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Note from Pastor 
You Shall Not Murder 

Are all sins the same?  Well… in terms of the eternal penalty for sin, it could be argued that since 

they all carry the sentence of death and hell… Yes, they are all equally condemned.  “For the 

wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23).  

Additionally, the breaking of one sin bears the guilt of all sins.  “For whoever keeps the whole law 

and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it” (James 2:10).  But does that mean 

that they are all the same?  No.   

Some sins are seen as being more offensive to God and man than others sins.  Not only does 

Scripture ascribe different earthly responses to various sin, but the violations of the law also affect 

us in different ways.  The apostle John distinguishes between the severity of sins in his first epistle: 

“If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask, and God will give 

him life—to those who commit sins that do not lead to death. There is sin that leads to death; I do 

not say that one should pray for that. All wrongdoing is sin, but there is sin that does not lead to 

death” (1 John 5:16-17).  All sins separate us from God, but not all sins are equal in their severity.   

When comparing sins, the one we most often place at the top of the list for egregiousness is murder.  

Seeking to justify ourselves when caught in a sin, it is not uncommon for us to utter: “Well, it’s 

not like I killed anybody.”  This, of course, does not get us off the hook for our sins, but our sinful 

nature tries to deflect the guilt away from us nonetheless.  Another problem with this is that it 

reduces the fifth commandment to simply the ending of someone’s life.  This may be the external 

result, but it does not address the motives of the heart that lead to murder; neither does it produce 

the positive thoughts, words, and deeds that would counter the sin that the fifth commandment 

condemns.  Reducing the fifth commandment to only the intentional act of murder and then using 

that standard to justify other sins for being “lesser” only leads to total lawlessness. 



 

 

Knowing how man makes himself righteous in his own eyes, Jesus gets to the heart of the sin by 

rightfully shining a light on the heart of man where the root of our murderousness lies.  “You have 

heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be liable 

to judgment.’ But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to 

judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ 

will be liable to the hell of fire” (Matthew 5:21-22).  Harboring hatred, anger or malice toward our 

neighbor is murdering them in our hearts.  Moreover, it rejects the One who has given this person 

life and who sustains this life.  Whether or not the offending person is a believer, they are still 

someone for whom Christ shed his blood and died.  Even if they devalued Jesus and rejected the 

redemption he freely offered, he still valued their life great enough to  

give everything, even his own life, to offer salvation nonetheless according to his grace. 

You also are one for whom the blood of Christ atoned. Therefore, we lay aside our desire for 

vengeance and leave it to the God, who alone is able to judge rightly, and to those whom he has 

appointed as bearers of the sword that we may be set free to love and forgive even our enemies.  

“We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; 

for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 

And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother” (1 John 

4:19-21).  Keeping the fifth commandment is more that restraining ourselves from taking the life 

of another.  We keep the commandment when we cherish all lives as God does. 

How do we do this?  Martin Luther clearly summarized the biblical standard in his explanation of 

the fifth commandment: “We should fear and love God so that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor 

in his body, but help and support him in every physical need.”  Every human life, from conception 

to natural death, is a life created and given by God.  Every life is one that has been purchased with 

the blood of Jesus.  Therefore, we have no right to unjustly physically hurt or harm that life.  “If 

your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink” (Romans 12:20).  

As Christians, who serve and follow Jesus, we also have an obligation to protect and defend life—

all life. It is insufficient for us to think we have kept this commandment by not strangling someone 

who annoys us; the command to not murder is also the command to uphold and support the life 

and wellbeing of our neighbor.   

There is a reason why all sins are not treated the same.  Some sins are exceptionally deplorable 

because they express just how far we have fallen away from God and his love.  We should hold 

the sin of murder with great distain.  Making ourselves the arbiter of death is about as far as we 

can go to separate ourselves from the Lord and Giver of life.  God has called you from being dead 

in your trespasses to being alive in Christ.  He has blessed you with life that you may be a blessing 

to others through the life God has given to you, and the primary way that we fulfill that calling is 

by loving what He loves, caring for others in the time of need, and valuing life in our thoughts, 

words, and deeds. 

 

 



 

 

 

Sharing Jesus’ Love in Action –  October is Pastor 
Appreciation Month! 

