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God’s Dwelling Place 

Exodus 25:1-22 Pastor Tom Anderson 

The event in Las Vegas last Sunday has forced us to look into the face of evil. We do not know what 

the killer was thinking. We do know that he had been wanting to do this for a long time. We do know he 

spent a lot of money and a lot of time to make it happen. This only serves to heighten our disbelief. If 

you have been acting or believing as if Satan was dead, I urge you to reconsider the reality of evil in our 

world. We are up against the forces of hell. Jesus said that Satan wants to do three things: 1) to steal our 

faith, 2) to destroy our hope and 3) to kill—starting with the innocent. This constitutes the kind of trial 

Jesus had in mind when he taught us to pray “save us from the time of trial.” We are in it now. We can 

see a hurricane coming for weeks in advance but Satan works in secret until his fateful ambush. 

Satan does not discriminate. He doesn’t care who you are, how you live, or where you come from. 

He wants to take you--body and soul. Death does not respect times or places. As the Lord once said to 

the rich man in the parable, “Fool, this night your soul is required of you. And these things you have 

stored up, whose will they be?” Is your soul protected from Satan? Is your soul prepared for death at 

this very hour? These are not idle questions! They press on us with the urgency of a heart attack. 

If there is a message for us from Las Vegas it is this: America wake up and come back to church! By 

this I do not mean just putting bodies into empty seats. I mean the reawakening of Christian faith. The 

embracing of spiritual and moral truth is the only effective weapon against spiritual evil. The best way 

for us to honor the dead is to return to God and live for him. We are in the business of reclaiming human 

souls from the power of evil. Our best response is to step it up. Step up our efforts to share the gospel, 

step up our efforts to make disciples and step up our efforts to build the church.  

Which brings me to Exodus 25 and the instructions for how to build the tabernacle. Moses goes into 

the cloud of glory on top of Mt. Sinai to meet with God. What follows is unbelievable: 7 dull chapters of 

tedious instructions. The details are mind-numbing: precise measurements, descriptions of artwork. A 

lengthy materials list which even includes a recipe for incense.  

Let me give you the key verse for all of this. If you understand this one verse it will explain the rest 

to you: “Let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst.” (25:8) God does not need this 

sanctuary nor does he need the sacrifices that will be offered there. The people need his presence. The 

people need his guiding light. God wants to be directly accessible to this chosen group of sinners. This is 

the business of the church. We are here to make a sanctuary so that God might dwell in our midst. In 

the face of Las Vegas is there anyone who doesn’t think we need a sanctuary; who doesn’t think we 

need God to come and live by our side?  

God wants to dwell among his people, not on some far off Mt. Olympus.  
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God created the world as his tabernacle. In Genesis chapter one he forms the sea, the earth and the 

heavens. He fills them with plants, animals, birds, sun, moon and stars. Then in chapter two he plants a 

garden—a special place in his creation. He places Adam and Eve in the garden to care for it like a priest 

cares for the temple. At the center of the garden is the “Tree of Life”, representing the blessing and 

source of life in God. Here in the garden God walks and talks with Adam like a parent and child. Genesis 

tells us on the seventh day God rested or in other words he takes up residence in his creation like a 

monarch sitting on his throne.  

The parallels between Eden and the Tabernacle are many. Here’s just a few: 

Adam is asked to “keep” the garden. The priests are asked to “keep” the tabernacle (Nm 3:7-8)  

Eden has its entrance on the east (Gn 3:24) and the Tabernacle has its entrance on the east. 

Cherubim guard the entrance to Eden and Cherubim appear on the veil guarding the holy place. 

The point here is that creation is God’s cathedral. He dwells in his creation. The heavens tell of his 

glory. The trees clap their hands in his praise and the beasts of the field sing for his joy. 

The Tabernacle revealed to Moses is intended to represent the new creation of God. Just as God 

created the world in 7 days ending with the Sabbath. God gives the plans for the Tabernacle in 7 

speeches ending with a caution not to do work on the Sabbath. The outer courtyard of the Tabernacle is 

filled with images of the earthly creation: the sea, beasts of the field, almond blossoms and palm trees. 

The inner court is filled with symbols of the visible skies: sun, moon, stars. Finally the holy of holies 

represents the unseen heavens: God’s throne room and the angels. The Tabernacle then proclaims the 

future. It is the will of God to restore mankind to the Garden of Eden. It is the will of God to restore the 

relationship he once had with Adam and Eve. The Tabernacle provides a limited access for a sinful 

people and announces a future when the access will be full and free. 

The Tabernacle disappeared from history—although according to Raiders of the Lost Ark, it’s in a 

government warehouse. The Gospel announces Jesus Christ to be the new tabernacle: “The Word 

became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory…” (Jn 1:14) Jesus identified his own body 

as the Temple of the Lord. He said, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up” (Jn 2:18). 

Indeed, when Jesus died on the cross, the curtain of the Temple was torn in two from top to bottom 

thereby declaring that the earthly temple was now obsolete. The symbol had been replaced by the 

reality, Jesus Christ. By his Holy Spirit he now dwells in his church, “In Christ you also are being built 

together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.” (Ep 2:22). 

God’s new creation has already begun in Jesus Christ. Believers are the priesthood of God’s newly 

created temple. Peter said, “You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation a people for his 
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own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 

marvelous light.” (1Pt 2:9). In other words it is the mission of the church to expand the temple. We are 

to be in a constant, energetic and enthusiastic program of expansion and growth. We build with human 

souls. With every soul we add to the church, the cathedral of God’s presence rises toward completion. 

We are to keep building until we hear a loud voice from the throne say, “Behold the dwelling place of 

God is with man. He will dwell with them and they will be his people and God himself will be with them 

as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes and death shall be no more, neither shall 

there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” (Rv 21:3-4) 

I met with our brother Steve Cohen who gave me a tour of Auburn Hills where he serves as the city 

planner. It was fascinating and I learned a lot that I never knew about development. One thing that stuck 

with me about healthy and vital cities: the only way to maintain health is to grow. If a city stops growing 

and re-developing it soon enters a downward spiral that is almost impossible to escape. The Bible’s 

message is clear from Genesis 1: God wants to build a temple and live in it with us. But the only way this 

temple can be maintained is if it is always expanding outward, adding and growing. We don’t build with 

asphalt and concrete. We build with human beings and our mortar is faith.  

This morning the churches in Las Vegas are packed just as they were in New York City after 9-11. 

People have been awakened to the reality of evil and now they want to know if there is a word from the 

Lord. They want to know if there is a Gospel.  

God dwells in us right now by our faith in Jesus Christ. God dwells in us right now by means of the 

Holy Spirit who has been poured into our hearts. God made Jesus Christ to be his tabernacle on earth. 

All the fullness of God lives in Jesus. And now Jesus has chosen to dwell in his followers by the Holy 

Spirit. We are the priests in this tabernacle! As we share the gospel and unbelievers accept it then 

Satan’s power over their hearts is broken. Soul by soul we build the new tabernacle.  

After the flood in Houston, a distraught woman walked several miles through the water carrying her 

two small children to a refugee shelter. Safe inside she spied a chaplain and went to her and 

immediately began to pour out her heart. In tears she confessed that she felt so terribly alone. All her 

family lived out of state. The chaplain said that if she turned to Jesus Christ she would never be alone 

again. The woman began to weep uncontrollably and said she wanted that. She wanted everything that 

has to do with Jesus Christ. She surrendered herself to him on the spot. In the wake of the unfathomable 

darkness of Las Vegas the Gospel says, turn to Jesus Christ and you will never walk in darkness. You will 

walk in the one and only light and hope of the world. 

 


