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The Passover 

Exodus 12:1-17 Pastor Tom Anderson 

Hidden behind a desk in the emergency room of Mercy Hospital in Grayling, Michigan is a sign that 

says, “Stupid should hurt.” Pharaoh has been stupid for months and now he is going to hurt! With the 

outcry of 600,000 abused slaves ringing in his ears, God patiently worked with Pharaoh on their behalf. 

For months he sent Moses on multiple diplomatic missions. He backed them up with a series of signs 

and wonders. Pharaoh dug in, doubled down and paid no heed to Moses’ pleadings. In the final plague, 

God’s patience has run out and he announces the death of the first born. The baby-killing, slave-starving 

empire will soon find itself bereft. God is about to put down the mighty from their thrones and exalt 

those of humble estate. He is going to fill the hungry with good things and send the rich away empty. He 

is going to show mercy to Israel and before it is all through the empire that sought to drown Moses in 

the Nile will find its Pharaoh and his best soldiers at the bottom of the Red Sea. 

The Passover marks the most important moment in Jewish history. The feast of Passover and of 

unleavened bread are called the “High holy days” by faithful Jews everywhere. This is the time Jesus 

chose for his own death. His last supper was a Passover meal and his death on Good Friday was at the 

beginning of the feast of unleavened bread. The symbolism is unmistakable and it binds Judaism and 

Christianity together permanently. Our two faiths are intertwined at their deepest point and they can 

never be entirely separated from each other. The purpose of the Passover meal is given in vv 26-27, 

“And when your children say to you, ‘What do you mean by this service?’ you shall say, ‘It is the sacrifice 

of the Lord's Passover, for he passed over the houses of the people of Israel in Egypt, when he struck the 

Egyptians but spared our houses.’” The point is to enlist children and future generations in remembering 

the pain of injustice and practicing hope for a better world. 

Let’s consider the three important elements of this meal: The Lamb, The Blood, and The Bread. 

The lamb represents the worshipper to God. If you will, the lamb is one’s ambassador to God. Do 

you know how hard it is to enter into the United States Foreign Service? It is far more selective than 

getting into Harvard. You must have a college degree with an impeccable academic record. You then 

make application. Then you are selected to take a grueling 3 hour test. Then there are multiple rounds 

of interviews, a psychological exam, a physical exam, a rigorous security background check. After each 

step you are evaluated carefully before being offering the next step. Uncle Sam doesn’t want any old 

Jane Doe from the parking lot at Walmart to represent this country. Only the brightest people who are 

of sound mind and with unblemished records are chosen to represent us in Foreign Service. That is as it 

should be. So when you chose a lamb to represent you in God’s service you don’t just grab one from the 
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flock and you certainly don’t use this as a convenient opportunity to get rid of defective livestock. You 

carefully pick the best you’ve got. It is going to represent you to God.  

Jesus is the perfect lamb. He was like us in every way but without sin. He knew the scriptures and 

lived them. He kept the Sabbath. He prayed three times a day. He healed the sick, fed the hungry and 

clothed the naked. He showed no favoritism. Even Pontius Pilate could find no crime in him. He lived and 

loved in godly perfection. Do you have him as your lamb? Does he represent your interests to God? Is 

Jesus Christ your personal ambassador or are you stupidly trying to represent yourself? 

The Lamb was to be a sacrifice. When you are in the Foreign Service, your work doesn’t begin until 

you leave your home and travel to a far country. Likewise the purpose of the lamb was to leave this life 

and travel into the next. To leave this reality and enter into God’s reality. Sacrificial death was the means 

of transport. The Sacrifice is the bridge connecting earth and heaven. Jesus did a lot of teaching by 

words and deeds but he did not come to be a teacher. He came to be a sacrifice—the once and final 

sacrifice whose death would build a permanent bridge between earth and heaven. “The Son of Man” he 

said, “came to give his life as a ransom for many.” His sacrificial death would permanently open the door 

for us to have personal relationship with God. 

