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We are delighted to have you worship with us today.  May this hour of praise 

and celebration be one of spiritual renewal.  Please join us for worship at any 

time and sign the red Record of Fellowship pad in the pew. To inquire about 

membership or other information, please call the Church Office:  692-7027 

or email us at mtpisgahlcms@gmail.com. 
  

 

TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER 
  

Holy Communion is celebrated at all services every Sunday and on special 

festivals.  This Sacrament is the means by which Jesus Christ, the bread 

of life, gives us his flesh and blood to eat and drink. In this Meal, Jesus 

forgives our sins, gives us victory over death and Satan, and delivers his 

eternal salvation to us.  Since this is the true body and true blood of Jesus 

Christ in, with and under the bread and wine, we do not treat this 

sacrament lightly; rather, we receive it with great reverence and gratitude 

to our merciful Savior. Moreover, St. Paul writes: “Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the 

cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 

Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who 

eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself (1 Cor. 11:27-

29).”  An order of self-examination is located on pages 329-330 of your hymnal. 
 

To ensure that all who participate in this sacrament receive this sacred gift as the blessing it is 

intended to be and not to their condemnation, this congregation, with Christian love and in 

accordance with Holy Scripture, practices closed communion with those who have been instructed 

and share our public profession of the Christian faith in all its articles. We therefore ask our guests 

who wish to commune to speak with the Pastor before the service.   
 

We provide both the common cup and individual cups.  The individual cups in the center of tray 

are alcohol free for those with medical requirements that prevent them from receiving alcohol.  

Wine, however, is the preferred means to receive the blood of Christ, if and when possible, since 

wine is what Jesus used to institute this sacrament.  Likewise, we use unleavened bread, as our 

Lord did. Gluten-free hosts are also available for those with medical needs.  Please alert the Pastor 

or an Elder of any needs. 

  

 

Rev. Jonathan Christensen - Pastor 

mplc.pastor@gmail.com 

Office: (828) 692-7027 ex.402 

Cell: (920)530-8606 



Mt. Pisgah Lutheran Church & Preschool 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
  

August 20, 2023 

The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
Flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God 

With thanks to Mt. Pisgah Church & Preschool for compassion during Andi Blair’s death 
 

Serving Today 

Pastor Jonathan Christensen        Robert Hamrick, Organist  

 Craig Escude, Choir Director/Cantor  

  

     8:00 AM  10:45 AM    

  Elders   Paul Mincer  David White  

      

  Lectors  Rick Sanborn  Leah Ryel    

  Ushers     

        

  Greeter  Jackie Fry  Nona Schmook   

Altar Guild  Marilyn Pittman Debbie Leger 

       Michele Escude` 

         Debby Zagone 

Serving Next Week 

     

      8:00 AM  10:45 AM    

  Lectors  Paul Mincer  Bill Paris  

  Ushers      

        

   Greeter  Jackie Fry  Nona Schmook   

  

   
Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 

2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 



The Divine Service: Setting Four 
Prelude    I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light       Mark Bender 
 
Stand 

Hymn 411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Confession and Absolution 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the 
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, 
and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people 
let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the 
sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Kneel/Sit 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 
Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and 
gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and 
grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive 
our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
Stand 

Introit Psalm 28:1–2, 6–7; antiphon: v. 8 Tone B 

 

The LORD is the strength of his | people;* 
 he is the saving refuge of his a- | nointed. 
To you, O LORD, I call; my rock, be not | deaf to me,* 
 lest, if you be silent to me, I become like those who go down | to the pit. 
Hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, when I cry to | you for help,* 
 when I lift up my hands toward your most holy sanctu- | ary. 
Blessèd | be the LORD!* 
 For he has heard the voice of my pleas for | mercy. 
The LORD is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts, and | I am helped;* 
 my heart exults, and with my song I give | thanks to him. 



Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

The LORD is the strength of his | people;* 
 he is the saving refuge of his a- | nointed. 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray… Almighty and everlasting Father, You give Your children many blessings even 

though we are undeserving. In every trial and temptation grant us steadfast confidence in Your 



loving-kindness and mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 56:1, 6–8 

1Thus says the LORD: “Keep justice, and do righteousness, for soon my salvation will come, and my 
deliverance be revealed. . . .  6“And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to 
him, to love the name of the LORD, and to be his servants, everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does 
not profane it, and holds fast my covenant—7these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them 
joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; 
for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.” 8The Lord GOD, who gathers the 
outcasts of Israel, declares, “I will gather yet others to him besides those already gathered.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 67; antiphon: v. 5 Tone B 

 
1May God be gracious to us and | bless us* 
 and make his face to shine up- | on us, 
2that your way may be | known on earth,* 
 your saving power among all | nations. 
3Let the peoples praise you, | O God;* 
 let all the peoples | praise you! 

4Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy,* 
 for you judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations up- | on earth. 
5Let the peoples praise you, | O God;* 
 let all the peoples | praise you! 

6The earth has yielded its | increase;* 
 God, our God, shall | bless us. 
7God shall | bless us;* 
 let all the ends of the earth | fear him! 

 
Epistle Romans 11:1–2a, 13–15, 28–32 

 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For I myself am an Israelite, a descendant 
of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2God has not rejected his people whom he 
foreknew. . . . 



 13Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify 
my ministry 14in order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of them. 15For 
if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from 
the dead? . . . 
28As regards the gospel, they are enemies of God for your sake. But as regards election, they are 
beloved for the sake of their forefathers. 29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just 
as you were at one time disobedient to God but now have received mercy because of their 
disobedience, 31so they too have now been disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you 
they also may now receive mercy. 32For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have 
mercy on all. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 15:21–28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 21Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22And behold, a 
Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of 
David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.” 23But he did not answer her a word. And his 
disciples came and begged him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying out after us.” 24He 
answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt before 
him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26And he answered, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and 
throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 



masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you 
desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended 
into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sit 

Hymn 653 In Christ There Is No East or West 

 

 

 
 



Sermon 
 

Stand 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 
needs. 
 

O Lord, bless this congregation and church. Grant that it may be a house of prayer and we a 
people of prayer. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O Lord, grant that the Church may steadfastly proclaim Your irrevocable gifts and calling, that 
the disobedient may receive mercy and that those who hear would become grafted onto Jesus 
Christ, the true vine. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O Lord, bless all honest work and occupations, and grant that we may use well the fruits of our 
labors. Give us generosity for those in need. Bless the tithes and offerings that accompany our 
sacrifice of praise. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O Lord, grant that the government and those who protect us might keep justice and do 
righteousness for Your name’s sake and according to Your will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P O Lord, care for those who cry to You, whether beset with grief, sorrow, pain or trouble 

[especially _____________]. Be pleased for Christ’s sake to answer them according to Your will. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O Lord, bless all who are about to receive Christ’s body and blood from this altar. Grant that 
these crumbs from Your table may strengthen us in faith and love, united with You and our 
neighbors. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him 
who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. 

C Amen. 
  

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a 
sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

 
Sit 

Offering Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed               Anne Krentz Organ 

 



Service of the Sacrament 
Stand 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely 
bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us 
when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, 
giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead 
and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will 
rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
 



Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given 
Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
  
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden 
fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great 
mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made 
His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
  
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant 
us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the 
blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood. 
  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 

 



Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 
Distribution 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who 
come to receive, saying: 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 
Amen. 
  
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of 
your sins. 
Amen. 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to 
life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 



Hymn 560 Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed 

 

 

 
 
 

Hymn 634 The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord 

 

 

 
 



5 We dare not ask how this can be, 
But simply hold the mystery 
And trust this word where life begins: 
“Given and shed for all your sins.” 

 

6 They who this word do not believe 
This food unworthily receive, 
Salvation here will never find— 
May we this warning keep in mind! 

7 But blest is each believing guest 
Who in these promises finds rest; 
For Jesus shall in love remain 
With all who here His grace obtain. 

 

8 Help us sincerely to believe 
That we may worthily receive 
Your Supper and in You find rest. 
Amen! They who believe are blest. 

Stand 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray… We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



Benedicamus LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn 831 “How Shall They Hear,” Who Have Not Heard 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Postlude            “How Shall They Hear,” Who Have Not Heard                                 Jonathan Kors 


