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On Eagle’s Wings 

Exodus 19:1-8 Pastor Tom Anderson 

Saint Thomas Aquinas offered 5 philosophical proofs for the existence of God. 

1. The first proof is motion. Everything in the universe is in motion. Your finger moves across the 

screen of your cell phone. Your furniture didn’t arrange itself, it was moved into place. No motion takes 

place without a mover who sets it into motion. Since all motion can be traced to a mover then at the 

bottom of this chain of motion there must be a single, unmoved mover—that would be God. 

2. The proof of cause and effect: Everything has a cause. Planting seeds causes tomatoes. Molding 

clay produces a pot. Placing a basket of water balloons in a room full of middle schoolers causes 

pandemonium. If everything created has a cause, there must be a first cause—that would be God. 

3. The argument from existence. The car that brought you to church this morning at one point did 

not exist. Ford or Chevy had to create it and put it together. The same is true of creation. At some point 

in the past it did not exist. Since nothing can’t become something there must be a power that exists on 

its own and makes everything else exist—that would be God. 

4. The argument from progression: We judge things to be good, some better and some best. But the 

only way for us to judge these things is if there is something out there that is the maximum. Like fire is 

the maximum of heat and makes all things hot. The maximum of all things is God for he is their source. 

5. Finally there is the argument by design. Arrows only fly through the air and hit the target if 

directed by the archer. What directs our universe to act in an orderly fashion is what we call God. 

It is a simple thing to use logic to prove the existence of God. It is entirely logical to believe in this 

un-moved mover, this first cause, this source of being, and this intelligent designer. But this logical God 

is pretty cold, distant and irrelevant. Most people don’t need to be convinced of the existence of God 

what they want to know is does God have a heart? What is God like? Does God speak?  

The people of the Bible did not come to believe in God because of logic. They came to believe in him 

because he appeared to them. Exodus 19:11, “be ready…For on the third day the LORD will come 

down…” We worship God because he comes to us. He reveals himself to us. I didn’t come here this 

morning because my philosophy professor at Michigan State showed me how to prove his existence. I’m 

here because God burst into my life and declared to me that I belonged to him. He revealed himself to 

me. Faith doesn’t come at the end of a long chain of logic. Faith comes in response to a revelation. 

Revelation is what we have in Exodus 19. This is the fundamental revelation of God in the Old 

Testament. Is it true? Did it happen? Of course it is. There is no other explanation for the origin and 

endurance of the Jewish people. There are no Hitites, Amalekites, Girgashites, Amorites, Caananites or 

Jebusites in Bloomfield Hills! The thriving existence of the Jewish people today is the living proof of the 
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revelation of God in history. They are the living and compelling evidence of the revelation at Sinai, just 

as the Christian church is the living proof of the revelation at Easter. There simply are no other 

explanations available for these things except for the simplest and most obvious one: God came down! 

What does this mean? It means God has a heart, a will, and a purpose for us. Life has a meaning and 

you have a soul. There is a God. He wants to know you and he wants you to know him. This should be 

the greatest aim of your life: to know this God and to walk with him through your sojourn on this earth.  

He not only came down on Mt Sinai but he still comes to us directly and personally through his Holy 

Spirit. The Holy Spirit came upon more than three thousand people on the day of Pentecost. And he has 

not stopped! In fact God has provided two openings in your body by which you may receive the Holy 

Spirit. They are your ears. For the Spirit comes when we hear the gospel and believe it. Faith comes by 

hearing. Jesus repeatedly said, “Let those with ears to hear, hear!” Most people aren’t listening.  

I read last week that the state of Hawaii has passed a law making it a crime to cross the street while 

texting. What a world we are in! How can we get people to listen to God when they aren’t even looking 

and listening for traffic crossing the street. I’m here to tell you God is real and he wants to come to you 

directly through his Holy Spirit. He’s not an academic concept, he is a living, personal God. 

The speech that God makes in verses 3-6 is called the “eagle’s wings” speech. Back in chapter 3 

when God called Moses he gave him the sign that he would come back to this very mountain and serve 

God, now it is fulfilled in chapter 19. The great sign has been given. God announces that these people 

will be his “treasured possession…a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” 

You see if you let God redeem you from Egypt you must acknowledge that God now owns you. If 

you are saved by God’s grace, then you are now under the command of his grace to serve him in 

righteousness and holiness. When the Corinthian church was acting out all of their sexual immorality, 

Paul pleaded with them, “You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So Glorify God in your 

body.” To be God’s treasured possession means you are saved by grace to live under the command of 

grace. God’s special task for us is to be priests. What do priests do? They represent their people to God. 

They intercede for people in prayer. They also represent God to the people. They proclaim his gospel in 

words and deeds. They are mediators, bridges, go-betweens. As Paul said to the Corinthians, “We are 

ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be 

reconciled to God.” (2Cor 5:20) Being God’s treasured possession is not about your personal privileges 

as it is your opportunity to serve your neighbor.  

Nobody does this better in this town than my neighbors Beth and Steve. They live across the street 

from us. The first week we moved in last summer they invited us to a kick-off potluck for their 
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neighborhood Bible Study. They went up and down Livingston Road knocking on doors and introducing 

themselves. They know everyone’s name and they put on a bang up potluck. They are the nicest and 

most welcoming people. They have people from several churches and people with no church. This is 

what priests do. They represent God to their neighbors. They serve as ambassadors. Do Methodists do 

this? What would happen if we did? 

I call your attention to one last verse from our lesson. After Moses repeated God’s Eagle’s wings 

speech to the people they responded with a solemn pledge in verse 9, “All that the LORD has spoken we 

will do.” With these words Israel the nation is born. Before this they were just Hebrews, but now with 

this pledge they become a nation—a nation that has endured 3500 years and thrives to this day.  

It is a statement of complete surrender and absolute loyalty to God. They did not say, “All that the 

LORD says which fits with our lifestyle we will do.” They did not say, “All that the LORD says that is 

convenient we will do.” They did not say, “All that the LORD says, except what we believe to be time-

bound and old fashioned we will do.” They did not say, “We’ll be the judge of what the LORD says and 

do what we think is important.” They did not say, “All that the LORD says we will put to a vote before we 

do it.” They did not say, “All that the LORD says we will do so long as we get something out of it.”  The 

pledge is unconditional. There are no qualifiers, no exceptions, and no escape clauses.  

What is most interesting about this pledge is that it is freely given before God gives them any 

commandments. The commandments don’t come until the next chapter. They are giving this pledge 

based on their understanding of the character of God. He has revealed himself to be a defender of the 

weak and oppressed. He has revealed himself to be a God of power and holiness. He has demonstrated 

he is trustworthy and reliable in providing for his people. They have come to know God as a 

compassionate and powerful liberator. Many people believe that faith is what you do when you have 

concluded that the commandments of any given religion are sensible and convenient to keep. It’s like 

any other consumer decision you study the facts and the features of any given item. You pick what suits 

your needs and tastes. But that is not what happened on Mt. Sinai. The people made their pledge based 

wholly on the character of God. They were putting their trust in a person. Through the Exodus they had 

come to know the person and character of God.  

If you want to come to faith. If you seek to be more than just a spiritual person. You can’t do it by 

arguing about ethics and theology. You have to make a study of the character of God. Begin with the life 

and example of Jesus Christ. Consider his heart, his character and his passion. Consider his love, his 

sacrifice and his power. This is where faith starts. If you stand before the cross and ponder that all this 

was done to take away your sins, how can you not say, “All that the Lord Jesus says, we will do.”  


