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We are delighted to have you worship with us today. May this hour of praise
and celebration be one of spiritual renewal. Please join us for worship at any
time and sign the red Record of Fellowship pad in the pew. To inquire about
membership or other information, please call the Church Office: 692-7027
Welcome Visitors! or email us at mtpisgahlcms@gmail.com.

TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER

Holy Communion is celebrated at all services every Sunday and on special
festivals. This Sacrament is the means by which Jesus Christ, the bread
of life, gives us his flesh and blood to eat and drink. In this Meal, Jesus
forgives our sins, gives us victory over death and Satan, and delivers his
eternal salvation to us. Since this is the true body and true blood of Jesus
Christ in, with and under the bread and wine, we do not treat this
sacrament lightly; rather, we receive it with great reverence and gratitude
to our merciful Savior. Moreover, St. Paul writes: “Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the
cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord.
Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who
eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself (1 Cor. 11:27-
29).” An order of self-examination is located on pages 329-330 of your hymnal.

To ensure that all who participate in this sacrament receive this sacred gift as the blessing it is
intended to be and not to their condemnation, this congregation, with Christian love and in
accordance with Holy Scripture, practices closed communion with those who have been instructed
and share our public profession of the Christian faith in all its articles. We therefore ask our guests
who wish to commune to speak with the Pastor before the service.

We provide both the common cup and individual cups. The individual cups in the center of tray
are alcohol free for those with medical requirements that prevent them from receiving alcohol.
Wine, however, is the preferred means to receive the blood of Christ, if and when possible, since
wine is what Jesus used to institute this sacrament. Likewise, we use unleavened bread, as our
Lord did. Gluten-free hosts are also available for those with medical needs. Please alert the Pastor
or an Elder of any needs.

Rev. Jonathan Christensen - Pastor
mplc.pastor@gmail.com
Office: (828) 692-7027 ex.402
Cell: (920)530-8606



Mt. Pisgah Lutheran Church & Preschool

Lutheran Church—Miissouri Synod
December 31, 2023
First Sundag after Christmas

Serving Today

Pastor Jonathan Christensen Robert Hamrick, Organist
Craig Escude, Choir Director/Cantor

8:00 AM 10:45 AM
Elders Paul Mincer
Lectors Rick Sanborn Wendy White
Ushers
Greeter Jackie Fry Nona Schmook
Altar Guild Lyn Heiple Debbie Leger
Michele Escude’
Debby Zagone
Serving Next Week
10:00 AM
Elder Paul Mincer Rick Sanborn

Acknowledgments

Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV° Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright
2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House.



The Divine Service: Setting One

Prelude Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring J. S. Bach

Stand

Opening Hymn 374 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child
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1 Gen-tle Mar -y laid her child Low - ly in a  man - ger;

2 An - gels sang a - bout His birth, Wise Men sought and found Him;
3 Gen-tle Mar -y laid her child Low - ly in a man - ger;
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There He lay, the Un - de-filed, To the world a strang - er.
Heav-en’s star shone bright-ly forth Glo-ry all a - round Him.
He is still the Un - de-filed But no more a  strang - er.
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Such a babe in such a place, Can He be the Sav -ior?
Shep - herds saw the won-drous sight, Heard the an-gels sing - ing;
Son of God of hum - ble birth, Beau-ti-ful the sto - ry;
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Ask the saved of all the race Who have found His fa - vor
All the plains were lit that night, All the hills were ring - ing.
Praise His name in all the earth; Hail the King of glo - ry!

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P) Inthe name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
(P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.
Kneel/Sit Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.



(P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the ~I« Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Stand
Introit Psalm 98:1-4; antiphon: Isaiah 52:10 Tone D
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The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the | nations,*
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation | of our God.
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!*
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him.
The LorD has made known his sal- | vation;*
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.*
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the LorD, | all the earth;*
break forth into joyous song and sing | praises!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
The LorD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the | nations,*
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation | of our God.

Kyrie LSB 152
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra- cious Lord.
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.

For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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(P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

P) Letus pray.
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your
Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him
who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 61:10—62:3

101 will greatly rejoice in the LoRD; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the
garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks
himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. *'For
as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the
Lord Gob will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations.

