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Simple Abundance 

John 10:1-11 Pastor Tom Anderson 

Simplify. That’s the word we are going to embrace from now to the end of the year. We are a 

society of more. We are a people who want and expect more. More achievements. More progress. 

More victories. More recognition. More success. More productivity. More applause. More purchasing 

power. More quality. More points. More credits. More college degrees. Yet at the same time we want 

less. Less exhaustion. Less meetings. Less responsibilities. Less expectations. Less pressure. Less 

messages coming in. Less e-mail. Less voice-mail. Less lists. What would be the one thing I can do such 

that by doing it everything else will be easier or unnecessary? Hear the Good News: there is one thing 

you can do such that by doing it, everything else will become easier and perhaps even unnecessary! 

Picture Jesus in John 10. He has just finished performing an astounding miracle in chapter 9, healing 

a man born blind. In recent years, archeologists have identified the very pool of Siloam in Jerusalem 

where this event took place. You would think everyone would be wildly amazed and happy at this 

healing but you’d be wrong. The leadership got wind of it and immediately began to criticize the whole 

miracle. You see it did not happen according to the by-laws of the organization. The official priestly 

leadership had decided that since healing was work you couldn’t do it on the Sabbath therefore Jesus 

didn’t do a miracle, but instead he committed a sin! How crazy is that? It reminds me of the time in 

graduate school we lived in a seminary apartment. An ice dam formed on the roof during Thanksgiving 

and water began pouring through our ceiling into the kitchen. Frantically I called the building manager. 

He thanked me for the report but said that due to his union contract he would be out to look at when 

the holiday was over in 3 days. “What should I do in the meantime?” I asked. “Just watch it.” He said. An 

hour after I got off the phone I watched all the plaster of the kitchen ceiling fall to the floor. How crazy is 

that? Leadership isn’t about enforcing by-laws and contracts. Leadership is about using good judgement. 

Only a bureaucrat would let a ceiling fall. Only a bureaucrat would call a miracle a sin. 

Jesus responds to this craziness by telling a parable in chapter 10. It’s the only parable recorded in 

John. The parable starts in verse 1 with the words, “Truly, truly I say to you…” and the second part of the 

chapter is Jesus’ interpretation of the parable which starts in verse 7 with the same words, “Truly, truly, 

I say to you…” The point of this parable is to explain why people should listen to Jesus and not the 

priestly bureaucracy. Jesus makes the case that his authority is far superior to any priest or rabbi. This 

was a very dangerous thing to do. Powerful people do not take it kindly when an interloper comes to 

dismiss their rightful authority. Or to put it another way, when the perfect came, the good didn’t like it. 

Jesus tells them he is the good shepherd. This is not just a pretty word picture. It is an audacious 

claim to be God. Every Jewish school boy knew that God alone was the shepherd of Israel. No less than 
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Jacob himself confessed in Genesis 48:15, “God is my shepherd.”  This became a standard image of God 

in Jewish worship, “Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel…stir up your might and come to save us!” (Ps 80:1-2) 

Micah the prophet predicted that the Messiah would come from Bethlehem to “shepherd his flock in 

the strength of the Lord.” (Mi. 5:2-4). What does this mean? It means that in light of Jesus Christ being 

the Shepherd of Israel, the priests and the rabbis were obsolete. Their positions had been eliminated. 

They were outmoded—like slide rules, pay phones, and floppy discs. 

Jesus offered a way to simplify: the entire Jewish bureaucracy replaced by the singular authority of 

the Messiah. Wow. How much simpler life would be if you had one authority—Jesus Christ? 

Jesus tells them he is the door or gate. Again, this is not a mere metaphor, it is an audacious claim to 

replace the Holy Temple itself. The Temple was referred to as the “gate of heaven.” Jacob exclaims in 

Genesis 28 after he encounters God in a night vision at Bethel, “This is none other than the house of 

God, the gate of heaven.” The temple was the door way into the Divine presence. You were to enter his 

gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise. It was the door of heaven. And Jesus replaced it. 

