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“Ruling elders have responsibilities for the life 
of the congregation as well as the whole 
church.”  ~~ PCUSA Book of Order 
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Inspiring female ecumenists in the PC(USA) 

Sometimes global ecumenical bodies such as the World Council of Churches 
(WCC) seem far removed from the daily lives of Christians in the United 
States. 

But 49-year-old Presbyterian minister Rebecca Todd “Toddie” Peters says 
her work with these bodies “has completely shaped how I live in the 
world.” 

In fact, when Peters published her 2014 book, Solidarity Ethics: 
Transformation in a Globalized World, she dedicated it “to the women and 
men in the ecumenical movement who have become my ‘cloud of 
witnesses.’” 

Peters, who is professor of religious studies at Elon University in North 
Carolina, says what has stood out for her in more than two decades of work 
with the WCC “is really the people, the relationships I’ve developed.” 
Getting to know people from many nations, she says, has broadened her 
vision of the world and taught her “what it means to be a faithful 
Christian.” 

Peters represents a new generation of ecumenical leaders in the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), says the Reverend Robina Winbush, director 
of ecumenical relations in the PC(USA)’s Office of the General Assembly. 
“Toddie is deeply appreciated by colleagues within WCC circles for her 
ability to relate to partners from a diverse set of ecclesiological and cultural 
backgrounds.”  

In Solidarity Ethics,” Peters describes the powerful impact of her first 
international ecumenical gathering, a women’s leadership development 
conference in Jamaica that she attended at the age of 24. She shared with 
the group of thirty women her plans to do mission work among 
marginalized people in the two-thirds world. Peters recalls being 
challenged by Sola, a young lawyer from Nigeria, to use her place of 
privilege to educate North Americans about global poverty and injustice. 

“If you want to help me and my people,” said Sola, “the best thing that you 
can do is to go back to the United States and confront the powers of 
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globalization that are destroying my country and my 
people.”  That encounter, says Peters, “opened my 
eyes to new ways of seeing the world.” 

Ecumenical experiences have shaped her sense of 
vocation, Peters says. While working toward a 
doctorate in Christian ethics, “it was my experience 
in the global ecumenical movement that shaped my 
view of global justice and what I wanted to do as an 
ethicist.” 

She decided to focus on helping Christians evaluate 
various approaches to economic globalization from a 
moral perspective—learning to ask such questions as, 
“Is this compatible with our faith as we understand 
God’s intentions for the world?”  

Her research resulted in the 2004 publication of her 
first book, In Search of the Good Life: The Ethics of 
Globalization. The book won the 2003 Trinity Prize 
from Continuum Press.  

Peters’ initial experiences with global ecumenism 
revolved around leader development. While helping 
launch the PC(USA)’s National Network of 
Presbyterian College Women in the mid-1990s, she 
became involved in work with Student Christian 
Movements under the umbrella of the World Student 
Christian Federation (WSCF). She was facilitator for 
young women’s leadership training events of the 
WCC in Ghana and India in 1996. 

“I can’t stress enough the importance of 
organizations like the WCC and the WSCF in shaping 
and forming leaders for the next generation of 
ecumenical work,” she says. For example, Peters 
mentions Hermen Shastri, executive director of the 
Council of Churches of Malaysia, who plays a crucial 
role in bridging divisions in a country with an 
increasingly conservative Christian community and a 
political context hostile to Christians. 

“He came up through the Student Christian 
Movement,” Peters says. “That’s where his faith was 
shaped and developed, and his ability to bridge those 
divides is a direct result of his SCM work.”  

One of the most significant projects Peters has been 
involved with is called Moral Discernment in the 
Churches. For more than a decade she has been one 
of the primary leaders of this process for the WCC’s 
Standing Commission on Faith and Order. 

“Historically, the Faith and Order Commission has 
worked on doctrinal issues that divide churches,” 
Peters explains. “But increasingly, it’s moral issues 
that are dividing churches.”  

The commission developed case studies on some of 
these moral issues. One looked at how the issue of 
homosexuality has split the Anglican Church. Another 
examined the tensions between evangelical and 
Orthodox churches in Eastern Europe, particularly 
with regard to proselytism. And another looked at 
how different views on globalization are dividing 
churches in the Global North and Global South. 

They discovered that when it comes to church 
divisions, “it isn’t simply disagreement about 
Scripture,” Peters says. “There are a host of factors 
that play into these tensions on moral issues.”  

For example, cultural differences affect how churches 
in the Global North and Global South view economic 
issues. Other differences grow out of the contrasting 
views on authority and the role of reason, science, 
and natural law held by various church traditions. 

“Understanding these factors can help us create 
better ways of communicating,” Peters says. 

The moral discernment project is vital to church 
unity, Robina Winbush says, because it “helps 
churches within the ecumenical movement discuss 
potentially church-dividing moral issues in a 
constructive manner that maintains rather than 
breaks relationships.” 

