
Come up to the Lord 

Exodus 24:1-18 Pastor Tom Anderson 

Do you remember the joy of being chosen to be on a team at school? Do you remember the joy of 

being asked to get married? Or perhaps you’ve know the joy of being picked for a job after extensive 

interviews? I’m here to tell you that the God of the Bible has chosen you. He wants to live in a covenant 

relationship with you. He promises to be with you to provide for you, to protect you and to save you. In 

return he asks you to fear, love and serve him as your Lord. This is to be a relationship of love, purpose 

and great significance. Who could possibly turn down this offer? This is why God brought the people to 

Mt. Sinai. He wants live among them as their God. He wants them to pledge themselves to be his 

people. God wants nothing less from you this morning! His will for you is exactly the same. 

Moses reads to the people the Book of the Covenant that he has just received directly from God and 

they respond in 24:3, “All the words that the Lord and spoken, we will do.” This is exactly what they said 

in 19:8 at the beginning of this scene. This pledge of obedience then serves as the bookends of the 

Revelation of God and his word on Mt. Sinai. It is a pledge freely given. The people are not threatened. 

The people are not bribed. They are given the chance to think for themselves and respond to God’s offer 

based on their knowledge of God’s character. This is what God wants from us: our free, unconditional 

and unhesitating obedience to him. We know how to obey ourselves. We often say, “I must be true to 

myself.” And this kind of pledge is what God wants from us—that we should be true to God first and 

foremost. In fact, it is in being true to God first that we become ourselves.  

Following their pledge, the people offer two kinds of sacrifices. First was the burnt offering. This was 

a sacrifice of atonement for sin. The people were to lay their hands on the ox and confess their sins over 

the animal. The animals then symbolically carried those sins away to death. Rituals are beliefs acted out. 

The belief is that God provides a way for our sins to be taken from us and put to death. That way is Jesus 

Christ. What the burnt offering could only symbolize, Jesus Christ actually accomplished. He died to take 

away our sins. Have you loaded your sins upon him? Have you loaded your hurts on him? Have you 

loaded your disappointments, regrets and griefs upon him? Or do you still carry them around? Do you 

still rehearse the story about how your nephew ruined your wedding banquet 37 years ago? Do you still 

smolder with indignation about how your business partner cheated you 20 years ago? Do you 

compulsively humiliate yourself for some failure you committed 16 years ago? Do you think you honor 

God by being constantly depressed, angry or guilty? The atonement of Christ is for you. He can cleanse 

your heart. He must cleanse your heart or you will not have life again. He heals broken hearts but you 

must give him all the pieces. 



When the sacrifices were finished, Moses took the blood and put half on the altar and with the 

other half he sprinkled on the people. The blood marked both God and the people. They were bound 

together by the blood of the atonement. God is bound to honor his promise to forgive, heal and provide. 

The people are bound to their promise to love, serve and obey. As he does this Moses utters the fateful 

words, “Behold the blood of the covenant” These are exactly the words Jesus uses at the Last Supper, 

“This is the blood of the covenant.” This is forever. This is for keeps. This is eternal. This is the only thing 

that matters: your covenant with God. It is like putting on the ring at a wedding. Each time we take 

communion it is like touching the ring and remembering it is God who has pledged his love to us. 

Following the covenant ceremony at the foot of Mount Sinai, Moses and his brother Aaron, and 

Aaron’s sons along with 70 elders went up the Mountain. Then comes one of the most astonishing 

verses in all the Bible, “they saw the God of Israel. There was under his feet as it were a pavement of 

sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness.”  All that is described however is the floor of heaven. 

Later on Moses clarifies this scene in Deuteronomy 4:15, “you saw no form on that day the LORD spoke 

to you at Horeb out of the midst of fire.” For the authors of scripture, to see the architecture of heaven 

was equivalent to seeing God because he dwells in heaven and infuses every piece of its architecture 

with his gracious presence. These 74 people then became witnesses to the rest of the nation that the 

covenant they had just made was not the product of their imaginations, God is for real.  

Likewise when Jesus rose from the dead he appeared to nearly 600 witnesses named in the New 

Testament. The apostle John was one of them. He wrote, “That which was from the beginning, which we 

have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon and touched with our 

hands…we proclaim also to you so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship 

is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.” (1 John 1:1, 3) Wow. 

A good friend of mine was an alcoholic. His wife was diagnosed with advanced colon cancer and was 

given only a slight chance of surviving her surgery. They had a little boy who might soon become 

motherless. Suddenly everything he had worked for, everything he had sought after, everything he had 

enjoyed in life became like ashes his mouth. Coming home from the hospital he found himself alone at 

the kitchen table trying to plan his wife’s funeral. He couldn’t do it. He couldn’t do anything. He felt so 

cold and dead. For the first time since childhood he put his head in his hands and prayed—just calling 

out to God in mercy. He recalls when he opened his eyes the room was filled with light—blinding, 

brilliant light. He closed his eyes and opened again and it was gone. That was the turning point—the 

assurance that God is for real. You can come to him. He wants you to. And nothing else in all of life could 

possibly be more important than this: to live in a saving relationship with him. 


