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We are delighted to have you worship with us today.  May this hour of praise 

and celebration be one of spiritual renewal.  Please join us for worship at any 

time and sign the red Record of Fellowship pad in the pew. To inquire about 

membership or other information, please call the Church Office:  692-7027 

or email us at mtpisgahlcms@gmail.com. 
  

 

TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER 
  

Holy Communion is celebrated at all services every Sunday and on special 

festivals.  This Sacrament is the means by which Jesus Christ, the bread 

of life, gives us his flesh and blood to eat and drink. In this Meal, Jesus 

forgives our sins, gives us victory over death and Satan, and delivers his 

eternal salvation to us.  Since this is the true body and true blood of Jesus 

Christ in, with and under the bread and wine, we do not treat this 

sacrament lightly; rather, we receive it with great reverence and gratitude 

to our merciful Savior. Moreover, St. Paul writes: “Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the 

cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 

Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who 

eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself (1 Cor. 11:27-

29).”  An order of self-examination is located on pages 329-330 of your hymnal. 
 

To ensure that all who participate in this sacrament receive this sacred gift as the blessing it is 

intended to be and not to their condemnation, this congregation, with Christian love and in 

accordance with Holy Scripture, practices closed communion with those who have been instructed 

and share our public profession of the Christian faith in all its articles. We therefore ask our guests 

who wish to commune to speak with the Pastor before the service.   
 

We provide both the common cup and individual cups.  The individual cups in the center of tray 

are alcohol free for those with medical requirements that prevent them from receiving alcohol.  

Wine, however, is the preferred means to receive the blood of Christ, if and when possible, since 

wine is what Jesus used to institute this sacrament.  Likewise, we use unleavened bread, as our 

Lord did. Gluten-free hosts are also available for those with medical needs.  Please alert the Pastor 

or an Elder of any needs. 

  

 

Rev. Jonathan Christensen - Pastor 

mplc.pastor@gmail.com 

Office: (828) 692-7027 ex.402 

Cell: (920)530-8606 
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The Divine Service: Setting Four 
 
Prelude    Before You, Lord, We Bow   Healey Willan, Barbara Harbach 
 

Stand 

Opening Hymn 966 Before You, Lord, We Bow 

 

 

 
 

Confession and Absolution 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the 
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, 
and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people 



let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the 
sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Kneel/Sit 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and 

gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and 
grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive 
our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
Stand 

Introit Psalm 121:1–4, 7–8; antiphon: v. 5 Tone A 

 

The LORD is your | keeper;* 
 the LORD is your shade on your | right hand. 
I lift up my eyes | to the hills.* 
 From where does my | help come? 
My help comes | from the LORD,* 
 who made | heaven and earth. 
He will not let your | foot be moved;* 
 he who keeps you will not | slumber. 
Behold, he who keeps | Israel* 
 will neither slum- | ber nor sleep. 
The LORD will keep you from all | evil;* 
 he will | keep your life. 
The LORD will keep your going out and your | coming in* 
 from this time forth and for- | evermore. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

The LORD is your | keeper;* 
 the LORD is your shade on your | right hand. 

 



Kyrie LSB 204 

 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray…  O God, the protector of all who trust in You, have mercy on us that with You as 
our ruler and guide we may so pass through things temporal that we lose not the things eternal; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 45:1–7 
1Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped, to subdue nations 

before him and to loose the belts of kings, to open doors before him that gates may not be closed: 
2“I will go before you and level the exalted places, I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut 
through the bars of iron, 3I will give you the treasures of darkness and the hoards in secret places, 



that you may know that it is I, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 4For the sake 
of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, I name you, though you do not 
know me. 5I am the LORD, and there is no other, besides me there is no God; I equip you, though you 
do not know me, 6that people may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is 
none besides me; I am the LORD, and there is no other. 7I form light and create darkness, I make well-
being and create calamity, I am the LORD, who does all these things.”   

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 96:1–9; antiphon: v. 9a Tone A 

 
1Oh sing to the LORD a | new song;* 
 sing to the LORD, | all the earth! 
2Sing to the LORD, | bless his name;* 
 tell of his salvation from | day to day. 
3Declare his glory among the | nations,* 
 his marvelous works among all the | peoples! 
4For great is the LORD, and greatly | to be praised;* 
 he is to be feared a- | bove all gods. 
5For all the gods of the peoples are worthless | idols,* 
 but the LORD made the | heavens. 
6Splendor and majesty are be- | fore him;* 
 strength and beauty are in his sanctu- | ary. 

7Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the | peoples,* 
 ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength! 
8Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;* 
 bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts! 
9Worship the LORD in the splendor of | holiness;* 
 tremble before him, | all the earth! 

 

Epistle 1 Thessalonians 1:1–10 

 1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ:  Grace to you and peace. 
 2We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, 
3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of 
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because 
our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full 
conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. 6And you became 
imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy 



Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For not only 
has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God 
has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. 9For they themselves report 
concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols to 
serve the living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, 
Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 22:15–22 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 15Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle [Jesus] in his talk. 16And they sent their 
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true and teach 
the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by 
appearances. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” 18But Jesus, 
aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin for the 
tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20And Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is 
this?” 21They said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22When they heard it, they marveled. And they left 
him and went away. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 



Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 
and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of 
one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for 
our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered 
and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to 
judge  both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke 
by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge 
one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the 
life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sit 

Hymn of the Day 797 Praise the Almighty 

 

 

 

 

 



 
3 Blessèd, oh, blessèd are they forever 

    Whose help is from the Lord Most High, 
Whom from salvation can nothing sever, 
    And who in hope to Christ draw nigh. 
To all who trust in Him, our Lord 
Will aid and counsel now afford. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

4 Penitent sinners, for mercy crying, 
    Pardon and peace from Him obtain; 
Ever the wants of the poor supplying, 
    Their faithful God He will remain. 
He helps His children in distress, 
The widows and the fatherless. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 

D 5 Praise, all you people, the name so holy 
    Of Him who does such wondrous things! 
All that has being, to praise Him solely, 
    With happy heart its amen sings. 
Children of God, with angel host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Sermon 

 

Stand 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 

needs.  God of our salvation, You deliver Your Son’s work through Your Word in power and in 
the Holy Spirit. Strengthen the Church’s pastors to proclaim Your truth. Increase the faith of all 
who hear, that they may respond in love, steadfast in their hope. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P God of all truth, from the rising of the sun to its setting, You make known Your salvation in 

Christ. Bless fathers and mothers as they teach their children Your Word and Your ways. Let 
them know that there is no God besides You and so rejoice in Your faithfulness. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P God our Father, You appointed Cyrus as Your instrument to return Your people to Jerusalem. 

Uphold the authorities of our nation in wisdom and integrity, that we might live in peace with 
a good conscience. Lead us to recognize them as Your instruments, honoring them as You 
command. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P O Lord, our help comes from You, who made heaven and earth. You preserve our life. Have 

mercy on all who are afflicted. Keep them from all evil and shade them from all harm. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 



C hear our prayer. 
P True and living God, You have turned us from idols to serve You and live. As we await Your Son’s 

return in glory, grant that we would faithfully receive Him at this altar with repentance and joy. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a 
sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
 

Sit 

Offering In the Shattered Bliss of Eden                         Robert M. Thompson 

Service of the Sacrament 
Stand 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely 
bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us 
when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, 
giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead 
and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will 
rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 



 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given 
Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden 
fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great 
mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made 
His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.   We give You thanks for the redemption You 
have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat 
and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation 
that come to us in His body and blood. Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed… 
 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 



 

 
Sit 

Distribution 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who 
come to receive, saying: Take, eat; this is the true body of Jesus Christ, given for you.  Take, drink; this is the true blood 
of Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins. 

 

Distribution Hymn 572 In the Shattered Bliss of Eden 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
5 Taste and see the bliss of heaven 

    Known by saints around the throne, 
Where the Lamb, in closest union, 
    Lives to love and feed His own. 
From His riven side forever 
    Flows the purest stream of love, 
Love that robes us with the raiment 
    Worn by all who feast above. 

 

6 Gone the bliss of Eden’s garden, 
    Gone the age of sacrifice; 
Ours the time of grace and favor, 
    Ours the call to paradise! 
Ever, Lord, impress upon us: 
    Only You can cover sin— 
Take our worthless, self-made garments; 
    Clothe our shame and cleanse within. 

 
Distribution Hymn 618 I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table 

 

 



 

 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to 
life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Stand 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 
we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn 525 Crown Him with Many Crowns 

 

 



 

 
 
 
Postlude        Crown Him with Many Crowns                            Mark Rippe 


