
1 
 

Freedom and It’s Price 

Exodus 12:29-42 Pastor Tom Anderson 

Many of us grew up in the cold war. We remember bomb shelters in our school buildings and our 

teachers giving us instructions as to what to do in case of nuclear blast. We were oblivious to the gravity 

of the matter. There was a famous wall in Berlin dividing the communist east from the democratic west. 

They called it the Iron Curtain. No one ever thought it would go away. No one ever dreamed the 

communist way would ever disappear. In fact we were urged to accept it as a permanent political 

feature of life on earth. Some even foresaw eventual communist dominance believing communism to be 

the way of history. Then in one month in 1989, communism disappeared, the wall came down. Who 

would have thought? 

The Hebrew people thought in the same ways about Egyptian power. They were convinced it would 

never go away and Moses’ efforts were doomed. Then in one of the most astonishing verses of Exodus 

we read this, “Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron by night and said, “Up, go out from among 

my people, both you and the people of Israel; and go, serve the Lord, as you have said. Take your flocks 

and your herds, as you have said, and be gone, and bless me also!” (Ex 12:31-32) This is nothing less 

than complete capitulation. Pharaoh unconditionally and voluntarily surrenders to Moses and even 

recognizes the theological superiority of the Hebrew God by asking for a blessing. In one night Egyptian 

power is broken. In one night the walls come down and the people can go free. What was unthinkable, 

impossible, and inconceivable has indeed happened! Wow! 

The lesson in this for all of us is that God will make a way when there seems to be no way for you. I 

know a woman who married an abusive man. He beat her regularly, ran up enormous credit card debt, 

forced her to quit her job and then left her destitute. She felt she’d come to a dead end and the future 

was bleak. Three years later, I met her when I became her pastor. She had found a new job, bought a 

house and her mother retired and moved in with her. She was a Girl Scout leader, the treasurer of the 

church and an officer of the local Rotary Club. She was thriving, vivacious, a community leader and 

surrounded with friends. What a transformation! God can make a way! Never underestimate the power 

of God. All things are possible through him! It’s never as bad as we think it is. 

Just as we are breathlessly trying to absorb the enormity of Pharaoh’s capitulation we are hit with 

another stunner: “The Hebrew people had asked the Egyptians for silver and gold jewelry and for 

clothing. And the Lord had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they let them 

have what they asked.” (Ex 12:35-36) For decades these slaves had labored away and never been paid. 

They had to grow their own food on the side. But now in one fell swoop they are paid. The Egyptians 

who had grown filthy rich off of free Hebrew labor voluntarily give it back. The Hebrews are no longer 
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slaves but now they’re treated as employees who deserve the wealth of Egypt as just compensation. 

Who would have thought this would ever happen? It is as James said, “Come now you rich, weep and 

howl for the miseries that are coming upon you…Your gold and silver…will be evidence against 

you…Behold the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields which you kept back by fraud are crying 

out against you…” (James 5:1-5) On Judgment Day God brings economic justice. 

To all the innocent victims of injustice in this world God gives this assurance: You will not miss out 

on anything. The greedy and the fraudulent employers of this world have not taken anything from you. 

If you seek first the kingdom of God, you will receive everything you need. On judgment day God will set 

everything right. The hungry will be filled with good things and the rich sent away empty. When God has 

your future, nothing is ever lost. You will not miss a thing. On the other hand if you’ve spent your days 

exploiting others to gain the world, you have lost something you’ll never get back—your soul. 

I don’t want to lose my soul. I want to be part of God’s people. I want to be part of those people 

who will never miss out on anything, the people who will have all things restored to them: families, 

livelihoods, health and hope. How can this happen for me? I turn your attention to a remarkable note in 

verse 38, “a mixed multitude went up with them…” Who is this mixed multitude but converted 

Egyptians! They had heard the word of God and seen his signs and wonders and they believed. They 

jumped in with the crowd of Hebrews leaving Egypt.  

Who is entitled to be part of God’s people? Who is entitled to leave Egypt? Anyone who puts their 

faith in the God of the Exodus. In other words, we become part of God’s people by faith alone. We are 

justified by faith. This is the gospel of Jesus Christ foreshadowed right here in Exodus! Paul said in 

Romans 3:29-30, “Is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 

since God is one—who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith.” 

Salvation is not a matter of race or religion. It is a matter of hearing the word of God and believing it. 

So it was in the Exodus and so it is in the Gospel. However be forewarned, if you have faith it will send 

you on a journey from slavery to freedom, from loneliness to community, from rebelliousness to 

obedience, from apathy to love in action and from indifference to compassion. 

The notice at the end of the chapter reads, “The time that the people of Israel lived in Egypt was 430 

years. At the end of 430 years, on that very day, all the hosts of the Lord went out from the land of 

Egypt.” This ties the story directly to the promise God made to Abraham in the book of Genesis. “Then 

the Lord said to Abram, “Know for certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not 

theirs and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred years. But I will bring 

judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come out with great possessions.” The 
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number 430 is arrived at by including the 30 years of Abraham’s sojourn after he was called to leave his 

father’s household. 

The point here is that God has a plan. More than that God has a very precise timetable. God is never 

late in delivering on his promises and he is never early. God is always just in time. Our God is a just in 

time God. We can rely on him. We can trust him. The problem is that we think God forgets us or he is 

slow so we prefer to take matters into our own hands. 

Abraham and Sarah made this mistake. God had promised them a child and when it didn’t happen, 

Sarah took matters into her own hands and gave her servant girl to her husband to make a child for 

themselves. Bad idea and it lead to a divided family and much pain and misery. My cousin and I made 

this mistake. I was four years old and we were playing together on the farm. We decided on our own 

that it was snack time. We went inside and by carefully balancing a kitchen stool on top of a kitchen 

chair we reached the top of the refrigerator where our prize awaited: the cookie jar. Yet after all this 

work, the jar contained only two rather stale old store bought cookies. We ate them anyhow. Going 

back outside we met my aunt who said, “Where have you been? We just got done with fresh baked 

cookies and lemonade at Grandma’s house.” We missed it all because we couldn’t wait and took 

matters into our own hands.  

How many parents are there who try to force their children into a mold instead of letting God’s 

promise unfold in God’s way in their lives? How many spouses are there who try to mend every flaw in 

their partner instead of letting God do the work of transformation in God’s own way? And how much 

misery and frustration do we bring upon ourselves because we think we can fix other people instead of 

trusting that God is at work and he will do everything in its right time. Even if it takes 430 years, it will be 

just the right time. God will make a way. You won’t miss a thing. Faith is what matters. God’s plan is just 

in time. Let me share an experience I had of these very truths. 

It’s Friday night in a crowded train station in Paris. I’m 20 years old.  I have a ticket to London’s 

Heathrow airport where a plane will take me home after a summer in France. The plane takes off at 11 

am Saturday. I’m tired. I’m hungry and I’ve spent all my money. Then the concierge tells me my train is 

full and I can’t get on. I don’t know what to do. I’m alone and I’m about as close as I’ve ever come to 

abject panic. I just want to go home! But before the night is through, a second train is added. I get a 

seat. Next to me is an Anglican priest who befriends me. He gives me twenty pounds which I use to buy 

a sumptuous British breakfast: beans, bacon, fried eggs, sausage, fries and toast. I keep this memory 

cfflose because like the Exodus, it reminds me that God will make a way when there seems to be no 



4 
 

way. When dreams are broken and times are tough, God will make a way just in time, you won’t miss a 

thing. 


