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We are delighted to have you worship with us today.  May this hour of praise 

and celebration be one of spiritual renewal.  Please join us for worship at any 

time and sign the red Record of Fellowship pad in the pew. To inquire about 

membership or other information, please call the Church Office:  692-7027 

or email us at mtpisgahlcms@gmail.com. 
  

 

TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER 
  

Holy Communion is celebrated at all services every Sunday and on special 

festivals.  This Sacrament is the means by which Jesus Christ, the bread 

of life, gives us his flesh and blood to eat and drink. In this Meal, Jesus 

forgives our sins, gives us victory over death and Satan, and delivers his 

eternal salvation to us.  Since this is the true body and true blood of Jesus 

Christ in, with and under the bread and wine, we do not treat this 

sacrament lightly; rather, we receive it with great reverence and gratitude 

to our merciful Savior. Moreover, St. Paul writes: “Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the 

cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 

Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who 

eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself (1 Cor. 11:27-

29).”  An order of self-examination is located on pages 329-330 of your hymnal. 
 

To ensure that all who participate in this sacrament receive this sacred gift as the blessing it is 

intended to be and not to their condemnation, this congregation, with Christian love and in 

accordance with Holy Scripture, practices closed communion with those who have been instructed 

and share our public profession of the Christian faith in all its articles. We therefore ask our guests 

who wish to commune to speak with the Pastor before the service.   
 

We provide both the common cup and individual cups.  The individual cups in the center of tray 

are alcohol free for those with medical requirements that prevent them from receiving alcohol.  

Wine, however, is the preferred means to receive the blood of Christ, if and when possible, since 

wine is what Jesus used to institute this sacrament.  Likewise, we use unleavened bread, as our 

Lord did. Gluten-free hosts are also available for those with medical needs.  Please alert the Pastor 

or an Elder of any needs. 

  

 

Rev. Jonathan Christensen - Pastor 

mplc.pastor@gmail.com 

Office: (828) 692-7027 ex.402 

Cell: (920)530-8606 



Mt. Pisgah Lutheran Church & Preschool 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
  

July 16, 2023 

The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
  

Serving Today 

Pastor Jonathan Christensen        Robert Hamrick, Organist  

 Craig Escude, Choir Director/Cantor  

  

     8:00 AM  10:45 AM    

  Elders   Rick Sanborn  David White  

      

  Lectors  Diane Sanborn John Zagone    

  Ushers      

  Greeter  Jackie Fry  Nona Schmook  

Altar Guild  Marilyn Pittman Debbie Leyer 

       Michele Escude` 

         Debby Zagone 

Serving Next Week 

     

      8:00 AM  10:45 AM    

  Lectors  Linda Licht  Kathy Kirchoefer   

  Ushers      

        

   Greeter  Jackie Fry  Nona Schmook   

  

   
 

Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 

2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 

 



The Divine Service: Setting Three 
Prelude    You Satisfy the Hungry Heart               Sondra K. Tucker 
 

Stand 

Hymn 901 Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty 

 

 

 

 
 

Confession and Absolution 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 



P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/Sit 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 
sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 
to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
Stand 

Introit Psalm 103:15–19; antiphon: v. 8 Tone C 

 

The LORD is merciful and | gracious,* 
 slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. 
As for man, his days | are like grass;* 
 he flourishes like a flower | of the field; 
for the wind passes over it, and | it is gone,* 
 and its place knows | it no more. 
But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those who | fear him,* 
 and his righteousness to children’s | children, 
to those who keep his | covenant* 
 and remember to do his com- | mandments. 
The LORD has established his throne in the | heavens,* 
 and his kingdom rules | over all. 
The LORD is merciful and | gracious,* 
 slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. 

