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We are delighted to have you worship with us today. May this hour of praise
and celebration be one of spiritual renewal. Please join us for worship at any
time and sign the red Record of Fellowship pad in the pew. To inquire about
membership or other information, please call the Church Office: 692-7027
Welcome Visitors! or email us at mtpisgahlcms@gmail.com.

TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER

Holy Communion is celebrated at all services every Sunday and on special
festivals. This Sacrament is the means by which Jesus Christ, the bread
of life, gives us his flesh and blood to eat and drink. In this Meal, Jesus
forgives our sins, gives us victory over death and Satan, and delivers his
eternal salvation to us. Since this is the true body and true blood of Jesus
Christ in, with and under the bread and wine, we do not treat this
sacrament lightly; rather, we receive it with great reverence and gratitude
to our merciful Savior. Moreover, St. Paul writes: “Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the
cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord.
Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who
eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself (1 Cor. 11:27-
29).” An order of self-examination is located on pages 329-330 of your hymnal.

To ensure that all who participate in this sacrament receive this sacred gift as the blessing it is
intended to be and not to their condemnation, this congregation, with Christian love and in
accordance with Holy Scripture, practices closed communion with those who have been instructed
and share our public profession of the Christian faith in all its articles. We therefore ask our guests
who wish to commune to speak with the Pastor before the service.

We provide both the common cup and individual cups. The individual cups in the center of tray
are alcohol free for those with medical requirements that prevent them from receiving alcohol.
Wine, however, is the preferred means to receive the blood of Christ, if and when possible, since
wine is what Jesus used to institute this sacrament. Likewise, we use unleavened bread, as our
Lord did. Gluten-free hosts are also available for those with medical needs. Please alert the Pastor
or an Elder of any needs.

Rev. Jonathan Christensen - Pastor
mplc.pastor@gmail.com
Office: (828) 692-7027 ex.402
Cell: (920)530-8606
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The Divine Service: Setting Four

Easter Acclamation

(P) Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Stand
Opening Hymn 481 Scatter the Darkness, Break the Gloom
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clipsed by doubt and dread: Christ has ris - en from the dead!
sting, O death and grave? Christ has shown His strength to save!
gin  the ju - bi-lee— Christ has gained the vic - to - ry!

Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
(P) Inthe name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen,.



Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

F @ERE

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word,
and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people
let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the
sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Kneel/Sit
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

P} Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and
gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and
grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive
our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.
Service of the Word
Stand
Introit Psalm 105:1-5, 8; antiphon: 1 Peter 2:2-3 Tone H
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Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to sal- | vation*
if indeed you have tasted that the | Lord is good.
Oh give thanks to the LoRD; call up- | on his name;*
make known his deeds among the | peoples!
Sing to him, sing prais- | es to him;*
tell of all his | wondrous works!
Glory in his | holy name;*
let the hearts of those who seek the | LoRD rejoice!
Seek the LoRD | and his strength;*
seek his presence con- | tinually!
Remember the wondrous works that | he has done,*
his miracles, and the judgments he | uttered.
He remembers his covenant for- | ever,*
the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations.



Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to sal- | vation*

if indeed you have tasted that the | Lord is good.

Kyrie
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria in Excelsis
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.

For - ev -er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’'n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

LSB 204

LSB 204



(P} Letus pray... Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by
Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same
Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
Amen.
Sit
First Reading Acts 4:32-35

32The full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of
the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common. 33And with great
power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace
was upon them all. 3¥There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 3°and laid it at the apostles’
feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 148; antiphon: v. 13 Tone H
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Praise the LoRrD! Praise the LORD from the | heavens;*
praise him | in the heights!

2Praise him, all his | angels;*
praise him, | all his hosts!

3Praise him, | sun and moon,*
praise him, all you | shining stars!
“Praise him, you highest | heavens,*
and you waters above the | heavens!

SLet them praise the name | of the Lorb!*
For he commanded and they were cre- | ated.
5And he established them forever and | ever;*
he gave a decree, and it shall not | pass away.



’Praise the LORD | from the earth,*

you great sea creatures and | all deeps,
8fire and hail, | snow and mist,*

stormy wind fulfill- | ing his word!