 

Pastors and Church Workers are God’s Gifts to Us: 
 

So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his 

people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith 

and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the 

fullness of Christ (Ephesians 4:11-13). 

Let’s remember that pastors and teachers are given to us to help us learn God’s word and to carry out 

God’s will on Earth. Where would we be without them!? Who would we ask when we have tough 

questions? Who would we turn to when faced with illness or grief? Who joins with us in the celebrations 

of baptism and marriage? Why, of course, our pastors! 

Our LWML group has decided that we need to celebrate and give thanks for our pastor.  Be on the lookout 

for an activity during the month of October that will give us all an opportunity to express our love for Pastor 

Jon. 

LWML Mission for the Month of September: 

Every month our group selects a mission to support with the money in our treasury, raised at the 

rummage sale and from other activities and donations.  This month we selected Petal Pushers. Who 

are “petal pushers” you ask?  The Petal Pushers® is a group of 4,000-5,000 volunteers from 

across the US and Canada, who decorate floats. The Lutheran Hour Ministries has the only 

Christian float in the Pasadena Tournament of Roses parade. They are not funded or budgeted by 

Lutheran Hour Ministries or the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod; however, both are supportive  

of their mission. The Committee is funded primarily by donations of their Christian friends and by 

multiple fund-raising activities.  Barbara Volk has been part of the Petal Pushers on several 

occasions, and we voted at our last LWML meeting to support her and the other “petal pushers” 



 

 

in their efforts to reach out with the gospel in a very visible way.  To see some of the past Lutheran 

Hour floats, visit the Petal Pushers website at https://www.petalpushers.org. 
 

LWML Mailbox Member Program 
 

Don’t forget to fill out the LWML Mailbox Member form that was in your church mailbox and 

return to Kathy Kirchoefer’s mailbox in the narthex or the LWML/Ladies Guild mailbox in the 

church office.  Lost your form?  Call or email Kathy Kirchoefer (301-535-0129; 

kathykirchoefer@hotmail.com).  Join us as we “serve the Lord with gladness!” 

 

The Ladies Guild/LWML meets every month on the second Monday of the month at 1 pm.  

Join us when you can—you will be very welcome! 
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Craft Sale Update 

 I hope lots of talented people are busy making things for the craft table! I look forward to 

displaying your fantastic works of art and crafty items that members can buy as unique gifts. As a 

reminder, please have your items ready to go and at the church by October 30th. 

 As an added opportunity, there will be a bake sale table during two Sundays while the craft sale 

runs. The dates will be Sunday, November 6th and again on December 11th. Please drop off baked 

goods at the church by Friday November 4th for the first bake sale.  

  

All proceeds for the sale will go toward Mt. Pisgah’s budget.  Contact Debby Zagone at (630) 

363-3645 or email me at debbyzagone@gmail.com  if you have any questions. 

 
 

PARISH LIFE 

MT. PISGAH PICNIC AND HYMN SING 

In the afternoon and evening of Sunday, September 25, 2022 over 40 members of our church and 

preschool enjoyed a wonderful picnic at the home of Sylvia and Homero Gonzalez. The weather 

was perfect.  As usual Chef Pastor Jon was at the grill cooking up burgers and hot dogs.  There 

were plenty of salads, side dishes and desserts that were enjoyed by all.  The kids had a great time 

splashing and swimming around in the swimmer and spa.  The adults that got too close did not 

remain dry.  The hymn sing started just around sunset and it was a beautiful sight as we looked out 

at the mountains and sang praises to our God.  Parish Life would like to thank all who participated 

in this wonderful event especially Sylvia and Homero for opening their home to us.  We were able 

to donate our leftover hot dogs, buns, cheese, and chips to the Hendersonville Rescue Mission for 

their cookout later this week. 

SAVE THE DATE 

Mark your calendar!  Our annual Reformation Sunday luncheon and Oktoberfest will be held on 

Sunday, October 30, 2022 after second service.  We will also be having a reception for our new 

church members.  There will be a signup sheet in the narthex soon.  