From the PCUSA.org website 
Eva Stinson 

March 22, 2017 
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  August  2019   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        1 
  
  
  
  

6:30p Big Book 
AA 
  

2 
  
  
  

4p Anuak 
Women 

6p Anuak Youth 
  

3 

9:30a Carl 
Christensen’s 

Visitation 

10:30a Carl’s 

Service 

11:30a Carl’s 

Luncheon 

2p Daring Group 

4 

10a Worship 

11a Fellowship 

  
5p Firing Line 
AA 
  

5 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

6:30p Senate 

DFL District 66 

7p VISION 
TEAM 

6 

9a Tops 

  
11:45 Staff Mtg 
  

7 

9a Quilters 
  
10:45a Meals on 
Wheels 
  

8 
  
  
  
  
  

6:30p Big Book 
AA 
  

9 
  
  
  

4p Anuak 
Women 

6p Anuak Youth 
  

10 

10a Dan Stout’s 

Visitation 

11a Dan’s 

Service 

12p Luncheon 

11 

10a Worship 

11a Fellowship 

  
5p Firing Line 
AA 
  

12 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

1p-7p Red 
Cross Blood 

Drive 

7p Finance 

Cmte 

13 

9a Tops 

  
11:45 Staff Mtg 

  
6:30p Faith 
Formation 
  

14 

9a Quilters 
9a Men’s 
Breakfast Group 
  

15 
  
  
  
  
  
  

6:30p Big Book 
AA 
  

16 
  
  
  

4p Anuak 
Women 

6p Anuak Youth 
  

17 
  

18 

10a Worship 

11a Fellowship 

  
5p Firing Line 
AA 
  

19 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

20 

9a Tops 

  
11:45 Staff Mtg 

1p Former 
Dementia 
Caregivers 

6:30p Personnel 
  

21 

9a Quilters 
  

22 
  
  
  
  
  
  

6:30p Big Book 
AA 
  

23 
  
  
  
  
  

4p Anuak 
Women 

6p Anuak Youth 
  

24 
  

25 

10a Worship 

11a Fellowship 

  
5p Firing Line 
AA 
  

26 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

27 

9a Tops 

  
  
6:30p Session 
  

28 

9a Quilters 
9a Men’s 
Breakfast Group 
 
10:45a Meals on 
Wheels 
  

29 
  
  
  
  

6:30p Big Book 
AA 
  

30 

  
  
4p Anuak 
Women 
6p Anuak Youth 
  

31 
  



Jan Hubbell and her 

husband Jym have been 

church members since 1982.  

It is hard to imagine an area 

that Jan has not volunteered 

for and positively impacted 

with her huge heart.  A few of 

the areas that Jan has had an impact on are: 

• Serving as an elder 

• Playing in Commosso 

• Singing in our choir, and 

• Serving as head of Church & Society. 

As head of Church & Society Jan spearheaded Project 

Home for many years.   

Jan’s professional life was as a pediatrician with 

Health Partners.  Jan has helped make New Life what 

it is today.  Thank you, Jan, for the time you have 

given and are giving!  

1st— Ayriannah Lee 

2nd— Fil Faraci, Julia Hendricksen 

3rd— John Bloomquist, Cindy 
Ward-Thompson 

6th— Opal Bull, Andy Ihlenfeldt, 
Andrew Peterson, Virginia 
Redman 

7th— Janessa Buckley, Keith 
Buckley, Jan Cryer, Avi’Yon 
Dickson 

8th— Sara Drake 

9th— Peter Marchetto, Sr. 

11th— Teien Rose McCarthy 

12th— Elaine Bramer 

13th— Joanne Shingledecker 

15th— Pat Groth 

16th— Katie Marchetto 

21st— Pamela Schoon 

23rd— Craig Sulzdorf, Terry Cook 

24th— Evelyn Schmidt 

26th— Marie Skilling 

27th— Lisa Tepley 

28th— Leo Keikkila, Kaludji Ruteye 

30th— John Bootier, Jim Sargent, 
Rachel Thomas  
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Help serve our community by donating blood for hospital patients in need. 

Join with New Life Church to give blood on Monday, August 19th, 2019 from 

1:00p to 7:00p at the church. Your donation can help save more than one 

life! To make an appointment, download the American Red Cross Blood 

Donor App, visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter the sponsor code NLP, or call  

1-800-RED CROSS (1-800 733-2767).   Completion of a RapidPass® online 

health history questionnaire found at RedCrossBlood.org/rapidpass is 

encouraged to help speed up the donation process. A blood donor card or 

driver’s license OR two other forms of identification are required at check-in. 

Individuals who are 17 years of age, weigh at least 110 pounds and are in 

generally good health may be eligible to donate blood. High school students 

and other donors 18 years of age and younger also have to meet certain 

height and weight requirements. 

We invite you to come to the Atrium table and sign 

up to participate in the “EAT LOCAL CHALLENGE” 

August – September. Whether it’s Crystal sugar, 

Wisconsin corn or Minnesota tomatoes, fish, & 

turkey, see if you can eat a certain percentage of 

foods or number of meals each week that are from 

local sources. Buying locally produced food (the 5-6 

state area) instead of food from places like Florida, California or Argentina is 

a great thing to do for many reasons.  Here are 4 : 

1. Local food is good for you and tastes better, too. The food doesn’t have 

to travel far, so farmers can choose varieties based on flavor, rather than 

their ability to withstand a long journey so you can get freshness and flavor. 

