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Who is the son of Adam? When Adam and Eve held their firstborn son, Cain, in their arms for the 
first time, perhaps they wondered, “Who is this son?” After all, following their sin, the Lord God 
promised salvation from Eve’s offspring (Genesis 3:15). Could this baby boy be that Savior from sin 
and death? Not yet. Instead, Cain becomes the first murderer and spills the blood of his brother, 
Abel. Thankfully, a greater Son of Adam would fulfill the promise of a Savior. This Son would be held 
in the arms of another couple—Mary and Joseph. This Son would allow His very own blood to be 
shed for the salvation of Adam, Eve, and all their descendants. 
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We are delighted to have you worship with us today.  May this hour of praise 

and celebration be one of spiritual renewal.  Please join us for worship at any 

time and sign the red Record of Fellowship pad in the pew. To inquire about 

membership or other information, please call the Church Office:  692-7027 

or email us at mtpisgahlcms@gmail.com. 
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The Order of Evening Prayer 
Prelude    What Hope! An Eden Prophesied               David N. Johnson 
 

Stand 

Hymn 342 What Hope! An Eden Prophesied 

 

 
 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Opening Sentences Psalm 146:3–5 

P Put not your trust in princes, 
C in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. 
P When his breath departs he returns to the earth; 
C on that very day his plans perish. 
P Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 
C whose hope is in the LORD his God. 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
As the hymn is sung, the candles of the Advent wreath and/or on the altar are lighted. 

Hymn                                                                                                   914 Light of Light, O Sole-Begotten st. 1 

 

 



 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who sent Your only begotten Son not to 
shed another’s blood out of anger or jealously, but for His own blood to be shed out of 
compassion and love. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His Word be a 
lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and You love Your whole creation 
and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of Light 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Phos Hilaron LSB 244 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thanksgiving for Light LSB 245 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Psalmody 
Psalm 141 LSB 245 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
L Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness 
descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth 
and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Catechesis 
Sit 

P In the Apostles’ Creed we confess that we believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary.  What does this mean? 

C I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, 
born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. 

P What does it mean to confess that Jesus is true God? 
C The Son is God in the very same sense that the Father is God—namely, He existed from all 

eternity and, together with the Father and the Spirit, created the entire universe and 
everything within it. 

P What does it mean to confess that Jesus is true man? 



C Jesus is human in the very same sense that we are human, except without sin. 
P What does it mean to confess that Jesus is Lord? 
C It acknowledges that He rules over all things and our Creator and Redeemer, and that Jesus 

is the Lord God Himself in our human flesh. 
 
Hymn 334 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 
    Cannot His love erase; 
Your guilt the Lord will pardon 
    And cover by His grace. 
He comes, for you procuring 
    The peace of sin forgiv’n, 
His children thus securing 
    Eternal life in heav’n. 

 

6 He comes to judge the nations, 
    A terror to His foes, 
A light of consolations 
    And blessèd hope to those 
Who love the Lord’s appearing. 
    O glorious Sun, now come, 
Send forth Your beams so cheering, 
    And guide us safely home. 

 

 



Readings 
First Reading Genesis 4:1–16 

P A reading from Genesis, the fourth chapter. 
  

 1Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten a man 
with the help of the LORD.” 2And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, 
and Cain a worker of the ground. 3In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD an offering of the 
fruit of the ground, 4and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And 
the LORD had regard for Abel and his offering, 5but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain 
was very angry, and his face fell. 6The LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face 
fallen? 7If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the 
door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it.” 
 8Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother 
Abel and killed him. 9Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” He said, “I do not 
know; am I my brother’s keeper?” 10And the LORD said, “What have you done? The voice of your 
brother’s blood is crying to me from the ground. 11And now you are cursed from the ground, which 
has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12When you work the ground, 
it shall no longer yield to you its strength. You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.” 13Cain 
said to the LORD, “My punishment is greater than I can bear. 14Behold, you have driven me today 
away from the ground, and from your face I shall be hidden. I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on 
the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” 15Then the LORD said to him, “Not so! If anyone kills 
Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.” And the LORD put a mark on Cain, lest any who 
found him should attack him. 16Then Cain went away from the presence of the LORD and settled in 
the land of Nod, east of Eden. 
  

