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How to get out of a jam 

Exodus 14:1-18 Pastor Tom Anderson 

How do you get out of a jam? As the drama team showed us: start by asking the question, “What 

does God want?” We are quick to speak about what we want and our general attitude about life goes 

something like this: if other people would just change, I could be happy. Problem is “other people” are 

equally hoping you’ll change so they can be happy. But what does God want?  

Picture the Hebrew people. They’ve got a hostile army gaining ground behind them. They’ve got a 

military fortress on both sides and the sea in front of them. The roof of their church is more than ready 

to fall in! So they have a meeting and here’s how it goes: “Is it because there are no graves in Egypt that 

you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us in bringing us out of Egypt? 

Is not this what we said to you in Egypt: ‘Leave us alone that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it would 

have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” Wow. Let me read that 

again and count how many times you hear “Egypt” and how many times you hear the word “God”.  

The rearview mirror in your car is much smaller than the windshield. The point is for you to spend 

most of the time looking ahead with only an occasional glace backwards. But the Hebrews are staring at 

the mirror and ignoring the windshield altogether. That is not a good driving practice and it’s an even 

worse life habit! The Hebrew thinking is dominated by thoughts of Egypt. 

Karen and I took the kids to Yellowstone Park on a camping trip one summer. Anybody who has 

done this knows the trip starts out as a driving marathon—three days in a car. The voices from the 

backseat start before you hit Illinois, “I told you this wouldn’t be any fun. I never wanted to come in the 

first place. I’m unhappy and it’s your fault.” The problem with making any major change in life is that 

you lose all the benefits of the past well before any of the promises bear fruit. Then we arrived at 

Yellowstone driving past herds of buffalo, spouting geysers and wide open spaces as we came into the 

campground. The voices muted into slack-jawed wonder. 

Moses makes no attempt to address the complaints of the people. He doesn’t try to reason with 

them. I don’t know what the secret to success in life is but I can tell you what the secret to failure is: 

trying to please your critics. Listen to them but don’t make it your aim to please them. Moses changes 

the entire conversation in one fell swoop. Moses simply declares they will see the salvation of the Lord. 

That phrase “Salvation of the Lord” is one word in Hebrew, “Yeshua” from which we get, “Jesus.” Moses 

has taken their eyes off the rearview mirror. You’re not going to see Jesus in the rearview mirror. You’re 

only going to see him if you start looking through the windshield of life! Keep your focus on God! 

Moses says “Fear not”. This is hard for us to hear. We all have fear. To be human is to have fear of 

one kind or another. But we should be afraid of fear for it leads to blaming and condemning. It robs us of 
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perspective so that we are blind to God’s wonders and blessings. It paralyzes our spirits so that we 

cannot act in positive or healthy ways. We can’t receive the promises God has for us. I’m reminded of 

the pilot who announced to her passengers, “Welcome to flight 2271 to London’s Heathrow Airport. 

Tonight we’ll be cruising at about 30,000 feet for about nine hours. Our path takes us over Canada, 

Iceland and Ireland. If the attendants could please prepare the cabin, we’ll take off just as soon as I get 

the nerve!” As funny as that is, sadly many lives never get off the ground because of fear. 

Moses says “stand firm”. This phrase appears 34 times in scripture everywhere from Proverbs 10:25, 

“When the storm has swept by, the wicked are gone, but the righteous stand firm forever.” To Jesus in 

the gospels, “the one who stands firm to the end will be saved.” (Matthew 24:13).  Some people 

condition themselves for defeat even before they begin. They don’t begin with a firm, insistent stance. 

In the Civil war, the Union Army lost two horrific battles at a place called Bull Run outside Washington. 

After the first loss the army retreated north. After the second devastating loss in 1864 they started to 

retreat north but found the way blocked by their new general on his horse directing every one south 

towards the retreating rebel army. His name was Ulysses S. Grant. By standing firm Grant changed an 

entire army that had conditioned itself to defeat. Stand firm. 

Moses said, “Go forward.” Every rational mind among the Hebrews wanted to go backward. No sane 

person would chose to march into the sea! What do you do when God asks you to do the impossible? 

What do you do when God asks you to believe the unbelievable? What do you do when God asks you to 

march into hell for a heavenly cause? You go. You trust the voice that calls you.  

Dr. Robert Smith is a pastor and seminary professor. His son was brutally murdered by a gang of 

thugs during a hold-up in a store where he was cashier. The Holy Spirit worked on Pastor Smith to write 

to his son’s killer in prison. Two years later he got this response back: 

Dear Mr. Smith, let me say that I am truly sorry for your loss. I really am. Also, I hope that this is 

really you that I am writing because I have received a lot of threat mail from your family members and 

friends. So that's why I never wrote back. But today I thought that I should give it a try because I really 

wanted to talk to you. I've been locked up three years now and the worst three years of my life. I don't 

think that I'll make it much longer though. You know, I grew up in church my whole life. I just hung with 

the wrong crowd on that night. I'm sorry. You probably know my pastor. I hope to hear from you very, 

very soon. Thank you for forgiving me. Can you keep praying for me too? This is getting too hard for me 

to bear, and sometimes I feel just like giving up on life." 

Smith said, “The Lord taught me what it took to forgive me. Forgiveness is not difficult, it’s 

impossible without God.” Forget Egypt focus on God! Fear not. Stand Firm. Go forward. 


