Salsa 

My daughter, missing her Mexican food during the stay-at-home order, came up with this.  We love it!! 

1 can corn, drained 

1 can diced tomatoes 

1 can black beans 

1 4-oz can green chilies (or to taste) 

Combine ingredients in a large saucepan and simmer 7-10 minutes.  Refrigerate until used. 

Notes:  

• I also add finely chopped onion to taste and some garlic salt 

• Use as a dip with tortilla chips, on your scrambled eggs, or as topping on a baked potato.  Use your 
imagination! ~ Deb G 

** Send in your favorite quarantine recipes for the June New Life News** 
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Once again, the preschool hallways are quiet. This is what I usually write after we have had a full 
year of teaching and connecting, learning and growing. 

Unfortunately, as I write this today, it is with a mix of emotions; it is not the end of the year.  It is not 
with the closure that has become familiar to us signifying a year well-taught.  The last day that we 
heard those joyous giggles in our hallways was just before we had our winter break.  As we were to 
be returning to classes on March 16th, our world became a very different place.  As the health and 
safety of our teachers, children, and families is always a main concern, NCP closed our doors for in-
person learning. 

Since the closure, our teachers have been hard at work in an ever-evolving environment of online 
learning and teaching.  As a preschooler or pre-K kiddo, the consistency and routine of their day is 
largely important.  We are providing them with a small piece of that.  The familiarity of seeing their 
teachers is comforting.  They are able to tune into YouTube and see Teacher Stephanie or Teacher 
Sher read stories, do an art project, or dance and sing to a favorite song.  They are able to catch 
Teacher Sandy on Facebook reading stories.  All of the teachers have assembled learning packets to 
coincide with the online lessons.  Teacher Heidi and Teacher Charly, who are not on-screen, are 
working hard to support the online learning and are 
reaching out to families as well, to keep those important 
connections with our little ones. 

At this time, we are continuing the online lessons and await 
the day that we can join together, arm in arm, hand in hand, 
to share our love for our kiddos and families. 

As part of the teacher team at North Como Preschool, I can 
say for all of us that we are very humbled by the support of 
New Life Presbyterian Church, staff, and our preschool 
community. 

With gratitude, 

Sher, Stephanie, Sandy, Heidi, and Charly 

Preschool News 

The Men’s Breakfast Moves to ZOOM 

 The second and fourth Wednesdays of each month will find the Men’s Breakfast Group 

meeting at 9:00a at Denny’s Restaurant on Cleveland (pre-COVID) and now on ZOOM during 

our present stay-at-home period.  Consider joining us as we consider an article of current 

interest distributed in advance, or another theme.  Today we each brought a poem or saying we 

have found of interest among our words to live by.  It was one of our best meetings. 

 We laugh, we tear up, we chuckle.  But we always leave giving thanks for each other and 

for our time together.  Fearless Leader Warren Wolfe will give you simple instructions for 

joining our group on ZOOM.  

 We began this morning with a simple check-in on how each of us is doing at home these 

days, and ended with our memories of Jim Sargent.  It is such a pleasure to join in discussion 

with men of good character and varied lives.  A dozen of us went for an hour-and-a-half today, 

but people are free to leave when other duties call.  Check us out!  You know you have time… 

Greg Ritter 
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support & closeness 

 Are you feeling extra 

lonely in these times of 

“social distancing”?  Do 

you sometimes doubt 

that you are worthy of 

love and belonging?  

Daring Group is a small 

group meeting to apply 

the ideas of 

psychologist/researcher/

storyteller Brené Brown 

to our lives.  She writes, 

“to love ourselves and 

support each other in 

the process of becoming 

real is perhaps the 

greatest single act of 

daring greatly.” 

 We meet on the first 

Saturday of each month 

at 2:00p via Zoom.   

 Contact Kate Wolfe-

Jenson to find our more.  

Kate@Jensons.com or 

651.402.5927. 

I have barely been out of my house in the past 

month, and I am seriously missing my Mexican Food 

fix.  I found this recipe the other day (allrecipes.com) 

and tried it out.  It’s one of our new favorites! 