They are going to blow up the Silverdome sometime soon. By this time next year the stadium will be 

gone with no trace. No one goes to the Silverdome anymore because there’s nothing to see. Some wags 

say there never was anything to see there. The Silverdome is out dated. It’s been replaced.  

There are 4,200 different religions in the world. That’s enough to cause despair. That’s a giant 

hairball of beliefs, rituals, and altars. Simplify. Jesus is the only altar. He’s the door to heaven. 

Jesus says he is the owner of the sheep in verse 12. The priests and rabbis are no better than hired 

hands. They are middle managers. Their judgment and authority drops to nothing when the owner walks 

into the store. Middle managers follow corporate procedures. But owners do as they please. If you’re 

having trouble at the customer service desk, you appeal to higher authority. You ask, “Can I speak to 

your supervisor?” or even, “Is the owner in?”  

It was God who said to the nation of Israel gathered at the foot of Mt. Sinai, “You shall be my 

treasured possession.” (Exodus 19:5). God owns Israel. And in Jesus Christ, God the owner has shown 

up. All other religious leaders are mere middle managers. The owner is here. Life just got much simpler! 

If I’m willing to concede that Jesus is the Shepherd, The Door and the owner then the next question 

is who is his flock and how can I get into his flock?  

For the Jewish leadership it was a matter of blood descent. You needed to be a physical descendant 

of Abraham. Many Native American tribes offer health and housing benefits sometimes casino proceeds 

to all who can prove their descent. In most cases you need to prove that you are at least 1/16 native 

blood which is one great-grandparent. A simple DNA test for many people can qualify them for tribal 
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distributions. But Jesus makes it clear that being in his flock is not a matter of DNA evidence. This is not 

what makes someone God’s possession. He says in verse 16, “And I have other sheep that are not of this 

fold…” This is clearly a reference to Gentiles who are outside the Jewish bloodline. 

The Jewish leaders had one other mark that determined who was in the flock: observing the law. 

Sabbaths, circumcision, sacrifice, kosher foods, the festivals of Passover, Pentecost, Booths, and the Day 

of Atonement—doing these things regularly and faithfully under the authority of the priests is what 

marked one out as a true Jew. It was very complicated. The Rabbis identified 613 laws in the Bible that 

had to be carefully interpreted and applied to life. People flocked to their leaders for the proper 

interpretation and application of every law. Yet it was the Apostle Paul who pointed out that ironically 

Father Abraham who did none of these things. He did not even have them. So what made Abraham part 

of God’s flock? It was faith. Abraham believed the Word of God as it was given to him. This is precisely 

Jesus’ point when he says, “The sheep follow the shepherd because they know his voice.” (10:4) 

To be a part of the flock is a matter of faith—believing in the Good Shepherd. We are not being 

asked to learn a list of rituals and regulations. We are not being asked to agree to a set of doctrines. We 

are being asked to trust in a person— Jesus Christ. Christianity is always about following a man. It is 

about a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Not blood. Not law but faith. Even today in Israel, 

Bedouin shepherds will bring their flocks to the watering hole. Suddenly 8 or 9 different flocks mix 

together in one mass of sheep. But the shepherds do not fret about how to separate them. After they’ve 

drank their fill, the shepherds call to their sheep and the sheep separate and come to their master’s 

voice. That’s all Jesus requires: know him and follow his voice. Simplify. 

Jesus wants to be your One Thing. Hearing and following his voice is the one thing that if you do it 

will make everything else in your life easier or even unnecessary. But why should I?  

Jesus gives three reasons. First he alone is legitimate. He’s not a hired hand, he’s the owner. He’s 

not a teacher. He is God. Next he laid down his life for the sheep. This sets him apart from every other 

religious leader. He died in place of his followers in order to deliver them from sin and death. His death 

isn’t a tragedy but the greatest work of his life. Third, he gives abundant life. People who follow Jesus 

consistent report they have abundant comfort, abundant love, abundant faith and abundant hope. They 

know their life matters. They have a steadfast conviction of the dignity, the purpose and the meaning of 

life. They get up every morning eager and joyful to hear where the voice of Jesus will lead them today. 

Simplify. It starts by making Jesus Christ the one thing, the one voice you hear and follow.  

 

 