 



 

 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

 
  
P Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant that 

we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and 
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
 

Sit 



Old Testament Reading Isaiah 55:10–13 

10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
 and do not return there but water the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
 it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
 and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12“For you shall go out in joy 
 and be led forth in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
 shall break forth into singing, 
 and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall make a name for the LORD, 
 an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 65:9–13; antiphon: v. 5 Tone C 

 
9You visit the earth and water it; you greatly enrich it; the river of God is full of | water;* 
 you provide their grain, for so you have pre- | pared it. 
10You water its furrows abundantly, settling its | ridges,* 
 softening it with showers, and bless- | ing its growth. 
11You crown the year with your | bounty;* 
 your wagon tracks overflow with a- | bundance. 
12The pastures of the wilderness | overflow,* 
 the hills gird them- | selves with joy, 
13the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, the valleys deck them- | selves with grain,* 
 they shout and sing together | for joy. 

 

Epistle Romans 8:12–17 

 12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13For if you live 
according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you 
will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive the spirit 



of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we 
cry, “Abba! Father!” 16The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 
17and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him 
in order that we may also be glorified with him. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

 
  

 1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2And great crowds gathered 
about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And 
he told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some 
seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 
where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 
6but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other 
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil 
and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9He who has ears, let him hear… 
 

 18“Hear then the parable of the sower: 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does 
not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is 
what was sown along the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 
the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a 
while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. 
22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world 
and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 23As for what was sown on 
good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, 
in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 



Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 



Hymn 577 Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast 

 

 

 
 

Sermon 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
 

Stand 

Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 



Sit 

Offering O Blessed Spring                                              Kevin Hildebrand 
 

Stand 

Prayer of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For repentance, that by every thorn and briar, God would warn us of sin and discipline us 
against temptation, so that we would place all trust in His promise of everlasting life, let us pray 
to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For devotion to the Holy Word, which God sends as abundantly as rain on the earth, that we 
may never take it for granted but seek its help and refreshment in every circumstance, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For an abundant harvest of believers, that God would bless pastors and missionaries as they 
sow His Word to the nations, preparing the hearts of all who hear to believe and yield abundant 
fruit, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For parents, that the Lord would bless them with faithfulness as they plant His Word into their 
children; and for children, that by His Word the Lord would protect them amid the cares and 
troubles of this world, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For seasonable weather and bountiful harvest, that according to our Creator’s Word, He would 
send rain on the earth to make it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to 
the eater, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For those suffering from illnesses of body or mind that the Lord would give them healing, 
comfort them with His loving presence, grant them patience to endure suffering and assure 
them always of the glory of Christ that awaits them, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all who partake of the Holy Communion, that God would sustain His children in repentance 
and faith to receive Christ’s body and blood for life and salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P Almighty God, Your Spirit calls us by the Gospel to the new life of faith. We praise You and 
acknowledge You as our Lord. Deliver us from the devil’s temptations, that we may live under 
You and serve You in righteousness, innocence and blessedness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the same Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



Service of the Sacrament 
Preface LSB 194 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this 
day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 
 



The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

Sit 

 



Distribution 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who 
come to receive, saying: 

 
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 
Amen. 
  
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of 
your sins. 
Amen. 
 
 

Hymn 595 O Blessed Spring 

 

 

 
 
 
 



Hymn 641 You Satisfy the Hungry Heart 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to 

life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 
 

Stand 

 



Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  

 
 
A Let us pray. 



We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 
we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

 
  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 



Hymn 586 Preach You the Word 

 

 

 
 
5 Of all his scattered plenteousness 

    One-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat, 
And bears a harvest hundredfold: 
    “Ah, what of that, Lord, what of that!” 

 
6 Preach you the Word and plant it home 

    And never faint; the Harvest Lord 
Who gave the sower seed to sow 
    Will watch and tend His planted Word. 

 
Postlude              Preach You the Word          Jonathan R. Mueller 
 

 

HANDICAP PARKING AREA REPAIR UPDATE:   Please be advised that the 

handicap parking area near the Fellowship Hall may be under construction starting the 

week of July 17th. 

This will block off part of the drive-thru area by the church front doors.  Also, please 

pray for this work to be completed by the end of this month. 
 
 