*Mountains and | all hills, *
fruit trees and all | cedars!
10Beasts and all | livestock,*
creeping things and | flying birds!

Kings of the earth and all | peoples,*
princes and all rulers | of the earth!
2young men and maidens to- | gether,*

old men and | children!

BLet them praise the name of the LoRrD, for his name alone is ex- | alted;*
his majesty is above earth and | heaven.

14He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for | all his saints,*
for the people of Israel who are near to him. | Praise the LorD!

Epistle 1John 1:1—2:2

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes,
which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2the life was
made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was
with the Father and was made manifest to us— 3that which we have seen and heard we proclaim
also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father
and with his Son Jesus Christ. “And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.

SThis is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is
no darkness at all. ®If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do
not practice the truth. 7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. °If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. °If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar,
and his word is not in us.

My little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2He is the propitiation for our
sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand



Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel John 20:19-31

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

1%0n the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples
were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.”
20When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when
they saw the Lord. *!Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even
so | am sending you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive
the Holy Spirit. ZIf you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from
anyone, it is withheld.”

22Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. #So the
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see in his hands
the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side,
| will never believe.”

26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors
were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” ?’Then he said to
Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side.
Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 22Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” ?°Jesus said to him,
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
believed.”



30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this
book; 3!but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that by believing you may have life in his name.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life I~ of the world to come. Amen.



Sit

Hymn of the Day

468 | Am Content! My Jesus Ever Lives
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heart is pleased. He has ful-filled the
I shall be. He bowed His head when
sun of grace. His cheer - ing rays beam bless-ings forth for all,
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God’s wrath He has ap - peased.

With cries of ag - o - ny.

Since He in  death
Now death is brought

Sweet com - fort, hope, and peace. This Eas - ter sun
With  You, my liv - ing head. The chains that hold
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not die for - ev - er. I am con-tent! I am con - tent!
sus’ res - ur - rec-tion. I am con-tent! I am con - tent!
ing ex - ul - ta-tion. I am con-tent! I am con - tent!
re - joice for - ev - er. I am con-tent! I am con - tent!
Sermon
Stand
Prayer of the Church
(P} Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their
needs.

Heavenly Father, Your Son is the firstborn from the dead. In Him, we have been reborn into a
new and living hope. Nurture us with the pure milk of Your Word, that we may grow to maturity
of faith and have everlasting life. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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As Your people are united in the common life and love of our Savior, grant that we would share
that life and love with those in need. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Build up the households of Your people, that Your holy children, begotten in Baptism, may grow
in Your grace and share together in Your forgiveness and life. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

You have instituted authorities to carry out Your justice. Bless all who make, administer and
judge the laws of our land. Give them wisdom, integrity and honor to serve according to Your
good will. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

As Your Son’s wounds brought gladness and peace to the troubled disciples, give Your presence
and comfort to the troubled in our midst especially our brothers and sister here at Mt. Pisgah
and all who are on our prayer list. Comfort also those who weep with the blessed joy of Easter
morning. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Father of the risen Christ, You give us the crucified and risen body and blood of our Lord in this
Holy Supper. Let us taste that the Lord is good and continually grow up unto salvation. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You that out of Your indescribable grace, for the sake of
Your Son, You have given us the Holy Gospel and instituted the blessed Sacraments, that
through them we may have comfort and the forgiveness of sin. Grant us Your Holy Spirit, that
we may heartily believe Your Word, and through the Holy Sacraments establish our faith day
by day, until at last we obtain eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

PEACE

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a
sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3).

Sit

Offering



Service of the Sacrament

Stand
Preface LSB 208
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P) Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
(P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
(P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to

You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely
bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us
when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin,
giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead
and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will
rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 208
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Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Prayer of Thanksgiving

1d

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given
Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.
For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. By His death, He has redeemed us from
bondage to sin and death, and by His resurrection, He has delivered us into new life in Him.
Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, faithfully eating His body given into death and
drinking His life’s blood poured out for our salvation until we pass through death to the
promised land of life eternal. Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:



Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
asitisin heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I« body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My *I+ blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of

Me ”

Pax Domini

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.



Agnus Dei
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0) Lord, we  pray.
Sit
Distribution

LSB 210

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who

come to receive, saying:

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins.

Amen.