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
  

 

Second Reading Romans 5:12–17 

P A reading from Romans, the fifth chapter. 
  

 12Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death 
spread to all men because all sinned— 13for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, 
but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over 
those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to 
come. 
 15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s trespass, much more 
have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. 
16And the free gift is not like the result of that one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass 
brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought justification. 17If, 
because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who 



receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man 
Jesus Christ. 
  

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Responsory for Advent LSB, p. 230 

P Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 
P In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 
P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 

 

Gospel Reading Matthew 5:17–26 

P A reading from Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
  

 17[Jesus said:] “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come 
to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an 
iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore whoever relaxes one of 
the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom 
of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you 
will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 21“You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders 
will be liable to judgment.’ 22But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be 
liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You 
fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire. 23So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember 
that your brother has something against you, 24leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be 
reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25Come to terms quickly with your 
accuser while you are going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the 
judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. 26Truly, I say to you, you will never get out until you 
have paid the last penny.” 
  

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
  
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 



Hymn of the Day 572 In the Shattered Bliss of Eden 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



5 Taste and see the bliss of heaven 
    Known by saints around the throne, 
Where the Lamb, in closest union, 
    Lives to love and feed His own. 
From His riven side forever 
    Flows the purest stream of love, 
Love that robes us with the raiment 
    Worn by all who feast above. 

 

6 Gone the bliss of Eden’s garden, 
    Gone the age of sacrifice; 
Ours the time of grace and favor, 
    Ours the call to paradise! 
Ever, Lord, impress upon us: 
    Only You can cover sin— 
Take our worthless, self-made garments; 
    Clothe our shame and cleanse within.

Sermon 

 
Offering Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding                           Malcolm Archer 

Prayer 
Kneel/Sit 

Litany LSB 249 

The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung 
simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 

  

 

 
  
L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For Matthew our synodical president and for Bill our district president, for all pastors in 

Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For Joe our nation’s president, for all public servants, for the government and those who 

protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 



L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let 
us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, 

those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant 
mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let 

us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

 

 

 
  
Silence for individual prayer. 

 

 
 

Collect for Peace 
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your 

servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in 
peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 



Stand 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 251 

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Prayer 

P During this season of Advent, we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus.” True Son of Adam, 
C come, Lord Jesus. 
P True Son of Abraham, 
C come, Lord Jesus. 
P True Son of David, 
C come, Lord Jesus. 
P True Son of God, 
C come, Lord Jesus. 
P True Son of Man, 
C come, Lord Jesus. 
P That we might receive adoption as sons, 
C come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 252 

 

 
 



Benediction LSB 252 

 

 
 

Closing Hymn In This Precious Baby Boy 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Postlude       O Lord, How Shall I Meet You                                                   Helmut Walcha 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

MARK THE DATE 

December 17 @ 9:00 AM 
Members lots of hands and strong muscles are needed to help decorate the sanctuary for 

Christmas. 

There will be coffee and goodies being served. 

 

Craft Sale Update 

 

The Craft and Bake sales have contributed $709 towards our 2022 Budget.  Craft sale 
items will continue to be available located in the Narthex.  There will be another Bake 
Sale on December 18th too.   

 

Parish Life 
 

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 
 

Please join us for a Christmas luncheon on December 11, 2022 in the fellowship hall after second 

service.  A signup sheet will be in the narthex.  A free will offering will be collected to cover the 

cost of the food. 

 

Poinsettias 

 
Please help decorate the Sanctuary with beautiful poinsettias.  The sign up sheet is in the 

Narthex. The cost will be $6.00 per plant this year. 

 
Offering Envelopes 

 

Please pick up your Offering Envelopes for next year.  They are in the Narthex on the 

table.  Also check your church mail box for other information. 

 


