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We are delighted to have you worship with us today. May this hour of praise
and celebration be one of spiritual renewal. Please join us for worship at any
time and sign the red Record of Fellowship pad in the pew. To inquire about
membership or other information, please call the Church Office: 692-7027
Welcome Visitors! or email us at mtpisgahlcms@gmail.com.

TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER

Holy Communion is celebrated at all services every Sunday and on special
festivals. This Sacrament is the means by which Jesus Christ, the bread
of life, gives us his flesh and blood to eat and drink. In this Meal, Jesus
forgives our sins, gives us victory over death and Satan, and delivers his
eternal salvation to us. Since this is the true body and true blood of Jesus
Christ in, with and under the bread and wine, we do not treat this
sacrament lightly; rather, we receive it with great reverence and gratitude
to our merciful Savior. Moreover, St. Paul writes: “Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the
cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord.
Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who
eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself (1 Cor. 11:27-
29).” An order of self-examination is located on pages 329-330 of your hymnal.

To ensure that all who participate in this sacrament receive this sacred gift as the blessing it is
intended to be and not to their condemnation, this congregation, with Christian love and in
accordance with Holy Scripture, practices closed communion with those who have been instructed
and share our public profession of the Christian faith in all its articles. We therefore ask our guests
who wish to commune to speak with the Pastor before the service.

We provide both the common cup and individual cups. The individual cups in the center of tray
are alcohol free for those with medical requirements that prevent them from receiving alcohol.
Wine, however, is the preferred means to receive the blood of Christ, if and when possible, since
wine is what Jesus used to institute this sacrament. Likewise, we use unleavened bread, as our
Lord did. Gluten-free hosts are also available for those with medical needs. Please alert the Pastor
or an Elder of any needs.

Rev. Jonathan Christensen - Pastor
mplc.pastor@gmail.com
Office: (828) 692-7027 ex.402
Cell: (920)530-8606
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The Divine Service: Setting Four

Prelude In Thee is Gladness Jon D. Vicker
Stand
Hymn 818 In Thee Is Gladness
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To Thee are cleav - ing; Naught can us sev - er: Al-le-lu-ia!
And still shall raise Him Glad hymns for - ev - er: Al-le-1u -ia!

Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
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But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

(P} Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word,
and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people
let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the
sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Kneel/Sit
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.
Amen.

P} Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and
gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and
grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive
our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.
Service of the Word
Stand
Introit Psalm 143:1-2; antiphon: v. 9 Tone F
H u P *
A ——1 e S N |
o

Deliver me from my enemies, | O LORD!*
| have fled to you for | refuge!
Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for | mercy!*
In your faithfulness answer me, in your | righteousness!
Enter not into judgment with your | servant,*
for no one living is righteous be- | fore you.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Deliver me from my enemies, | O LOorRD!*
| have fled to you for | refuge!

Kyrie LSB 204
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.




Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro- claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev -er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—

Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,

You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’'n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo - ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P} Letus pray.
O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout prayers of Your
Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.
Sit
Old Testament Reading Genesis 50:15-21
5When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will
hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” %So they sent a message to Joseph,
saying, “Your father gave this command before he died, "‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the
transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.” And now, please forgive
the transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him.
18Hjs brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” °But
Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am | in the place of God? 2°As for you, you meant evil against



me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are
today. 2!So do not fear; | will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and
spoke kindly to them.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 103:1-12; antiphon: v. 13 Tone F
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Bless the LorDp, | O my soul,*

and all that is within me, bless his | holy name!
2Bless the LorD, | O my soul,*

and forget not all his | benefits,
3who forgives all your in- | iquity,*

who heals all your dis- | eases,
‘who redeems your life | from the pit,*

who crowns you with steadfast love and | mercy,
Swho satisfies | you with good*

so that your youth is renewed like the | eagle’s.

