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Prelude “O Holy Night” by Adolphe Adam Craig Escude` 

 

Stand and face the processional cross as it enters. 

Processional Hymn  379 O Come, All Ye Faithful 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Invocation and Opening Sentences 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P For to us a child is born,  
C to us a son is given; 
P and the government shall be upon His shoulder, 
C and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
P Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
C Prince of Peace. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
P Everlasting Father, we acknowledge our unworthiness to stand in Your presence as we 

celebrate the arrival of Your Son to save us. Confessing our sins of thought, word, and deed, we 
pray: 

C Father, forgive us. 



P The Virgin Mary accepted Your call to be the mother of Jesus. Forgive us for the ways we ignore 
the call of Your Holy Word and live in disobedience to Your perfect will. We pray: 

C Father, forgive us. 
  

P Your Son, our Savior, was humbly born and laid in the Bethlehem manger. Forgive our greed, 
pride, and rejection of Your commands. We pray: 

C Father, forgive us. 
  

P The shepherds left their flocks to go to Bethlehem and see what the Lord had made known to 
them. Forgive our self-interest and unwillingness to leave everything to follow You. We pray: 

C Father, forgive us. 
  

P The Magi followed the star as it led them to Jesus, the true King of all people. Forgive us for not 
seeking You with all our hearts. We pray: 

C Father, forgive us. 
  

P Everlasting Father, knowing that You hear and answer us for sake of Jesus Christ, we bring the 
silent prayers of our hearts before Your throne of grace. 

  

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Our Wonderful Counselor and Mighty God sends forth His perfect gift into our sinful world. On 
this most sacred day, we behold the glory of Jesus Christ and receive the redemption He earned 
for us by His death and resurrection. By faith in His promises, we become children of our 
Everlasting Father and heirs of His eternal kingdom.  

 

 As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Introit Psalm 93:1–2, 5; antiphon: Isaiah 9:2a, 6a, c Tone G 

 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a | great light.* 
 To us a | child is born. 
His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, | Mighty God,* 
 Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace. 
The LORD reigns; he is robed in | majesty;* 
 the LORD is robed; he has put on strength | as his belt. 
Yes, the world is es- | tablished;* 
 it shall nev- | er be moved. 
Your throne is established | from of old;* 
 you are from ever- | lasting. 
Your decrees are very | trustworthy;* 
 holiness befits your house, O LORD, for- | evermore. 
 



Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a | great light.* 
 To us a | child is born. 
His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, | Mighty God,* 
 Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace. 

Kyrie LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that 
as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come to the fullness of His 
joys in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 
 
 



Hymn 380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 9:2–7 
P The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, the ninth chapter. 

2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep 
darkness, on them has light shined. 3You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they 
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil.  4For the 
yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on 
the day of Midian. 5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled 
in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7Of the increase of his government and of peace 
there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of 
hosts will do this.  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 



Epistle Titus 2:11–14 

P The Epistle is from Titus, the second chapter. 
  

 11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12training us to renounce 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present 
age, 13waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ, 14who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people 
for his own possession who are zealous for good works. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Psalm and Verse Psalm 98:1–4; Matthew 1:21 

P Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! 
C His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for Him. 
P The Lord has made known His salvation; 
C He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
P He has remembered His steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 
C All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
P Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 
C break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 
 

P Alleluia. She will bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus, 
C for He will save His people from their sins. Alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel John 1:1-18 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in 
the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness 
about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness 
about the light. 
 9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, 
and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his 
own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will 
of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and cried out, 



“This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only 
God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was  
 buried. He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

Sit 

Hymn 412 The People That in Darkness Sat 

 

 

 
 

5 His righteous government and pow’r 
    Shall over all extend; 
On judgment and on justice based, 
    His reign shall have no end, 
    His reign shall have no end. 

D 6 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray, 
    And make us Thine alone, 
Who with the Father ever art 
    And Holy Spirit, one, 
    And Holy Spirit, one. 



