
The Lord’s Prayer 
Matthew 6:9-13      Pastor Tom Anderson 
     Jesus considered God his Father. This is the only name he had for God and he invites his 
followers to use it to. This name is unique to Christian faith. 
     Father is not a name we give to God. Father is the name Jesus gave for us. Paul says that
it is by the Holy Spirit we cry, “Abba, Father.” “Abba” preserves the very Aramaic word Jesus 
gave for us to use in prayer. It was so stunningly personal and unique that the early church 
preserved the memory by employing the very word Jesus used, Abba. Today it is fashionable 
for theologians to invent new names for God and one sees them show up in hymns and 
liturgies: “Creator”; “Holy One”; “Great Mystery”. These are all fine names for God. But they 
don’t do anything for us except to push God farther away and into the distance. God gave us 
the name we are to use in prayer Abba-Father because he wants us to know just how close 
he is and just how precious we are to him. This doesn’t preclude us from using other names 
for God but it does constitute the distinctive understanding of God that is exclusive to a 
Christian disciple. 
     The prayer begins with praise: hallowed be thy name. To hallow a name is to set it apart as
sacred and special. We hallow the names of battlefields like Gettysburg, Iwo Jima or Ground 
Zero. We hallow the names of great leaders like George Washington or Martin Luther King, Jr.
We hallow the ground where we have buried our ancestors. 
     One of the distinctive signs of being a Christian is that we hallow the name of God. It’s not 
a plaything for us. It’s not a word to express our anger, surprise or hurt. It is a name we use 
reverently and exclusively in prayer. We hallow his name by the way we conduct our daily 
lives. Colossians 3:17 says “Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” To hallow the name of God is
to commit to clean speech and clean living. 
     From praise we move to surrender: Thy will be done. This is the first request Jesus 
teaches us to make in prayer that God’s will take precedence over our own. Jesus 
demonstrated this dramatically in the Garden of Gethsemane when he fell flat on his face and
cried out, “Not what I want but what you want.” Romans 12:1 teaches us to surrender our 
bodies to the will of God, “offer your bodies as living sacrifices.” What does that mean? 
Pastor-we should surrender our tongues. No longer should they be used to curse others. No 
longer should they be free to complain, condemn and criticize others. Our tongues should 
glorify God, encourage others and give life to relationships, not take it away. 
     We should surrender our eyes and ears. No longer should we allow ungodly speech and 
conduct pass through them to wash over our souls. We look to what is good and true. 
We should surrender our stomachs, our brains and our sexuality. If our appetites can’t be 
brought into line with God’s will then they must be denied and crucified. For what matters to 
the Christian above all is to advance the will of God on earth. 
     Only after surrender do we come to petition: Give us this day our daily bread. Take note of 
the pronouns in this prayer. They are all plural: “we” and “us.” Prayer should never separate 
us from the human family to ask for private favors. The Lord’s Prayer connects us to the 
needs of the entire human family for life and salvation 
     To pray for daily bread is to recognize that God is the supplier of everything we need for 
life and salvation. It is an attitude of dependence and trust like your children trust in you to 
provide. We to be like children before our Father and ask for the things we need. 
     Forgiveness is the next movement of the Lord’s Prayer: Forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. It is precisely at this point in my sermon preparation 



this week that God interrupted me and told me what he wanted you to hear today. Listen 
carefully! As I was pondering this line, the phone rang. It was a dear elderly friend of mine 
who was so distraught I could not understand what she was saying between her sobs. As she
lived nearby I told her I would be right over. 
     When I arrived she showed me a letter from a relative of hers who had not spoken to her 
for 15 years. This relative had been unimaginably cruel in word and deed alienating my friend 
and the rest of the family so it was a shock to receive a letter in the first place. The letter said 
something like this: “I am writing to you to apologize and ask for your forgiveness for the 
inexcusable way I offended you and the family fifteen years ago. I don’t expect you to respond
and I understand why, I just want you to know how sorry I am and I much I regret what I did. I 
am not the same person I was 15 years ago. Jesus has come into my heart and I am 
changed…” 
     My friend was so shocked she asked me if this could be real. I said to her that after 15 
years of stony silence people don’t just haul off and write such a message in jest. It could 
Pastoronly be a serious and sincere letter. My friend then asked me what it meant. I told her it
was a miracle. God had done a work in her life and my friend was blessed to have lived long 
enough to see it. My friend asked me what she should do now. I told her that repentance is a 
miracle so astonishing that it is okay to be shocked. Such a miracle can only be received by a
second miracle: the miracle of forgiveness. My friend said, “I need to sleep on this but I think I
already know what I’m going to do.” I said to her that I knew her well enough to know what 
she would do. Then we read together the story of the Prodigal son from Luke 15 and we wept 
together tears of astonishment. 
     Forgiveness is at the heart of the Christian message and the Christian life. Jesus places 
forgiveness in the center of prayer. Maybe there is someone you need to write such a letter to
this afternoon. On the other hand maybe there is someone you need to visit after church and 
look them in the eye and say those miraculous words: “I forgive you.” And offer them the hand
of fellowship. Forgiveness is the miracle we all need and that is why Jesus wants it located at 
the heart of our prayers. Never, ever give up on other people or the possibility of redemption. 
     The fifth and final piece of the Lord’s Prayer is victory: Lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil. Anybody who does not think clearly about the spiritual power of evil that is
at work in the world is like a blind man who is sent out to pick raspberries for the first time. He 
is headed for much bleeding and hardship. Evil can be seen in addiction. Evil can be seen in 
those who have paralyzing fears or who are oppressed by hopeless despair. Evil can be seen
in the slaughter of innocent children before they are born and the neglect and impoverishment
of children who have been born. Evil can be seen in the suppression of freedom in Syria, the 
arrest of Christians in China and famine in Somalia. 
     It is the nature of Evil that it always overwhelms us. The human will is too weak to stand 
against the power of evil. We need to be delivered from evil and never led into it. The Bible 
says that Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the Devil. Jesus 
had to do this for us. Because all the temptations he resisted of power, wealth and personal 
pleasure the very ones that destroy us. We need his help and strength to resist and so we 
end our prayers by claiming our victory in Christ. We can always end our prayers confidently 
with the promise of God: “I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength.” 


