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It’s Tough to be God 

Exodus 32:7-14 Pastor Tom Anderson 

I was in another church this week and the pass code for their Wi-Fi was the phrase “no judgement 

zone”. My dog would love it! He would be the perfect church member! He’s so non-judgmental, so 

tolerant and so accepting of all people, he’ll lay his head on anyone’s lap. He doesn’t care if your name is 

Harvey Weinstein, Stephen Paddock or Kim Jung-un. What makes him this way? He has absolutely no 

moral conscience. If anyone wants to be truly free of judgmentalism, it’s an easy thing to do: just declare 

war on all moral conscience. God did not make us dogs. God made us in his image and a large part of 

that image is a moral conscience. We can discern right from wrong. 

What we have on display in these verses today is the moral conscience of God. “Let me alone that 

my wrath may burn hot,” he says. God is not a dog. He gets upset when people are faithless. He gets 

upset at all the killing, the adultery, lying, cheating and stealing that goes on in the world. Who among 

us can read the headlines and not become angry and depressed? In fact there is research to suggest that 

constant exposure to television news can have a negative effect on your mental health. It is a good thing 

that exposure to stories about war, abuse and moral failure should be distressing because it 

demonstrates that most of us still have a functioning moral conscience capable of getting upset. That’s 

why it is a good idea to limit your exposure to negative news so that you are not constantly 

overwhelmed. 

It’s tough to be God because it is so easy for God’s children to be lost. In Exodus, God has been 

working tirelessly since the birth of Moses to save and deliver the people from slavery. He then adopts 

them as his children and makes them into a great nation. He’s poured himself out for more than eighty 

years but as soon as they had the chance the people built a Golden Calf. It’s like going on a shopping trip 

and coming home to find your spouse has re-married and you’re not allowed in the house anymore. The 

faithlessness, the disrespect and ingratitude is shocking. It’s easy for God’s people to be lost. 

Consider this mission statement of a well-known university: "To be plainly instructed and consider 

well that the main end of your life and studies is to know God and Jesus Christ." Founded in 1636, this 

university employed exclusively Christian professors, emphasized character formation in its students 

above all else, and placed a strong emphasis on equipping ministers to share the good news. Every 

diploma read, Christo et Ecclesiae around Veritas, meaning "Truth for Christ and the Church." You've 

probably heard of this school. It's called Harvard University. I think they lost their way. 

Abraham Piper is the son of the well-known pastor and author John Piper. At the age of 19, he, 

walked away from his Christian faith. For the next four years, in his words, he "just wanted to drink 

gallons of cheap sangria and sleep around." Of course his parents were "brokenhearted and baffled." 
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After four years of living as a prodigal son, Abraham returned to the Lord and reunited with his parents. 

Based on his experience, he offers the following advice to mothers and fathers of wayward children: 

Don't expect them to be Christ like. If your son is not a Christian, he won't act like one, and its hypocrisy 

if he does …. His most dangerous problem is unbelief—not partying. No matter how your child's 

behavior proves his unbelief, always focus on his heart's sickness than its symptoms. 

It’s tough to be God because God’s children are so easily lost. Is he not entitled to be upset? 

It’s tough to be God because it is not easy for God’s children to be found. When God says to Moses, 

“Let me alone…that I may consume them.” Is he not signaling to Moses that he can successfully 

intercede on their behalf? He’s telling Moses that if he stands in the breach, the people will be saved. In 

order to get the full picture of God’s character in this story you must see God at work on both sides of 

the equation. God reveals his wrath but he also inspires Moses thereby revealing his mercy. What it 

requires to find God’s lost children is intercession. The intercession of Moses is not unlike the 

intercession of Jesus Christ upon the cross.  