For Zion’s sake | will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake | will not be quiet, until her
righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her salvation as a burning torch. The nations shall see
your righteousness, and all the kings your glory, and you shall be called by a new name that the
mouth of the LorD will give. 3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lorbp, and a royal
diadem in the hand of your God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 111; antiphon: v. 9a, b Tone D
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Praise the Lorp! | will give thanks to the LOrRD with my | whole heart,*
in the company of the upright, in the congre- | gation.
2Great are the works | of the LoRD,*
studied by all who de- | light in them.
3Full of splendor and majesty | is his work, *
and his righteousness endures for- | ever.
“He has caused his wondrous works to be re- | membered;*
the LoRrob is gracious and | merciful.
>He provides food for those who | fear him;*
he remembers his covenant for- | ever.
5He has shown his people the power | of his works,*
in giving them the inheritance of the | nations.
"The works of his hands are faith- | ful and just;*
all his precepts are | trustworthy;
8they are established forever and | ever,*
to be performed with faithfulness and up- | rightness.
°He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his covenant for- | ever.*
Holy and awesome | is his name!
10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;
all those who practice it have a good under- | standing.*
His praise endures for- | ever!



Epistle Galatians 4:4-7

*When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law,
5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. °And because
you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are
no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Al-1le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the

words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Verse of the Day Luke 2:30, 32

(P} Alleluia. My eyes have seen your salvation;
a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel. Alleluia.

Holy Gospel Luke 2:22-40

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

2When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, [Mary and Joseph]
brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord,
“Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) **and to offer a sacrifice
according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 2>Now
there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout,
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 2And it had been revealed
to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 2And he
came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him
according to the custom of the Law, 22he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,

2“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word;
30for my eyes have seen your salvation
31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
323 light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.”



3And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 3*And Simeon blessed them
and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel,
and for a sign that is opposed 3°(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts
from many hearts may be revealed.”

3And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was
advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 3’and
then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with
fasting and prayer night and day. 33And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God
and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.

39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. “°And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom.
And the favor of God was upon him.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit
Hymn of the Day 519 In His Temple Now Behold Him
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1 In His tem - ple now be-hold Him, See the long - ex -
2 In the arms of her who bore Him, Vir - gin pure, be -
3 Je - sus, by Your pre - sen - ta - tion, When they blessed You,
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pect - ed Lord; An - cient proph - ets had  fore-told Him,
hold Him lie While His a - ged saints a - dore Him

weak and poor, Make us see Your great sal - va - tion,
f) & . — , ,
s e ———— — T —F——
Ho——F =90+ oo T o
J ' r e
God has now ful - filled His word. Now to praise Him,
Ere in per - fect faith they die. Al - le - lu - ia,
Seal us with Your prom - ise sure; And pre-sent us
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His re-deem - ed Shall break forth with one ac - cord.
al - le - lu - ia! Lo, thein-car - nate God Most High!
in Your glo - ry To Your Fa - ther, cleansed and pure.

Sermon



Stand
Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

(P) Eternal Lord God, in the fullness of time, You sent forth Your Son, born of a woman, born under
the Law, to redeem us and give us the adoption as Your sons and heirs. Hear us, Father, as we
call to You in His name. Give us grace to rejoice in Christ’s blessed incarnation, and grant us a
glad new year. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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Lead Your Church, Lord, to follow the example of blessed Simeon, that all baptized Christians
would embrace the Christ Child by Word and faith, and so be ready to depart whenever they
are called. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

P) Heavenly Father, from whom all fatherhood on earth is named, bless Christian families with
Your promises. Give parents diligence and delight in their work, and grant Your favor on all
children, that they may grow in strength and wisdom. Bless widows, orphans and broken
families also with Your mercy, and give them joy in the redemption You have won for us in
Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.



@ F @

F @

Holy God, mighty Lord, You have given power to the nations and to those who govern for the
good of their people. Bless our president, Congress, governor and all our leaders, that justice
may prevail and Your people would be free to live at peace with all. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Gracious Lord, receive our prayers for those who suffer from loneliness. Comfort them with the
sure and certain knowledge that You will never forsake them. Give them family and friends
within the household of faith with whom they can find loving companionship. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Blessed Lord, help the sick and suffering, especially those who desire our prayers [including
]. Surround them with Your love in Christ and, according to Your gracious will,

heal them. Comfort those who mourn, and fill their hearts with the certain hope of the

resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Father of lasting peace, show Your mercy to those who receive the Lord’s Supper this day, that
they would behold their salvation in the very body and blood of Christ given for them and, with
St. Simeon, be well-prepared to depart in peace according to Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Lord God, heavenly Father, we here remember the sufferings and death of Your dear Son, Jesus
Christ, for our salvation. Praising His victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw strength
from His ascension before You, where He ever stands for us as our own High Priest. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and
preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a
sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22—-24; Eph. 4:1-3).

