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Riz’s Reflections…
“It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong
man stumbles, or where the doer of deeds could have done them better. The
credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred
by dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs, who comes
short again…if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that his place
shall never be with those cold and timid souls who neither know victory nor
defeat.”
– Theodore Roosevelt
Dear Church,
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Peace be with you. By the time you are reading this we have already begun
our Lenten journey marked by our Ash Wednesday service with North
Presbyterian, who are our Lenten partners this year. Lent is a gift that the
early church implemented in the 4th century as a time of critical faith
reflections and a period of study for new members who would be
welcomed into the family of Christ on Easter Sunday. Lent is a season, but
the labor to bring the kingdom of heaven closer is a daily exercise that
challenges and grows us, but it is also work in which we often fall short. And
so we must dare to imagine an improved quality of life for ourselves and
our neighbors.

Mar 29—Faith in
Action Sunday ........... 2

Our Lenten study (Thursdays at 6:30p) this year focuses on what it means
to be a courageous leader in our everyday lives as the world evolves for
better and for worse. The study is based on the research by Brené Brown
who has identified four pillars of courageous leadership: vulnerability
(showing up to engage and be seen when you can’t control the outcome),
trust (the stacking of reciprocal vulnerability), living our values (practicing
that which we hold most important) and rising skills (the ability to pick
oneself back up after failure). As disciples we are always called to go deeper
in our faith and relate well to one another, which inherently has risks. It is
much safer to dwell on the sidelines of our faith least we upset the status
quo or even fail. But it is much more rewarding to try and fail than to fail to
try (see Roosevelt quote).

Project Home ............. 4

Jesus and the disciples knew all too well about failure. In Jesus’ home town
his teachings were not accepted; the religious authorities were constantly
chastising him and accusing him of leading people astray. The disciples
were frequently getting Jesus’ teachings mixed up and at the perceived
massive failure of the movement which culminated at the cross, they were
nowhere to be found. After the death and resurrection of Jesus they had to
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We are
An
Inclusive
Faith
Community

March Bowl of
Abundance
March is FoodShare
Month. We have
neighbors with food
scarcity. You can help!
Change in the March
offering plates and in the
Bowl of Abundance on the
last Sunday of the month
will support the
Department of Indian
Work food shelf at
Interfaith Action of
Greater Saint Paul. You
can also donate by check
to New Life marked “MN
FoodShare” or by cash in
an envelope marked MN
FoodShare with your
name.
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Riz’s Reflections... (cont’d)
(Continued from page 1)

dust themselves off and courageously continue on the mission that Christ had
called them to. They were a spiritual family that remained connected and
challenged one another to grow. This spiritual growth is at the very core of our
individual and collective Lenten experiences.
We are to be agents of change by the renewing of our minds and hearts. In
Presbyterian speak, that is reformed always reforming. When we are not
engaged with our faith, we maintain the current state of affairs of our hearts
and minds when we are called to grow in Christ.
Take time this Lent to earnestly assess your faith practices and path of
discipleship and how it feeds your spiritual vitality. Dare to dream, dare to lead,
and dare to always live in the transforming love of Christ our Lord.
In Christ,
Rev Riz

March 29—Faith in Action Sunday
“For just as the body without spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead.” ~James 2:26
The author of this scripture is said to be Jesus’ brother James. As someone who knew Jesus well, the
writings of James offer us insight as to what might have been close to Jesus’ heart. Preceding this passage,
James says something similar about hearing and doing the word or putting what we believe into action.
What is a fruit tree that bears so fruit? A lake without water? A Christian who does not follow the way of
our Savior the Christ?
March 29th we will extend our time of worship outside the sanctuary (see Isaiah 58) as we serve our
neighbors in various inclusive ways in which every person in our community can participate. We are called
to be light and salt to the world. Let our light and saltiness be known through our love.
Some examples of Faith in Action ideas:
• Project Home Day Center (4-8 Volunteers needed)
• Sandwich Project (5-7 Volunteers needed)
• Home Projects (4-8 Volunteers)
• Letter writing (4-6 Volunteers)
• Decorating sandwich bags for Meals on Wheels (4-6)
• Church Clean-Up (4-8)
• Free Rice Trivia (Unlimited)
Plan to join us on March 29—and put YOUR faith into ACTION!
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Preschool News
Save the Date:

Friday, March 27th from 5-7:30p

North Como Preschool’s Family Taco Fest and FUNdraiser.
Do you like tacos?
Do you like fun?
NCP’s Family Taco Fest and FUNdraiser is for you!! Please join us for food, friends, and
fun. Come and see our preschool; meet the teachers and new friends.
If you are still looking for preschool or pre-K for your child, NCP still has a few spots
available. If interested in learning more or to schedule a tour, please contact Sher at
651-488-7137 or email at director@northcomopreschool.org.