Chicken Enchilada Slow Cooker Soup 
Prep: 15 min   Cook: 6.5 hours   Total:  6.75 hours 

1 lb. skinless, boneless chicken breast halves 

1 15.25-oz can whole kernel corn, drained 

1 14.5-oz can diced tomatoes 

1 14.5-oz can chicken broth 

1 10-oz can enchilada sauce (I used green) 

1 4-oz can diced green chilies  

1 white onion, chopped 

1/4 cup chopped fresh cilantro (definitely optional!) 

2 bay leaves 

3 cloves garlic, minced 

1 tsp ground cumin 

1 tsp chili powder 

1 tsp salt 

1/4 tsp ground black pepper 

 Rinse and pat dry the chicken breasts, then place into the bottom of a slow 

cooker.  Add remaining ingredients.  Cook on low for 6 hours.  Transfer the 

chicken to a large plate, then shred the meat with two forks.  Return the chicken 

to the slow cooker and continue cooking for 30 minutes to 1 hour. 

 I served mine with a dollop of sour cream.  Easy Peasy!! DebG 

Quarantine Recipe Favorite 

 Game night continues during the month of May.   

Every Friday.  7:30p.  Zoom.  Jack Box games.   

Silliness.  Join us.  Because. 

Go to Directions on how to set yourself up to play to learn how to set up your computer and 

smartphone/tablet so you can play. 

See you Friday! 

Zoom Meeting Information  

To dial into Zoom, call:  301.715.8592, Meeting ID:  922 8615 3003 

Game Night during Social Distancing 

mailto:Kate@Jensons.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dWDbOhkQii6Po8rhQMqmPSqAPAQiIqQ3wb3YVyB7bYo/edit
https://zoom.us/j/92286153003
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 Yesterday, my Dictionary.com WORD OF THE DAY was “Stewardship.”  I thought this was an interesting 

choice, given this is the season when we focus on how we will support our church in the coming fiscal year.  
Here’s the definition given: 

The responsible overseeing and protection of something considered worth caring for and 

preserving. 

 As we mentioned in our Stewardship letter recently, for many of us, our focus right now is on surviving 

one day to the next.  We understand that, and want to do whatever we can and whatever you will let us do 

to help you.  I personally would be willing to prepare a hot meal for your family if you’re hungry.  Call me.  

No-one else will need to know about it. 

 I also feel we need to look long-term at our church’s needs.  Do we want this faith community to be 
intact once we come through this pandemic?  I don’t think we’ll ever be the same as we were three months 

ago, but we will still need Pastor Riz and Maryfran to minister to us and take care of the business of the 

church.  Of course, our volunteers are important as well, and for many, this is how their stewardship 
happens. 

 At the same time, we’re going to need financial contributions in order for 

New Life Presbyterian Church to stay alive.  If you’re in a position to be able to 

make a financial gift, please consider doing so.  You have probably received a 

Giving Plan card in the mail, but if not, here is a link to one: Giving Plan card.  The 

link can also be found on our church website: New Life Website  Just complete 

and mail it to the church at 965 Larpenteur Ave W, Roseville MN 55113.  Thank 
you!  And take care!  

 Deb Griffin, Stewardship Committee 

Stewardship Thoughts 

  

Congregational Care Committee 

 The purpose of the Congregational Care Committee is to provide compassion 
and loving service to the faith community of New Life Presbyterian Church in 
following the Book of Order description of Deacon Ministry.  
 The Care Committee has about 18 Care Coordinators.  We are always looking 
for volunteers as members resign due to various reasons.  We meet monthly, 
September through May.  We send birthday and special holiday cards to members 
and friends of our faith community, dividing the list so that each coordinator is 
responsible for about 20 people. 
 Some of our tasks include:  ordering and delivering Sunday flowers to those who are hospitalized or 
home-bound;  Stephen Ministries; hosting Memorial Service receptions; visiting friends and members, 
assisting Pastor Riz as needed; recruiting Sunday door greeters; and maintaining a confidential Prayer Chain. 
 I want to take this opportunity to thank the Care Coordinators for their devoted service to our faith 
community, especially during the current COVID-19 virus, for so many are isolated and a phone call or 
“thinking of you” card means a lot. 
 If you are interested in volunteering for this important ministry, please contact me at 651-235-5333 or 
ambursch@usfamily.com. 

