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We are delighted to have you worship with us today.  May this hour of praise 

and celebration be one of spiritual renewal.  Please join us for worship at any 

time and sign the red Record of Fellowship pad in the pew. To inquire about 

membership or other information, please call the Church Office:  692-7027 

or email us at mtpisgahlcms@gmail.com. 
  

 

TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER 
  

Holy Communion is celebrated at all services every Sunday and on special 

festivals.  This Sacrament is the means by which Jesus Christ, the bread 

of life, gives us his flesh and blood to eat and drink. In this Meal, Jesus 

forgives our sins, gives us victory over death and Satan, and delivers his 

eternal salvation to us.  Since this is the true body and true blood of Jesus 

Christ in, with and under the bread and wine, we do not treat this 

sacrament lightly; rather, we receive it with great reverence and gratitude 

to our merciful Savior. Moreover, St. Paul writes: “Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the 

cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 

Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who 

eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself (1 Cor. 11:27-

29).”  An order of self-examination is located on pages 329-330 of your hymnal. 
 

To ensure that all who participate in this sacrament receive this sacred gift as the blessing it is 

intended to be and not to their condemnation, this congregation, with Christian love and in 

accordance with Holy Scripture, practices closed communion with those who have been instructed 

and share our public profession of the Christian faith in all its articles. We therefore ask our guests 

who wish to commune to speak with the Pastor before the service.   
 

We provide both the common cup and individual cups.  The individual cups in the center of tray 

are alcohol free for those with medical requirements that prevent them from receiving alcohol.  

Wine, however, is the preferred means to receive the blood of Christ, if and when possible, since 

wine is what Jesus used to institute this sacrament.  Likewise, we use unleavened bread, as our 

Lord did. Gluten-free hosts are also available for those with medical needs.  Please alert the Pastor 

or an Elder of any needs. 

  

 

Rev. Jonathan Christensen - Pastor 

mplc.pastor@gmail.com 

Office: (828) 692-7027 ex.402 

Cell: (920)530-8606 
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The Divine Service: Setting One 
Prelude    On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry              Noel Rawsthorne 
 

Stand 

Hymn 344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

 

 

 
 

Confession and Absolution 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 
 

Kneel/Sit 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 



Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
Stand 

Introit Psalm 105:4–8; antiphon: Isaiah 40:3b Tone H 

 

In the wilderness prepare the way | of the LORD;* 
 make straight in the desert a highway | for our God. 
Seek the LORD | and his strength;* 
 seek his presence con- | tinually! 
Remember the wondrous works that | he has done,* 
 his miracles, and the judgments he | uttered, 
O offspring of Abraham, his | servant,* 
 children of Jacob, his | chosen ones! 
He is the | LORD our God;* 
 his judgments are in | all the earth. 
He remembers his covenant for- | ever,* 
 the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

In the wilderness prepare the way | of the LORD;* 
 make straight in the desert a highway | for our God. 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Hymn                                                                                           357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel sts. ref, 3–4 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray… Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that 
by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 11:1–10 

1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear 
fruit. 2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3And his delight shall 
be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his 
ears hear, 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of 
the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he 
shall kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his 
loins. 
6The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf 
and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear 



shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing 
child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s 
den. 9They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 

10In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations 
inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 72:1–7; antiphon: v. 18 Tone H 

 
1Give the king your justice, | O God,* 
 and your righteousness to the | royal son! 
2May he judge your people with | righteousness,* 
 and your poor with | justice! 
3Let the mountains bear prosperity for the | people,* 
 and the hills, in | righteousness! 
4May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,  
 give deliverance to the children of the | needy,* 
 and crush the op- | pressor! 

5May they fear you while the | sun endures,* 
 and as long as the moon, throughout all gener- | ations! 
6May he be like rain that falls on the | mown grass,* 
 like showers that wa- | ter the earth! 
7In his days may the righteous | flourish,* 
 and peace abound, till the moon | be no more! 

Epistle Romans 15:4–13 
 4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance 
and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of endurance 
and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 
6that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7Therefore 
welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
 8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in order 
to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for 
his mercy. As it is written, 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.” 

10And again it is said, 



“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 

11And again, 

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.” 

12And again Isaiah says, 

“The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles 
hope.” 

13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy 
Spirit you may abound in hope. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 3:1–12 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 

 
  

 1In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2“Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he 
said, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths 
straight.’” 

4Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was 
locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going 
out to him, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, 
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit in keeping with 
repentance. 9And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell 
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 10Even now the axe is laid to 



the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into 
the fire. 
 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose 
sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 12His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, 
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Sit 

Hymn 347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 

 

 

 

 

 



Sermon 
 

Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended 
into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a 
sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

 

Sit 

Offering I Lay My Sins on Jesus                                         Randall Sensmeier 
 

Stand 

Offertory LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 160 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way 
John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from 
the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 



 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created 
and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With 
repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 
body and His blood on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, 
and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His 
blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the 
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has 
no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all 
glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 

 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, 
You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your 
rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming 
for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 



     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 



Distribution 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who 
come to receive, saying: 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 
Amen. 
  
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of 
your sins. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn 606 I Lay My Sins on Jesus 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Hymn 620 Jesus Comes Today with Healing 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor, 

Whose own feast of love I savor, 
    Bidden by His gracious call. 
Wedding garments He provides me, 
With a robe of white He hides me, 
    Fits me for the royal hall. 

 

6 Now have I found consolation, 
Comfort in my tribulation, 
    Balm to heal the troubled soul. 
God, my shield from ev’ry terror, 
Cleanses me from sin and error, 
    Makes my wounded spirit whole. 

 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to 
life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

 



Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 
we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 



Hymn 381 Let Our Gladness Have No End 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Postlude          Let Our Gladness Have No End        Theodore Beck 
 

 
 

Mission of the Month 
 

Outreach & Community Concerns 
The mission of the month for December is Habitat for Humanity of Henderson County.  

This organization partners with low income residents to build homes with affordable 

mortgages. By providing stable, safe housing they are helping the homeowner and their 

family to achieve the independence needed to build a better life.  Please consider donating 

to this worthy organization so they can continue to provide homes for families in 

Henderson County. Here are some facts about the housing crisis taken directly from their 

website: 

The affordable housing crisis in Hendersonville… 



• Substandard housing is prevalent in every part of Henderson County. (Henderson 

County Tax Assessor) 

• 50% of the workforce in Hendersonville cannot afford to live in Henderson County. 

• The total housing gap in Henderson County is 2,000. (2015 Bowen National 

Research study) 

• Henderson County has the worst demographic of Buncombe, Transylvania & 

Madison for families living in substandard housing including: no plumbing, leaded 

paint, unsafe structures, and homes that need to be condemned. (Bowen National 

Research) 

• Affordable housing is the 3rd most pressing need in Hendersonville. (joint survey 

by United Way & WCCA) 

• In 2017, fair market value for a 3BR rental in Hendersonville was $1,194 (This is 

closer to $1800 in 2022). Affording a 3BR requires a minimum wage of more than 

$22.96. A worker earning minimum wage must work 137 hours to afford. There 

are only 168 hours in a week. (H.U.D.) 

• 49.7% of renters, 5,964 renters, in Hendersonville are cost burdened – paying more 

than 30% of their income towards rent. (NC Housing Finance Agency) 

• Safe and affordable housing has been identified as one of the four key health issues 

to address in Hendersonville by the Community Health Assessment Committee 

(CHNAC). 

• 12.9% of the population in Henderson County has income below the poverty level. 

(2014 U.S. Census Bureau) 

• Most people believe that Habitat for Humanity International provides the 

funding to your local Habitat. Contrary to this belief, Henderson County Habitat 

for Humanity is responsible for raising funds locally to support our work in 

Henderson County. We rely on the generosity of the local community to help us 

continue our mission. Your donations to Habitat for Humanity International do not 

support work in your local community. If you wish to support your local Habitat, 

please send your contributions to Henderson County Habitat for Humanity.   

https://www.habitat-hvl.org/about/

 



Parish Life 
 

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 

Please join us for a Christmas luncheon on December 11, 2022 in the fellowship hall after second 

service.  A signup sheet will be in the narthex.  A free will offering will be collected to cover the 

cost of the food. 

 

Poinsettias 
Please help decorate the Sanctuary with beautiful poinsettias.  The sign up sheet is in the 

Narthex. The cost will be $6.00 per plant this year. 

 

Ladies of Mt. Pisgah 
You are invited to the Ladies Guild Luncheon on Monday, December 5 at A Day in the 

Country.  We'll be gathering there at 11 am.  Please sign up on the sign-up sheet in the 

hallway to let us know you're coming.  We'll be collecting items for Safelight's annual 

Christmas Breakfast.  The list of items needed are on the board with the sign-up sheet.  Our 

annual luncheon is always a fun event with games, gifts and laughter, so plan on joining 

us!

 
Mid-Week Service Schedule 

Advent Services 

Wednesday   December 7  1:00 PM & 7:00 PM 

Wednesday  December 14 1:00 PM & 7:00 PM 

Saturday  December 24 7:00 PM Candlelight Service 

 

MARK THE DATE 

 

December 17 @ 9:00 AM 

 
Members lots of hands are needed to help decorate the sanctuary for Christmas. 

There will be coffee and goodies being served. 

 

 
 