 
 

Altar Flowers 

 
Do you enjoy seeing flowers on the altar each Sunday?  Consider donating to the flower fund to 

recognize a special event or just to continue having flowers on the altar.  Mark your donation 

Altar flowers to help with this cost. 

 

mailto:debbyzagone@gmail.com


 

 

FINANCIAL NEWS 
On Sept 25th, we received $1,738 in general offerings. For September, we received $18,980.  
Year to date, we have received $214,566.  The budget YTD would be $207,012.  The amount per 
week is $5,308.   
 
Thank you for your continued support of our church.  

   

Prayer List 
 

Long Term Illness 

  

Sally Hardy 

Peggy Blyth 

Pastor Larry Rabon 

Pastor Dale Kaster 

(Kugler) 

Brian Keeney 

Joyce (Kruse) 

Stacy Olson (Ryel) 

Brenda Ridgeway (Amato) 

Gretchen Sweetser 

(Mincer) 

Mary Coffman (Coffman) 

Kathleen Fox 

 

Mike & Suzie Characky 

(Steen) 

Annette & Jim Bodden 

(Heaphy) 

Judy Fuchs 

 

Surgeries and Illness 

 

Homero Gonzalez 

Tony Selius 

Juana Maria Vela 

(Homero’s sister) 

Jan Tharp 

Mary Hill 

Wally Rose Mincer 

Joe Gabriel (Amato) 

Jostine McGlynn 

(Luecke’s) 

Grant (McLellan) 

Agapia Dragan (Luecke B) 

Joanne Blanchard (Clancy) 

David Hawthorne 

Vicki Fisher 

Louise Bauer 

Betty Ude 

 

 

Personal and Family Concerns 

  

George Fuchs 

Troy Mckinney (Rappley) 

Karen Ude 

Nancy Stang 

Nancy Hinshaw 

Don Steen 

Gabriel Escude` 

Joann Kapugi 

Kaufman Family 

Debbie Leger 

Sandi Rivers (Ryel) 

Wayne & Karen Mathis 

(Steen) 

John Characky (Steen) 

Mark & Julie Rorie 

(Armstrong) 

Melissa Shipman-Bates & 

sons Will & Cooper 

(Amato) 

Teresa Fisher & children 

Colby & Audrey 

(Kaufman) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Homebound 

  

Sue Smith 

Ann Cheadle 

Kathleen Fox 

Lee Marquardt 

Dianne Luecke 

Jan Nelson 

Louise Bauer 

Warna Berryman 

Judy Fuchs 

Joann Kapugi 

Peggy Blyth 

Suzie Karnatz 

Nancy Stang 

George Fuchs 

Albert & Marianne Bugner 

  

Compassion and Sympathy 

 

 

Ministry Concerns 

 

Our Preschool staff, children & families 

Evangelical Lutheran Church & School in Laotchikit, Haiti 

Pastor Dale Kaster (Missionary, Czech Republic) 

Pastor Daniel Jastram (Missionary, Japan) 

Pastor Daniel Conrad (Missionary, Mexico) 

Pastor Delwyn Campbell (Missionary, Indiana) 

Jacob and Marie Sipes (Seminarian) 

Scott and Veronica Missling (Seminarian) 

Erik and Katie Saunders (Seminarian) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

10/01 Tyler Maloney  10/09 Sally Hardy  10/17 Ruth Kugler 

10/02 Roy Reinhold  10/10 Michael Luecke 10/18 Steve Kirchoefer 

10/03 Judith Fuchs  10/11 JoEllen Eidam  10/20 Tony Selius 

10/03 Robert Hamrick 10/14 Bruce Luecke  10/22 Jackie Fry 

10/04 Alethea Gaston  10/14 Shirley Wing  10/23 David Maloney 

10/08 David Walters  10/16 Anya White  10/27 Jessica Luecke 

 



 

 

Mission of the Month 

 
 

 
Hunger Walk 

 
HENDERSON COUNTY HUNGER COALITION’S 40th ANNUAL HUNGER WALK 
 
Thank you so much to all who helped Mount Pisgah's team for the 40th Annual Hunger Walk 
at Jackson Park, on September 17.  We are very thankful for those who walked and for the 
sponsors.  There was no 10-mile walk this year.  Those who walked on the 5-mile route were 
Sarah & Zoe Christensen, Steve and Kathy Kirchoefer, Bill Paris, Leah Ryel, Rick Sanborn, & 
Barbara Volk.  As usual, Rick Sanborn agreed to serve at the Hunger Walk table after first 
Service each week.  This year, Karen Lundquist offered to help me, so there were two of us at 
the table after 2nd Service.  Many thanks to Rick and Karen for their assistance.This walk and 
our Mission of the Month envelopes benefit 11 local ministries for those in need.  I will take all 



 

 

donations related to the Henderson County Hunger Coalition’s Hunger Walk to First 
Congregational Church on 9/30. 
 
