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Welcome!
2015 marks 150 years of God's faithfulness to and through HUMC.

No matter what part you've played in the previous 150 years of Highland
United Methodist Church, we are grateful for your presence today.

Thank you, Roscoe Smith, for keeping such great historical records and items, and for sharing them with us!

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at 
work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever. 
Amen.  - Ephesians 3:20-21

I love the United Methodist Church. Every 
community deserves to have a great United 
Methodist Church. Our rich heritage of putting 
the faith into practice is a legacy to be proud of. 
The passion of John Wesley has changed the 
world and changed millions of people privileged 
to share in our tradition. We are called to be both 
evangelical and social, both biblical and 
embracing of diversity, both in our communities 
serving and in the world walking with all people  
in pursuit of the goal of the Gospel. 

As the Highland, Michigan home of the tradition 
continues, we are doing well. God has been 
good to our church. We owe a great debt for the 
gifts of Christ shared so extravagantly in our lives
over these many years. None of us will be here 
in 2165, but our work now will impact the work 
then as we believe in the Christ of the gospel  
and live the life of love.  
                               - Reverend James Kummer 

Dear Rev. James Kummer, members and friends of Highland 
United Methodist Church,

It is an honor to be invited to attend the 150th Anniversary 
Celebration. I regret that my schedule does not allow me to 
be with you to celebrate these important events. 

However, I send my greetings and deepest appreciation for 
the years of faithful ministry within your congregation, 
throughout the conference and around the world. What a 
blessing HUMC has been; rooted in Christ, nourished by 
God's Word, and growing in Gods service. There is no way to
begin to measure the impact this faithful congregation has 
had on the lives of those in your community. It is apparent 
that you have a deep commitment to ministry, your 
community and to each other.

I pray that there will be a renewed sense of purpose and 
God's calling for the people of HUMC. May this special day 
be filled with good fellowship, joy and passion for serving our 
Lord Jesus Christ.

With you in the Work of Christ, Bishop Deborah L. Kiesey

Our Pastors Through the Years
1865 Rev. JM Holt & 
         Rev. AB Clough
1882 Rev. GM Lyons
1883 Rev. O Sanborn
1886 Rev. Justin Rowe
1888 Rev. Henry King
1889-90 Rev. Hubbel
1891-92 Rev. Wood
1893 Rev. Samuel Graves
1893-95 Rev. EP Pierce
1896-1898 Rev. AS Tedman
1899 Rev. OJ Perrin
1900 Rev. FW Ware
1902 Rev. Henry Hindle
1903 Rev. LB DuPuis
1905-06 Rev. TB McGee

1907 Rev. WJ Coates
1908-1910 Rev. RE Winn
1911 Rev. WJ Bailey
1912 Rev. FE Mock
1913-14 Rev. Elmer Foster
1914-15 Rev. Howard A Cole
1916 Rev. Riley Crittenden
1917-18 Rev. TB McGee
1919 Rev. JA Garman
1920 Rev. John Sluyter
1921-22 Rev. CH Truschel
1923 Rev. RE Winn
1923 -27 Rev. H Schwarzkopf
1928 Rev. Otto J Lyon
1930 Rev. WA Gregory
1932 Rev. GR Willard

1934-37 Rev. TL Sanders
1937 Rev. HE Duttweiler
1940 Rev. Benjamin Holcomb
1942-47 Rev. Frederick Mumby
1948-50 Rev. Hedley Bennett
1951-56-59 Rev. R Worgess
1957-59 Rev. WC Lovejoy
1960 Rev. William Ladkau
1961 Rev. Thomas R Bank
1963-66 Rev. Cleon Abbott Jr.
1967-74 Rev. Russell S Smith
1974-83 Rev. Emery Hinkston
1983-93 Rev. Gilson Miller
1993-95 Rev. David Church
1995- Rev. James Kummer

Pastor James is the 47th pastor we have had since 1865.



A bit of History
In 1865 shortly after a church-wide conference, the Methodist Episcopal Class of Highland 
Station was organized and was connected with the Hartland Circuit of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church.  At the time of founding there were 7 members.

Meetings were first held in the School House of District #4 (located where McDonald’s is now at
M-59 and Milford Road) with preaching held every 2 weeks.  By 1877 the membership had 
grown to 15 and was described as being in “a generally prosperous condition.”