5The LorD works | righteousness*
and justice for all who | are oppressed.
’He made known his ways to | Moses,*
his acts to the people of | Israel.
8The Lorb is merciful and | gracious,*
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.
°He will not | always chide,*
nor will he keep his anger for- | ever.
10He does not deal with us according | to our sins,*
nor repay us according to our in- | iquities.
For as high as the heavens are a- | bove the earth,*
so great is his steadfast love toward those who | fear him;
1235 far as the east is | from the west, *
so far does he remove our transgres- | sions from us.

Epistle Romans 14:1-12
As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 20One person
believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 3Let not the one who
eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who
eats, for God has welcomed him. “Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is



before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him
stand.

>One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each
one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6The one who observes the day, observes it in honor
of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one
who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. “For none of us lives to himself,
and none of us dies to himself. éIf we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So
then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. °For to this end Christ died and lived
again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.

1PWhy do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we
will all stand before the judgment seat of God; for it is written, “As | live, says the Lord, every knee
shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” 12So then each of us will give an account
of himself to God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia and Verse
o) | , T , |
A — ] g ] — = / s H
o e o [TteLe o Toet e
Q) o _ | I
Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
i 9 K— ——1 frm— f K
— | | T | TV Il I | | | 1
O [ | o o & & | ® & o & & |
J & -

These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
h pr—— \

: i — | 1 ! H
[ [ [ d H

Q) ! c— I &
Je-sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
I 9 ! | 1  — - | f T — N |
i (Lmv O e = i .—‘i_‘ I — - er_f—ﬂ
oJ o _ | I
Al - le-1lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Matthew 18:21-35

(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

2peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and | forgive
him? As many as seven times?” ??Jesus said to him, “l do not say to you seven times, but seventy
times seven.

Z“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts
with his servants. *When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand
talents. 2°And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children



and all that he had, and payment to be made. 5So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have
patience with me, and | will pay you everything.” 2’And out of pity for him, the master of that servant
released him and forgave him the debt. 22But when that same servant went out, he found one of his
fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying,
‘Pay what you owe.’ 2°So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me,
and | will pay you.’ 3°He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 3'When
his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and
reported to their master all that had taken place. 3?Then his master summoned him and said to him,
‘You wicked servant! | forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33And should not you
have had mercy on your fellow servant, as | had mercy on you?’ 3*And in anger his master delivered
him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 3°So also my heavenly Father will do to every one
of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life I~ of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
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1 Come down, O Love di - vine; Seek Thou this soul of  mine,
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And vis - it it with Thine own ar - dor glow - ing;
To dust and ash - es in its heat con - sum - ing;
And low - li - ness be - come mine in - ner cloth - ing—
Shall far out-pass the powr of hu - man tell - ing;
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And let Thy glo - rious light Shine ev-er on my sight,
True low - li - ness of heart, Which takes the hum - bler  part,
No soul can guess His grace Till it be-come the place
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And kin - dle it, Thy ho - ly flame be - stow - ing.
And clothe me round, the  while my path i - Ilum - ing.
And o’er its own short - com-ings weeps with loath - ing.
Where-in  the Ho - ly Spir - it makes His dwell - ing.
Sermon
Stand
Prayer of the Church
(P) Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their
needs.

Heavenly Father, in Your mercy You have forgiven our insurmountable debt of sin, ransoming
us with the death of Your Son. Free us from our grudges and unforgiving nature, lest through
our lack of mercy we exclude ourselves from Your forgiveness. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty God, as You kept Joseph from evil and brought good from his suffering in Egypt, deliver
us by Your grace so that we may learn patience in trials. Teach us to be slow to judge, quick to
forgive, and steadfast in love for You and one another. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We praise You, O Lord, for retaining among us Your Holy Word and Sacraments. Continue to
raise up faithful stewards of Your mysteries, that repentance and the forgiveness of sins in
Christ’s name would be proclaimed in our midst and throughout the world. Prepare Your
baptized children to be faithful confessors of the hope that is in them. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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(P) Caring Father, visit the homes of Your people. Keep them from all harm and danger, and grant
that we would dwell together in peace under the protection of Your holy angels. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P God of power and might, sustain the nations of the earth and lead them in the way of justice
and truth. Defend life and liberty, and give us honest and faithful rulers, so that our nation may
strive toward what is honorable, true and just. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P) Heavenly Father, according to Your will grant healing to the sick and infirm [especially

]. Grant them patience to endure their time of suffering and crown their days
with Your mercy. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P] Merciful God, though we come to Your table as servants who owe a debt we cannot pay, Your

Son has forgiven it in its entirety. As we receive His very body and blood for our forgiveness, let
us be grateful and go out to serve others with the same spirit of forgiveness. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P) Hear us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a
sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3).