2. It’s good for the economy. The money you spend on local food supports 

the local economy. 

(Continued on page 5) 

MAKING YOUR 

SPECIAL 

EVENTS  

Green!  
(AND ITS FREE!) 

Are you hosting a family, 

work or community 
gathering? Make it a 
GREEN EVENT! You can 

use your own recycling 
containers or check out 

options for borrowing 
recycling containers FOR 

FREE at 
RamseyRecycles.com.  

Portable containers are 
collapsible, and they 
come with custom 

signage and bags.  

Organics recycling 
containers are available, 

too. 



Best wishes to those who 

are going off to college. 

We hope to see you around 

here often! 
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 There are many opportunities and needs that need to be filled around 
the Church. What gifts and talents can you leverage in New Life’s 
community? Studies show that people who give by volunteering are 
happier. Do you want to volunteer as part of a group? Do you have an idea 
that would help others become part of our community? Is it time to 
restart something like the Wednesday workers? Do you bake, garden, 
enjoy children, like computers, have a gift of organization, or a mechanical 
bent? We have a place for you! 

 This month, let’s focus on people for the Sound System team.  We 
are in great need of people willing to learn how to run the sound system.  
If you’d be willing to be a part of this team, please contact the church 
office and we’ll do our part to make it happen!! 

 What’s your giving spot?  Here is a short list of needs: 

• Sound System team 

• Boiler training – great for anyone with a mechanical bent 

• Sorting through files 

• Shrub trimming 

• Community Garden Coordinator 

 Thank you. 

~~Maryfran Moen 

 This past year, your Session has been taking turns leading devotions from the book, “Faithful Presence.”  
When it was my turn, it just happened to be on having a faithful presence with the children in the church. 
 I will confess, I have been one of the adults who has told Patty Gould, our seemingly tireless Faith 
Formation leader, that young children are just not my thing.  I don’t know the youngsters in our church, and 
didn’t think I’d probably ever get to know them. 
 Unfortunately, or fortunately perhaps, this chapter in the book really struck home for me.  How can we 
expect our children to want to have anything to do with our church as they grow up if we don’t show them 
that we want something to do with them while they are here?  Patty gives them her blood, sweat, and 
sometimes tears, but where are the rest of us?   
 The book tells about a faith community that pretty much requires each church member to spend one 
Sunday each month with the children.  That would be a huge step for us, but what about you?  Can you give 

one Sunday every other month to spend 20-30 minutes with our grade-
school-aged children during the worship service?  I sure hope so!  Patty’s 
doing all the hard work, but she’s also reaping all the benefits of the 
relationships with these kids.  And we’re missing out!  In the end, the 
children in our faith community will be attached to Patty, not necessarily 
the church.  Let’s change that!  No more complaining about how we’re 
losing our kids once they reach a certain age.  Let’s be a part—together—
of why they want to make this their place! ~~ Deb Griffin 

Welcome 

to our 

2019—2020 

Session Members 

 

John Bootier 

Dayan Dickson 

Cynthia Reimers-
Erickson 

Jackson Gienger 

Deb Griffin 

Mari Hirabayashi 

Pam Hord 

Nancy Irsfeld 

John Kachel 

Amy Lane 

Pete Marchetto 

Cindy Ward-
Thompson 

 

Session Clerk: 

Barb Nelson 

 

Moderator: 

Pastor Riz 
Prakasim 

 

Session committee 
liaison 

assignments will 
be announced 

soon. 
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3. It’s good for the environment. As you probably already know, the average 

American dinner is made up of food that travels nearly 1,500 miles before 

reaching your plate! When you eat local food, you greatly reduce the 

consumption of fossil fuels, carbon dioxide emissions, and wasteful packaging 

materials. 

4. It’s good for family farms and “food sovereignty.”  With each local food 

purchase you support family farms in your area and you ensure food 

sovereignty. Food sovereignty means that no international trade policies or 

any global food crisis will make one particular community extremely 

vulnerable to hunger. 

We hope you will join your pastor and friends at church to see how well you 

can do. Don’t forget to pick up a 2016 Minnesota Grown 

Directory at church to guide you to orchards, farmer’s 

markets, and farms all across the state to add to the fun. 

Whether your food comes from your garden, the 

Farmer’s Market or a store, now is a great time to eat 

local! 

(Continued from page 3) 

Please be in constant prayer for our Vision Team members: 

Mary Barraclough 

Jackson Gienger 

Patty Gould 

Deb Griffin 

Mari Hirabayashi 

Nancy Holt 

LuAnn Hudson 

Don Liebenstein 

Irene Meinen 

Sandy McGiffin 

Carole Rust 

Kristopher Sargent 

Kim Spear 

Pastor Riz Prakasim 


