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We are delighted to have you worship with us today.  May this hour of praise 
and celebration be one of spiritual renewal.  Please join us for worship at any 
time and sign the red Record of Fellowship pad in the pew. To inquire about 
membership or other information, please call the Church Office:  692-7027 
or email us at mtpisgahlcms@gmail.com. 
  

 
TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER 

  

Holy Communion is celebrated at all services every Sunday and on special 
festivals.  This Sacrament is the means by which Jesus Christ, the bread 
of life, gives us his flesh and blood to eat and drink. In this Meal, Jesus 
forgives our sins, gives us victory over death and Satan, and delivers his 
eternal salvation to us.  Since this is the true body and true blood of Jesus 
Christ in, with and under the bread and wine, we do not treat this 
sacrament lightly; rather, we receive it with great reverence and gratitude 

to our merciful Savior. Moreover, St. Paul writes: “Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the 
cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 
Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who 
eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself (1 Cor. 11:27-
29).”  An order of self-examination is located on pages 329-330 of your hymnal. 
 

To ensure that all who participate in this sacrament receive this sacred gift as the blessing it is 
intended to be and not to their condemnation, this congregation, with Christian love and in 
accordance with Holy Scripture, practices closed communion with those who have been instructed 
and share our public profession of the Christian faith in all its articles. We therefore ask our guests 
who wish to commune to speak with the Pastor before the service.   
 

We provide both the common cup and individual cups.  The individual cups in the center of tray 
are alcohol free for those with medical requirements that prevent them from receiving alcohol.  
Wine, however, is the prefer means to receive the blood of Christ, if and when possible, since wine 
is what Jesus used to institute this sacrament.  Likewise, we use unleavened bread, as our Lord did. 
Gluten-free hosts are also available for those with medical needs.  Please alert the Pastor or an Elder 
of any needs. 
  
 

Rev. Jonathan Christensen - Pastor 
mplc.pastor@gmail.com 

Office: (828) 692-7027 ex.402 
Cell: (920)530-8606 



Mt. Pisgah Lutheran Church & Preschool 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

  

March 24, 2024 

Palm Sunday 
  

Serving Today 
Pastor Jonathan Christensen        Robert Hamrick, Organist  
 Craig Escude, Choir Director/Cantor  
  
    Elders   XXXXXXXXX     
       XXXXXXXXX    
    Lector   XXXXXXXXX     
    Ushers   XXXXXXXXX     
       XXXXXXXXX     
    Greeter  XXXXXXXXX     

Altar Guild  XXXXXXXXX    
 

       
Serving Next Week 

     
    Elders   XXXXXXXXX     
       XXXXXXXXX    
    Lector   XXXXXXXXX     
    Ushers   XXXXXXXXX     
       XXXXXXXXX     
     Greeter  XXXXXXXXX     

Altar Guild  XXXXXXXXX    
  
   
Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting Five from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 

2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House. 



The Divine Service: Setting Five 
 
Prelude 

Procession of Palms 
The procession begins outside the nave, the congregation gathers around the processional cross. Any of the 
congregation that is already seated in the nave, now stands and faces the processional cross at the entrance to the 
Sanctuary. 

 

Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 
C Amen. 
  

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C Hosanna to the Son of David. 
 

Collect 
P Let us pray. 

Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, gathered to greet 
Your dearly beloved Son when He came into His Holy City, grant that we may ever hail Him as 
our King and, when He comes again, may go forth to meet Him with trusting and steadfast 
hearts and follow Him in the way that leads to eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Holy Gospel John 12:12–19 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

P  12The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to 
Jerusalem. 13So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, 
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 14And 
Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, 

15“Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 
16His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they 
remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. 17The 
crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from 
the dead continued to bear witness. 18The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that 
they heard he had done this sign. 19So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you 
are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him.” 

  



P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
  

P Let us go forth in peace, 
C in the name of the Lord. 
 

Processional Hymn 441 Ride On, Ride On in Majesty 

 

 

 
 

When all have arrived at their places, the procession concludes with the following: 
P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C Hosanna in the highest. 
 

 
 



Confession and Absolution 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Confessional Hymn 945 Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved 

 

 

 

 
 

Kneel/Sit 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 



P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 
my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
Stand 
Introit Psalm 24:7–10; antiphon: Psalm 118:26 
P Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the LORD! 
C We bless you from the house of the LORD. 
P Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, 
C that the King of glory may come in. 
P Who is this King of glory? 
C The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle! 
P Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient doors, 
C that the King of glory may come in. 
P Who is this King of glory? 
C The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory! 
P Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the LORD! 
C We bless you from the house of the Lord. 
 