The Lamb was to bind people together as family to each other. To eat the lamb meant you received 

and accepted the sacrifice as your own. To eat the lamb meant you belonged to and were forever bound 

up with the others who ate from the same table. You entered into a permanent social relationship with 

all who ate the sacrifice. To eat the Lamb is not a solitary and private experience but it is social and 

inescapably communal. Jesus started bringing people together when he was dying on the cross. He 

asked John to look and Mary and said, “Behold your mother.” He asked Mary to look and John and said, 

“Woman, behold your son.” He created a family where there was no family. In his sacrificial death, he 

bound them together in a new social reality that we now call The Church. 

The second element of the Passover meal is the blood. We can imagine the lamb being slain at the 

threshold of the door. Then it was smeared on each door post as well as the lintel above the door. What 

a miraculous image of the cross and the five wounds of Christ—the head, the hands and the feet!  

The blood was intended as a shield. It covered and protected the slaves right in their homes. When 

you have mold in your drywall or stains in your wood, you have to cover it with a mold-killing, stain-

blocking primer before you can paint. The theological word for this is expiation which means to cover 

over sins and enable a new beginning. You see the Hebrew slaves had the same sinful nature as the 

Egyptians did. So they needed to be covered over. The blood was a cover and shield. Christians come to 

God trusting in the shed blood of Jesus Christ to cover over our sins and enable a new beginning. 



3 
 

The blood was a substitute. When the destroyer saw the blood, he would turn aside the judgment of 

God. Instead of taking the first born he instead accepted the blood of the Lamb. The Lamb absorbed the 

judgement due and turned it away. Many decades ago at Westside middle school in Arkansas a teacher 

stood in front of her students and with her own flesh as a shield she absorbed the bullets that were 

intended for her students. They then sheltered under her fallen body. She saved their lives by offering 

hers instead. This is what Jesus Christ has done for us. To believe in him is to take shelter behind him 

and be preserved in the face of judgment and hell. 

The blood set the people apart. They were no different in character or worth than their Egyptian 

overlords. The blood was their only distinguishing mark. So it is for us Christians. We are not holier or 

smarter than the rest of the world around us. All that makes us different is that we have been marked 

by Jesus’ blood. He has bought us with his blood. We are no longer our own but his. So we seek to 

glorify him with our bodies. Everyone else belongs to themselves, but we belong only to Jesus now. 

The third element is the bread—unleavened bread. Bread was essential to every ancient meal. They 

did not have forks or spoons. Bread was their utensil. It soaked up their soup. It scooped up their meat 

and vegetables. Without bread, you could not eat! To raise bread takes up to 2 hours in a modern 

kitchen. In the ancient world, it might take all day. God wanted this meal to be eaten with haste. There 

was to be no waiting all day. The point is that the biblical faith is marked with urgency—not apathy. 

Matters of justice and salvation cannot be put off or made secondary. Sunday school is more urgent 

than baseball camp. Confirmation is more critical than the robotics team. Getting to church on Sunday in 

Orlando is more important to your family than being first in line at Disney World. This night your soul is 

required of you and what will all your consumer achievements mean in the face of eternity?  

Leavening was also the ancient metaphor for evil and sin. It’s often been noted that telling one 

falsehood almost always leads to telling multiple falsehoods—just read the political headlines. A little 

yeast soon infects the whole loaf. To clear your house of leavening then, is a metaphor for the 

sanctification of the believer.  

Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump…For Christ our Passover Lamb had been sacrificed. Let 
us therefore celebrate the festival not with the old leaven…of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread 
of sincerity and truth. (1Cor 5:7-8)  

 
To eat unleavened bread signals an effort to change habits, attitudes and practices and to bring 

them into line with God’s justice. You can’t hide behind Jesus and eat the same, bad old bread. Jesus is 

not a license for you to sin, he is a savior from your sin. Eat new bread. Put on new clothes. Put away 

your earthly self and put on the new self. Stop living by the flesh and start living in the Holy Spirit! 

Jesus is our Lamb! Jesus is the blood that marks us! Jesus is the bread of life! 