Music Ministry
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. Praise the Lord. (Psalm 150:6 NIV)
Praise the Lord, my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. (Psalm 103:1 NIV)
You have a chance to learn how to sing and how to read music, beginning in March. Our choir
section leader, Maire (Mary) Clement, who has a master’s degree in voice, will be teaching these skills every
1st and 3rd Wednesdays, beginning March 4th. Everyone is welcome to participate in this voice workshop
during March, April, and May, for a total of six sessions.
Let’s sing and praise the Lord!

Holy Hammers—Habitat for Humanity 2020
Beginning March 15, you will have the opportunity to
sign up for New Life’s days to work on a build for another
twin home like the one seen in this picture.
Our church members have been involved in Habitat for
Humanity builds for the past 23 years. We’ve been
assigned two days each in April, May, and June this year.
And on the two days in June, we will provide the meal for
those crews.
Look for the sign-up table in the Atrium beginning
March 15th. If you have questions, please contact Larry
Lane or Jerry Peterson.
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Easter Lily Sales

Once again this
year, our youth
will be selling
Easter lilies (for
$12 each) to grace
our Sanctuary on
Easter Sunday
morning. Sales
will begin on
Sunday, March
15th, and finalize
on March 29th.
Watch for a
table in the Atrium
with a sign-up
sheet. Cash or
checks made out
to NLPC (memo:
Lilies) will be
accepted at time
of order.
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Daring Disciples: Lessons in Leadership
Throughout his ministry, Jesus demonstrated courageous, wholehearted
leadership. During this six-week Lenten study, we’ll look at and discuss scriptural
examples. Informed by the work of Brené Brown, author of Dare to Lead, we’ll
learn how we might become more fearless followers. Using a combination of
video watching, Bible study, discussion and personal assessments, we will work
together to become daring disciples. Questions? Contact Pastor Riz, Patty
Gould or Kate Wolfe-Jenson
Thursday evenings, 6:30 – 7:30 PM
in the Heritage Room. Join us!

Adult Game Night—March 21st
Who likes to play games? Board games, Card
games, Electronic Games!
Join us in the Great Room on Saturday, March
21st from 6-10p for an enjoyable night of games.
We encourage you to bring your favorite game to
share. Pizza, beverages, dessert, and good company
will be provided! This event is for adults 16 and older. Invite your friends
and neighbors!
We are planning a relaxing evening where you can socialize and have
some fun playing games you are familiar with and comfortable playing and/
or games that will pique your interest and stimulate your brain!
If you have questions or need a ride, please call Mary Barraclough at
651.592.8340. This event is hosted by the Vision Committee Relational
Work Group.
See you on March 21st!