In 1883 the Board of Trustees decided Highland needed their own church. Over the next 2 years
the board raised funds to build one. By 1886 they had enough money saved to contract 2 local 
carpenters to build a church on 3 lots donated by J.B. and Betsy Crouse. Total cost of the 
construction was $1,273

The Church was completed and dedicated on November 4, 1886. Since the church had a belfry, 
a bell was needed. A collection was undertaken for the purchase and installation of a 624 pound 
bell costing $140. This bell is the same one that is currently located in our entrance drive.

In 1967 Highland and Clyde merged taking the title of Highland-Clyde United Methodist.

In 1970 the current parsonage was purchased, and in 1974 the name was changed to Highland United Methodist 
Church.

In 1980 the 94 year old church was sold to Highland Township. It became the Highland Township Library in 1982. It 
is now the Huron Valley Council for the Arts.

The present narthex, centrum, administrative
offices, kitchen and east classrooms were
constructed in 1980 on 9.56 acres. The first
service was held on May 10th 1981.  The service
began in the original church building. After singing
the first hymn, the congregation walked to the new building. Each person carried something from the old building, 
then they completed the worship service in the new church. The consecration service was held on May 31, 1981 

In May 1990 we held a service of 
consecration for the new educational wing
which is where the preschool and nursery 
rooms are now located.

In 2000 we paved the driveway, parking lot, erected new signs and made other building upgrades.

It was in September 2009 that we held the Grand Opening/Dedication of our Family
Life Center which added a gym/Kids Church Multi-purpose Room and significantly 
more classroom space for our expanding youth and educational programs.

With the additional youth and children's ministry spaces there is room for a 
multitude of other events and activities. like Upward Basketball & Cheer. The 
impact from the FLC on our congregation and community has been 
remarkable. It's hard to imagine life at HUMC without it. 

As we move into year 151, we must take the time to consider that each of us here has an obligation and a privilege 
to continue this work. How exciting it is to think about what God may have in store for Highland United Methodist 
Church in the years to come. Those who've brought us where we are probably couldn't imagine where we'd be, just as 
we cannot image where this church will be in another 150 years. We are reminded in 1 Corinthians 2:9, “No eye has seen,
no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what God has prepared for those who love him.” Happy Anniversary HUMC!



A Flash in Time
We have had thousands of members over the years each making his or her own unique contributions to God’s work. 

These pages may reflect but a moment or two in time, but their impact remains even today.

 

Musical Tidbit from the Past
During the 20s and 30s, the church had an 
orchestra of some 15 members. For example;
Sidney Beach—tenor horn or mellophone; 
Eugene Beach—trumpet; Asa and Jeanie 
Smith—saxophones; Wilma Huff Reid—Violin.

A Piano for the Ages by Steve Dorer

In the early part of the century there was of course no 
electricity and no recorded media of any kind. If there was 
music it was played on pump organs, which required the 
player to power the organ with their feet while playing with 
their hands, or a piano. Pianos were essentially the ipod of 
their time. Sheet music and a piano was the manner in 
which music was most frequently played. It required an 
instrument, an easily read piece of music, and a pianist. 
Pianos were highly popular though they were large and 
heavy. At the turn of the century there were hundreds of 
piano manufacturers in the U.S. The church spinet was 
manufactured by the Grinell Brothers which had factories
in Detroit, Windsor and Holly. Purchased in 1955 this piano
found it's home in the old church building on Livingston and
St John. It was moved to the new building and served the 
congregation until 1998. It now sits in the far east room of 
the church and is still used on occasion. It has a bright 
tone. Clara May Beach described it's sound as strident. 
This is the first piano that I ever played in church. It was 
played at many weddings including my own. It was of 
course a source of comfort at many funerals and I played it 
at my father's. In terms of an instrument it has a retail value
of about 300.00. However because of the role it's played in 
countless lives past and present I think it is a priceless link 
to the past. I proudly sit on the bench that came with this 
instrument every Sunday. 

The piano was initially purchased by the church because 
Frank & Marion Weaver were getting married and they 
needed some good sounding music for their big day.

A Humorous Memory from Quite Some Time Ago

With an average attendance of 25 members, one of our 
former pastors commented that his goal for Highland UMC 
was to have someone in every pew on Sunday morning. 
When the time came for him to move to another church, 
Clara Mae Beach and Jeanie Smith remembered his 
remark (that had never been achieved) and set out to make 
it happen. They contacted all the church members and 
asked the congregation to spread out so that there was 
someone in every pew for his last Sunday. Some pews only
had one person in them, but his goal was accomplished. 
There were probably 35 people at church that morning.