The amount from the Hunger Walk envelopes was $1,368. The tally from the Mission of the 
Month envelopes was $290.  The Preschool children walked 20 laps and collected $20.  The 
total amount collected for the Hunger Walk was $1,678. 
Leah Ryel 
9/27/2022 

 
 

Identifying Phone Scams 

According to Federal Trade Commission data, more than 2.8 million people reported fraud in 

2021, and 1 in 4 said they lost money.  The median loss in scams that start with a call is $1,200, 

higher than other contact method. 

Recognizing red flags of phone scams could help you avoid falling for one. Here are some 

general indications that the person on the other end is a scammer: 

1. They pretend to be from a familiar organization. 

2. They say there’s a problem or prize. 

3. They pressure you to act immediately. 

4. They tell you to pay in a specific way. 

Phone scams come in many forms but often make similar promises or threats.  Trust your gut if 

something seems off or too good to be true. 

Please be aware people with evil intent are using phones and computers to steal money.  Don’t 

give them the opportunity to make you their next victim.  If it doesn’t seem right, hang up or 

don’t answer the phone. 

 
 

Community News 
SHRED DAY 

Friday October 21st, 10 am – 2 pm at First Citizens Bank,  

Four Seasons Office, 1700 Four Seasons Blvd, Hendersonville, NC  

28792 

 

OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

Outreach & Community Concerns 
 
The mission of the month for October is the Council on Aging for Henderson County.  This organization 
provides support services to seniors such as caregiver services, heat relief, Medicare help/training, and 
the Meals on Wheels program.  As the cost of living continues to rise, organizations like the Council on 
Aging become vital for vulnerable seniors – please consider donating to this cause.  Simply drop an 
envelope in the offering plate marked “mission of the month” and the church will send one large check 
at the end of the month. 

 

  
NO NEED TO MISS CHURCH SERVICES OR EVENING BIBLE STUDY 
 

Information for accessing church service or evening Bible Study 

Online:  Video will be found on the home page at http://www.mtpisgahlutheran.com 

The service bulletin will also be available on the homepage. 

Phone:  Service will begin at 10:45 am, dial in direct with no access code to (508) 924-5662 or 

call toll-free (844) 802-6666 and enter access code 889956 

YouTube:  Recording link will be published on the home page once it is available.  

A DVD is available outside church door in the red box on the wall. 

 
George Fuchs was awarded a Quilt of Valor by the 

Quilts of Valor Foundation on Sept. 17 at the Henderson 

County Public Library. The Joseph McDowell Chapter 

NSDAR nominated Fuchs for his service to the country 

as well as his continuing service to the veterans at the 

Charles George VA Hospital in Asheville, according to 

a news release. He is the husband of long-time DAR 

member, Judy Fuchs.  

Fuchs and his network of veterans collect books and 

donate them to the Joseph McDowell Chapter to send to the VA Hospital. The DAR thanked Fuchs 

for his military service and his continuing service to veterans.   

The Quilts of Valor Foundation was founded in 2003, and the first Quilt of Valor was awarded at 

Walter Reed Medical Center. In 2019, over a quarter-million quilts had been awarded and 

volunteers are working toward 500,000 comforting and healing quilts for the 20th Anniversary in 

2023.   

http://www.mtpisgahlutheran.com/


 

 

For more information, visit the Quilts of Valor website at www.QOVF.org.  

 

 
For complete information on church events, please visit the website: 

 
https://mtpisgahlutheran.360unite.com/calendar 

http://www.qovf.org/
https://mtpisgahlutheran.360unite.com/calendar

