
Prayer Made a Difference
1 Timothy 2:1-4                                                                                  Pastor Tom Anderson

One of the most touching moments of the year for me was to see a 70 year old polio 

survivor who was confined to a wheelchair get to leave her house under her own power 

and dignity by wheeling down a ramp that was built for her by a mission team from this 

congregation. That ramp was a triumph for God but, it had to be built twice. Don’t be 

fooled, every construction project in the history of the world has had to be built twice. 

The first time is in the mind. Measurements have to be made, drawings created, then the 

appropriate materials and tools must be procured, then the steps of construction have to 

be properly ordered and laid out. When our crew arrived at the work site, they had to 

spend most of the day Monday building the ramp in their heads. The only tools they used 

were tape measures, calculators, pencil, paper and of course debating skills . Once the 

project is built in your head, then it is physically built. Every building in Houghton Lake 

was first built in someone’s mind. There must be a plan, an objective, an end in mind. If 

we don’t have an end in mind, there won’t be a beginning!

Steven Covey said that one of the great habits of effectiveness is beginning with the 

end in mind. What lies behind you and what lies before you is nothing compared to what 

lies within you. What is your end, your purpose in life? What is your center? If you were 

to ask God that question, this is how He would answer: “I want all people to be saved and

come to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.” 

Prayer is the way we bring all of our hearts and minds into harmony with God’s 

purpose. Prayer is the way we seek to begin each day with God’s end in mind. This is the 

fundamental leadership principle of life: begin with the end in mind—but not just any 

end, the right end in mind. A team of workers were hacking a road through a steamy 

jungle. After several hours, one of the leaders climbed a tree to assess their efforts. From 

the top of the tree he shouted, “We’re in the wrong jungle!” To which a worker replied, 

“Shut up, we’re making progress!” Management is about making progress on a given task

but leadership is about knowing the right end and purpose and beginning with that end. 

Many people are great at managing their lives but they are failing to lead themselves 

because they do not begin with the end in mind. Prayer is important because it is 

fundamental to the leadership of your life and the church. It tunes us each day to begin 

with God’s end: the conversion of the world to Christ. 
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A woman called me the other week in great distress over her 9 year old daughter. She 

had sent her little girl to spend two weeks with her aunt and uncle in Tennessee. While 

they had her, they brought her to vacation Bible School at their church. The girl had such 

a good time learning about Jesus, she made a faith-commitment to Jesus. She called home

to ask if she could be baptized at her aunt and uncle’s church. The mother picked my 

name out of the phone book because she had no church and she wanted to know what to 

do. She wanted me to help her talk her daughter out of being baptized. She told me that 

she didn’t think church or baptism was really necessary anyhow. 

This was a parent without a plan for the moral and spiritual formation of her family. 

No doubt she managed her family very well but she had not led them. Nine years of 

managing children without leadership had now come home to roost. I said to her that 

baptism is a wonderful thing, wanting to connect with Jesus Christ is the best thing that 

could happen to a child. I told her that what her daughter was really asking of her was for 

spiritual leadership from her mom. Instead of forbidding her to connect with Jesus, why 

not say, “I’m so happy you’ve come to love Jesus. Be baptized and when you get home, 

let’s all of us start going to church together.” Real leadership in life is not about 

managing events well; it’s about knowing and keeping the end in mind. 

When we keep the end in mind, then we are ready for a second principle: always put 

first things first. Leadership is about knowing what thing is first. Management follows 

leadership by keeping first things first. Someone once said that the things that matter the 

most should not be put at the mercy of things that matter the least. What one thing could 

you start doing that you haven’t done before that if you did it regularly would make a 

tremendous positive difference in your life and in this church? The apostle answers that 

question for us this morning: “I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession 

and thanksgiving be made for everyone…” Prayer is the first order of business in the 

church and in life. 

Without prayer, everything else we do from music to hunger relief is like re-arranging

furniture on the Titanic. We must pray publically and privately; when we are with each 

other and when we’re alone. And let our prayers be sincere and enthusiastic from our 

hearts, not a dull ritual we mumble before a committee meeting or a meal. 
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Life is full of problems. Every day brings a new set of little emergencies that demand 

our time and attention. Most people and most churches are focused on these urgent 

problems: a hole in the roof, a class without a teacher, a newsletter that needs writing, a 

troubled person who needs counsel. Very quickly and easily we forget about putting first 

things first and we become problem-minded and problem-oriented. The agenda of the day

becomes the agenda for the week and eventually of our whole lives: face and fix the 

problems! 

The story is told about an airliner that was prepared to take off. The pilot radioed the 

control tower to signal he was ready to go. The tower signaled back that she should wait. 

The pilot asked why, since the aircraft was inspected, fueled up and even the luggage was

on board. “The passengers; the passengers!” shouted the tower, “You forgot the 

passengers!” We must not live under the tyranny of the urgent or we will forget the most 

important thing. Pray! Pray always! Pray about everything and everybody! Don’t leave 

anybody out! 

Many people tell me that they have a hard time with self-discipline. I’ve come to see 

that is rarely the case. Most people demonstrate incredible discipline. Once when I was 

pastor in Deerfield, Michigan, a bunch of teenagers went out one night to raid a farmer’s 

field. They loaded up a flat bed truck with a couple of hundred pumpkins. In the darkness

they drove up and down the streets of that little village of 900 on the banks of the River 

Raisin in Lenawee County. They smashed those pumpkins over every square inch of 

pavement in the village. It was an impressive mess. But think of the self-discipline they 

displayed! Someone of them had to plan it, get a truck, then round up a crew to pick and 

load all the pumpkins. They worked hard and late into the wee hours of the morning to 

pull this caper off. My point is this: few people have difficulty with self-discipline. The 

issue is they have not internalized a central purpose into their heart and mind.

 My friends our purpose is set by God’s desire to bring the world to Christ. The 

leadership principle of life is to always begin with this end in mind. Once the leadership 

question is settled then comes the management question: always keep first things first and

the first thing is to pray. The transformation of your life as well as the world depends on 

this.
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