In 1846 Joseph Pitezel was the Methodist Missionary of the Upper Peninsula. It was his dream to 

plant a church among the copper mining towns in the Keweenaw Peninsula. About Midnight, he and his 

wife launched a canoe in L’Anse on Keweenaw Bay. They waited until this hour because they knew 

Superior was calm at night. They paddled 9 hours straight before coming to the swamps outside what is 

now the village of Lake Linden. They had to jump out in waist deep water and pull the boat through the 

weeds and muck to shore. It was 9 o’clock in the morning. They had two blankets and a five dollar bill. 

They began to walk to the community of Central Mine—a distance of about 30 miles through clouds of 

black flies. Arriving in town they were appalled. There were no women and no children. It was a town of 

several hundred men who had nothing to do but work, drink and fight. There was no church. 

Pitiezel began to preach. He kept it up for 6 weeks at which point the 5 dollars was gone. He did not 

succeed in organizing a church but he did get 30 men to sign a pledge card that they would never drink 

again. It’s tough to be God because once his children are lost, it is not easy to find them again. It 

requires intercession. Midnight canoe trips on dangerous waters. Braving clouds of mosquitoes. Poverty. 

A skeptical and unreceptive audience who could care less about God as long as there was plenty to 

drink. God’s children are hard to find when they are caught up with wealth, politics, recreation, and 

their Twitter feed. Once God’s children become convinced they don’t need him, his Bible or his church, it 

becomes really hard work to find them. In fact if you don’t burn with enthusiasm and necessity, you 

won’t find a single soul. It’s tough to be God. 
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It is tough to be God because God cannot rest until his children come home. “And the LORD relented 

from the disaster that he had spoken of bringing on his people.” (32:14) It’s clear that God was never 

really going to do it. He wanted his people to know a) they deserved destruction; b) God was righteous 

in his anger towards them; and c) Moses’ intercession was inspired by God to show them that what he 

really wants to do is save them and bring them back to him.  

Some years ago a couple in my church was having real problems. The wife was working. The children 

were grown and gainfully employed. But Dad stayed home on disability. He spent his days cutting 

firewood, smoking marijuana and watching internet porn. He never came to church. I agonized about 

how to reach this guy. When it came time for the annual men’s retreat to camp Barakel, I invited him to 

come and offered to pay his way. To my surprise he said yes. I can’t count how many times he said no to 

me but this time he said yes. After one of the chapel services, he went forward during the altar call and 

gave his life to Christ. His mother was a member of the church. His brothers went. His wife and children 

were deeply involved but he hadn’t come to church in 50 years. After the retreat, a very slow but steady 

transformation began to move in his life. We met for prayer. I gave him a Bible. We began to read it 

together. He began to pray and give me prayer requests. They he started coming on Sundays. A few 

years later when he had cancer surgery, he became the source of strength for his family.  

Nearly everybody in his life had given up on him as a hopeless loser. Not even I expected him to 

agree to go off for a weekend with a bunch of other guys he didn’t know very well. But clearly God had 

not given up. Clearly God was not content with the course of this man’s life. Clearly its cases like this 

that keep God up at night. The rest of us sleep peacefully because we have given up on their eternal 

destiny. But not God. He can’t stop caring. Even when they were driving nails into his hands on the 

cross, he was praying for them. It’s tough to be God because he can’t rest until his children come home. 

On February 24, 2001 a little one year old girl named Erika Norby wandered away from her home in 

Edmonton, Alberta. It was 10*F. She was gone all night until her mother found her in the snow the next 

morning. She was not breathing and appeared to be frozen stiff. They took her to the hospital. Slowly 

the doctors warmed her body over a period of time. Her heart began. She breathed. Life returned. There 

was no measurable brain damage. It was a miracle.  

Many have wandered away from the church. Many appear to be dead in soul, stiff and lifeless in 

their spirits. Their hearts are hardened. Their ears like tin. Yet our heavenly Father knows they are 

missing. Yet he searches and yearns for them. Yet he has it in his power to restore life to their long 

neglected souls. It’s tough to be God because God’s children are so easily lost, so difficult to find. It’s 

tough to be God because his heart is restless until all have been found again. 