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of

your sins.
Amen.



Distribution Hymn

467 Awake, My Heart, with Gladness
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1 A - wake, my heart, with glad - ness, See what to - day is done;

2 The foe in tri-umph shout - ed When Christ lay in the tomb;

3 This is a sight that glad - dens—What peace it doth  im-part!

4 Now hell, its prince,the dev - il, Of all their pow’r are shorn;
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, af - ter gloom and sad - ness, Comes forth

the glo - rious sun.

loo he now 1is rout - ed, His boast is turned to gloom.
noth-ing ev - er sad - dens The joy  with-in my heart.
I am safe from e - vil, And sin I laugh to scorn.
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My Sav - ior there was laid Where our bed must be made
For Christ a - gain is free; In glo - rious vic - to - ry
No gloom shall ev - er shake, No foe shall ev - er take
A Grim death with all its might Can - not my soul af - fright;
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When to the realms of light Our spir - it wings its flight.
He who is strong to save Has tri - umphed o’er the grave.
The hope which God’s own Son In love for me has won.
It is a pow’r - less form, How - e’er it rave and storm.

5 The world against me rages,

Its fury | disdain;

Though bitter war it wages,
Its work is all in vain.

My heart from care is free,

No trouble troubles me.
Misfortune now is play,
And night is bright as day.

6

Now | will cling forever
To Christ, my Savior true;

My Lord will leave me never,
Whate’er He passes through.

He rends death’s iron chain;

He breaks through sin and pain;
He shatters hell’s grim thrall;
| follow Him through all.

7

He brings me to the portal
That leads to bliss untold,
Whereon this rhyme immortal
Is found in script of gold:
“Who there My cross has shared
Finds here a crown prepared;
Who there with Me has died
Shall here be glorified.”



Distribution Hymn

642 O Living Bread from Heaven
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ho - ly place And with Your - self have fed me
death de - stroy. And You have free - ly grant - ed
food, while here My course on earth is length - ened,
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Have filled my heart with  rest. Oh, won - drous food of
The trea - sures of Your grace; For You have free - ly
The cup of end less  joy. My Lord, I do not
To serve  with ho ly fear. And when You call my

bless - ing, Oh, cup that heals our woes! My heart, this
giv. - en What earth could nev - er buy, The bread of
mer - it The fa - vor You have shown, And all my
spir - it To leave this world be - low, I en - ter,
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gift pos - sess - ing, With oprais-es o - ver - flows.
life from heav - en, That now I shall not die.
soul and spir - it Bow down be-fore Your throne.

through Your  mer

it,

Where joys

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:
(P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to

life everlasting. Depart I+ in peace.

Amen.

Stand

un - min - gled flow.



Nunc Dimittis LSB 211
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10 Lord, now let Your ser - vant De -
2 All glo - ry to the Fa - ther All
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part in heav’n - ly peace, For I have seen the
glo - ry to the Son, All glo - ry to  the
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go - ry Of Your re - deem - ing grace:
A Spir - it For - ev - er Three in One;
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A light to lead the Gen - tiles Un -

For as in the be - gin - ning, Is
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to Your ho - ly hill, The glo - ry of Your
now, shall ev - er be, God’s tri - une name re -
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peo - ple, Your cho - sen Is - ra - el
sound - ing Through all e - ter - ni - ty

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and
we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 212

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.



The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.

Amen.
Closing Hymn 475 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing
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1 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice and sing! Now is the tri - umph
2 The Lord of life is ris’n this day; Bring flow’rs of song to
3 Praise we in songs of vic - to-ry That Ilove, that life which
4 Your name we bless, O ris - en Lord, And sing to-day with
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of our King! To all the world glad news we bring:
strew His way; Let all the world re - joice and say:
can - not die, And sing with hearts up - lift - ed high:
one ac - cord The Ilife laid down, the life re - stored:
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Al-le - lu - 1a, al -le - lu - 1ia, al - le - lu - ia!
Al-le - Iu - ia, al-le-1lu - ia, al - le-1lu - ia!
Al-le - lu - 1a, al -le - lu - 1ia, al - le - lu - ia!
Al-le - Iu - ia, al -le -lu - ia, al -le-1lu - ia!