442 All Glory, Laud, and Honor 

 

 

 

 



Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray…  Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take 

upon Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow 
the example of His great humility and patience and be made partakers of His resurrection; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
Old Testament Reading Zechariah 9:9–12 

9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! behold, your king is 
coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, 
the foal of a donkey. 10I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and 
the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations; his rule shall be from sea to 
sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. 11As for you also, because of the blood of my 
covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 12Return to your stronghold, 
O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 118:19–29; antiphon: v. 26 Tone H 

 
19Open to me the gates of | righteousness,* 
 that I may enter through them and give thanks | to the LORD. 
20This is the gate | of the LORD;* 
 the righteous shall enter | through it. 
21I thank you that you have | answered me* 
 and have become my sal- | vation. 
22The stone that the builders re- | jected* 
 has become the | cornerstone. 
23This is the LORD’s | doing;* 
 it is marvelous | in our eyes. 
24This is the day that the | LORD has made;* 
 let us rejoice and be | glad in it. 
25Save us, we pray, | O LORD!* 
 O LORD, we pray, give | us success! 



26Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the LORD!* 
 We bless you from the house | of the LORD. 
27The LORD is God, and he has made his light to shine up- | on us.* 
 Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the | altar! 
28You are my God, and I will give | thanks to you;* 
 you are my God; I will ex- | tol you. 

29Oh give thanks to the LORD, for | he is good;* 
 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever! 

Epistle Philippians 2:5–11 
 5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form 
of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the 
form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has 
highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn 971 There Is a Redeemer 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



Stand 
Holy Gospel John 12:20–43 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 20Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. 21So these came to 
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went 
and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23And Jesus answered them, “The hour 
has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls 
into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Whoever loves his life 
loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26If anyone serves me, he 
must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will 
honor him. 
 27“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for this 
purpose I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I 
have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had 
thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for 
your sake, not mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast 
out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to 
show by what kind of death he was going to die. 34So the crowd answered him, “We have heard 
from the Law that the Christ remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted 
up? Who is this Son of Man?” 35So Jesus said to them, “The light is among you for a little while longer. 
Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one who walks in the darkness does 
not know where he is going. 36While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become 
sons of light.” 
 When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from them. 37Though he had done 
so many signs before them, they still did not believe in him, 38so that the word spoken by the prophet 
Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

“Lord, who has believed what he heard from us, and to whom has the arm of the Lord been 
revealed?” 

39Therefore they could not believe. For again Isaiah said, 
40“He has blinded their eyes and hardened their heart, lest they see with their eyes, and 
understand with their heart, and turn, and I would heal them.” 

41Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory and spoke of him. 42Nevertheless, many even of 
the authorities believed in him, but for fear of the Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they 
would not be put out of the synagogue; 43for they loved the glory that comes from man more than 
the glory that comes from God. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 



Sit 
444 No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sermon 

 



Stand 
Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
     was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as Christ our 

Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear us. 
  
God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on earth, and grant us 
grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us and all the world through the pure and true 
teaching of Your Word and the fervent love shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us 
all false doctrine and evil living whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and profaned. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those who are blinded 

and bound in the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith that the number of 
Christians may be increased. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, in the midst of 

both good and evil things, that our own wills may be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your 
good and gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we commend all who are in need, praying for 
them at all times: Thy will be done. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us trust in You to 

provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our hearts may be at 

peace and may rejoice in a good conscience before You, and that no sin may ever frighten or 
alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our flesh, to turn 

from the world and its ways, and to overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 



P And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, now and forever. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

Sit 
Offering 

Service of the Sacrament 
Stand 
Preface LSB 216 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-
begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us 
Your Spirit, gracious Father, that we may give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith 
and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us His body and blood 
for our forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for the boundless love 
which He manifested to us when, by pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your 
righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, 
that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. Graciously receive 
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with His own words, we 

receive His testament: 



The Words of Our Lord LSB 217 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 

  
961 Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Sit 
Distribution 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who 
come to receive, saying: 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 
Amen. 
  

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of 
your sins. 
Amen. 
 

429 We Sing the Praise of Him Who Died 

 

 

 



5 The balm of life, the cure of woe, 
    The measure and the pledge of love, 
The sinner’s refuge here below, 
    The angels’ theme in heav’n above. 

 
6 To Christ, who won for sinners grace 

    By bitter grief and anguish sore, 
Be praise from all the ransomed race 
    Forever and forevermore. 



617 O Lord, We Praise Thee 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
350 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come 

 

 

 

 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 



P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T 
in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of 
Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 218 
A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

837 Lift High the Cross sts. ref–6 

 

 



 

 
 
5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 

Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain 
 
6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 
 
 
 



 


