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A Contribution to the Lord 

Exodus 35:4-29 Pastor Tom Anderson 

In the last 20 weeks we have seen the Gospel of Jesus Christ revealed in the book of Exodus. What a 

wonderful journey we have been on! It began with the story of deliverance from slavery in Egypt. The 

second leg took us to Mt. Sinai where the law of God was revealed. The third part was the instructions 

for building the Tabernacle which were rudely interrupted by the ghastly sin of the Golden Calf. Now we 

come to the closing moments of our journey: the building of the Tabernacle beginning with an offering.  

It is the duty of God’s leader to ask the congregation to make an offering. God did not ask Moses to 

do this but verse 4 tells us that he commanded Moses to do this. But let’s be clear: while Moses is under 

divine orders to ask, the congregation is not. Whatever response they make is their free choice. They 

can give a little, a lot or nothing at all. They are not being commanded. They are being asked. But not so 

Moses. Moses is under God’s command. He can’t refuse. He can’t argue with God and say, “I don’t want 

to talk about money—people might be offended.” He can’t complain or hesitate or avoid or evade. He 

must do what his commanding officer tells him to do. He must ask for a contribution. This is what 

leaders do. If you are uncomfortable talking about giving in church, never become a pastor. Never 

become a leader in God’s church because leaders must ask. That is what God orders them to do. 

Moses is not asking for himself. He’s not asking people to give to the Tabernacle capital campaign 

project. He’s not fundraising for an operating budget. Verse 5 makes it plain, “Take a contribution to the 

LORD.” They don’t give to a building project. They don’t give to a budget. They give to a person, namely 

The LORD God who saved them. This is the difference between fundraising and stewardship. Fundraising 

is about giving money to a cause. Stewardship is about giving to the person Jesus Christ. This morning, 

I’m going to ask you to give to Jesus and nothing else. 

Yet Moses is clear and unambiguous about what God needs from them. The list includes precious 

metals, yarn, leather, wood, oil, spices and semi-precious stones. If your son asked for a loaf of bread, 

would you give him a stone instead? If your daughter asked for a fish, would you give her a snake 

instead? No. You know how to give to your children what they need. Likewise, God tells the people 

exactly what he needs to accomplish his mission which in this case is to build a Tabernacle. Here’s an 

obvious, yet neglected, principle of giving: don’t give the gift you’d like to receive yourself, give the gift 

you know the recipient wants. Guys, let your giving be guided by your recipient and you’ll never find 

yourself giving your wife a vacuum cleaner for Christmas! 

God doesn’t not want metal, yarn, wood or stone from you this morning. So don’t be thinking you 

have to run to Home Depot before the offering today! What God needs is listed in your membership 

vows: your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service and your witness. You will find each of these 
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items on your commitment card this morning. It starts out, “I love Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior. I 

believe in compassionate Christian community.” Whatever you do with this card do it towards Jesus 

Christ, not me, not your pride, not out of duty but out of love to Jesus. Give what you give to Jesus. He 

wants prayer. You have the opportunity to commit to the practice of daily prayer. He wants presence. 

You have the opportunity to commit to regular worship attendance and Bible Study. He wants service. 

You have the opportunity to commit to volunteering in a ministry. He wants witnesses. You have an 

opportunity to commit to inviting others to worship with us. He wants financial support. You have an 

opportunity to commit to the practice of weekly giving. You don’t need to go to Home Depot. Everything 

that is on Jesus’ want list this morning is in your heart. It is in your power to decide what to do next. 

After Moses made this ask, look what happens in verse 21—they all go home to think about it! 

There is no coercion. No guilt. No shame. No emotional manipulation. They looked into their hearts. 

They looked into their own spirits. They decided on the basis of what they found there. This is where 

giving comes from! It doesn’t come from guilt, shame or a stand-up comedy routine in the pulpit. It 

comes from hearts that have been stirred by the Holy Spirit. It comes from spirits moved with the fire of 

the Holy Spirit. Stewardship is not about raising money, it is about stirring hearts with the good news of 

Jesus Christ. When hearts are stirred, God will have all he needs to accomplish his mission. 

This is why people give: “All the men and women whose heart moved them to bring 

anything…brought it as a freewill offering to the LORD.” (35:29) Giving is just a symptom of the heart. 

Jesus understood this so he said, “Where your heart is, there your treasure will be also.” If you wonder 

where your heart is, spend some time going line by line through your debit-card transactions. The key to 

healthy church finances and healthy church attendance and healthy church engagement is the heart. 

Churches never have money problems. I’ve been a pastor for 33 years and I’ve never seen a church with 

money problems or attendance problems or participation problems. What I have seen is lots and lots 

and lots of heart trouble. The Tabernacle was built out of the hearts of the people. Likewise the mission 

of Highland United Methodist Church is built on what—better, who—is stirring in our hearts. 

If you skip to 36:6 you’ll see the people gave so abundantly that Moses had to tell them to stop! 

What on earth was in their hearts to cause this? What was in their hearts was a sense of wonder at all 

that God had done for them. What was in their hearts was a burning desire to make amends for the sin 

of the Golden Calf. What was in their hearts was great joy that God was going to dwell in their presence. 

There is an old saying: Whatever is in the well will come up in the bucket. The commitment card you 

have in your hands isn’t a piece of paper. It’s a bucket you drop down into your heart. If Jesus is in there, 

he’ll come out in the bucket. 


