
Who is the Holy Spirit? 
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Who is the Holy Spirit? The simple answer is that he is God. This is easy to prove from the Scriptures. 

2Corinthians 3:17 “The Lord is the Spirit.” The Spirit of God appears in the creation story in Genesis 1:2 

moving over the primordial chaos. The Spirit of God is active in the Old Testament anointing leaders like 

Moses, Saul and David. He fills and inspires prophets like Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah and Jeremiah. Indeed it is 

the fundamental belief of all Christians that the scriptures were inspired by the Holy Spirit. The Nicene 

Creed states it, “we believe in the Holy Spirit the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the prophets.” 

The Holy Spirit is a person. He speaks. He intercedes. He leads. He can be insulted, lied to and 

grieved. He knows the very mind of God. He searches the depths of your heart and knows you better 

than you know yourself. He is everywhere. You can go to the farthest reaches of the universe but you 

cannot flee from the Holy Spirit of God for he is there. He is powerful. He can bring about a virgin birth. 

He is the force that raised Jesus’ body from the dead.  

Jesus says the Holy Spirit is our advantage. An advantage is a condition or circumstance that puts 

one in a favorable or superior position. This is what Christians have that the rest of the world does not. 

We have the advantage of the Holy Spirit. Jesus had to return to heaven in order to complete the 

resurrection. He had to prove that heaven is where he came from and heaven is his rightful home. Ah 

but the Spirit also completes the resurrection story. He puts us into direct, personal contact with the 

risen Christ. The wisdom, the power and the righteousness of Christ is resident within every Christian 

believer. The Spirit is our access. Without the Spirit, Christianity would just be empty rhetoric. With the 

Holy Spirit we are living in presence of God almighty. A fireplace is just cold stone and brick until the fire 

is lit. The Spirit is the fire burning in the Scriptures; burning in the church and burning in the hearts of 

the faithful. We must have fire! The Church lives only with fire! 

Jesus tells us the Holy Spirit has three ministries. His first ministry is to the world. His goal is to 

convict the world about sin, righteousness and judgment. I remember the first time I felt the Holy Spirit 

convict me of sin. I had a childhood friend whose name was John Neely. He and I had great times 

together. But in seventh grade, I became aware that the guys at Clara Bryant Junior High had decided 

that John was uncool. The next Saturday, John called me up to get together. I made several lame 

excuses—Mom wanted me to do chores, I had homework, my jeans were in the dryer. John saw through 

this deception and blurted it out: “you’re lying to me, you just don’t want to be seen with me!” I was 

undone and completely ashamed. The Holy Spirit shouted at me through this experience: You just can’t 

treat people this way! You need to make this right! You need to take responsibility for what you have 



done. But I didn’t listen to the Spirit. I did what most people do. I ran and hid out in my room for the rest 

of the day. The Holy Spirit was undaunted. He pursued me relentlessly in his ministry of conviction until I 

responded. 

The second ministry of the Holy Spirit is to the disciples. Verse 13, “When the Spirit of truth comes, 

he will guide you into all the truth…” My brother-in-law Mark and I were going to take a fishing charter 

off the coast of the Florida panhandle. Neither one of us had ever been fishing in the sea before. We 

figured it was the only way either of us would have any fun. We needed a guide. Without a guide, I 

wouldn’t know where to find fish in the sea. Without a guide, I wouldn’t know what to use for bait. 

Without a guide I wouldn’t even know what equipment to use in saltwater.  

Likewise when you have decided to follow Christ, you are going to need a guide. Without a guide 

your experience of Christianity is going to be fruitless, feckless, and frustrating. You need a guide to 

show you right and wrong. You need a guide to give you direction. You need a guide to build up your 

moral courage. Corrie Ten Boom said, “Trying to do the Lord’s work in your own strength is the most 

confusing, exhausting, and tedious of all work. But when you are filled with the Holy Spirit, then the 

ministry of Jesus just flows out of you.” 

The Holy Spirit speaks to us through the Bible. He inspired it and he alone can help you read it. The 

Holy Spirit speaks to us in prayer. The Holy Spirit speaks to us in the circumstances of life sometimes 

shutting doors while opening others for us to walk through. The Holy Spirit speaks to us through worship 

and our conversations with other Christians. And sometimes the Holy Spirit speaks to us through plain 

old common sense. If your neighbor is sick and can’t make it to the grocery store do you really need 

anything else to prove the Holy Spirit is telling you what to do? 

The Holy Spirit leads the disciples of Jesus into a full comprehension of who Jesus is, why he died 

and what it means for the way we live our lives. The whole authority of the New Testament rests on the 

Holy Spirit guiding the apostles in their understanding, teaching and preaching. We read this book today 

because we believe the Holy Spirit guided the people who wrote it. We believe the Holy Spirit speaks 

directly to us through this book. We believe we can rely on it, trust it and depend on its message. 

The third ministry of the Holy Spirit is to Jesus Christ. Verse 14: “He will glorify me, for he will take 

what is mine and declare it to you.” To glorify means to reveal the majesty and splendor of something. 

Have you ever toured a lighthouse? Have you ever wondered in the days before electric lights that the 

light of a single candle flame could be made visible for miles out to sea? The secret of the lighthouse was 

in the massive glass lens that was built around a single candle flame. The lens magnified and glorified 

the light so that it could be seen by ships far out on the water. This is the ministry of the Holy Spirit to 



Jesus Christ. He magnifies Jesus. He makes Jesus real to people. The Holy Spirit is that “Aha” moment 

when we finally get it: Jesus is alive, he is with us and he loves us. The Holy Spirit never draws attention 

to himself but he always helps us to see the light of Christ better. We see this happening most clearly in 

the book of Acts. When the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost the first thing that happened is the disciples 

started talking about Jesus. When Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit, he started preaching about Jesus. 

When the church gatherings were filled with the Holy Spirit they began to speak of Jesus with boldness. 

Today we confirm 12 young people in the faith. We are going to lay our hands upon each one of 

them and pray that the Holy Spirit would work within them that having been born through water and 

the Spirit you may live as a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. This is not the end of some educational 

process. This is the meaning of life. We pray for fire—Holy Spirit fire. We can pile up the wood but the 

Spirit has to light the fire. This is our prayer: come Holy Spirit! Feed this fire always. Let this fire burn 

brightly. Someone once asked John Wesley why his preaching attracted crowds numbering in the 

thousands. Mr. Wesley responded, “The good Lord sets me on fire, and the people come to watch me 

burn.” I heard our youth testify last week about their experience of God on the Flint mission trip. I said 

to myself: these kids are on fire! And people are coming to watch them burn! Mr. Wesley also described 

the Holy Spirit in this way, “The Holy Spirit is the life of God in the soul of man.” So let the living begin. 

Put aside the apathy, the boredom, the sin and death and let the true life burn within you. 

Who is the Holy Spirit? He is God living in you: convicting you, guiding you and glorifying Jesus Christ 

in you. Let the living begin in you. 