Sit
Offering  Choir 10:45 service Sing a New Song to the Lord Natalie Sleeth
Service of the Sacrament
Stand
Preface LSB 208
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P} Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
(P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to

You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely
bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us
when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin,
giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead
and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will
rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:



Sanctus LSB 208

I

T
| | | [

Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;

Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given
Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden
fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great
mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made
His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant
us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the
blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

Pax Domini

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen,.



Agnus Dei
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(0) Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,

Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we pray.
And grant us peace, (0) Lord, we  pray.
Sit
Distribution

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

LSB 210

(P) The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to

life everlasting. Depart *I+ in peace.

Amen.
Hymn 563 Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness
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these ar - rayed, With joy shall I lift  up my head.
these I am From sin and fear, from guilt and shame.
lib - er - ty, Was al - so shed in love for me.
ran - som paid, For all  a  full a - tone - ment made.



When from the dust of death I rise
To claim my mansion in the skies,
This then shall be my only plea:
Jesus hath lived and died for me.

6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee,
Whose boundless mercy hath for me,
For me, and all Thy hands have made,
An everlasting ransom paid.

635 O Gracious Lord, | Firmly Am Believing sts. 1-5
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Your bound - less love
My thank - less thoughts
Lord, as a guest,
You I em - brace
This cup You give

will bless each faith - ful soul,
and words and deeds e - rase,
sure - ly am the least:
faith and ho - ly love;
take a - way each ill

As from this al -
To me Your hand
Un - clean, un - fit,
Grant me the strength
Come and re - lieve

we are here re-ceiv - ing
mer - cy now ex-tend - ing,
wor - thy deeds un - a - ble—
show by my be-hav - ior
soul from all af - flic - tion;
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Your bod - y and Your blood to make us whole,
(0] God, my Sav - ior, im - plore Your grace,
My heart pre - pare for most ho - ly feast,
A life now hid -den in Your reign a - bove,
Calm ev - ry sigh un - til my heart is still,
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Your bod - y and Your blood to make us whole.
(0] God, my Sav - ior, im - plore Your grace.
My heart pre - pare for this most ho - ly feast.
A life now hid -den in Your reign a - bove.

s

Calm ev - ’ry sigh un - til

my  heart is still.



Stand
Nunc Dimittis
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peo - ple, Your cho - sen Is - ra - el
sound - ing Through all e - ter - ni - ty

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.

LSB 211

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and
we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Benediction

P

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.

Amen.
Hymn 611 Chief of Sinners Though | Be
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1 Chief of sin - ners though I be, Je - sus shed His
2 Oh, the height of Je - sus’ love, High - er than the
30n -1y Je - sus can im - part Balm to  heal the
4 Chief of sin - ners though I be, Christ  is all in
50 my Sav - ior, help af - ford By Your Spir - it
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blood for me, Died that I  might live on  high,
heav’ns a - bove, Deep - er than the depths of sea,
wound -ed heart, Peace that flows from sin for - giv’'n,
all to me; All my wants to Him are known,
and Your Word! When my way - ward heart would stray,
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Lives that I might nev - er die. As the branch is
Last-ing as e - ter - ni - ty! Love that found me—
Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n, Faith and hope to
All my sor-rows are His own. He sus - tains the
Keep me in the nar - row way; Grace in time of
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to the vine, 1 am His, and He is mine.
won - drous thought! Found me when I  sought Him not.
walk with God In the way that E - noch trod.
hid - den life Safe with Him from earth - ly strife.
need sup - ply While I live and when 1 die.
Postlude Chief of Sinners Though | Be C.S. Lang