Ann Bursch, Chair 
The Congregational Care Committee 

https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn%3Aaaid%3Ascds%3AUS%3Ab359259c-ddc9-4fc8-978c-7d81f21077ba
https://newlifechurchroseville.org
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 In April, we were able to acquire a couple of 3D printers.  They were placed in the Maker Lab (very back hallway in the 
education building) and production began on creating the visors for face shields.  Volunteers come into the church every 
four hours or so, remove the printed visor, and set things up to begin printing the next two.  Visors are collected, and 
delivered to Nancy & Pete Marchetto, where foam weather stripping (cushioning), elastic, and the plastic film are added 
and packaged.  The following note has been added: 

“’The moral test of government is how that government treats those who are in the dawn of life, the children; those who 
are in the twilight of life, the elderly; those who are in the shadows of life, the sick, the needy, and the handicapped.’   ~ 
Hubert Humphrey, November 1, 1977. 
Thank you for being the best of us.” 

 We were able to deliver our first 60 face shields on Wednesday, April 22, to the UMN Department of Emergency 
Management, and another batch of PPE will be delivered soon.  Additionally, we have received a loan of 3D printers in 
need of repair and service from the UMN Bakken Medical Device Center.  Dean and Andy Schmidt, Pete Marchetto, AD 
Dickson, and others, including Lonnie Rangel of North Presbyterian, will be working on those printers Wednesday, April 29, 
to allow for expanded production.  Some of the printers are also slated to be taken to the UMN Department of Emergency 
Management so that they can actually print their own PPE, while the rest will be split between North and New Life, to allow 
for production of 3D printer respirators, mask holder straps, and ventilator fittings.  Thanks to all of our volunteers who 
have been a part of this ministry, especially the printer reset team of Patty Gould and John Bootier! 

 If you would like to be a part of this ministry, contact Pete Marchetto (the 
younger) or Deb Griffin in the church office.  Another option is to sign up here: 
Sign-up Page.  If you’re curious how you would reset a 3D printer, look here:  
Reset 3-D Printer.   
 Finally, the 3D-printed respirators, along with our new output of sanitizing 
alcohol wipes and sewn face masks, need simple handwork to finish them.  For 
the respirators, cutting filter materials and assembling it into them, is needed.  
For the sanitizing wipes, all that’s needed is to cut a shop towel in pieces, soak 
them in alcohol, and put them in a Ziplock bag with a label on it.  For the face 

masks, filter material made from shop 
towels needs to be cut according to a 
pattern and fitted into them.  While we 
have the materials for these products, 
we need volunteer help.  If you’re 
interested in any of these, please see 
this YouTube playlist which details 
what’s involved, and get in touch with 

Deb or Pete. 

Our 3D Printer Ministry: Creating Face Shields 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090F4CAFAB2EA3FD0-3dprinter
https://youtu.be/PybwIVuInIQ
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLRXLF_9v024IaOeVY21dUBy0vIJUU8Baz
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May  2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          1 
  

2 
 
2p Daring Group 

(Z) 
  

3 10a Worship 
(FZYT) 

10:30a Kenyan 
Church (F) 

11a Fellowship (Z) 
12p Adult Ed (Z) 
5p Firing Line AA (Z) 
  

4 OFFICE 
CLOSED 

  

5 9a TOPS* 
11:30a Staff 

Meeting (Z) 
6:30p  Vision 

Team (Z)* 
  

6 10:45a Meals 
on Wheels 

  

7 
 
6:30p Big Book 

AA (Z)   
  

8 
  

9 COMMUNITY 
GARDEN KICK-
OFF EVENT 
  

10 MOTHER’S DAY 
10a Worship (FZYT) 
10:30a Kenyan 

Church (F) 
11a Fellowship (Z) 
12p Adult Ed (Z) 
5p Firing Line AA (Z) 

11 OFFICE 
CLOSED 

  

12  9a TOPS* 
11:30a Staff 

Meeting (Z) 
6:30p Faith 

Formation* 
 
  

13 8:30a Men’s 
Breakfast (Z) 

 
  

14  
6:30p Big Book 

AA (Z)   
7p Building & 

Grounds (Z)* 
  

15  
NEW LIFE NEWS 
ARTICLES DUE 

  

16 
  

17  10a Worship 
(FZYT) 

10:30a Kenyan 
Church (F) 

