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The Value of Repentant Prayer 

2 Chronicles 7:13-16 Pastor Tom Anderson 

The words before us tonight are perhaps the most well-known verses in all of the 

books of 1 and 2 Chronicles. They have much to teach us about prayer but I believe we 

need some context first.  

They are intended to be words of encouragement. The books of Chronicles were 

written by Ezra sometime around the year 500 BC. After nearly 70 years in exile, the 

nation of Israel was allowed to return to Jerusalem under an edict from Cyrus the Great of 

the Persian Empire. They came back home to a destitute land. They had few resources to 

meet the challenge of rebuilding a nation from scratch. Ezra wrote these historical books 

in part to encourage the people to draw upon the inspiration of their past and to build a 

new future based upon the resources of repentance and faith. 

We learn some important lessons about God in this book, that God has a policy of 

retribution. This is the law of sowing and reaping. God says in verse 13, “When I shut up 

the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the land or send a 

plague among my people…” Paul captured it well in Galatians 6:7-8: “Do not be 

deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. Whoever sows to please 

their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from 

the Spirit will reap eternal life.” If God is a God of love and compassion as we believe he 

is, no God of love can let racism, abuse or oppression go without consequence. God sent 

Israel into exile as the bitter harvest of an unjust and sinful nation.  

Christian believers can backslide as well. We can be caught up by our pride or desires 

and destroy our prayer life. God will not hear. It’s the law of reaping and sowing.  

I read that in a survey of public school teachers in 1940, the top disciplinary problems 

listed included talking out of turn, chewing gum, running in the halls, dress-code 

violations, and littering. More than a half century later, the problems teachers contend 

with are drug and alcohol abuse, sexting, bullying, suicide, rape, robbery, and assault. 

The problems we face today are God’s judgment upon 80 years of godless living. Our 

problems didn’t form in a voting booth they formed in the human soul. 

Here’s the good news from Chronicles: God’s law of sowing and reaping is not a 

process that can’t be stopped once it is set in motion. The cycle can be broken by 

repentance and prayer: “if my people, who are called by my name, will humble 
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themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear 

from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” God meant those words 

to encourage the returnees to break the cycle of national destruction and claim God’s 

promise of forgiveness and healing. As Christian believers we face the destructive 

consequences of sin in our lives. In the spirit of this promise there is hope to reverse the 

cycle of personal and social destruction around us. The recipe for hope is in three steps: 

1. Humble yourself. Psalm 36:2 speaks of a sinner who “in his own eyes flatters 

himself too much to detect or hate his sin.” God forbid that this should be me or my 

church! The greatest problem to have is to think you don’t have any problems at all; to be 

completely unaware of your own hardness or emptiness of heart. 

2. Pray and seek God’s face. After Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit they tried to 

hide from God. How much better it would have been for them to seek God and confess to 

him! It is true that sin will destroy our prayer life but God tells us that prayer is the force 

that can destroy the power of sin in our life!  

3. Turn. This is the real meaning of repentance: it’s not just feeling sorry; it’s turning 

in a new direction. It is claiming God’s power to resist evil. Every year the airlines in this 

country dispose of tens of thousands of pieces of unclaimed luggage. It’s just bizarre that 

so much property should go unclaimed. So it is in the church, it is just wacky how much 

power to resist sin goes unclaimed in the lives of believers! 

If we take these steps, God promises to forgive us and heal our land. For Israel that 

meant reestablishing the nation. For Christians today it means re-establishing the blessed 

life filled with the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Do you want this kind of life? If you are an 

obedient and faithful Christian, you already experience it. I know it! I am so blessed by 

what I have experienced of God that I can hardly stand it!  

God wants this for each of you. He wants you to know you are his child and the 

assurance of forgiveness. He knows what is best for you. He wants you to live the 

abundant life that Jesus gives. He invites you to overcome your failures by taking steps to 

turn around your life. Failure is a temporary condition in the Christian life, it happens. It 

is only when we give up on God’s invitation that it becomes permanent. Anyone who 

needs a new beginning will find that it’s only one prayer away. 


