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We are delighted to have you worship with us today.  May this hour of praise 

and celebration be one of spiritual renewal.  Please join us for worship at any 

time and sign the red Record of Fellowship pad in the pew. To inquire about 

membership or other information, please call the Church Office:  692-7027 

or email us at mtpisgahlcms@gmail.com. 
  

 

TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER 
  

Holy Communion is celebrated at all services every Sunday and on special 

festivals.  This Sacrament is the means by which Jesus Christ, the bread 

of life, gives us his flesh and blood to eat and drink. In this Meal, Jesus 

forgives our sins, gives us victory over death and Satan, and delivers his 

eternal salvation to us.  Since this is the true body and true blood of Jesus 

Christ in, with and under the bread and wine, we do not treat this 

sacrament lightly; rather, we receive it with great reverence and gratitude 

to our merciful Savior. Moreover, St. Paul writes: “Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the 

cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 

Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who 

eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself (1 Cor. 11:27-

29).”  An order of self-examination is located on pages 329-330 of your hymnal. 
 

To ensure that all who participate in this sacrament receive this sacred gift as the blessing it is 

intended to be and not to their condemnation, this congregation, with Christian love and in 

accordance with Holy Scripture, practices closed communion with those who have been instructed 

and share our public profession of the Christian faith in all its articles. We therefore ask our guests 

who wish to commune to speak with the Pastor before the service.   
 

We provide both the common cup and individual cups.  The individual cups in the center of tray 

are alcohol free for those with medical requirements that prevent them from receiving alcohol.  

Wine, however, is the preferred means to receive the blood of Christ, if and when possible, since 

wine is what Jesus used to institute this sacrament.  Likewise, we use unleavened bread, as our 

Lord did. Gluten-free hosts are also available for those with medical needs.  Please alert the Pastor 

or an Elder of any needs. 
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The Divine Service: Setting Four 
 
Prelude    What Hope! An Eden Prophesied       Sam Etherton 
 

Stand 

Opening Hymn 339 Lift Up Your Heads, You Everlasting Doors 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Confession and Absolution 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 



P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the 
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, 
and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people 
let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the 
sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Kneel/Sit 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 
Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and 
gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and 
grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive 
our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
Stand 

Introit Psalm 85:8–9, 12–13; antiphon: v. 7 Tone F 

 

Show us your steadfast love, | O LORD,* 
 and grant us your sal- | vation. 
Let me hear what God the | LORD will speak,* 
 for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to | folly. 
Surely his salvation is near to those who | fear him,* 
 that glory may dwell | in our land. 
Yes, the LORD will give | what is good,* 
 and our land will yield its | increase. 
Righteousness will go be- | fore him* 
 and make his foot- | steps a way. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Show us your steadfast love, | O LORD,* 
 and grant us your sal- | vation. 



Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath Matthew 11:10b 
P Alleluia. Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
C who will prepare your way before you. Alleluia. 
 

Lighting Hymn 357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel sts 5–7 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts 
by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 



Sit 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11 

1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good news to 
the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 
opening of the prison to those who are bound; 2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day 
of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3to grant to those who mourn in Zion—to give 
them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment 
of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the 
LORD, that he may be glorified. 4They shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former 
devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. . . . 

8For I the LORD love justice; I hate robbery and wrong; I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 9Their offspring shall be known among the 
nations, and their descendants in the midst of the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge 
them, that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed. 10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul 
shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with 
the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a 
garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
to sprout up before all the nations. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 126; antiphon: v. 5 Tone F 

 
1When the LORD restored the fortunes of | Zion,* 
 we were like | those who dream. 
2Then our mouth was filled with | laughter,* 
 and our tongue with | shouts of joy; 
then they said among the nations, 
 “The LORD has done great | things for them.”* 
3The LORD has done great things for us; | we are glad. 

4Restore our fortunes, | O LORD,* 
 like streams in the | Negeb! 
5Those who | sow in tears* 
 shall reap with | shouts of joy! 
6He who goes out weeping, 
 bearing the seed for | sowing,* 
shall come home with shouts of joy, 
 bringing his | sheaves with him. 



Epistle 1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 

 16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise prophecies, 21but test 
everything; hold fast what is good. 22Abstain from every form of evil. 
 23Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul 
and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24He who calls you is faithful; he 
will surely do it. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 1:6–8, 19–28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness 
about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness 
about the light. . . . 
 19This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 
“Who are you?” 20He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21And they 
asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he 
answered, “No.” 22So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent 
us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 
 24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, 
if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with 



water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27even he who comes after me, the strap of 
whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, 
where John was baptizing. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
     died and was buried. He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

 
Sit 

Hymn of the Day 345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding 

 

 

 
 

Sermon 
 



Stand 

Prayer of the Church 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the Church, preparing to celebrate the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
remembering John the Forerunner’s preaching of the baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins, we, too, may die to sin and rise to new life, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the Church, that the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world would richly and 
daily forgive our sins and the sins of all believers; and all pastors in Christ, that they would 
remain faithful to not deny but confess Him, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the children of our families, that every darkness would be lightened by Christ’s gracious 
visitation; and that God would preserve them from dangers to body and soul, guide them by 
His Word in wise paths, and keep them firm in the faith until life’s end, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all in authority, that they would be given wisdom and insight until the day when Christ 
comes again in glory to usher in His kingdom, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For those afflicted with pain, sickness, trials and difficulties, [especially _____________,] that 
they may be granted health and the certainty that our bodies will be incorruptible and immortal 
when Christ returns to make all things new, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the sufferings and death of Your dear Son, 
Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Rejoicing in His victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw 
strength from His ascension before You, where He ever stands for us as our own High Priest. 
Gather us together from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and 
preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a 
sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
Sit 

Offering                                  
 10:45   Choir 

 



Service of the Sacrament 
Stand 

Preface LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely 
bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us 
when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, 
giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead 
and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will 
rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given 

Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  
In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the Baptist, to proclaim that in Christ the 
kingdom of heaven draws near.  With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” confident 
that in His body and blood, given us to eat and drink, we receive the forgiveness of sins and so 
proclaim His death until He comes again in glory.  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has 
taught us: 



Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 



Sit 

Distribution 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who 
come to receive, saying: 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 
Amen. 
  

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of 
your sins. 
Amen. 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to 
life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

 
C Amen. 
 

Distribution Hymn 527 O Savior, Precious Savior 

 

 

 

 



 
Distribution Hymn 564 Christ Sits at God’s Right Hand 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Then let us now draw near, 

    Washed in that precious flood 
And enter the Most Holy Place 
    By Jesus’ blood. 
From hearts that are sincere, 
    Let tongues our hope profess, 
And trust anew God’s faithful grace 
    That we confess. 

 

D 6 All praise to Christ we bring, 
    Our Lord who intercedes, 
Our great High Priest enthroned above 
    Who knows our needs; 
And to the Father sing 
    Our songs of thankful praise, 
Who with the Spirit reigns in love 
    For endless days. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Stand 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 
we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 



Benedicamus LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn 342 What Hope! An Eden Prophesied 

 

 
 
Postlude        Lift Up Your Heads, You Everlasting Doors      Allan Mahnke 

 
 

Loving Support needed 

We will have a free will basket set up on Sunday for James Duncan.  James is a preschool 

student that was diagnosed with adrenal cancer and will be undergoing chemo.  He has a 

little brother in the baby room and we need to rally around our preschool family and give 

a love donation to help with travel expenses.  

 


