
Preparing a Leader 

Exodus 2:1-22 Pastor Tom Anderson 

Moses actually got to meet and talk with Jesus. At one point in Luke 9, Jesus takes Peter, James, and 

John up a mountain. During a time of prayer they see a vision. And what should be this vision? It is 

Moses talking to Jesus! 

As Jesus was praying, the appearance of his face was altered and his clothing became dazzling white. And 
behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and Elijah, who appeared in glory and spoke of his departure, 
which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 

 
The word “departure” here is the same word as Exodus. What Jesus did in Jerusalem on Calvary’s 

mountain was nothing less than a new and greater exodus not from foreign domination but from sin and 

death itself. The book of Exodus is the most important book of the Old Testament because it announces 

the coming gospel of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is hidden in this book and the meaning of Exodus is fully 

revealed in the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

We are on a spiritual journey through Exodus together. This morning we are going to be visiting the 

Nile River, the palace of Pharaoh and the desert of Midian. In Exodus chapter 2, God wants to prepare us 

for mission by teaching us how to see. He knows we are a people who look at everything but rarely do 

we see things as they are. 

Let’s start with Jochebed, the mother of Moses. She knows the Government requires that her 

newborn son be cast into the Nile as a public intimidation of the Hebrew immigrant population. Pharaoh 

wants these immigrants to remember their place under his domination. But Jochebed sees something 

else. She sees her son to be a “fine child” and hides him for 3 months. Then she cooks up this ingenious 

conspiracy to fulfill the law and save her child. If anyone dares to take her child she can rightfully say 

that the law was fulfilled: he was indeed cast into the Nile. Jochebed saw the need for life and for justice 

in the face of unjust government. She was not blind like those American Airlines passengers comfortably 

seated on the plane who passively watched airport police drag away one of their own randomly picked 

from the crowd. One wonders why they couldn’t have just stood up, filled the aisles and refused to 

move until the corporate office offered a just resolution. They did not because, they could not see. They 

looked but did not see. 

Next we come to Pharaoh’s daughter. She knew her father despised and feared the immigrant 

Hebrews. She knew her father wanted to control their population and secure their cheap labor to prop 

up his economy. But she saw that fathers and governments are not always right. She saw what St. 

Augustine put into writing for all of us, “An unjust law is no law at all.” She looked at the baby and saw 

an opportunity to make a statement to her father. She kept the child and adopted it. She took could 



claim that her father’s decree had been fulfilled so there was no need to throw the child into the Nile a 

second time. Now Pharaoh had a living, breathing, beautiful Hebrew boy playing in the palace. He was 

forced to watch his own daughter mothering him, teaching him Egyptian ways and caring for him. It was 

this event that finally pushed him to end his awful decree to throw children into the Nile. Once again 

Pharaoh has been up ended by women and children. 

Moses gets an Egyptian name which means literally “born of water.” This name should make the 

hair of every Christian believer stand on end. Are we not born of water and the spirit too? Did we not 

also deserve to die under the law but now through baptism and faith in Christ we live? Moses too can 

see. As a privileged rich kid he probably looked at a lot of cruelty every day but never saw it. But one 

day, God gave him the gift of eyesight to see the cruelty and injustice of an Egyptian beating a Hebrew. 

This beating was probably fatal to the Hebrew and so Moses takes it upon himself to execute the 

Egyptian after the law once given to Noah: “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be 

shed, for God made man in his own image.” Moses saw what the Egyptians could not see. He saw the 

image of God in the immigrant community. 

Fleeing for his life to the desert of Midian he takes his eyesight with him. He sees the injustice of the 

shepherds at the well and he intervenes again on behalf of the weak. We see his heart and his character. 

We see that God is picking the right guy to lead his people to freedom—a guy who can see. Did you 

know that the poorest city in the United States is only 40 minutes away from us? Many of us drive by it 

every day but we never see it. It’s Flint. I am so proud of our youth who are teaching us all to see the 

suffering people of Flint. They are headed out this week to show the love of God in a practical way to 

the people of Flint. This is how you prepare leaders, you teach them to see human need. 

Reuel is known to us later by his other name, Jethro. He is Moses’ father-in-law. He too can see what 

his daughters could not see. They looked at Moses as just some Egyptian guy who was a lucky break for 

them that day. But Jethro saw a homeless and destitute man. Jethro opened his heart and opened his 

home. Jethro upbraided his daughters for not showing hospitality to a stranger in need. Jethro saw a 

man who was hungry so he gave him food, a man who was thirsty so he gave him drink, a man who was 

a stranger so he welcomed him. Is this not how Jesus Christ himself teach us to see? Everybody has eyes 

but not all of us can see—even the needs in our own neighborhood. Did you know that 80% of the 

people in Oakland County don’t go to church anywhere? And did you know that 60% of those would 

respond favorable to an invitation to come to church? That means that if you go to Highland House for 

Sunday dinner today and you see a group of ten people at the table next to you, eight of them don’t go 



to church and six of them would probably go if you personally asked them. If we are going to be 

missionaries in our own neighborhood. We have to learn to see the lost and hungry souls all around us. 

The one who inspires all of this seeing is God. We learned in the book of Genesis that God is a God 

who sees human suffering. And that fact is repeated as the final notice of Chapter 2: “God saw the 

people of Israel—and God knew.” Compassion and leadership begins when we begin to start seeing 

others like God sees them. 

It’s not insignificant that we find 11 accounts of blind people being healed by Jesus in the gospels. 

The point is not just to marvel at Jesus’ healing power. The point is that if you are going to follow Jesus 

Christ you need to be able to see. You can’t say you follow Jesus and not see what he sees. As someone 

has said, when you open your heart to Jesus to let him in he doesn’t come in alone. He brings all his 

friends with him. Who are his friends? The sick, the lonely, the lost, the hungry, the needy and the poor. 

Can you see them? If you believe in Jesus all of his friends should be right there in your heart. 

Moses was born under a law that said he must die and yet miraculously he lived. We sinners too are 

born under the equally potent law of sin and death. Romans 1:32 says that it is God’s righteous decree 

that those who practice sin deserve to die. 1 Corinthians 15 says, “The sting of death is sin and the 

power of sin is the law.” The moral law of the universe weighs down upon humanity and whispers in our 

ears, “You are not good enough for God. You need to be good enough. You need to do more. But guess 

what, you never can be good enough. You will always be a loser.” 

Yet enter Jesus Christ. Just as Moses was cast into the waters of the Nile so Jesus Christ was cast 

upon the Cross to die. Just as Moses fulfilled the law of Pharaoh, so now Jesus Christ fulfills the law of 

sin and death. By the providence of God, Moses was saved from death and by the same providence of 

God, Jesus Christ rose from the dead. Galatians 4:4-5 makes the comparison plain: “When the fullness of 

time had come God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the 

law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.” So you see the gospel of Jesus Christ is hidden in the 

story of Exodus. Except you and I don’t need to be redeemed from Egypt. We need redemption from sin 

and death. We don’t need to follow Moses through the waters of the Red Sea. We need to follow Jesus 

Christ through the waters of baptism to find new life, new hope and the kingdom of heaven. 

Now we know what Moses was talking with Jesus about. Jesus said, “Thank you Moses for leading 

my people to freedom, and now watch me lead the people into eternal life. I want to teach people to 

see their own sins, to see the needs of others and to trust in the Cross for forgiveness and new life.” Are 

you trusting? Are you seeing? Don’t leave this place blind! 