Did you know we're covered?

The steal beams used to support the roof in the 
Family Life Center were covered in Scriptures 
and prayers, written by church members at the 
Ground-breaking ceremony. There they remain.

Our Longest-time Members!

Rosco Smith (since 1943)
Frank Weaver (1944)
Marion Weaver (1952)
Joanne Gofton (1955)
Cheryl Phillips (1962)
Eileen Hefflebower

Youth Ministry Sweethearts Turned Couples!

Glen & Linda Betts (44 years)
    Aug. 14, 1971
Steve & Sherrill Dorer (32 years)
    July 17, 1983
 

Congratulations! Many More!

A Walk Through Time Display

Be sure to take some time to visit the 
historical picture display of this immediate 
area in Highland. Special thanks goes out to
Eugene Beach and the Highland Township 
Historical Society for sharing with us today. 
This is only a partial display of all the 
Society offers. For more info visit the HTHS 
website, www.highlandtownshiphistoricalsociety.com.



“God can do anything, you know – far more than you could ever
imagine or guess or request in your wildest dreams! He does it not by
pushing us around, but by working within us, His Spirit deeply and
gently within us.”  – Ephesians 3:20 (The Message)

To the right, there is a picture of a snow covered bell. It is a gray
and dreary looking day. Yet, there is something beautiful about
the way that bell stands there, white and cold looking. Is it the
pureness of the snow, or the faded background from the heavy
sky? Maybe it's the cross from which it's hanging. The bell just
stands out. There is a sense of strength and hope and
determination in that bell. What a lovely symbol for us as we
move into the future with HUMC. Only God knows the plan, but
we can trust that His plan is good. There is evidence all around.

I remember when I was in grade school. 
Eileen Hefflebower was my Sunday 
School teacher. Every Christmas she 
had a great party with a tinsel Christmas
tree and those scented candy cane 
pens. Everyone always wanted to come 
because they knew they'd get a pen to 
take home. Eileen was such a great 
Sunday School teacher. She taught us 
the Bible and had us memorize 
Scripture. She also had cool crafts and 
made learning fun. Thanks Eileen!

- Sherrill Dorer

Thoughts from Members of Days Gone By

What the Church Means to Me by Debbie Williams

The Church is a House of Prayer, and a place to feel God's 
presence. It is a sanctuary from the worries of life. The Church is a 
community where people can all be friends and united with God in 
World brotherhood. The Church is a fellowship of people serving in 
may ways, for example: teaching in the Church school, singing in 
the Choir, and helping in many other ways to express love for God 
and need for a better way of life. We can serve the Church by giving
even the smallest of gifts, or what we can and want to give.

On Purpose! What Stewardship Means to Me
by Clara Mae Beach

Last Spring I took a trip called, “In the Footsteps of Paul” and I 
should like to continue to follow in his footsteps in the matter of 
stewardship. In his second letter to the Corinthians 9:7, Paul said, 
“Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give.”

I am not asked to give more than I did last year, but I am asked to 
give purposely. My pledge should not be the same as it was last 
year, because I unthinkingly make it the same. Stewardship means 
thoughtful consideration of the mission of the Church, the needs, 
and my opportunities to share. I want to purpose in my heart, and 
not just my mind, so that my giving will be strengthened by warmth, 
compassion, and love.

The verse has further advice, “not grudgingly, or of necessity: for 
God loveth a cheerful giver.” Sometimes when I've found myself 
thinking, “the very least I should give,” I've realized that is 
grudgingly and of necessity, so I've doubled my gift, and I've more 
than doubled my joy!

Someone has said that youth is the age of finding and getting; 
adulthood of giving and spending. Of what value the first without the
latter? It's like being all dress up and no place to go!

Christ came to give me 'life' and I want to have it more 'abundantly' 
by spending myself generously and cheerfully.

HUMC Christmas 1954 in old church. Be 
sure to check the church website for info 
about this year's Christmas Eve services.

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we 
will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who 
belong to the family of believers. Galatians 6:9-10



Voices from the Past
There are many stories of transformation and hope here at HUMC. All we ever need to do is ask someone. Just don't be afraid to
share. It's quite possible that God has a plan to use His work in your life to do a powerful work in the life of someone willing to listen.

When asked, members described the impact 
that HUMC has had on their lives and their faith 
in the following way:

• “The church and my faith in God have served as the 
rock in my life.”