Sit

Offering Aria Alan Viner



Stand

Offertory
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vows to the Lord nowin the pres-ence of all His peo-ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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(P The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.
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(P) Lift up your hearts.

o
We lift them to the Lord.

LSB 159

LSB 160



(P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the
mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing
You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving

LSB 161
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(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created
and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With
repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His

body and His blood on the cross.



Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew,
and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His
blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has
no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all
glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
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thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My *I+ blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink,
You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your
rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming
for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



Pax Domini LSB 163

P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Agnus Dei LSB 163
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Sit
Distribution

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who
come to receive, saying:

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins.
Amen.

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of
your sins.
Amen.

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:
(P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to
life everlasting. Depart *I+ in peace.
Amen.



Distribution Hymn

563 Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness
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1 Je - sus, Thy blood and righ - teous - ness My beau - ty
2 Bold shall I stand in that great day, Cleansed and re -
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on the o - cean shore, Thou hast for all a
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these ar - rayed, With joy shall I lift up my head.
these I am  From sin and fear, from guilt and shame.
lib - er -ty, Was al - so shed in Ilove for me.
ran - som paid, For all a full a - tone - ment made.

5  When from the dust of death I rise

To claim my mansion in the skies,

This then shall be my only plea:
Jesus hath lived and died for me.

Jesus, be endless praise to Thee,

Whose boundless mercy hath for me,
For me, and all Thy hands have made,

An everlasting ransom paid.



Distribution Hymn 546 O Jesus So Sweet, O Jesus So Mild
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1 O Je - sus so sweet, O Je-sus SO mild!  For
20 Je - sus so sweet, O Je-sus SO mild!  With
30 Je - sus so sweet, O Je-sus SO mild!  Joy
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God we  now are rec - on-ciled. You have for
fills the world which  sin de - filed. What - e’er we
Hu . .
[ —# | | | | | | | | | | ) | |
Hos—— T —— o—} P ——— a—— —
L \\ij 1 % % [ = et I [ &2
heav - en down to earth In hu - man flesh through
all the ran - som paid, Your Fa - ther’srigh - teous
have be - longs to You; O keep us faith - ful,
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hu - man birth. O Je - sus so sweet, O Je - sus so mild!
an - gerstayed O Je -sus so sweet, O Je - sus so mild!
strong, and true. O Je - sus so sweet, O Je - sus so mild!
Stand
Thank the Lord
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-ry-one what He has done.
0 | — .
fa— | | [ | | I | | [ |
| | I | | | | |
[ | | | [ | |
T — ] [
Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

LSB 164



Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray... We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men.
Benediction LSB 166
P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I- give you peace.

Closing Hymn 386 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice
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Now sing we, now re - joice, Now raise to heav’n our voice;
Come from on high to me; | can-not rise to Thee.
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3 Now through His Son doth shine The  Fa-ther’s grace di - vine.

4 Oh, where shall joy be found?  Where but on heav’n-ly ground?
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He from whom joy stream - eth Poor in a man-ger lies;

Cheer my wea-ried spir - it, O pure and ho - ly Child;
Death was reign-ing o’er us Through sin and van -1 - ty
Where the an - gels sing - ing With all His saints u - nite,
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Not so bright-ly beam-eth The sun in yon - der skies.
Through Thy grace and mer - it, Blest Je - sus, Lord most mild,
Till He o -pened for us A bright e - ter - ni - ty.
Sweet - est prais-es bring-ing In heav'n-ly joy and light.
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Thou my Sav - ior art! Thou my Sav - ior art!
Draw me un - to Thee! Draw me wun - to Thee!
May we praise Him  there! May  we praise Him there!
Oh, that we were there! Oh, that we were there!

Postlude Trumpet Voluntary in D Henry Purcell