THE GOOD NEWS OF A GREAT JOY  
Presented By the Children 

Sit 

The Promise of Peace 
I In the beginning, God created a perfect world filled with sparkling stars, majestic mountains, 

verdant valleys, and amazing animals. There was no sickness, no pain, and no death. The people 
God had made lived at peace with the animals, with each other, and with God. Then one day, 
the people were tempted to doubt God’s Word and to question the gifts He had already given 
them. They disobeyed God and took what God had commanded them not to take, bringing sin 
into the world. 

 

II When sin entered the perfect world God had made, perfect peace was lost. The man and 
woman hid from God and blamed each other and God for what they had done. Peace was 
replaced by shame and hurt and sickness and death. But God did not give up on the people He 
had made! He promised to send a Savior to bring back the peace that had been lost. 

 

III We read about God’s first promise of a Savior in Genesis 3:15, when He spoke judgment on the 
serpent who had deceived Adam and Eve: “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 
between your offspring and her offspring; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His 
heel.” The Savior would take upon Himself the punishment that man deserved. He would defeat 
sin, death, and Satan and restore the relationship between God and man. 

 

IV Hundreds of years passed while God’s people waited, sometimes wondering if God had 
forgotten the promise He had made in the Garden of Eden. But God had not forgotten. He sent 
prophets such as Isaiah to remind the people that He would one day fulfill His promise to 
restore peace. Isaiah prophesied about the promised Savior, saying, “For to us a child is born, 
to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon His shoulder, and His name shall be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). 

 
Choir “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus" 
 

Peace Is Proclaimed 
V Malachi, the last prophet recorded in the Old Testament, foretold that God would send a 

messenger to prepare the way of the promised Savior. Four hundred years later, when John the 
Baptist was born, his father, Zechariah, proclaimed these words about John, who was the 
messenger: “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before 
the Lord to prepare His ways, to give knowledge of salvation to His people in the forgiveness of 
their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on 
high to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into 
the way of peace” (Luke 1:76–79). 

 



Hymn 357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel sts. 1, 4 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
VI The promised Prince of Peace was about to arrive! God sent an angel to Mary with the 

proclamation that she would be the mother of the Savior. The angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb 
and bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of 
the Most High. And the Lord God will give to Him the throne of His father David, and He will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end” (Luke 1:30–33). 

 

VII God also sent an angel to proclaim this good news to Joseph. Matthew 1:20–23 tells us, “An 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take 
Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, 
and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.’ All this took place 
to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: ‘Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear 
a son, and they shall call His name Immanuel’ (which means, God with us).” 

 
 
 



Hymn 384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten sts. 1, 3 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

The Prince of Peace 
VIII The birth of Jesus Christ from Luke chapter 2: “In those days a decree went out from Caesar 

Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius 
was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also 
went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his 
betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths and laid Him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn” (Luke 2:1–7). 

 

IX “And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel said to them, ‘Fear not, for behold, I bring 
you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace among those with whom He is pleased!’ ” (Luke 2:8–14). 

 



X “When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let 
us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known 
to us.’ And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 
And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this 
child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up 
all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them” (Luke 2:15–20). 

 

XI The baby born in Bethlehem was the promised Prince of Peace, the Son of God, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior! God the Father sent His only Son into this world to live a perfect life in our place, 
die on the cross for our sins, and rise again to life, giving us the sure hope of eternal life. All who 
believe in Him shall have peace with God once more. Romans 5:1 declares, “Therefore, since 
we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

Hymn 364 Away in a Manger sts. 1, 3 

 

 

 

 
 

Peace for All People 
XII Jesus Christ came for all people. God placed a star in the heavens to guide the Wise Men from 

the East to the Savior of the world. We read from Matthew chapter 2: “Now after Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came 
to Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is He who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw His star 
when it rose and have come to worship Him’” (Matthew 2:1–2). 