• “I mostly would not be here today without the prayers 
and support of HUMC.”

• “It has been a safe place, a place that makes it easy 
to be in church.”

• “It's a worship center and a place of help and hope.”

• “It changed my outlook to a positive one.”

• “The church is my family.”

• “The church has changed me from a new church goer
to a Christian, and it has transformed my life and my 
wife's life.”

What do you say? How has HUMC impacted your life?
Share your story with someone today!

Generation after generation stands in awe of 
your work; Each one tells of your mighty acts.

- Psalm 145:4 (The Message)  

I am not alone. Things may still be tough 
sometimes, but I have somewhere to turn. I 
know my future's going to be better because I 
now have Christ in my life. - Julie Kline

“A church building is essentially a house 
to permit the Lord's people to gather for 
worship and witness. The building itself is 
NEITHER sacred nor holy. It is only the 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PEOPLE that
can be considered in these terms.”

- Board of Global Ministries, 1980

So, if the building is not the Church, what 
then is the Church?

“I am the Church! You are the Church! 
We are the Church together! All who 
follow Jesus, all around the world- Yes, 
we are the Church together!

Others were asked, “What drew you here? What 
keeps you here?” Here's what they said.

BOB KLINE

We were invited to church by Jon and Jenni Cohen. We are 
surrounded by good people here. There are great activities 
and involvement for our children as they learn about God. I 
have taken several classes with my wife. We like the 
connection of all ages through HUMC.

MONICA PHILLIPS

Family connection was important. My husband's relatives 
attend. We have made somewhat of a connection with similar
age couples and their children but are comfortable with older 
adults and families. Family and children events are 
outstanding and provide emphasis as an all church event 
opportunity. Leadership provides a cross-generation appeal.

DARCY STEVENSON

We were drawn to HUMC by kids programs provided. It was 
the interest of our children that determined our willingness to 
stay here. The adult class offerings when we arrived were 
exceptional - 40 Days of Purpose, Financial Peace, Disciple 
classes, small group involvement cemented our decision to 
stay at Highland. Love connection with youth ministry and 
when children were younger – kids' programming. There is 
an “all age” connection and opportunity to BE mentored and 
to offer the opportunity to mentor others.

I am very grateful for my church family and 
just want to say thank you!

- Scott Robinson

This is my family. I hate to be away from my 
family very long. So I think that's it. I walk 
through that door and [big sigh], it's like 
there's energy. One of my sons said, “Mom, 
it's incredible what you have going on at that 
church. They love each other.”

- Martha Schwaninger

“I've had the privilege of watching this 
church grow. I've witnessed our member and
guests attend worship services, find peace, 
grow in faith, and serve each other. It is clear
that God's grace has brought us from strong 
roots to the thriving congregation it has 
become. What a blessing to share what we 
have! We should be saying Hallelujah!”

- Pastor James, 2010



A Renewed Vision for HUMC
As we celebrate the past 150 years of HUMC, we want to be sure to make it
more than a time of pure nostalgia. We want to make our 150th church
anniversary a starting point for the future, both on an individual basis and as
a church. To help us do that, we are using this occasion to kick off our new
logo and church 'motto'. Though leadership has prayed and worked hard to
develop this new look, it will be up to all of us to make it our identity.

Eleven years ago this month, HUMC embarked on an all church study called
The 40 Days of Purpose by Rick Warren. During that monumental event, we
grew as we came to understand Christ's five purposes for our lives and the
church's life. Our continued effort administratively has been to keep those
purposes alive and balanced in all we do: Worship, Discipleship, Fellowship,
Ministry, and Evangelism have been a constant consideration in our planning.

Today, those purposes are as important as ever, and we plan to keep them in
the mix of everything we do. After all, they are the purposes evident through
the life of Christ. With that in mind, we will continue to keep them in the mix of
our planning, only now they will be more behind the scenes. Our new words
will take the lead. Connect. Grow. Serve. Experience Life With Us. 

We are about to move into our third week of another all church study, When
God Spirit Moves by Jim Cymbala. Let us do so with thanksgiving and
expectation. With the Holy Spirit leading the way, we can all Connect. Grow.
Serve., and experience life together like we've never done before. We can all
use the simple to understand language and vision to invite others and share
the work of our church with those who aren't aware of the mighty love and
plan Christ has for all of us. It is up to us to allow His leading for the next 150
years. Let's do this!

Be sure to grab a brochure from the CGS table so you can read all about it this new way to experience church and share 
church with others.