Project Home is on its way!
Plans for our annual April hosting of Project Home are underway! We are once again partnering with
Presbyterian Church of the Way this year, as well as welcoming two new volunteer partners, St. Timothy’s
Lutheran Church and the Delta Tau Sorority of Hamline University. In-person volunteer trainings will be
hosted at New Life on Saturday, March 21st at 11a and Thursday, March 26th at 6p. Volunteer slots are
approximately 25-30% filled, and we need you to make this ministry of hospitality possible.
We are also in need of folks to assist on move-in/move-out day, and to act as angels to be called into
service in the event of a volunteer no show/emergency etc. Sign up to volunteer via Signup genius (OR go to
SignUpGenius.com, click on “Find a Sign Up” and enter northcomochurch@gmail.com for the email address).
If you are interested in helping with Project Home or have other questions, please contact Mari Hirabayashi
at 651-285-4217 or mari_hiray@yahoo.com. Thank you to all who have made Project Home possible!
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Adult Faith Circle
Happenings
On March 1st we will be
welcoming Sarah Peterka,
Program Director for
Opportunity Saint Paul, as
a guest to Adult Faith
Circle. She earned her
bachelor’s degree in youth
and family ministry from
Augsburg College, and a
master’s in religious
education and leadership
from Luther Seminary,
and has been the program
manager for Urban
Immersion Service
Retreats. Sarah works
with Interfaith Action of
Greater Saint Paul to build
partnerships with clergy,
community leaders, and
nonprofit partners. She
will be talking about her
work with Opportunity
Saint Paul, which works to
connect volunteers to
opportunities to serve,
and how New Life
members can become
more involved in IAGSP’s
work.
In the following
weeks, we will have
discussions of modern
realities of news and
media issues (March 8th
and March 15th), more
effective stress
management techniques
for Christians (March
15th), and put our faith
into action as the hands
and feet of Christ with a
Faith in Action Sunday
(March 29th).
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One Great Hour of Sharing
The One Great Hour of Sharing
(OGHS) offering begins on Ash
Wednesday, February 26th, and runs
through Easter, April 12th. This special
offering gives our congregation the
opportunity to help bring the message
of Christ’s love to all our brothers and
sisters around the world. In donating
to OGHS, we join with Presbyterians
worldwide in providing relief from
natural disasters, food for the hungry,
and support for the poor and
oppressed. The three programs
supported by OGHS – Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance, The Presbyterian
Hunger Program, and SelfDevelopment of People – work in
different ways to serve individuals and
communities in need, uniting
congregations in the PC (USA) to reflect
our common desire to create the

kingdom of God on earth. In the past,
efforts supported by OGHS have
included: supporting those affected by
natural disasters such as hurricanes or
typhoons; sheltering refugees who
have been displaced by war, violence,
or natural disaster; alleviating hunger
through assistance programs both
domestically and internationally; and
working with low-income communities
across the United States to overcome
oppression, injustice, and root causes
of poverty.
To give to this offering, you can use
an OGHS offering envelope from the
pew back or write a check. Be sure to
include your
name and the
purpose of your
gift (OGHS).

Volunteers and Participants Needed for Poverty
Simulation
Our congregation has been invited to participate in an interfaith opportunity to better understand the challenges facing those living in poverty. We will be
joining with DoGood Roseville, Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Bethany Baptist Church, and Corpus Christi Catholic Church to host a Poverty Simulation
Game at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church (2561 Victoria at County Road C in
Roseville) on Sunday, March 29th, from 2-4:30p (volunteers needed from 1-5p).
The scenarios which participants will be invited to play out are ones that have
faced real Minnesotans as detailed in Health and Human Services files, and
have given prior participants a deeper understanding of what it is like to live in
poverty. If you are interested in participating as a volunteer or as a participant,
you can sign up at https://dogoodroseville.com/register-for-events/ . Contact
Mari Hirabayashi at 651.285.4217 or mari_hiray@yahoo.com for more info.

PER CAPITA 2020
$36.50
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March 2020
Sun

1

Mon

2

Tue

3

Wed

4

Thu

Fri

Sat

5

6

7

12:30p Sheridan 4p Anuak Women 9a Private Even
Story
5p Anuak Youth 9a Earth Care
9a Stephen
6:30p Lenten
Ministry
Study
6p Voice Workshop
2p Daring Group
6:30p Big Book
AA

OFFICE CLOSED 9a TOPS
8:30a Choir
10a Worship
10:30a KCOC
5:45p Handbells 11:45a Staff
11a Fellowship
6:30p Senate DFL Meeting
11:15a Faith
District 66
Formation
5p Firing Line AA
5:30p Youth Group

9a Quilters
10:45a Meals on
Wheels

8

9

11

12

13

14

8:30a Choir
10a Worship
10:30a KCOC
11a Fellowship
11:15a Faith
Formation
5p Firing Line AA

OFFICE CLOSED 9a TOPS
9:30a Rebekah
11:45a Staff
Meeting
Circle
5:30p VT
Relational
6:30p Faith
Formation

19

20

21

10

6:30p Lenten
9a Quilters
Study
9a Men’s Breakfast
6:30p Big Book
AA
7p Building &
Grounds