 

XIII When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling 
all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be 
born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: ‘And you, O 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you 
shall come a ruler who will shepherd My people Israel’” (Matthew 2:3–6). 



XIV Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star 
had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, 
and when you have found Him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship Him.” After 
listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it 
rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was (Matthew 2:7–9). 

 

XV When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house 
they saw the child with Mary His mother, and they fell down and worshiped Him. They offered 
Him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they departed to their own country by another way (Matthew 2:10–12). 

 

XVI The shepherds couldn’t keep the good news of the Savior to themselves. They returned 
glorifying and praising God for all they had seen and heard. The Wise Men also likely shared the 
story of the star that led them to the Savior-King. How beautiful it is when we share the Good 
News of the Savior, who brings peace to the world. Isaiah 52:7 tells us, “How beautiful upon 
the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes peace, who brings 
good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’” 

 

Hymn 370 What Child Is This 

 

 

 

 

 



Stand 

P Our eyes have seen the salvation which You have prepared in the sight of every people; 
C A light to reveal You to the nations and the glory of Your people Israel. Glory be to the 

Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever. Amen. 

 

P Let us pray. 
C Heavenly Father, we thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus Christ, to take away our sins and 

bring peace to our fallen world. Help us to share Your message of love and forgiveness with 
others so that they may also find peace in You. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P Wonderful Counselor, You govern all things with wisdom, righteousness, and truth. Grant to all 

mankind the joy of Your presence, that we may see You at work in our midst. Guide all nations 
to behold Your glory in the face of Jesus. Wherever the good news of great joy is announced, 
grant that lives be changed forever by the power of Your Holy Spirit. Let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord Jesus, bring joy to our world! 
  

P Mighty God, You reign over all things and yet, in Christ, You reach down to save us by placing 
the most brilliant Light and most beautiful diamond in the manger of Bethlehem. Give us the 
boldness to declare Your mighty deeds and reflect the brightness of Your truth throughout the 
world. Inspire us to fulfill our earthly callings so that, through our worship and witness, all may 
know Your saving love. Let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord Jesus, bring joy to our hearts and minds! 
  

P Everlasting Father, You embrace us and make us Your children through faith in Your only-
begotten Son. Bless all those who, in any form of illness of mind and body, need Your tender 
care. Heal the sick, bind up the brokenhearted, and grant Your perfect peace to all who rest in 
You. We pray for those with special needs, [especially . . . ], that they may rejoice in the message 
of Christ coming into this world for them. Let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord Jesus, bring joy to our bodies and souls! 
  

P Prince of Peace, You give to us what the world can never give. Drive out all fears and doubts. 
Deliver us from all enemies, seen and unseen. Grant us solace in Him whose blood has set us 
free that we may be Your people forever. Open our ears to the message of the angels: “Fear 
not . . . for unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” Let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord Jesus, bring joy to our world! 
  

P Gracious God, we entrust all of these prayers into Your good and gracious hands, for the sake 
of Him whose birth we celebrate: Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 



Offering “O Holy Night” Zoe Christensen 
 “Away in a Manger” by Donald Busarow Robert Hamrick 

 

Litany of Light 
Individual candles are lit. 

Verses 1 John 1:5, 7 
P This is the message we have heard from Him and proclaim to you, 
C that God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all. 
P If we walk in the light, as He is in the light, 
C we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all 

sin. 
 

361 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

 

 

 
 

Verses John 8:12; Matthew 5:16 

P Jesus says, “I am the light of the world. 
C Whoever follows Me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
P “In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
C so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” 



Hymn 363 Silent Night, Holy Night sts. 1–3, 1g 

 

 

 

 
 

Closing Sentences Isaiah 9:6 

P For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
C and the government shall be upon His shoulder, 
P and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
C Mighty God, 
P Everlasting Father, 
C Prince of Peace. 
 

Individual candles are extinguished. 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
Stand 



Closing Hymn 387 Joy to the World 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Postlude Joy to the World                                                       Hugo Gehrke 
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