11a Fellowship (Z) 
12p Adult Ed (Z) 
5p Firing Line AA (Z) 

18  OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 
  

19  9a TOPS* 
11:30a Staff 

Meeting (Z) 
6:30p Esther 

Circle* 
6:30p Personnel* 
  

20 
  

21 
 
6:30p Big Book 

AA (Z)   
 
  

22 
  

23 
  

24  10a Worship 
(FZYT) 

10:30a Kenyan 
Church (F) 

11a Fellowship (Z) 
12p Adult Ed (Z) 
5p Firing Line AA (Z) 

25 OFFICE 

CLOSED 

26  
9a TOPS* 
11:30a Staff 

Meeting (Z) 
6:30p Session (Z) 
 
  

27 8:30a Men’s 
Breakfast (Z) 

10:45a Meals on 
Wheels 

 
  

28 
 
6:30p Big Book 

AA (Z)   
 
  

29 
  

30 
  

31  10a Worship 
(FZYT) 

10:30a Kenyan 
Church (F) 

11a Fellowship (Z) 
5p Firing Line AA (Z) 
  

 

 * We have not received a meeting update from this group for May. 

(F) = FaceBook Live 

(Z) = Zoom Meeting 

(FZYT) = FaceBook, Zoom, YouTube, & Twitch 
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1st— Nancy Irsfeld 

3rd— Connie Nyman 

4th— Justin Nyasimi 

5th— Elizabeth Brzoska 

6th— Midge Beck 

7th— Jesus Severiano 

8th— Gail Meyer, Andrew 
Schmidt 

11th— Shylee Smith 

12th— Karin Link 

13th— Janie King 

 

14th— Barbara McCue, Dean 
Schmidt 

15th— Ethel Carr, Cady Growth, 
Sonya McBride 

16th— Eric Brandsness 

19th— Linda Hoekman, Ralph 
Jenson, Jacob Van Dyke 

20th— Kevin Maghakian, Janet 
Schnobrich 

21st— Paul Randall 

22nd— Keenan Griffin 

23rd— Anice Lucas 

24th— Marily Knieriemen 

25th— Jamere Lewis 

26th— Jessica Lee 

30th— Cynthia Erickson, Edna 
Harrison, Roger Seaborg 

31st— Tasha Miller 

May Birthdays 

If your May birthday is missing from this list, our apologies.  Please let Deb in the church office know so we 
can include you next time.  (deb@newlifechurchroseville.org) 

Operating Fund—Through March of Fiscal 2019-2020 

Year-to-date income exceeds expense by about $30,000 — that’s much better than we had projected for 
March year-to-date.  Part of this is attributable to some scheduled disbursements not being made yet, but 
contributions continue to be meeting goals and several committee’s expenses are below budget.  It is too 
early to tell what impact “staying at home” will have on income and expenses for the rest of the fiscal year. 

Ministers: New Life Congregation 
Minister of Word & Sacrament: 
  Riz Prakasim, ext 211 (Sabbath Mondays) 
  riz@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Church Administrator: 
  Maryfran Moen, ext 220 
  maryfranc@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Director of Music Ministry: 
  Julie Lueck, ext 217 
  juliel@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Administrative Assistant: 
  Deb Griffin, ext 210 
  deb@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Preschool Director: 
  Sher Noot, ext 219 
  director@northcomopreschool.org 
Communications Collaborator: 
  Pam Schoon 
 communications@newlifechurchroseville.org 
Custodian: Tori Golder 
  tori@newlifechurchroseville.org 

Buildings & Grounds: Cynthia Erickson & 
Jackson Gienger 

Celebration & Worship:  John Kachel 

Church & Society:  Mari Hirabayashi 

Community Garden:   Pete Marchetto 

Congregational Care:  Pam Hord 

Faith Formation:  Pete Marchetto 

Finance:  Cindy Ward-Thompson 

Stewardship:  Deb Griffin 

Membership & Growth:  Nancy Irsfeld & 
Dayan Dickson 

Personnel:  Amy Lane 

Nominating:  John Bootier 

 

mailto:deb@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:riz@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:maryfranc@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:juliel@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:deb@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:director@northcomopreschool.org
mailto:communications@newlifechurchroseville.org
mailto:tori@newlifechurchroseville.org