15 NEWSLETTER 16

17

18

ARTICLES DUE
OFFICE CLOSED
10a Worship
10:30a KCOC
5:45p Handbells
11a Fellowship
7p Finance
11:15a Faith
Formation & New
Member Class
5p Firing Line AA
5:30p Youth Group

9a TOPS

9a Quilters
12p Fair Trade
12:30p Sheridan
Story

22

24

23

11:45a Staff
Meeting
6:30p Esther
Circle
6:30p Personnel

8:30a Choir
OFFICE CLOSED 9a TOPS
10a Worship
10:30a KCOC
5:45p Handbells 6:30p Session
11a Fellowship
11:15a Faith
Formation & New
Member Class
5p Firing Line AA

29 FAITH IN

ACTION
SUNDAY
8:30a Choir
10a Worship
10:30a KCOC
11a Fellowship
11:15a Faith
Formation
5p Firing Line AA

30

6:30p Lenten
Study
6:30p Big Book
AA

12:30p Sheridan 9:30a Care
Story
Coordinators
4p Anuak Women
5p Anuak Youth

4p Anuak Women 11a Project
Home
5p Anuak Youth
Volunteer
Training

6p Voice Workshop
6p Agape Meal at
North Pres.

25

6p Adult Game
Night

26

9a Quilters
12:30p Sheridan
9a Men’s Breakfast
Story
10:45a Meals on 6:00p Project
Wheels
Home
4:30p Celebration
Volunteer Trng
& Worship
6:30p Lenten
Study
6:30p Big Book
AA

27

12:30p Sheridan
Story
4p Anuak Women
5p Anuak Youth
5p NCP Family
Taco Fest
Fundraiser

28

31

OFFICE CLOSED 9a TOPS
5:45p Handbells

11:45a Staff
Meeting
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Ministers:
New Life Congregation
Minister of Word & Sacrament:
Riz Prakasim, ext 211 (Sabbath Mondays)
riz@newlifechurchroseville.org
Church Administrator:
Maryfran Moen, ext 220
maryfranc@newlifechurchroseville.org
Director of Music Ministry:
Julie Lueck, ext 217
juliel@newlifechurchroseville.org
Administrative Assistant:
Deb Griffin, ext 210
deb@newlifechurchroseville.org
Preschool Director:
Sher Noot, ext 219
director@northcomopreschool.org
Communications Collaborator:
Pam Schoon
communications@newlifechurchroseville.org

Buildings & Grounds: Cynthia Erickson &
Jackson Gienger
Celebration & Worship: John Kachel
Church & Society: Mari Hirabayashi
Congregational Care: Pam Hord
Education & Nurture: Pete Marchetto
Finance: Cindy Ward-Thompson
Stewardship: Deb Griffin

Membership & Growth: Nancy Irsfeld &
Dayan Dickson
Personnel: Amy Lane
Nominating: John Bootier

Operating Fund—Through January of Fiscal 2019-2020
There is growing evidence that contributions may be better than expected this year! The favorable YTD
results may not erase the deficit projected for the year, but there is reason to hope that the deficit will be
less than expected.

March Birthdays
1st— Jeanne Hane, Lucille
Frederickson
4th— Barbarajean Hartos-Hord,
Larry Lane
5th— Crystal Barnes, George
Jenkin
6th— Pauline Christofk, Wilder
Hubbell

Heiman, Mark Rust
13th— Mary Barraclough, Teagan
Lucas

28th— Kaelan Lucas, Daley Tubbs

14th— Joanne Oltman

30th— Brendan Griffin, Vera Van
Dyke

15th— John Silliman

31st— John Kachel

17th—Robbie Williams

7th— Don Liebenstein

19th— Kimberly BensonJohnson, Natalie Drake,
Rick Green

8th— Nora Buckley, Rose Faraci

20th— Justin Miller

10th— Flo Isackson, Risley
Prakasim, Bill Smallidge

23rd— Renisha Prakasim

11th— Rita Amey, Marjorie

26th— Russell Christofk

25th— Nathan Severiano

If your March birthday is missing from this list, my apologies. Please let Deb in the church office know so we
can include you next time. (deb@newlifechurchroseville.org)
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